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T MIN! TES 0 what wn Re ha by WARREN 

HASTINGS, Eſquire, late Governor General of 
| Bengal; at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, upon 
_ the Matter of the ſeyeral Charges. of High Crimes 
and 4 eanors, eee e 
Tear 1286. en £1 
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EFORE 1 enter upon my groenal Defence, I ” 5 
| bumbly ſolicit the indulgence of this hongur able 
Houſe, to be permitted to preface it with-a few neceſ⸗- . -- 
ſary obſervations relative to the circumſtances wick 
have progreſſively conſpired to make me an object ß 
the preſear enquiry. . In the firlt place, I beg leave ts 
remark, that | am here by no obtruſion of my own. 
I have too humble a ſenſe of my. | 
conſider. either my reputation, honour, fortune, orlife, 
or all theſe intereſts colleRively, a aving any claim ta  _ 
ty ne portion of the valuable time of this Henfe. 

ground, however j juſt in itſelf, which has theſe © _ 2 
a” r its Object. I — been brought before be 
notice of this honourable Houſe by the acta of „„  _ -— © 


| f ul d all che | 
BEE ne of my v or deſire; an * 


which I have. in it, is in the requeſt . 
f this Houſe on my behalf, and at m mg _ © 
geſtion, that fince it waz determined that n odr 
COIN gned before this Honourable Houle, my.” 
3 — be ſpeedy, and that I might bare f 
6 dne and means afford 8 Rinn 
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rials for my defence: for after having been, during a 

courſe of fire years, the continued ſubject of the ſame 

and from the with the name 

of on Imighty ſolemnly invoked to atteſt the pledge 
ould 


this Houſe, that the moſt undoubted proofs 
Mr. Speaker, to no declarations made in this Houſe, 


ced to authenticate them—T allude, 


but to publications out of it I may ſurely be allowed, 


en with a conſciouſneſs of the pureſt int , to 
wiſh for a f. * 4 2 ene thus 
made, and for foch — purpoſes; and that it 
mighe not hang the denunciations of ee 
vengeance over my head for ever. 8 

Of the firſt effects of this injury I haveforight to 
complain; for in theſe the injury affected the _ 
alone, through their intereſts committed to my c 


Doring a long and deſperate firuggle; with — 
mulation of difficulties, and a hoſt of natural enemies 


combined againſt our national poſſeſſions in India, 
when I required all the ſupport and confidence of my 
ſuperiors i in the parent State to give effect to my exer- 


tions, all my actions were reprobated at home, and 


my name linked to the fouleſt invective, even in 
of the higheſt authority; and every diſpateh 
England brought orders oppoſing my meaſures 
in 45 courſe, and the ſentences of my difgrace and 


diſmiſſion. Yet theſe cauſed no alteration in my con- 


duct. or relaxation of my zeal for a ſervice in whreh 
my labours had met ſo ill a requital, except from my 
reſpectable Conſtituents, in whoſe a lauſe alone T 
_— a conſolation under all my di 
had 


ents. 
ved that line which my ſenſe of duty 
cribed; and ſometimes availing myſelf of the 


- tranſitory moments of power which the hand of God 


afforded me, at others uſing the reſiſtance which the 
influence of poſſeſſion or opinion enabled me to make, 
or the caution of oppoſition permitted; 'or endea- 


vouring to temper its violence . . Qualified ſubmiſſion, 


where the means of reſiſtance 


— wer never poſ- 
the 3 | 


1% 0 
proſecution” of every meaſure, which 'the emergency 
of the ſervice rendered neceſſary in my judgment, 
and had the conſcious triumph of ſeeing them all in- 
-variably terminate in their deſigned objects: Nor did 
I reſign my charge, until T had fulfilled every duty 
which required my continuance in it; and I refigned 
it in a ſtate of eſtabliſhed peace and ſecurity, with all 
the ſources of its abundance bp © mam and even 
improved, notwithſtanding the valt drains which were 
made of its treaſures, and the multiplied diverfions 
of its ſtrength, in the ſupport of the. dependant and 
remote poſſeſſions of the Company, and in the main- 
tenance of their wars, and of wars in which the Com- 
any were involved by the policy of Great Britain. 
parted from the ſcene of my public life with the 
expreſſed regrets of my fellow ſervants and country- 
men; which were followed by a like declaration 
from all the officers of the army who had ſerved du- 
ring my adminiſtration ; and on my return to my own 
country, I was received hy the Court of Directors, 
my immediate maſters, with their thanks; and 1 
gratefully remember the Chairman's emphatical pauſe 
on the epithet which was joined to them, their Unani- 


3 
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thoſe which had been ſome time before beſtowed 
on me by the votes of the Proprietors, my honoured 
employers, which were not the leſs acceptable for their 
conſiſtency with the uniform tenor of their ſentiments 
and conduct reſpecting me through the whole courſe 
of my adminiftration. If this Honourable Houſe is 
deſirous of knowing in what eſtimation I ſtood 
with the Princes and Rulers of India, and with the 
ſubjects of our own dominion, the opinions of both 
may be eafily obtained, by enquiry of the witnefles 
whom my Proſecutor has called to eſtabliſh his Charges 

zpainſt me: And I will anticipate their evidence It 
vill ſtate, that my political conduct was invariably re- 
gulated by truth, juſtice, and good faith; that all 
perſuaſions of men were impreſſed with a ſuperſtitious 
belief that a fortunate influence directed all my actions 
their deſtined ends; and that my departure was 
r 8 ſcarcely 


P 8. 8 DP 1 8 4 n eee 


moits ' Thanks, for my ſervices; with a notification of 


, # 


£6 9 
ſtarcely leſs regretted. by the inhabitants of the pro- fi 
vinces of my late dependency, than it was by my own 
countrymen. I believe this Honourable Houſe is in 
poſſeſſion of one teſtimony of the former, in the let- 
ters which Mahdajee Sindia wrote to His Moſt Gra- 
cious Majeſty, and to the Company. Theſe were 
written many months after my departure, and contain 
much more of my gens than his own wants or requi- 
 Aitions, unleſs the former is inſerted as an implication 
of his deſire that others may be inſtructed to govern 
themſelves by my example: And who will queſtion 
With ſuch teſtimonies in my fayour, and with the 


- 


" 
* > * 


internal applauſe of my own mind ſuperſeding all 
evidence, what was my ſurprize to ſind, on my arrival 
in England, that my character ſtill continued to be 
aſſailed with the bittereſt calumnies and invectives, 

and a formal notice given before the cloſe of the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament to this Honourable Houſe, that 
I ſhould be arraigned as a criminal before it on the 


o 


opening of the preſent? oo, 
I am ſince told that no ſuch intention exiſted ; and 


, 


that my own intemperance, and the zeal of my 


friends, has forced my accuſer to verify his own de- 


I have no right to credit ſuch an aſſertion, nor will 
1 believe, new and unpractiſed as I am in the modes 
of life in which I am now become a participator (and 
1 have learnt by it to know more things than were 
dreamt of in my philoſophy) that ſo daring an impo- 
-  ffition could be either practiſed upon this high and 
dignified Aſſembly, or 8 . by it. Though 1 
might have thought myſelf entitled by my ſervices to 
aà different reception, and my body and mind, worn 
don by the labours of thirty-five years, to an inter- 
| val of repoſe; and though I might erroneouſly ima- 
Fine that no power upon earth had a right to impeach 
me for the exerciſe of a truſt which thoſe for whom 1 
held it had repeatedly declared, and in the moſt au- 
- thentic terms, that I had diſcharged to their benefit 
and entire ſatisfaction; yet I was glad to ſee Tn 
5 4 1 | LE u 
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ſubſtantial ground on which I could build my hopes of a 


ſpeedy trial and definite termination, There too my 
expectation failed me. The er, began, no 
as is the univerſal practice o 


lized nation, by the introduction of ſpecific charges, 
and the examination of witneſſes to prove them: For 
the latter -indeed there was little need, ſince my Ac- 
cuſer had long before aſſerted, that he was in the 
actual poſſeſſion of proofs, and of ſuch proofs as were 
to fill the breaſts of this Honourable Aſſembly with 
horror. Why therefore aggravate them with new 
proofs? But witneſſes were ordered to attend, and 
reams of official documents demanded, produced, 
and printed : Additions were daily made to theſe du- 
ring the courſe of many weeks; and the eyes of the 
world were fixed upon me as a man blackened by the 
imputation of ſome unknown guilt, which was the 
blacker for its concealment, No grounds were al- 
ledged for the accumulation of ſuch a maſs of evi- 
dence againſt me; no ſpecific objects to which it 


was to be applied; nor was it known to this Hon. 


Houſe, perhaps not even to that Member of the 
Houſe who had required theſe materials, what the 
Charges were to be, which he was to eſtabliſh bY them. 
At length I heard that a day was fixed for the pro- 
duction of the Charges; but here too I experienced a 


freſh cauſe of diſappointment and mortification, Three 


weeks were aſſigned for the term of their appearance; 
and when that term expired, this Honourable - Houſe 
knows (for I may not perhaps affirm what I have heard) 
whether even then any of the Charges were preſented, 
and whether, when they were preſented, they were 
optionally given. | 


In all this long and painful interval I myſelf, though. - | 


the object of the enquiry, remained in total ination, 
a mere ſpectator of the paſſing ſcene; for I knew not, 
nor could I know, what defence to prepare, not know- 
ing what Charges were to require my defence. And 
when they were produced, I was told that I could not 


be admitted to my defence, becauſe, by the rules ul 


1 


nor 
every ſyſtem of juriſ- 
prudence eſtabliſhed either in this or any other civi- 


„ a 


EY 
the Houſe, I could not know the Charges exhibiaed 
againſt me, nor that any had been exhibited ;- nor in- 
. deed were all exhibited at the ſame time, but followed 
75 Le. <4 tardily, and the three laſf{if indeed theſe are the laſt) 
1. 22 not till laſt Wedneſday. But though it might be in- 
formal in me to know the Charges, the public are 
certainly in poſſeſſion of all but the three laſt, for they 
have been printed and publicly fold, and purchaſers 
invited, by an advertiſement made in all the pubtic 
Papers, which ſtated them * Articles: of Charge of 
* High Crimes and Miſdemeanors” againſt me by 
name, and the name of my accuſer. inſerted by a con- 
ſtruction marking him not as the Preſenter ' of the 
Charge, but as the Publiſher of it. How much my 
reputation muſt have ſuffered in the opinion of all 
mankind from this publication; how ſeverely my feel- 
muſt have been wounded by ſo unfair and ini- 
quitous an appeal to their judgment, while the Charge 
itſelf, loaded as it was with crimination againſt me, 
yet waited its flow term of maturity for the examina- 
tion of it before its allotted Judges, I leave to the de. 

cifioh of eyery Member of this Honourable Hpuſe, 
© who will bring the queſtion home to his own judgment 
and his own paſſions, by ſuppoſing that caſe to be his 
own which I have deſcribed as mine. 
Nor is this the only injury of the kind that 1 have 
— Every Daily Paper has teemed with reflec- 
upon me; and Pamphlets, filled with the moſt 
feandaloo and libellous abuſe, have been written on 
various ſubjects of the Charge, to influence the pre- 
_ Judices of the public againſt me; and it has dern wean 


ed that they have produced the effect. 
P reſſed by the load of ſlander thus heaped upon me, 
1 1 reſolved to try the only reſource which afforded me 


| 3 chance of redreſs; and, in oppoſition to many and 
a,» 5 diſcouragements, I —— myſelf upon the 
:  __ Juſtice of this Honourable Houſe, and petitioned to] 
| be allowed to make my defence in perſon;—and I ſuc- 
cCeeded. Whether I owe this indulgence to your good- 
- nels, or W . 1 5 e it hh I mn 
Of 
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Of the diſcouragements to which I allude, I ſhall 
mention but Two Points; and theſe it is incumbent 
on me to mention, becauſe they relate to effects which 
the juftice of this Honourable Houſe may, and I truſt, 
will, avert. The firſt is an objection to my being ar 
all perſonally committed in my defence, ſince, in ſa 
wide a field of diſcuſſion, it would be impoſſible nor 

to admit ſome things of which an rt might 


be taken, to turn them into evidence againft nge 


whereas another might as well uſe as I could, or 


better, the ſame materials of my Defence, without 


which may appear in my Defence; but 


involving me in the ſame conſequences. But I am 
ſure that this Honourable Houſe will yield me its pro- 
tection againſt the cavils of unwarranted inference ; 
and, if the trutb can tend to convict me, I am content 
to be myſelf the channel to convey it. 


| I * ” . | © 48 in 33 5 
The other objection lay in my on breaſt. It was 


not till Monday laſt that I formed the reſolution; and 
I knew not then, whether I might not in conſequence 
be laid under the obligation of preparing and com- 
pleting in five days (and in effect ſo it has proved) the 
refutation of charges which it has been the labour of 


my accuſer, armed with all the powers of Parliament, 


and at one time greater, to compile during as many 
years of almoſt undiſturbed leiſure, But I knew my- 


ſelf equal to the undertaking; and I now only revert 


ro my difficulties, that the conſideration of them may 


beſpeak the candid allowance of this Honourable | 


Houſe for any inaccuracies, or for any thing defective 
| claim no. 

other indulgence on this account. | N 
It, might perhaps be expected, that I ſhould object 


to the conſtruction of the articles of which the Charge 


is compoſed; for, in truth, they are not charges, but 


hiſtories and comments. But they are yet more: 


they are made up of mutilated quotations ; of facts 


which have no mutual relation, but are forced by falſe 
arrangement into connection ;—of- principles of per- 


nicious policy and falſe morality ; aſſertions of guilt 


without proof, or the attempt to prove them ;—inter- 


tb 


pretations of ſecret motives and deſigns which paſſed 
NE oO 0 oo d 3 
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R | | 
within my own breaſt, and which none but myſelf 
could know ;—afions of others imputed to me, in 
which F had no concern, or which paiſed in oppoſition 
to me; and epithets and invectives affixed to acts 

e 3 8 to me, equally to thoſe which in the con- 

ruction are bad, as to thoſe which are indifferent, or 
een meritorious. _ i 3 5 
IT Theſe are artifices by which the moſt wary judgment 
might be ſurprized, that had nothing before it to repel 
their effects, but which on the touch of truth diſappear, 
and leave, not merely the conviction of their own fal- 
icy, but the ſtrong internal preſumption that the 
charges themſelves were formed under the conviction 
of their want of foundation; and as far as my feelings 
as a man will allow me to confider them in that ten- 
dency only, I am glad that they wear the form which 
hey do wear. © ps on i 
Wich reſpect to the general ſubject of the charge, 1 
muſt beg leave to obſerve to this Honourable Houſe, 
that it has been compoſed from a laboured ſcrutiny of 
my whole official life, during a moſt important and 


weighty adminiſtration of thirteen years, comprehend- n 
ing perhaps a greater variety of intereſting events than el 
have fallen to the lot of any man now living: events 0 
not brought to the public view by their notoriety alone, fi 
but all, the ſubjects of minute record ;—meaſures pro- c 


poſed, with all their motives and objects diſtinctly laid 
down in writing, with their effects diſplayed by letters - 
and official reports through every proceſs of their ope- 
ration ;—oppoſed by every objection, and thoſe too 
Vritten, that the judgment or ingenuity of my col- 
leagues in office, among whom I had always opponents, 
= could deviſe at times weakened, at others ſuſpended, 
= and again reſumed with their effect enfeebled; but my 
own reſponlibiliry ſtill attending their iſſue. Yet all 
| my actions have undergone, and even during the actual 
progreſs of them, they underwent, ſuch a ſeverity of 
| 1 inveſtigation, as could ſuit only a mind poſſeſſing in 
f 


- itſelf an abſolute exemption from error. In the preſent _ 
op occaſion, Iam put toa harder Teſt , for not my actions | 
| Hone, bur my words, and even my imputed thoughts, | 


, C 
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as at the final day of judgment, are wreſted into accu- 


ſation againſt me. And from whom is this ſtate of 
perfection exacted? From a man who. was ſeparated, 


while yet but a ſchool- boy, from his native country, 
and from every advantage of that inſtruction which 


might have better qualified him for the high offices, 


and arduovs ſituations, which it became his lor to fill; 


and left to form. his rule of conduct on his own prac- 


tice, and the light of ſuch an underſtanding as it had 
pleaſed God.to beſtow on him. 


I paſs over the firſt years of | my life Theſe no 
otherwiſe relate to the preſent purpoſe, than as they 


recommended me ſucceſſively to the ſucceſſion of the 
government of Fort St. George, to the government 


of Fort William, and virtually to all the appointments - 


which have ſince followed. 


* * 


than mine; and I felt the perilous ſituation in which 
it placed me. | | 
not always accordant, Council, appointed to manage 
the affairs of a great ſtare, which yet wore the marks 
of recent acquilition; but had neither a determinate 


form nor ſyſtem, nor any orders or inſtructions which 


could enable them to give it either. 
I attempted, and with the aids of my colleagues, 


where I was allowed them, I gave it both form and 
ſyſtem; for every office into which it was diſtributed, 
to the time of my departure, received its inſtiturion 
during the period of my adminiſtration, and all the 
tranſactions of it have, except the firſt two years of the 
general government, in ſome part of their progreſs, 
received their direction from my guidance. — Tet in 
every ſtep I had difficulties to ſurmount, which are 


unknown to the rulers and miniſters of other govern- 


ments. Beſides the conciliation of diſcordant opinions, 
and their more frequently confirmed oppoſition, I had 
my conduct circumſcribed by orders which would ap- 
ply to few of the. caſes which occurred, and thoſe 


orders uncertain in their conſtruction. 9 


n &: | . 
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received the government of Bengal with incum- 
brances, which might have intimidated a firmer ſpirit 


I found myſelf the titular head of a numerous, and 


» 
. 
> 
"x 
Un. 


1 
I beg leave to extend this reflection. During the 
long exerciſe of a charge ſo conſtituted, and with ſuch 
exigencies attending it, how, may I aſk; was it poſſi- 
ble to keep affairs in one even line, or to avoid con- 


tradictions both in meaſures and expreſſions? At ſome 
times affairs were forced into a direction diametrically 


oppoſite to my views, by the power of a majority ; 
ſomerimes they received their bias, from 'my being 
obliged to ſubmit to the opinions of thoſe on whom I 
depended for ſupport: and, whenever the courſe of 
buſineſs was thus diverted from the ſtrait line, it was 
often difficult to bring it back, without ſome degree 
of irregularity, of violence, or of general inconſiſ- 
tency. ; | 


own opinions have condemned ; where I attempted to 


reſtore them to their proper channel, I am accuſed of 


innovations. Many meaſures, which it would be now 
difficult to explain from written documents, were 


founded on circumſtances of ſuch notoriety, that no. 


one could doubt their propriety at the time, and no 


one ever thought it neceſſary to record the reaſons, or 


to eſtabliſh the proofs of facts and events, which were 
then certain, and univerſally admitted. 1 


The miniſter of this empire (if I may compare great 


things with ſmall) had, in the various emergencies of 
his adminiſtratien, the learned Judges of the land, 
General Officers of the firſt authority and experience, 
and the Merchants of the greateſt commercial city in 


the world, to whom he might apply, and whoſe opi- 
nions he might command, on every doubtful queſtion, 
whether of Jaw, military operation, trade, or finance. 


He could not err. 


I poſſeſſed no ſuch profeſſional aids, but had only 


my own mind-for my refources, and minds as little 
inſtructed as my own to aſſiſt me, and to be the inſtru- 
ments of my meaſures. 1 3 
That this deſcription of my ſituation may not be 
imputed to me as the invention of difficulties made 
ug lor the occaſion, I beg leave to appeal to the ſol- 
„„ 1 lowing 


- 


1 


Where I ſuffered them to 22 in that devious 
line, I am charged with purſuing meaſures which my 


5 E 
lowing Extract of a Letter, which I wrote to the Court 
of Directors ſo early as the 11th November, 1773, 
which was before I knew of the formation of the new 
ſyſtem for the government of India: 
Paragraph 4. May I be permitted, in all deference 
« and ſubmiſſion to your commands, to offer it as my 
« opinion, that whatever may have been the conduct 
« of individuals, or even of the collective members 
« of your former adminiſtrations, the blame is nor ſo 
„ much imputable to them, as to the want of a prin- 
ce ciple of government adequate to its ſubſtance, and 
cc a coercive power to enforce it? The extent of 
«© Bengal, and its poſſible reſources, are equal to thoſe 
of moſt ſtates in Europe. Its difficulties are greater 
cc than thoſe of any; becauſe it wants both an eſta- 
cc bliſhed form and powers of government; deriving 
ce ſts actual ſupport from the unremitted labour and 
ce perſonal exertion of individuals in power, inſtead of 
ce the vital influence which flows through the channels 
« of a regular conſtitution, and imperceptibly ani- 
«© mates every part of it. Our conſtitution is no where 
ce to be traced, but in ancient charters, which were 
c framed for the juriſdiction of your trading ſettle- 
© ments, the ſales of your exports, and the proviſion 
cc of your annual inveſtment. I need not obſerve how: . 
© incompetent theſe muſt prove for the government 
« of a great kingdom, and for the preſervation of its 
ce riches from private violence and embezzlement.” 

I will content myſelf with this quotation inthis place; 
though I could wiſh that the whole letter were atten- 
tively peruſed, as it is Srongly expreſſive of the diffi- 
culties and embarraſſments of my late ſituation in India. 
To what I have faid let me add, that in a newly eſta- 
bliſhed government many occaſions will conitantly 
occur, which can be fr gs by no precedent; and 
even the uncertainty of the conſtitution, and the un- 
known limits of the authority belonging to its various 
branches, will often provoke reſiſtance, and produce 
events, which never could happen under a government 
long eſtabliſhed, and with its powers clearly defined, 
and univerſally underſtood. . 
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Under ſuch circumſtances I humbly apprehend, that 


ſince it is not, as IJ have ſaid, the lot of human nature 
to be exempt from error, ſome notorious calamity, 
affecting the intereſts of which I had charge, or ſome 


well-aſcertained ground of corruption, or other moral 
deviation from my duty, the loſs of national reputa- 
tion, or of ſubſtantial property, ought to have ap- 
peared, before I became the ſubject of a parliamentary 
impeachment. But what loſſes has the nation ſuſtained - 


through my miſmanagement? Have provinces been 


diſmembered from it? Have its armies been defeated. 


in operations of my formation? or war or famine waſted 


the countries of my juriſdiction? No: the reverſe . 
has been the attendant of my fortune in every ſtage of 


it; and ſo little ground have I afforded, from the 


notoriety of my character, for ſuch an inquiſition into 


it, that I dare affirm that I ſtand, even at this hour, 


(notwithſtanding the prejudices excited againſt me) as 
high in the eſtimation of the world, I mean not to 
confine the aſſertion to this kingdom alone, 4s any 


man of my own rank and pretenſions in it. 


Feet I mean not to avail myſelf of this plea. , I aſſert 
my general claim to the approbation of this Honour- 
able Houſe, and of my Country, for my ſervices; but 
I neither defire, nor will admit, of their being placed 
in balance againſt my faults, if I have faults to ſtand 


in oppolition to them. 


I entreat the Houſe, that each article of the Charge 


may be diſtinctly tried, and that they will be pleaſed 
to give their ſentence upon each. es 


Anſwer 
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Anſwer to the Firſt: Charge. 


ROKILLA WAR 


Ts gelt Charge begins by flating,” 10 That the 
e Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Company, 
ce from a juſt ſenſe of the danger and odium incident 

* to the extenſion of their conqueſts in the Eaſt In- 
1 « Miu and from an experience of the diforders and 
cc corrupt practices which intrigues and negociations 
ce to bring about revolutions among the country pow-. 
« ers had produced, did poſitively and repeatedly di- 
te rect their ſervants in Bengal not to engage in any 
te offenſive war whatſoever. That the ſaid Court laid 
cc jt down as an invariable maxim, which ought ever to 
* be maintained, that they were avoid taking part in 
« the political [chemes of any of the country princes ; and 
« did in particular order and direct that they ſhould 
<« not engage with a certain Prince called Shuja al 
© Dowla, Nabob of Owd, and Vizier of the Empire, 
« in any operations beyond certain limits in the bad 
« orders ſpecially deſcribed.” ; 

To this I reply, That it is not true, in the terme 
ſtated in the Charge, that the Court of Directors did 
« poſitively” direct their ſervants in Bengal not to 
engage in any offenſive war © whatſoever ;” and 
« that they did in particular order and direct that they 
© ſhould not engage with the Nabob Shuja Dowla'tn 
« any operation beyond certain “ limits“ in the ſaid 
orders * deſeribed; if by the term ec imits 


% 


| bation of a brigade 
| Purpoſes of remote hoſtility, they a 


( 16 ] 


are meant either boundaries of territory, or any reſtric- 


tion of operations relative to the Rohella War, which 
is the only ſubject on which ſuch orders can be appli- 
cable tothe preſent Charge. 
The ſeveral letters from the Court of Directors, to 
which references are made in the margin of this part 
of the Charge, as documents or evidences of the aſſer- 
tion contained in it, prohibit the government of Ben- 
gal © to march any part of their army” for the pur- 
ſe of © eſcorting the King to Dehly ;” or to engage 
in any plan of alliance for “ eſtabliſhing a balance of 
ec power among the chiefs of India; or © to take 
te the part of umpires in Hindoſtan;”” with a caution 


to © avoid taking part in any of the political ſchemes 


« of any of the country Princes; or © to affiſt 
« Shuja Dowla in any ambitious views of his,” And 
the reaſons, wherever reaſons are aſſigned, for theſe 


T 8 are, not the odium and corruption imputa- 
ble 


to the contrary practice, but the inutility and ex- 
pence of offenſive military operations, and the uncer- 
tainty of their extent and duration. _ 8 85 
But neither are the prohibitions ſtated even in theſe 
references as © poſitive ;” for in one place they ſay, 


Tou will obſerve, by the whole tenor of theſe diſ- 


* patches, that our views are not to enter into offen- 
« five wars in India; that is to ſay, ſuch are our ge- 
neral wiſhes in all caſes which will admit of the cor- 
reſpondent practice. And in another letter, which 
was expreſsly written upon the general ſubject, having, 
and as it appears molt gut expreſſed their diſappro- 


Illahabad, in which they were ANY placed for 
this remarkable 


qualification of it ; £* Poſitive orders upon this head 


we cannot give you, becauſe you mult undoubtedly 


tc act according to the emergency of affairs.“ 
There are other paſſages in the letters of the Court 
of Directors to their ſervants in Bengal, which allow 
of a diſpenſation from their general rule; and ſome 
which even preſcribe, in expreſs terms, a deviation 
from it. The following are inſtances of both: 
3 Es . 


their forces being ſtationed at 


« at Illahabad would * in Sujah Dowlah 


2 L713 | 
General letter to Bengal, dated 28th Auguſt, 1771. 
* But the conduct of the Rohellas and Jauts is ra- 
cc ther a matter of concern than ſurprize to us, as the 
« King and Sujah Dowla neglected the occaſion to 
« unite with thoſe powers effectually to repel the com- 
«© mon diſturbers of the empire, and confine them 
« within the limits of their former poſſeſſions. To 
ce whatever cauſes this general timidity or ſupineneſs 
© may have been owing, we find ourſelves equally af- 
« fected, and the tranquillity of the provinces endangered 
ce thereby; but as the projects of the King, or the 
cc conduct of the Vizier, are at preſent too myſterious 
cc for us to decide on the motives of their inactivity, 
« and as we know not what alliances may be formed 
« to juſtify us in carrying our arms beyond the bounds of 
cc their dominions, we are prevented from propoſing 


© any preciſe plan for your guidance in this reſpect. 


ee But ſhould your ſubſequent advices enable us to 


ce form a more certain judgment of he expediency of 
« departing from the plan we. have laid down, we ſhall 
c communicate to you, by ſome early conveyance, how 
« far we may be diſpoſed to carry our arms beyond the 
& bounds of the provinces, or the territories of our allies, 
«© and become the parties in an offenſive war. 


In this extract the policy of the Court of Directors 


is marked in its full extent; namely, —That they 
generally diſapprove, and wiſh to avoid offenſive wars; 


but that where their intereſts are threatened with 


danger, either immediate, or remote and eventual, 
by the deſigns of other powers, they approve, and 
even preſcribe, a deviation from their general maxim. 
The ſame principle, with the ſame exceptions, is as 
ſtrongly and (may I ſay it) moſt judiciouſly diſplayed 
in the following extract of their general letter of the 
Zoth June, 1769: 8 %. . 

© We eſteem ourſelves bound by treaty to protect 
ic the King's perſon, and to ſecure to him the poſſeſ- 
« ſion of the Korah and Illahabad diſtricts. When 
« we wrote, the 11th November, 1768, we appre- 
« hended the conſequences of keeping the brigade 


« 2 


© 4 þ 
tc a jealouſy that would involve us in freſh troubles, 
« having at that time no cauſe to eſteem him an 
© enemy; but, impreſſed as you were, with the opi- 
c nion of his hoſtile intentions and growing ſtrength, 
te at the time of the diſpatch of the Valentine, we 
ce ſhall not blame your caution for deferring the execution 
© of our orders for its removal; nor ſhall we at this 
time attempt to give poſitive directions for your 
te conduct, which, in ſuch critical caſes, ought ſeldom 


* to be done, and in which the fituation of affairs may 


« be varied by unforeſeen events, at the very moment we 
<« are writing : but having given you, with as much 
« preciſion as poſſible, a general view of the ſyſtem 


« by which we wiſßß to ſee our affairs regulated, we 


« muſt leave it to you to improve, to the utmoſt of 
« your power, every opportunity of drawing towards 
ce that point ; and whenever you think yourſelves obliged, 
« for our ſecurity, upon emergent occaſions, to adopt 


« meaſures of a contrary tendency, you are to give us 


very full reaſons for ſuch a deviation, and endeavour 


te to return to the path we have marked out as ſoon as 


« circumſtances will admit.” 
Hence it is demonſtrated, that the orders of th 


Company generally forbad offenſive wars; but autho- 


rized, and even enjoined them, under certain circum- 
flances of exception from the general rule. 
The Charge proceeds to ſtate, that 


- 


probetion of the policy of the Company's orders: 

hat © I adopted them with fincerity and ſatisfaction; 
« and that I was too well aware of the ruinous ten- 
«« dency of all ſchemes of conqueſt ever to adopt 
« them, or ever to depart from the abſolute line of 
. ſelf defence, unle/s impelled to it by the moſt obvious 
« xeceffity of the circumſtances :” That I repeated 
this declaration to the Court of Directors, and added 


a folemn promiſe, © with the unanimous concurrence 
* of the whole Council, that no object or conſidera- 


tion ſhould either tempt or compel me to pals the 
« political line which they (the Directors) had laid 


« down for my operations with the Vizier ; 1 | 


2 with 
other Members of the Council, in declari 8 their ap- 
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ce the Court of Directors, that T ſcarce ſaw a 
ce poſſible advantage which could compenſate the 
« hazard and expence to be incurred by a contrary 
cc conduct.“ CNS | | x 
Before I reply to this, paragraph, I ſhall humbly lay 
my claim to object, in every inſtance in which they 
ſhall be made, to inferences drawn from particular 
expreſſions of a general letter, containing my joint 
ſubſcription with others. | | 
It is ſufficient, in ſuch compoſitions, that the opi- 
nions of the whole are materially the ſame, it bein 
. rage that they ſhould be exactly the ſame in all 
caſes, or in any caſes of magnitude, eſpecially ſuch 
as involve a variety of conſiderations. To the mode 
in which the above extracts are worded, I particularly 
object; becauſe the ſentiments which they contain are 
expreſſed as if they were eſpecially and primarily my 
own, and only adopted by the other Members of the 
Board in concurrence with me. With reſpect to their 
«© unanimous concurrence,” though this is printed in 
italics, which ſeems to be an indication of poſitive 
aſſertion, I beg leave to expreſs my doubts of it, 
having endeavoured to trace it, without ſucceſs, in 
the records to which I have had recent acceſs, and my 
own memory rejecting it. TEE 
Having premiſed theſe exceptions, I proceed to 
declare, moſt cheerfully and unreſervedly, that I avow 
the principle aſcribed to: my declarations ; and make 
no doubt, that wherever I have had occaſion to repeat 
them, my words have accorded invariably, and at all 
periods of time, with my general ſentiments, which 
were and are an abhorrence of offenſive wars, under- 


taken on the excluſive principles of ambition, profit, or 


policy. But I will alſo avow, that I would, without 


ſcruple, engage in an offenſive war for the ſake of re- 


taliating an injury actually done, or of meeting the 
certain intention of it. | = 3 
cannot better or more fully expreſs my ſenſe of 


this principle, than in the following words, extracted 
from an Addreſs to the Court of Directors, written 


upwards of twelve years ago, upon the ſubject of the 
6 ö pe 
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„ neighbours,” 
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preſent Charge; and therefore crave leave to quote it, 


as it ſtands in the Records of this Honourable Houſe. 
I hope I ſhall ſtand acquitted in the breaſts of all 
« reaſonable men, for maintaining the opinions quoted 


« againſt me in the concluſion of this paragraph * ; 


ce bur I adopt it, even in the words of my opponents; 
« and if I am the Chief of à great State, alluded to 
de by them, I ſhall be always ready to profeſs, that I 
« do reckon the probable acquiſition of wealth among my 
« reaſons for taking up arms againſt my neighbours, I 
e never, in any period of my life, though long en- 
« gaged in public affairs, gave my conſent for taking 


* 


« up arms in an unjuſt cauſe; and I never ſhall, but 
<« in caſes of very notorious enormity, give my con- 


« ſent to take up arms in an anpraſitable one.“ 

I preſume, that the principle which I have thus 
ſtated, will be approved by the judgments of all ra- 
tional men, as it 1s ſtrictly conformable-to the practice 


of all ſtates in all ages. Wretched and contemptible 


indeed would be the condition of that government, 
which ſhould preclude itſelf from contracting alliances 


or other engagements with foreign ſtates, and invite 


the attacks of its leſs principled neighbours, by eſta- 
bliſhing it as a rule of fixed and invariable policy, 
never to commit hoſtilities but in the immediate re- 


ſiſtance of actual invaſion ; and equally irreconcileable 


with the common ſenſe of mankind would be that 
policy, which ſhould reſtrict the effects of a juſt war 
to the chaſtiſement of wrong, and reject every ad- 
vantage acquired by it. 

J have been thus minute in my examination of the 
two firſt parts of the Charge, for the neceſſary pur- 

ſe of eſtabliſhing the fir principle on which my 
Juſtification reſted, whether as a rule of conduct pre, 
ſcribed by authority, or an obligation of inherent 


* Note. The paragraph alluded to is part of a letter of General 
Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, to the Court of 
Directors, dated zoth November, 1774, in theſe words: We 
% doubt whether there ever was an example of the Chief of a 
« great State profeſſing to reckon the probable acquiſition of 
„wealth among his reaſons for taking up arms againſt his 


duty. 
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duty. From the reſt of the Charge, I ſhall content 


myſelf with ſelecting the poſitions which appear as 

points of crimination againſt me, and reply to them 

diſtinctly. | 
I ſhall firſt enumerate them in the order in which 

they occur. 

iſt. That the Rohellas are a nation. | | 
2d. That I entered into an engagement for their 


extirpation, 


3d. That the Company had never received, nor 
pretended to receive or apprehend, any injury whatſo- 
ever from the Rohellas. Os 
4th. That the Nabob Sujah Dowla never com- 
plained of an aggreſſion, or act of hoſtility, nor pre- 
tended a diſtinct cauſe of quarrel, other than the non- 
payment of a ſum of money in diſpute between him 
5th. That the Eaſt India Company were not par- 
ties to the engagement, or guarantees thereof, nor 
bound by any obligation whateyer to enforce the exe- 
cution of it. | | 
6th. That I did not make enquiry, nor giye notice, 
nor offer mediatian, &c. 
7th. But that I did ſtimulate the Nabob of Oude 
to the enterprize. | + | 3 
8th. That I obliged him to accept even the per- 
miſſion to relinquiſh the execution of it as a favour, 
and to make conceſſions for it. | 3 | 
gth. That the engagement was verbal, and not 
bound by a written treaty. 2s | 
ioth. That I confeſſed I ſpoke the Hindoſtan lan- 
guage imperfefly, and nevertheleſs made no uſe of an 
interpreter. | 5 e 
11th, That I propoſed the acquiſition of forty lacks 
af rupees for the Company. | ; | 
12th. That I tranſgreſſed the inſtructions of the 
Council, by tranſgreſſing the Company's orders, to 
which their powers had reſtricted me. 5 
13th. That I ſuppreſſed the information of the agree- 
ment originally made with the Nabob Shuja Dowla, 
in the letter which I wrote to the Court of * 
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from Benaris, adviſing them of the treaty concluded 
with the ſaid Nabob on other ſubjects. 355 
14th. That I entered a falſe report of the tranſac- 
tion in the Council Books, by repreſenting that the 
Nabob had indeed propoſed the deſign, but that I was 
pleaſed that be urged the ſcheme of the expedition no fur- 
ther, when in reality and truth I had conſented to it. 

15th. That I and the Council engaged in the en- 
terprize, under circumſtances of uncommon reſponſi- 


bility and perſonal hazard. Mer 


16th. That no part of the money due for the Ro- 


hilla war was recovered, till after the eſtabliſhment of 
the new Government in Bengal; and that the whole 
remains in effect and ſubſtance unpaid to this day. 
17th. That the Nabob Shuja Dowla committed 
at acts of cruelty and inhumanity in the proſecution 
of the war, and in the abuſe made of his victory; that 
he violated a Princeſs of great rank, and other wo- 
men, and that I abetted him therein; that eminent 
families were either cut off or baniſhed, their wives 
and children ruined, and the country laid waſte and 
pulated. 1 
18th. That I diſobeyed a ſtanding order of the Court 
of Directors, firſt by not producing all my correſpon- 
dence with Mr. Middleton, the Reſident at Oude, 
and with Colonel Champion, the Commander in Chief 


of the army employed in the Rohilla war, to the Se- 


lect Committee; and, ſecondly, by refuſing to pro- 
duce the ſame to the majority of the Council. 
1th. That I arrogated to myſelf dangerous powers, 


by aſſerting that Mr. Middleton, the public Reſident ' 


at Oude, was my official agent, and that, being ſuch, 
I was not obliged to communicate his correſpondence. 
= 20th. That the Court of Directors, and afterwards 


the General Court of Proprietors, * did unanimouſly 


„ condemn (along with my conduct relative to the 
% Robilla treaty and war) my refuſal to communicate 


c my whole correſpondence with Mr. Middleton to 
« the Council; yet that I have never yet communi- 
_ «cated the whole of my correſpondence either to the 


Governor General and Council or to the Court of 


Directors. Ta 


RRR 


. 121 
To theſe I ſhall briefly and diſtinctly reply. 


Iſt. That the Rohellas are a nation. 


It is a fact of notoriety, and has been proved by 
examinations, which were taken at the Board of Fort 
William, in December, 1774, and inſerted in the 
Reports before this Honourable Houſe, that the Ro- 
hellas are not a nation, but a body of foreign adven- 
turers, who made themſelves maſterfof the country to 
which they have ſince given their name; and even the 
laſt Government of it was an uſurpation on the firſt 
uſurpation. | 


Id. That J entered into an vngagement for their ex- 
tirpation, | 


Much declamation has been uſed upon this word, 
until its original ſenſe has been loſt in the colourings 
which have been given to it. Yet. I avow the word, 
and the deſign attributed to it. It was the profeſſed. 
intention of the Nabob Shuja Dowla, and of courſe 
mine, as connected with it, to extirpate the Rohillas, 
that is, © to expel or remove them from the country 
ce which they occupied, without ſuffering the ſmalleſt. 
cc veſtige of their power to remain in it. In this ſenſe 
« did moſt certainly agree to aſſiſt the Vizier, and 
« fo did the late Preſident and Council; nor can I 
« conceive how the war could have been undertaken. 
« with any other object.“ Theſe. words I; borrow. 
from my Minute in Council, dated the 11th. January 
1775. I will add what immediately follows in the 
ſame Minute, as a reply both to this and the preced- 
ing article. The majority know, as well as myſelf, . 
« that the Rohillas are not the people of the country, 
© but a military tribe, who conquered it, and quar- 
<« tered themſelves upon the people, without following 
« any profeſſion but that of arms, or mixing in any 
« relation with the native inhabitants. I have already 
cc deſcribed the nature of this tribe in the ninth para- 
« graph of my obſervations on the firſt letter of the 
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« majority; and the ſame account of them has been 
« given by Colonel Leſlie and Major Hannay, and, 
ce if I miſtake not, by Colonel Champion himſelf, in 
cc their examination taken before the Board on the 
« x9th and 28th of December. Major Hannay's 
« words are remarkable; I beg leave to quote them : 
ec T bave learned from many people, that it is only within 
50 years that the Robillas are become maſters of the 
ce country to the north of the Ganges; that they were 
« origmally Afghans, came into Hindoſtan under à Sir- 
ec dar, named Daood Cawn, and that they conquered that 
« country from the Hindoos, and that ſince that time they 
« have followed no other profeſſion than that of arms, 
« and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated the country. 
<« The Robillas are Muſſulmen, of the ſect of Omer, and 
« the cultivators of the country are Hindoos. I ſuppoſe 
« the proportion to be about nine Hindoss to one Muſ- 
ce ſulman.” | | 


- It will appear, from the preceding explanation, 


that the extirpation conſiſted in nothing more than in 
removing from their offices the Rohellas who had the 
official management of the country, and from the 
country the ſoldiers who had oppoſed us in the con- 
queſt of it. Nor was the proceſs a ſanguinary or hard 
one, as they had only to paſs the Ganges to their 
countrymen on the other ſide of it. In a word, we 
conquered the country from the conquerors of it, and 
ſubſtituted another rule in the place of theirs, upon 
the ſame principles of right and uſage (the right of 
the war being pre-ſuppoſed) as a Britiſh commander 
in Europe would expel the ſoldiers of a conquered 
town, and garriſon it with his own; which, by the 
ſame mode of ſpeech, and with equal propriety, might 
be called an extirpation. | EW, 


IIId. That the Company bad never received, nor pre- 
tended to receive or apprebend any injury what= 
ever from the Robellas. „ 


The Company were joined on equal terms with the | 
Vizier in the injury which he had reccived a 


Rohellas. 
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F 
That injury was the repeated breach of faith, and 
refuſal given, in two ſucceſſive years, to pay the ſum 
ſtipulated for their defence, and for the expulſion of 
the Marattas from their country.— The Vizier was our 
ally. | 7 | 
Our Government was applied to for its conſent to 
the firſt deſign of defending the Rohellas againſt the 
Marattas, and the engagements which followed were 
negociated by our commander in chief, General Sir 
Robert Barker. 1 

Theſe conſiſted in two ſeparate inſtruments; one a 
treaty of mutual alliance between the Nabob Sujah 
Dowla and the Rohella Chiefs; and the other an obli- 
gation executed by them, to pay him, in conſideration 
of it, forty lacks of rupees. Both were executed in 
the preſence of Sir Robert Barker, and ſigned by him 
as a witneſs to it; which, in every inſtance of the 
kind that has ever paſſed in the Company's annals, 1s 
equivalent to a guarantee. The obligation is in the 
records of the Secretary's office in Calcutta, and the 
tranſlation is entered in more than one place in the 
Fifth Report of the Committee of Secrecy. 


IVth. That the Nabob Shuja Dowla never complained 


| of an aggreſſion or act of hoſtility, nor pretended a diſ- 
tint cauſe of quarrel, other than the non-payment of a 
ſum of money in diſpute between him and that people. 


There were other juſt cauſes of complaint againſt 
the Rohellas: They had treacherouſly intrigued with 
the Marattas, with the deſign of uniting with them 

ainft the Nabob Shuja Dowla during the ſubſiſtence 
of their engagement with him, and art the very time 
that he was in arms for their defence. Indeed a part 
of them had actually joined the Marattas, and the reſt 
were on their march for that purpoſe, and were pre- 
vented only by the timely arrival of Sir Robert Barker 
in their country, in the beginning of the year 1773, 
with a brigade of the Company's troops in conjunc- 
tion with the Nabob's, | 5 

e This 
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F 5 
This appears from various parts of the correſpon- 
dence of Sir Robert Barker, and others, in the Appen- 
dix of the Fifth Report of the Secret Committee; and 
in Sir Robert's letter of the 6th of April, he ſays of 
them, It is well known that neither promiſes nor 
© oaths have been able to bind this treacherous ſect 
ce of people to their engagements.” I 


Vth. That the Eaft India Company were not parties to 
the engagement, or guarantees thereof ; nor bound by 
any obligation whatever to enforce the execution of it. 


That the Company were parties to the engagement, 
has been proved 1n the reply to the third article. That 
they were bound to ſupport the Nabob Vizier in aſſert- 
ing his right, or to aſſert their own, is a queſtion not 
neceſſary to the charge: it is ſufficient that the right 
has been proved. | 1855 


VIth. 'That I did not make enquiry, nor give notice, nor 
offer mediation, &c. 


Sir Robert Barker and the Vizier had been engaged 
in continual negociations with them for the recovery of 
the. money in the years 1772 and 1773, and they had 
_ Conſtantly evaded the payment. . 
The fact was notorious, and there could not be any 
obligation to give them notice, that they might be the 
better enabled to defeat the enterprize. 


VIIch. But that I did fimulate the Nabob of Owd to 
ors © the Enterprize. N Frag bo 


My conduct in this inſtance will be fully explained 
when I proceed to the. narration of the whole tranſ- 
action. I ſhall here but obſerve that I thought the 
ground of war juſtly eſtabliſhed ; that the Nabob 
Shuja Dowla had repeatedly urged our conſent to it, 
and that I made uſe of the earneſtneſs with which he 
purſued this favourite point, to engage his agreement 
to a ſyſtem of uſeful alliance with him; which I ob- 
e 4 | tained, 
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' tained, and date from it the ſubſequent power and 


proſperity of the Company in Bengal, 


VIIIth. That 1 obliged bim to accept even the permiſſion 
to relinquiſh the execution of it as a favour, and to 
mate conceſſions for it. | 


This is a perverſion of a plain and ſimple fat. —I 
had required fifty lacks of rupees for the price of the 
ceſſion of Cora and its dependencies : He pleaded his 
inability to pay ſo large a ſum, and to defray the war 
with the Rohellas, and the encreaſed ſubſidy for our 
army. I agreed to remit five lacks of the demand; 
and when he propoſed to ſuſpend the deſign againſt 
the Rohellas, which removed the former plea, I de- 
manded, and he conſented to replace the five lacks, 
and the ſtipulation for Cora remained as it originally 
ſtood in my demand for it, at fifty lacks; and thus 
the tranſaction is ſtated in my original report of it. 


IXth. That the engagement Was verbal, and not bound 
Ha written treaty. 


It is true, that the fitſt propoſition for the Rohella 
war was diſcuſſed and terminated in converſation ; but 
the terms on which it was to have been undertaken 
were committed to writing, and made. parts of the 
draft of the treaty concluded with the Nabob Shuja 
Dowla, at Benaris; but were withdrawn from it at his 
awn inſtance, and left unnoticed, becauſe the whole 


buſineſs appertaining to it was poſtponed, and, as I 


then believed, wholly given up. Afterwards, when 
It was reſumed, the terms'of- our mutual engagement 
were ſtated in the letters which paſſed between the 
Nabob and myſelf; and the event proved. that the 


obligation in this mode was as binding as a treaty, in 


all its forms, could have made it; for the-ſum ſtipu- 
lated to be paid to the Company for their aſſiſtance in 
the war, was acknowledged by the Nabob to be due 
when it might have been diſputed, and it has been 
punctually paid. It might have been diſputed, be- 
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caauſe our army was withdrawn while the country was 
yet unſettled, and withdrawn without the 'Nabob's 
conſent, and againſt his remonſtrances; which was con- 
trary to the expreſs terms of the agreement made with 
him. But ſurely I may aſk, is this defence neceſſary? 
Is every, act criminal which any man may ſtate to be 
| ſuch? Or is it criminal to have omitted doing what 
any man may conceive proper to have been done? 
— Hard would be my lot, were my paſt actions to 
be meaſured by this teſt of them ; for though the 
which I have officially written, and to which 
J have contributed, would fill many ponderous vo- 
lumes, yet their bulk and number would have been 
more than doubled, had every minute tranſaction 
and occurrence been minuted which I had deemed of 
importance at the inſtant in which they paſſed ; and 
enormous indeed, if to theſe all the converſations were 

added, which either led to. buſineſs, or aroſe out of it. 


Xth. That 1 confeſſed that I ſpoke the Hindaſtan language 
. imperfectly, and nevertheleſs made no uſe of an inter- 
preter. 


I will not tranſgreſs the bounds of my reſpect for 
this Honourable Houſe, nor offend the high ſenſe 
which I entertain of its wiſdom, by r any reply 
to this article. 


XIth. That I propoſed the acquiftion of 40 lacks of ru- 
pees for the Company, and a relief to the diſtreſſes * 
The Company, as W of the gran: | 


This 1 acknowledge ; and whatever Sn may 
have ſuggeſted ſuch a motive as a criminal charge, I 
ſhall never regret the ſervices and ſacrifices which 1 
have made to my 41 * and to my country, what - 
ever returns 1 _ ave received at the n. or 
may receive from either. 


XII ch. That I mne the inflrudtion of the Council, | 
Y tranſgreſſing the Company's rs to which their 


— had reſtricted me. 
This 
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This is refuted by the preliminary expoſition which 
I have offered of the true conſtruction of che Com- 
pany's orders on which 1 it is grounded, 


XIIIch. That 1 ſuppreſſed the information of the agree- 
ment originally made with the Nabob Shuja Diva; is 
the letter which I wrote to the Court of Directors from 
Benaris, adviſing them of the treaty concluded with the 
ſeid Nabob on other Jubjecks. 95 | 


The letter which J diſpatched to the Court of Di- 
rectors from Benaris was written to inform them of 
what had been done, and of that but as much as it was 
eſſential for them to know. It was not neceſſary to in- 
form them of what was not done, nor to commit the 
ſecret of a deſign which had been dropped, but might 
yet take place, and which related to a great political 
event, to a letter which was to paſs through the center 
of H indoſtan, and afterwards through many nations of 
Aſia and Europe, with at leaſt an equal chance of its 
being intercepted. 

In effect I ſuſpect that it actually met with that fate, 

though written and diſpatched in duplicate; for in 
the Report publiſhed by order of the Court of Direc- 
tors, I find this letter inſerted, with a notice that it was 
received by them on the 20th of March, which was 
the date of the receipt of the ſubſequent diſpacches of 
the Board, by the Mercury Packer. 
That I may not appear to have been remiſs in any 
part of the proceſs of my tranſactions at Benaris, I will 
crave leave to ſtate the following ſhorr CEE 
recital of it. 

On the 23d of June 1/73. Lreceived my inſtroctions 
from the Board. On the 7th of September I conclud- 
ed a treaty with the Nabob Shuja Dowla, conformable 
to my inſtructions. On the roth'of the ſame month 
I adviſed the Court of Directors of it in a letter diſ- 
patched in duplicate by land to England. On the 4th 
of October, I delivered my report of my proceedings 
in my place, at the Board in Calcutta; and on the 12th 
of October, * was written by the Board, and dif- 
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patched by the Mercury packet,, to the Court of Di- 
rectors, for the declared purpoſe of conveying to them 
my report, in which all that had paſſed relating to the 
projected deſign againſt the Rohellas was fully recit- 
ed: So that the whole tranſaction was begun and con- 
cluded, and underwent every requiſite proceſs of of- 
ficial communication, with a journey of 1500 miles, 
in the courſe of three months and nineteen days. 
The following is an extract of ſa much of my report 
as relates to the preſent ſubject: 
cc The Vizier was at firſt very deſirous of the aſſiſt- 
"<< ance of an Engliſh force to put him in poſſeſſion of 
** the Rohella country lying north of his dominions, 
<< and caſt of the Ganges. This has long been a fa- 
ee vourite object of his wiſhes, and you will recollect 
ce that the firſt occaſion of my late viſit was furniſhed 
« by a propoſal of this kind. He had certainly juſt 
« grounds of reſentment. againſt the Chiefs of this 
cc nation, who had not only failed in their engage- 
« ments to pay him forty lacks of rupees for his pro- 
ec tection againſt the Marattas, but had actually ſup- 
cc plied them with money when they appeared in arms 
_ « againſt him. He offered ro make the Company a 
« conſideration for this ſervice, of forty lacks of 
cc rupees, beſides the ſtipulated ſum for the expences 


« of our troops; but he afterwards laid aſide this de- 


te ſign, fearing that it would diſable him from fulfilling 
« his engagements for Corah and Illahabad. I en- 
* cloſe for your obſervation, No. 10, the original 
« agreement of the Rohella Chiefs, witneſſed by Gene- 
cc ral Barker; No. 11, a tranſlation of the ſame; No. 
& 12, a tranſlation of a letter which I received from 
« Hafiz Rahmut Cawn, in whoſe name the agreement 
ce was ratified ; and No. 13, a tranſlation of a narra- 
tc tive delivered to me by the Vizier, in reply to it. 


& The meaſures to be purſued for his ſecurity on that quar- 


& ter muſs therefore be determined 2 future occurrences, 
te] was pleaſed that he urged the ſcheme of this expe- 
te dition no further, as it would have led our troops to 
cc a diſtance. from our borders, which I would wiſh 
* ever to avoid, although there are powerful argu- 
te ments to recommend it. XIVch. 
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XIVth. That J entered a falſe report of the tranſaction 


in the Council-Books, by repreſenting that the Nabob 
had propoſed the deſign ; but that I was pleaſed that ' 
he urged the ſcheme of the expedition no further, when, 
in reality and truth, I bad conſented to it. 


There is nothing like a contradiction in the repre- 
ſentations which are oppoſed to each other, to eſtabliſh 
the guilt of falſehood which is here laid to my charge. 

I affirm, and the records of this Houſe.prove incon- 


teſtibly, that the Nabob did propoſe, did firſt propoſe, 
_ the defign of the Rohella war; nay, that it was the 


foundation of my journey to Benaris. It appears, -in 
various parts of the ſame authorities, that I availed 
myſelf of his eager ſglicitude for the attainment of 
this point, to engage dis aſſent to others of neceſſary 
conſequence, and of much greater value to the Com- 
pany; and it is certain that I was pleaſed to have ob- 
rained them, without the neceſſity of making this 
conceſſion, when he himfelf relinquiſhed it. The in- 
ternal movements of the mind admit of no determinate 
evidence to prove them; but that I was in a ſituation 
which was moſt likely to have affected me in the man- 


ner which I have deſcribed, I have abundant proof. 


The dominions of. the Nabob Shujah Dowla, our 
ally, lay open and expoſed to thoſe poſſeſſed by the 
Rohellas, both conſiſting of one vaſt plain, without 
any natural line of diviſion or of obſtruction between 
them; and both were ſnut in by the ſame common 
boundary, the Ganges, cloſing them in theimorthern 
extremity with impenetrable mountains. 5-2 

The Marattas had ſucceſſively attempted to poſſeſs 
themſelves of this country; and, but for the aſſiſtance 
of the Nabob's forces, united with thoſe of the Com- 


pany, they would have ſucceeded. The Rohellas, 


though thus effectually and ſeaſonably protected b 
the Nabob Shuja Dowla, had openly negociated wit 


the Marattas, and had ſhewn manifeſt diſpoſitions to 


unite with them againſt their defender. The ſame 
ſcene might be renewed the next year, and repeatedly, 
with equal danger to the Nabob Shuja Dowla, whe- 
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ther the Marattas obtained complete 1 of the 
country, or the Rohellas joined with them to carry 
their ravages into his. The Company's intereſts, 
which were at all times involved in the ſecurity of the 
Nabob Vizier's dominions, had acquired a ſtrong ad- 
ditional tie by his recent engagements with them. 

The Rohellas had afforded him a juſt cauſe for war, 
and for all the conſequences of it, by their repeated 
breach of engagement; and he had a right to our 
concurrence and aſſiſtance in the proſecution of it. 

Theſe were the grounds for undertaking the war; 
and on theſe grounds, had he not himſelf ſhrunk from 
it, I ſhould have thought myſelf bound to join him 
— ir. RE | 

On the other hand, there were ſtrong arguments of 
diſcouragement, which operated againſt - the under- 


2 | n 

The ſucceſs of it, though morally certain, might 
have been attended with greater difficulties than when 
it was afterwards attempted, by reaſon of the neigh- 
bourhood of the Martattas, who would certainly have 
been invited to take part againſt us. The ſame doubts 
which the Vizier entertained of his ability to pay the 
ſtipulated ſum, in addition to thoſe of our other 


claims upon him, might as obviouſly occur to my 


mind, with all the conſequences both of public and 
private embarraſſment from the failure. My autho- 
rity, on which the continued ſupport of the enter- 
prize would depend, was but accidental, and liable 
to variation; and even that of the Board collectively, 
in points of a political nature, had for ſome time ſcarce 
appeared, but under the influence and agency of the 
Commander in Chief, whom I had offended by with- 
drawing it from him; yet he muſt have been em- 
loyed, and in effect my own choice had preferred 
im, in the execution of the plan, poſſibly with his 
own judgment oppoling it. py 
To theſe objections, which related immediately to 
the meaſure itſelf, others occurred, which were of a 
foreign and adventitious nature, and ſome which 


were merely perſonal and private. We i 
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The firſt of theſe diſtinctions regarded the ſtate of 
the Company at home, their Charter drawing near 
to its expiration, and a ſtrong popular prejudice ex- 
cited and univerſally prevailing againſt both them 


and their ſervants. The ſecond, my own ſituation, and 


that of my colleagues and coequals in the Council. 
I owed my appointment in the Government to mo- 
tives which, though highly honourable to thoſe who 
had nominated me to it, were but a limited and 
tranſitory dependence. 1 had no natural intereſt at 
home, no perſonal connections, nor any other means 
of ſupport, than ſuch as I might gradually and even- 
tually acquire by my reputation in office. In the 
mean time, all my actions were to be viewed through 
a very remote medium, with a thouſand refractions of 
private intereſt; ſecret miſrepreſentation; general pre- 


Judice; and the precipitation of uninformed judgment; 


and above all, the ſituation of my employers. not al- 
lowing them the free exerciſe of theirs. The meaſure 
itſelf derived its propriety from circumſtances of nice 
relation and various detail, which. few could- under- 


| ſtand without ſome previous knowledge, or ſtudy, of 


antecedent events and local ſituation, and which were 
eaſily liable to miſconſtruction. It was repugnant to 
the general policy of the Company, and depended for 
its ſanction on conſtructive orders, of which the Court 
of Directors, who framed them, had a claim at leaſt to 
the ſole right of interpretation. Theſe conſiderations, 
with others of a ſimilar nature, preſſed with a more 
ſenſible weight upon my mind at this time, by the 
means of recent advices privately received from Eng- 
land, which reached me while I was within a few days 
of my arrival at Benaris, and by which I learnt that a 
new commiſſion had been appointed from home, to 
make enquiry into the ſtate of the Company's affairs in 
Bengal, and to ſuperſede the powers of its actual 


_ adminiſtration. 


With ſuch proſpects of diſcouragement, will it be 
ſuppoſed that in the ſolicitude of my zeal for the 
public ſervice, or, if I muſt adopt the language of 
invective, in the * of an irregular ne * 


[ 34 J 
had no intervals of ſecret leiſure for the mind to turn 


t 
the glaſs upon its own concerns? I well knew what 1 
my duty required of me, and hat I was determined b 


on performing, in deſpite of every inferior concern; 
yet, when I was relieved from the obligation by the 
Nabob's renunciation of his deſign, which could be 
proſecuted only at his requiſition, and therefore no 


duty of my own oppoſed the forbearance of it, I ſ 
might then both naturally and allowably yield ſome "2 
indulgence to my private feelings. I was certainly Je 
| ay to be freed from the embarraſſment. which I e 

ad apprehended in the proſecution of the plan, tho 1 
T ſhould have paid no regard to them, had I been ſtill a 
required to proceed in it. This oppoſition of my = 
private and reſtrained wiſhes to my ſenſe of what was it 
incumbent on me in my public character, will be o 
found to accord exactly with the ſentiments expreſſed Fe 
upon the ſame ſubject in my minutes delivered u 8 
both occaſions an which the ſubject of the Rohilla b 
war was introduced to the notice of the Board, both ti 
when the defignz was firſt propoſed and withdrawn, if 
and afterwards propoſed and adopted by the Board. cl 
But perhaps I have miſtaken the intended ſenſe of 5 
this part of the Charge; and it is not the inconſiſ- ſe 
tency of my private feelings with my public actions, FE 


which is alledged againſt me, but ſimply the infor- of 
mation given by me to the Board, that the deſign of ad 
the expedition had been-dropped, when in fa& it yet u 
exiſted, with my engagement to proſecute it. | 

If I have miſtaken the meaning of this 8 8 
and unneceſſarily waſted the time of this Honourable Fc 
Houſe in ſo long and laboured a refutation of a Charge 45 
not made againſt me, I humbly refer myſelf to the 
candour of this Houſe, and beg leave to aſcribe my 
error to the manner in which the Charge is drawn and 
printed, with intricacy of conſtruction, and a frequent 
change of type; many words, and eyen whole ſen- 
tences, ag —_ in 1 as if indi- 
cating ſome implied guilt, or aggravating that ex- 
reſsly alledged againſt me. N - 1s this practice 
{whether fair or not, this Honourable Houſe will de- 
5 oF termine) 
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termine) confined to the paragraph in queſtion of 


this firſt Charge, nor even to this ſingle Charge, but 


pervades, with the like ambiguity, every part of every 


Charge exhibited againſt me. 


- I now proceed to reply to this Article, in the ſenſe 
which I have juſt inferred from it. 4 8 
In my reply to the preceding Article, I have in- 


ſerted the whole of my report, of what paſſed between 


the Nabob Vizier and myſelf at Benaris, on the ſub- 


ject of the firſt propoſal for the Rohilla war, in an 
extract from my report of all my proceedings there. 
This report ſtated, that the Vizier was defirous of our 
aſſiſtance againſt the Rohillas, and offered terms for 


it; but that, for reaſons aſſigned, he afterwards laid 


it aſide; © that the meaſures to be purſued for his 
ce ſecurity in that quarter, were therefore to be de- 
t termined by future occurrences ;” and * I was 
© pleaſed that he urged it no further.” There the 
buſineſs reſted, and as I certainly did believe it at that 
time, finally; though the obligation ſtill remained, 
if the Nabob ſhould again lay claim to it, and no 
change of circumſtances intervened to alter it. | 
On the 26th of November of the ſame year, the 
ſubje& was again introduced at the Board, with a 
requeſt of the Vizier, for the renewal and proſecution 
of it; and the following was my recital of the tranſ- 
action more at large, in a minute which I delivered 
upon the occaſion : Boa 

In this ſituation, here appears an unuſual degree 
c of reſponſibility annexed to ſuch an undertaking. 
tc I would therefore recommend it to ſerious conſide- 
s ration; and at the ſame time I think it my duty to 


declare, that J find myſelf embarraſſed in a peculiar 
ce manner in my deciſion, from the circumſtances of 


ce what paſſed between the Vizier and myſelf at Be- 
cc naris, The Board will recollect, that this very 
te country was included in the line of defenſive opera- 
te tions which they thought proper to adopt laſt year, 
«© in ſupport of the Vizier; and it is now neceſſary to 


e acquaint them more fully, that the Vizier, at the 


« interview, did propoſe this expedition to me, and 
F | E2 ©. Krar- 
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ce earneſtly ſolicited my aſſiſtance; that I regarded te 
* this requeſt as a lucky circumſtance in the negocia- 6 
* tion, and availed myſelf of it, as the means of pur- 

* chaſing the Vizier's compliance with the other meas ab 
te ſure, which was the principal object of my com- di 
«© miſſion. I conſented to it; engaging to aſſiſt him is 
<« in the enterprize, on the conditions with which the ſta 
Board are already acquainted. Afterwards, from a en 
& ſuſpicion of his own ability to make good ſo many co 
de pecuniary engagements at once, as thoſe he had tin 


t“ undertaken, he himſelf made the propoſal for ſuſ- bu 
s pending the Rohilla expedition; but the condition fot 


& which took its riſe from it, viz. that the future pay- ho 
te ments of the extra charges of the army ſent at any ſta 
© time to his aſſiſtance ſhould be fixed at 210,000 ru- att 
<< pees per month for a brigade, was ſtill allowed to I oct 
te be made an article of the new treaty. And it was wa 
& further agreed, that the ſtipulation for Corah, the 
© which I had with difficulty raiſed to forty-five lacks 


« of rupees, ſhould now be made fifty, in conſidera» the 
* tion of his being exempted from the additional Sh 
*© burthen of the projected Campaign, and better of 


1 * enabled to fulfil his other payments. It is unne- it 
4 te ceſſary to explain the motives which urged the 5 
« Vizier to make conceſſions for the liberty of re- E 


* linquiſhing a point which he had apparently ſo 
* much at heart, and which I was not ſolicitous to 


*« purſue: The detail would be tedious The Gentle- x 
e men who were with me, and to whom I made daily E 
« communication of the progreſs of the ne ociation”, cc « 
<< will remember, that ſuch was the iſſue of this part Wy 
te of them. The expedition remained only ſuſpend- Fc] 
te ed; and I gave him every reaſon to expect, that 285 
** whenever it could again be with prudence reſumed, 7871 
«& and he deſired it, it ſhould be undertaken. 1 8e { 
„ This is the predicament in which I now ſtand 9 
% with the Vizier; and although, from a fear of his 78 
* not being able to fulfil his part of the agreement, of 
« 1 wiſh to avoid engaging in the project for the pre- . 


e ſent, yet it appears to me, that a direct refuſal, after 
„what has paſſed, would have an unfriendly af} 2 
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e forces, or you will not.” 


[wh 

tt and might admit of the conſtruction of artifice and 
cc inſincerity in our dealings with him.” ̃ 

I now throw myſelf on the juſtice of this Honour- 
able Houſe to determine, whether there is any other 
difference between the two recitals, than that the latter 
is more: dstailed and enlarged than the former, which 
ſtates little, more being then unneceſſary. Had the 
engagement in the firſt inſtance ſtood, it would have 
conſtituted an article in the treaty, which was at that 
time concluded; and the draft of it is ſtill on record; 
but the Nabob himſelf declining it, it retained no other 
force on our government, than that which the ſpirit of 
honour and fair dealing might allow, and the circum- 
ſtances of affairs admitted. Theſe had received no 
ather alteration, than the departure of the Marattas, 
occaſioned by a late revolution in their own ſtate, which 
was likely, for a length of time to come, to prevent 
them from interfering in our operations. 

If further evidence of this conſtruction is neceſſary, 
the following extract from the letter of the Nabob 
Shuja Dowla, which furniſned the ſubject of debate, 
of which the preceding minute formed a part, will put 
it beyond the poſſibility of doubt. a 


Extract of a Letter from the Nabob Shuja Dowla, 
received the 18th November 1773. 


c During our interview at Beniris, we had ſome 
te converſation on this ſubject; and it was then agreed 
te on, that I ſhould pay to the Company the ſum of 
te forty lacks of rupees, after the extirpation of the 
“ Rohillas; and two hundred and ten thouſand rupees 
« monthly, on account of the Engliſh Brigade, during 
« my operations in the Rohilla country; and that I 
te ſhould, with the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh forces, en- 
te deavour to puniſh and exterminate the Rohillas out 
e of their country. e 2 
 « If therefore theſe Terms are agreeable to you, I defire 
to know whether you will aſſiſt me with the Engliſb 


"BE 


When 


TW JI 
When I wrote the Minutes from which the preced- 
ing Extracts are taken, I little ſuſpected that the time 
would come when they were to be put to the rack of 
verbal criticiſm before the Houſe of Commons of 
Great Britain. 2985 

I look back with pain on the many which 
have been filled with this part of my defence, in a 
diſcuſſion which I myſelf cannot but conſider as un- 
worthy to take up ſo much of the attention of this 
Honourable Houſe, did not the occaſion of it impli- 
cate the plauſibility of every other Charge inſtituted 
againſt me, and caſt the colour of reproach upon the 

moſt important tranſactions of the Britiſh Government 
in India, during the courſe of thirteen years, from 
the imputed depravity of character in him who direct- 
ed them. FE 

A charge of falſchood in terms, of deliberate falſe- 
hood, imprints ſuch a ſenſe of infamy on an ingenuous 
mind, as even the fulleſt refutation of it cannot wholly 
efface; ſince it taints the ſource itſelf of every honourable 

rinciple, and follows its devoted object into all his 
Pabits of ſociety, even to his deareſt connections. 

I hope, therefore, I ſhall not be deemed to depart 
from the great reſpect which I owe and truly profeſs 
for this Auguſt Aſſembly, if on this occaſion I abandon 
for an inſtant the degraded condition of a man arraign- 
ed, and aſſume my claim to the rights of reſpe& which 
my rank in office, primarily and repeatedly aſſignedto me 
by this Honourable Houſe itſelf, authorizes me to 
aſlept. | 

If, after a patient and full examination of all the 
Charges exhibited againſt me, I ſhall appear to merit 
that puniſhment which the juſtice of my country exacts 
for high offenders, let me receive it: will ſubmit 
with what reſignation 1 can to my doom, how much 
ſoever my own conſciouſneſs of better deſert may 
revolt againſt it. Let me not, however, be puniſhed 
before conviction by the admiſſion of hard epithets, 

and diſgraceſul invectiyes againſt me. I am war- 
ranted by the doctrine of my religion to proteſt againſt 
ſuch a treatment; for this teaches me, that _ a 
+ 7 bleſſed 
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dleſſed Spirit of heaven contending with the devil 
« qurſt not bring a railing accuſation againſt him . 
But if the reſult ſhall prove, that in a long, difficult, 
and perilous ſervice, I have conducted myſelf with 
integrity, and with a zeal for the intereſts of my em- 
ployers, and my country, manifeſted by an invariable 
train of ſucceſsful meaſures ; that I was inſtrumental 
in preſerving one great and valuable branch of the. 
Britiſh empire committed to my charge, from threat- 
ened annihilation; and left it in a ſtate more proſperous 
than I received it what atonement will this Honour- 
able Houſe in its juſtice ordain for the injury which I 
ſuftain by having been branded on its records, and 
under the ſanction of its authority, with the vile and 
abhorred character of a Verres, an oppreſſor, a de- 
frauder, a traitor, and even of a lyar? 


XVch. That I and the Council engaged in the enterprize 
under circumſtances of uncommon ręſponſibility and per- 
ſonal hazard. . 


This I admit; but not in the terms of the text, nor 
with the implication of criminality, I know not on 
what grounds affixed to it. 


XVIth. That no part of the money due for the Robilla 

mar was recovered till after the eſtabliſhment. of the 
new government in Bengal, and that the whole remains 
in effett and ſubſtance unpaid to this day. | 


The meaning of this charge ſeems to be, that ſo long 
as any balance remained due from the Nabob of Oude, 
in the running account between him and the Company, 
that balance aroſe excluſively out of the ſtipulation for 
the Rohilla war, whatever debts may have been in- 
curred, or payment made, though of millions on both 
ſides of the account, ſince that debt was originally con- 
wand; ©: | | | 

This is contrary to the general commerce of man- 
kind; every debt, in the order in which it was con- 
tracted, being univerſally underſtood to be * 

| 7 
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by the ſutns received, if equivalent in their — 
dent order of payment; But let it be as it will; it is 
now paid beyond all poſſibility of queſtion; for even 
while theſe charges are forming, advices are received 
from the government of Bengal, which declare that 
the Nabob of Oude had paid up the whole of his debt 
to the Company of every kind, without an Anna re- 
maining. 


XVIIch. That the Nabob Shuja Dowla committed great 
acts of cruelly and inbumanity in the proſecution of the 
War, and in the abuſe made of his victory; that be 
violated a princeſs of great rank, and other women, 
and that I abetted bim therein ; that eminent families 

were either cut off or baniſhed, the wives and children 
ruined, and the country laid waſte and W 


This part of the general charge, if it were true, 
could only affect me as the abettor of it. 

That I was not the abettor of it I certainly know, 
but cannot diſprove it, otherwiſe than by an appeal to 
my general character, which is in the ſtrong features 


of it well known, and to the evidences themſfelyes,- 


which are quoted in ſupport of the allegation. I deny 
that there is a ſyllable in theſe that proves it, or that, 
without a violence on the conſtruction which could 
convert white into black, even tend to caſt the moſt 
diſtant. ſuſpicion of it. 

The letter written by the Board to Colonel Cham 
pion, dated the 23d May 1773, and mine to Mr. 
Middleton, dated. _ 27th of the ſame month, which 
I ſhall crave leave to read at the cloſe of this article, 
are evidences of my anxiety and endeavours, both to: 
obtain a true knowledge of the facts, and to redreſs: 
them in whatever degree they might be found to exiſt; 
and the anſwers to both are, in my opinion, a refuta- 
tion of the charge as it ſtands againſt the Vizier. With 
reſpect to the firſt, Colonel Champion, in anſwer to 
the deſire expreſſed: by the Board, to be immediately 
< adviſed of the particulars of the treatment to which! 


<« he had alluded,” that is, the Nabob' * 


5 
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the Rohilla priſoners, begins the ſubject with a ſens 
tence that ſeems to promiſe the information required, 
but no ſuch information follows. 3 hagge at 

Mr. Middleton's anſwer is in point, and affords a 
very temperate, and I do believe a moſt faithful re- 
port upon the queſtion. It is long, and worth the 
peruſal of thoſe who may wiſh for more information 
upon the ſubject. It no further concerns me.— I am 


unwilling to quit this ſubject without adding, that the 


ſons of Hafiz Rahmut Cawn were living at Lucknow 
when I was at that capital; that they enjoyed a penſion 
from the preſent Nabob, which afforded them a decent 


maintenance, with a promiſe of more after payment of 


the Nabob's debt to the Company, under the engage- 


ments which he had contracted with me. They were 


under no other reſtraint than a prohibition to reviſit 
their own country, and were my daily viſitors; for 
which they no doubt had the expreſs permiſſion of the 
Nabob, and that optionally given, for I never inti- 
mated the moſt diſtant wiſh to ſee them; and indeed, 
they frequently attended him in the viſits which he 
himfadlfumadeitd r-. :: n T0. viral 

Fyzoolla Cawn, the only ſurviving fon of Al 

Mahmud, the founder of this little dominion, ſtill re- 
mains in peaceable poſſeſſion of as much of his inhe- 
ritance as he held before the war, which (by a fatality 
that might induce a mind, even but lightly tinctured 
with ſuperſtition, to infer the hand of Providence in ſo 
juſt a diſtribution of its events) cloſed with the death 
of Hafiz Rahmut, the uſurper of the rights of his 
patron and © maſter, who had entruſted them to his 
-guardianſhip, and with the deprivation of the children 


| cof his accomplices; as the pumſhment allotted, accord- . 


ing to their ſeveral degrees of guilt, to the perpetrators 
of ſo complicated a treachery. ! uy | 

My letter to Mr. Middleton, to which I have above 
-alluded; I now entreat iMon to read. I was not 


aware of the ſtrength of this evidence, when on a cur- 


ſory inſpection I marked it for reference. I am 
pleaſed to find it, on a more attentive peruſal of it, 
not only a clear refutation of the Charge, ſo far as'I 
: 1 myſelf 


_ [#1] 

_ myſelf am affected by it, but an example to ſhew both 
the delicacy with which I treated the great allies of 
the Company, and the firmneſs with which I main> 
rained the rights and honour of my own nation, 


Extract of à letter from the Preſident to Mr. Na- 
thaniel Middleton, dated 27th May, 1774. 
Colonel Champion complains of the conduct of the 
Visier, in ſuffering, or even in ordering his troops to 
Tavage the country, and in his cruel treatment of the 
family of Hafez Rhamet. This is a ſubject on which I 
cannot write to the Vianer ; it might widen the breach 
between him and the Commander in Chief, and poſſi- 
bly influence the Nabob to ſome private revenge on 
the unhappy remains of Hafez Rhamet's family. 1 
deſire therefore, that you will take an immediate 
-occaſion to remonſtrate to him againſt e act of 
eruelty or wanton violence: The country is his, and 
the people his ſubjects. They claim by that relation 9 
his tendereſt regard and unremitted protection. The | 
family of Hafez have never injured him, but have a XI 
Claim to his protection, in default of that of which . 
he has deprived them Tell him that the Engliſh 5 
manners are abhorrent of every ſpecies of inhumanity 5 
and oppreſſton, and enjoin the gentleſt treatment of a 
vanquiſhed enemy. Require and entreat his obſerv- 
ance of this principle towards the nr te Hafezg 
Tell him, my inſtructions to you generally, but urgent- — 
M enforce the ſame maxim; and that there is no part 
of his conduct will operate ſo powerfully in winning 
the affections of the Engliſh, as inſtances of benevo- 
lence and feeling for others. If theſe arguments do 
not prevail, you may inform him direftly, that you 
have my orders to inſiſt on a proper treatment of the 
-family of 'Hafez Rhamer; fince in our alliance with 
him, the reputation of our national character is in- 
Vvolved mevery act which ſubjects his own to reproach ; 
that I ſhall publicly exculpate this government from 
the imputation of aſſenting to ſuch a procedure, and 
+ "Ran T ſhall reſerve it as an objection to any future engage- 
{2 #15] | ments 


5th, Report of 
which 


A . 
ments with him, when the preſent: ſervice ſhall have 
been accompliſhed.” | 


XVIII ch. That I diſobeyed a ſtanding order of the Court 
of Directors, 1ſt, by. not producing all my corre/ſpon- 
fence with Mr. Middleton, the refident at Oude, and 
with Colonel Champion, the commander in chief of the 
Army employed in the Rohilla war, to the Secret Com- 
mittee; and, 2dly, by refuſing to produce the ſame to 
the majority of the Council. TE T0 157 I's 


This Charge contains its own refutation in the terms 
of it; for the Company's orders of the 23d of March 
1770, which relate expreſsly to letters written in cor- 
reſpondence with the country powers, have no relation 
to my correſpondence with Mr. Middleton and Colo- 


nel Champion; nor their inſtructions, dated the thir- + 


tieth of March 1774, either to that correſpondence, or 
to any other which had paſſed antecedent” ta the re. 
ceipt of them, e awed 1 501 His 


XIXth. _ That 7 arrogated to myſelf dangerous powers, 8 
by. aſſerting that Mr. Middleton, the public Refigent- 
at Oude, was my official agent, and that, wing uch, 


 { was not obliged to communicate his correſpouden 
I do. not know whether to admit or deny this. alle 
e for though I comprehend it in its direct con- 
ruction, I cannot draw any inference from it which 
can ſerve for the ground of an impeachment, or even 
of nine; But it alludes to my minute, 2 * 
26th: October 1774, No. 45 of the Appendix of the 
8 Committee, every ſyllable of 
avow; and unleſs. a new inſtitute af morality 


ſhall be invented, for the purpoſe of proving me an 


offender againſt it, I deny that it contains a ſentiment 
or - expreſſion. which is not. conſiſtent with the molt 
rigid principles. of obedience, integrity, faith, and 
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XXth. ' That ibe Court. of: Direfors; and. afterwards: 


_ viz the origin, deſign, progrels, cokclumndeens. 
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the General Court of Proprietors, did unanimouſly con- 
demn (along with my conduct relative to the Rohilla 
' treaty and war) my refuſal to communicate my whole . 
correſpondence. with Mr. Middleton ta the Council ; 
* Ho 2 bave never yet communicated the-whole of 
either to the en General and 
Coed, or to the Court on DireGers. To erik. 


Neider my 8 & the Court of Direftors, 670 
my gratitude and devoted attachment to the Court of 
Proprietors; ſnall reſtrain me from ſaying, that the 
firſt were partial judges, and that the aſt w were income» 

ent, as wanting the means of information. The: 

part of this article is true, namely, that I — 
never yet communicated the whole of my correſp 

dence either to the Governor General and Council; or 


to the Court of Directors: but it is equally. true, that 
the Court of Dire 


Tors have never demanded it of me; 
and that I have uniformly oppoſed the right of the 
Council to exact it, which ſhould be firſt eſtabliſhed 
before the refuſal to them can be made a crime. Ho. 
ever, the whole of this charge I ſhould © can- 
not properly come under the diſcuſſion 'this honour- 
able Houſe; for: in the very terms of ititis ſtated, 
that my conduct was enquired into both by the Di- 


rectors and Proprietors, my legal and ultimate judges, 


who both paſ their cenſure upon it; and in that: 
cenſure r di pag eee Dares of ee ee 


- HAVING: now finiſhed my e. 5 ao 
Charge in my reply to the material points which com- 
poſe it, I ſhall proceed to recite the particulars of the 
tranſaction to hich they all bear a common relation, 


of the Rohilla war.. 40 

In May 1771, the King quitted Hlatiabad ace 
himſelf into the arms of the Matattas.; A a few' 
months afterwards he granted them ſunnuds, or char- 


ters, for the provinces of Corah, Currah, and Illahabad, 
or the lands nn. ſituated above the conflux of 
e 


[41] 


the rivers Ganges and: Jumma, which we had before 
given to him. In January 1772, General: Sir Robert 
Barker met the Nabob Shujadowla, at Fyzabad, Who 
propoſed various plans to counteract the ambitious de- 
ſigns of the Marattas, who were then preparing to in- 
vade Rohelcund. The General, by his own authority, 
ordered a battalion of Sepoys for the defence of the 
lines at Cawnpoor. The Governor (Mr. Cartier) and 
the Select Committee, on the lath of February 177, 
approved of the General's: conduct, and authorized him 
to entar into negociations on the part of the nn 
in ſupport of the Nabob's views. 

On the 28th of January 1772, the General wrote to 
the Select Committee, that the Nabob wiſtied: to pro- 
tect the Rohillas, and to treat with them, which 
could not be done, he ſaid, without the conſent of the 
« Engliſh;” for their letters . were written to him in 
<« A ſtyle as if he was one and the fame as the Engliſh ; 
ce and he doubted that, without ſuch a concutrente, 
cc they meant to do nothing with him alone.“. 

The dangerous conſequences portended from theſe 
alarming ſymptoms are ſtrongly deſcribed in the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter of the General to the Se- 
let Committee, dated the 25th of February 1772 

*I ſhould imagine that if the Marattas fucceed in 
ce their attempts of croſſing the river, and make 4 
ce rapid progreſs through the Rohilla country towards 
« the Vizier's territories, as they have already given 
4 out that they intend cantoning at Lucknow, you 
<« will judge it neceſſary to advance a brigade nearer. 
6% to his Excellency's dominions; for in this cafe the 
e approach of the Marattas will be very quick. 

On che 28th of February the General wrote tliat 
the Marattas had made good their paſſage of the river, 
and given a total defeat to the Rohillas at the 
fords to oppoſe them; that he had therefore ordered 
the brigade at Dinapore to march immediately towards 
the Vizier's dominions, excuſing his taking ſuch a ſtep 
without the authority of the Genes, ps * - ro 
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In this part of the th Report of the Sddrex-Come * 
mittee, from which I draw this recital, I miſs the Reply .. 
which was written: to Sir Robert: Barker s letter; but 1 WW... 
recollect that the Committee diſapproved of the march .. 
of the brigade, and countermanded it. 1 7 

On the oth of April the General wrote, that “ the my 
65 Marrattas had applied to the Nabob Sujah Dowla W.. 8 
e to be the mediator of their differences with the Ro- i 
46 hillas, to which he was much inclined,” and was not ; 
to be diverted from this ſcheme, though the General IPs 
had ſtrenuouſly oppoſed it, and preſſed him, ( rather 

4 to form an alliance with the Rohillas; i he Nabob 

| inſiſting ct that he had no choice; for he muſt either 

join The Marattas in the total reduction of the Ro- 

. Rillas, or bring on a compromiſe between thoſe 

* powers; for the alternative was an attack on his 

. dominions after the reduction of the Rohillas, 

unleſs (for ſo the ſenſe follows in the conſtruction) 

_ «© the En _ forces would join to ſupport him in the 

* undert preferably recommended by the Ge- 

E neal; — that (c he had therefore ſent Captain 

Gabriel Harper to Hafiz Rahmut, and would do. 

à his endeavours to procraſtinate this treaty until he 

* received the Committee's inſtructions. 

On the 1 Ith of April, 1772, I ſucceeded to the office 
Preſident of the Council of Fort William; and from 
t day only I date my ſhare of pere in the 
acts of the Government of 
| On the, Zech of the fame month, the Select Com- 
mittee, for the firſt time, entered into a conſideration 
of the General's repeated references; and the ſenti- 
ments recorded by them on that occaſion moſt de- 
cidedly mark * I be allowed to change the 
perſon, and ſay— my#- ſtrenuous; adherence. to the 
cautious and defenſive ſyſtem enjoined by the Com 
We approved the General's/** endeavours to dle 
the Vizier from entering into any negociations 
_ « which wight lead to an alliance with the Maratras ; 

4 ſince ws, might. by this means be precluded from 

" taking ſuch meaſures as the Company's exa& orders 

; * * neceſſary, Yue we could not 50 
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«of a promiſe being made to him of the junction of 
e Our forces in the proſecution of an offenſive war; 
« the more eſpecially, as the Court of Directors, in t beir 
cc Jetters by the Lapwing, had promiſed to furniſh us 
« ith clear and preciſe inſtruttions reſpeting our carry- 
c ing boſtilities againſt the Marattas dia diſtance from 
ce our own borders; which, we added, might be 
« ſdon expected, but which never came. We ex- 
preſſed ſome uneaſineſs at Captain Harper's depuration, 
and deſired that he might be recalled as ſoon as he 
conveniently: could be, as we did not chuſe to : appear 
« ag principals in theſe negociations. In the mean 
time, the meaſures purſued by Sir Robert had taken 
their courſe; and while I diſavow any concern in 
them, I may add, that they proved fortunate an their 
event. Captain Harper returned on the 21ſt of May, 
after having prevailed on Hafiz' Rahmut to agree to a 
perſonal meeting with the Vizier; the conſequence of 
which was, that on the 17th of June a treaty of alli- 
ance was concluded and reciprocally interchanged be- 
tween the Rohilla Chiefs and the Nabob Sujah Dowꝛla; 
and a ſeparate agreement on the part of the Rohillas, | 
to pay 40 lacks of rupees to the Nabob Viaier for the 
expulſion of the Marattas, whether effected by 
e peace or war; ten lacks to be paid on the imme 
te diate effect of his march, enabling the families of 


< the Rohillas to leave the woods, and return to their 


te habitations; the reſt in three years 

Both deeds were executed in the preſence of General 
Sir Robert Barker, and his ſignature affixed to both as - 
a witneſs to them. But the ſame act made him the 
guarantee of both; and virtually, by his repreſenta- 
tion, extended the ſame obligation to the Company ; 
for it has been ſhewn, that he was the inſtrument of 
the negociation, and that the Rohillas themſelves had 
refuſed to treat with the Nabob alone, that is, without 


the junction of the Engliſh name and faith with his. 
Thus it appears, that by a regular and natural grada- 
tion of events, the government of Bengal found itſelf 
entangled in the firſt movements of a war which it had 
ſought to avoid, but which was in its principle and 
I | 8 | ohject 


* 


es. 

dect deſenſve; and though extendidg beyond the 
| Ins of ts s-preferided. operations, had been recently 
marked out as an exception to it hy the Court of 
Directors, in their general letter of the at th of Auguſt 
#777, which is that ta which the Select Committee al- 
luded in their inſtructions to General Sir Robert Bark- 
er of the goch of April and that v hether the meaſures 
which led to this crifis/ af affairs were right or wrong, 


or whether the events which. produced it might or 
1 ought” have been diverted into another direction, I 


have no concern: in either queſtion. The 
movements bf the; machine (if I may. be allowed the 
figurt) had rebeived the ip frſt impulle:rfromn other 
 handsz>beforethercharge of it could be afirmed) in any 


ſienſe to have devalved to mine, and were independent 


of mel In this ſtate, progreſs,: and direction, I re- 
ctived che ſhare allotted Hor m in its management: 
und to theſe, even, in; the ſabſequene conduſt of: i 
my jodgment was nt coſſatily.conipelled:to bend-itf 
wh 1 approvediof the ed it. 
. : Jreatreat: the permiſſioncuf dd T 10h urable Houſe 


3 to proved in my narrative in the words of my letter, 


on [the-gd of Deecmber 
2794} Some claim I may be allowed to an indul- 
gene uf dime for —— other multiplied and 
 volaminous Charges exiting: againſt me the labour- 


ed production of years requiring days ſor their reſuts- 
tions Þ mall hereby-dyoid> the delays of reference and 


compilation, ——— offer this reci- 
tal as;genvine, nce it was written with the freſh im- 
; on: of the facts and events which-afipertain. toit; 
and irh it I ſhall cloſe 8 the geſt 


written ofthe: e td and for a ſimilar purpoſe, 
to he Odurt df ne 


bo exhibirced inſt me. nn 195 Nin *1 
7575 agal 


R 1— 1 dr ++ * Rite oth pion val 
0 n ede 45 n 
ein n ein bas Sn alt e Jo e 30 
St en 304 GUST: j d ay": fires. GET GOT * 
| r 400 


1 Sgt : 
„ : Tor *8- | * Ee 
1 SO, is + * © A 9 _ I 8 ; n - 
ns hv 8 48 4 7 G FP Ye. vs a EP SSA . » 5 : 
113 Een 1 1 * EIS 1 Jet ; $4 ins B EX. 
A n 


f p * - * 2 I 4 Ws. 
2 12 7 . gs . 1 * $424; Her KW. * AS ET ET? 'Y $54 — +4 ty -- : 
N E +2 * 5 8 ©: 4 E837 WS 4-5 Þ . 
a * 


-4+ ws FF | fs | *y ” &* Qh* 


„ 


Seien na a ar r 


1 


Pe | 
: 2 


EXTRACT of a 1 to * 99 of bras. 
4/0 % dated. gd December, 4773. 


"ag the 8 of the year 1772 the 3 in- 
vaded the country of the Rohillas, which, after a ſhort 


but ineffeQuual oppoſition at Sukkertol, was left at large, 


expoled to their ravages. . The Vizier, alarmed at their 
approach to the only part of his dominions which was 
cally acceſſihle by ſuch an enemy, applied with ſuch 
earneſtneſs to Sir Robert Barker, who. was at that time 


own odor _ he ſeven orders to as o ID udien | 
was 9 — Wi 


The N availing 
himſelf af 2 movement, offered h is protettion to 
the Rohillas, and entered into a general treaty of al- 
liance with the chiefs of that nation, and a ſeparate one 
with Haſez Rhamet Cawn, their principal,” who, in 
their name, and with their authority, engaged to pay 
him 40 lacks of rupees; for that ſupport, whenever the 
Marattas evacuated the country. Iranſlations of both 
treaties are recorded at length in the conſultation of | 
the agd July, 1772, and the original of the latter is 
in the a dual poſſeſſion of the Secretary, atteſted b 
ps Barker, who: was peojone, at the ratthcation ol 

On the approach. gf f.the 7 ſeaſon the Marattas 
exrarumed the country, 24 the Vizier demanded the 
ſtipulated Tecompence. from the Robillas, but they 
evaded: the payment. 

In the latter end of 1779, he Marattas baving ex- 
tonted from the King a grant of the diſtricts of Corah 


and Kurrah, which had been ceded to him by the,Com- 
parler — 3 of maintaining his dignity, 


were 
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were preparing to take poſſeſſion ; and as this acqui- 
fition would ws. made them maſters of the whole 
tract of country lying between the rivers Ganges and 
Jumna, and bordering upon the province of Oude, 
the Vizier again applied for aſſiſtance to repel. ſuch u dan- 
gerous neighbours. _ 
. The proceedings of the late Council, in theit ſecret 
So gr of the iſt Feb. 1783, treat this ſubject very 
largely, and ſhow how much they conſidered not only 
the ſafety of the Vizier, but even of the Company's 
poſſeſſions, to be endangered by this formidable en- 
5 of the Maratta ſtate. It was ultimately 
cluded to comply with the requiſition ef the Vizier, 


by ſending the firſt brigade for the protection of his 


dominiqns againſt any attempt which the Marattas might 
make on them; and alfo determined to prevent their 
defign on Corah, by raking prior poſſeſſion” for the 
Compapy, who had certain y the belt title to it when 
the Hon could no longer keep it. It was not to be 
ſuppoſed, that the Marattas would quietly fubmit to 
_ the 4 of a territory, which they had uſed the moſt 
perfidious means to obtain; and every precaution was 
therefore neceſſary to guard aguinft their efforts to re: 
cover it. 

The Company's orders -of 28th Auguſt, oY ex- 
preſsly allowed the neceſſity of departing on ſome oc - 
caſions from the limited <4 which they had for a long 
rime palt enjoined ; and in conſequence, the Rohilla 
count > AH of the Ganges, was included within the 
line aktion preſcribed to the General in his inftruc- 
tions ; becauſe, if the Marattas, either by the defeat, 
or, which was as likely to happen, by. the deſertion of 
the Rohillas to their cauſe, ſhould gain a footing in 
that country, nothing could ſe their entering into 
the province of Oude, and laying it waſte, in ſpite of 
any attempt of our forees, united with the Vizier's, to 
prevent them. The map which accompanies this, will 


demonſtrate thactruth more Nn than any verbal 


argument. 
Ie was not to be ſuppoſed, heide Marattas, whoſe 
embition forſome \ * paſt bad I wo univerſal con- 


queſt, 


- 
a6 
a #; 
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queſt "_ who 66 cen- 

agg Foc Balaghaut to the northern extremity of In- 
doſtan, ſhould 2 down contented when they had added 
the Douab, Corah, and Allahabad to their dominions ; 
On the cont „there as every reaſon to apprehend, 
and it was pu licly reported in their own camp, that 
they would next carry their operations into the coun 
of the Vizier, and even into the Company's own. 
ſeſſions. | 

On the grounds which 1 bave deſcribed, it was 
agreed to maintain the province of Corah againſt the 


| Marattas, and afterwards to extend our arms beyond 


the preſcribed line of the dominion of our ally into the 
Rohilla country, by a diſeretional latitude allowed the 
General, as above-mentioned, which he accordingly 
made uſe of, by marching the brigade as far as Ram- 
gaut ; and we have the ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe, that 
it was attended with every immediate advantage which 
we had projedted from ſuch a meaſure, as the Marattas 
lay during the whole campaign of 1773 in the neigh- 
bourhood of our army, but without daring either to 
croſs the river, or to approach the borders of Corah ; 
and before the ſetting-in of the rains of that year, their 


domeſtic troubles ob ** to return to their own 
proper dominions. 


Of the reſolution to enter the Rohilla country for 


its defence againſt the Marattas, the Court of Directors 
were firſt adviſed by the general letter by the u. 
A the giſt March, 1779, which 
arrived, in England long before the departure of the 
tranſports. The effeQual protection then afforded the 
Rohillas, and the . of the Marattas, having 


eſtabliſhed beyond al 
to the 40 lacks, which had been ſtipulated for this im- 


conteſt the right of the Vizier 


t ſervice, and which, by the terms of the engage- 
ment, were really due the preceding year, on the re- 
treat of the Marattas from their country, he demanded 
12 yment of Hafez Rhamet Cawn, who refuſed it. The 

izier alſo accuſed him of having ſecretly encouraged 
the Marattas, and ſent them a ſupply. of money; and, 


wk 45 miſtake not, General Ar Robert Barker, in we 
„„ 


; 1 


of his letters, mentions the kts circumſtance. | The 
— of juſtice thus eoineiding with the principles of 
und policy; which didtated to the Vizier the neceſſity 
of ſecuring himſelf againſt the intrigues and perfidy af fi 
the Rohillas,' who, from their ſituation; were moſt ca- h 
pable of hurting bim in his conteſts with more powerful I P 
enemies, and from their natural weakneſs, and the jea- Il © n 
louf! inſeparable from it, would ever ſeek their ſaſety * ſe 
in fomenting or joining in attempts againſt him, he tl 
formed the deſign of invading and redueing their coun- I r. 
try. As his on ſtrength was unequal to ſuch an un- IN © ti 
dertaking, be ſolicited the aid of this government for I © a 
effeAing it, and made an offer of 50 lacks of rupees © © y 
10 be paid on his accompliſhment, As this propoſal e 
was urged in the warmeſt terms, both in perſon to Sir eg] 
Robert Barker, and in his letter to me, and this had f 
Jong been a favourite project of the Vizier, the Board I © v 
d with me, that it might afford a fair occaſion to « 
urge the improvement of our alliance, by obtaining his IU © n 
afſent to a more equitable compenſation for the expence I © i 
attending the aid which he occaſionally received from 8 
our forces,” and to free the Company from the embar- 4 
raſſment to which they might be ſubjected by retaining 
the property and poſſeſſion of the remote diſtricts of 
Corah and Illahabad. For this purpoſe it was agreed, 
that I ſhould. write the following letter to the Vizier, 
which I beg leave to quote at large, becauſe it fixes the 
ſource of thoſe engagements, which took place by a 
rogreſſive train of meaſures, and are. in the 
| Roba war; and will mark, at leaſt, that this was not 
the effekt either of a precipitate and unweighed reſo- 
lution, or a tame acquieſcence in the Vizier's ſchemes 
of ambition, but the reſult of a long deliberation, ori- 
ginally deviſed, and conſiſtently emp loyed as an inſtru- 
ment of promoting the iniereſt of the Company, And 
perpetuating the dependence of their ally, he con- 
_ ver e HT pe. ne, GIF} 26d e 
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« the Marattas. You promiſe to the General, chat 
« whenever the Mathttas ſhould be driven out of the 
„% Rohilla country, and Hafez Rhamet Cawn ſhall-ful- 
« fil his agreement of 40 lacks of rupees, you will give 
C half that ſum to the Company; and that, ſhould the 
« Rohilla Chiefs be guilty of a breach of their agree - 
ment, and we will thoroughly exterminate them, and 
« ſettle: your Excellency in the country, yo wilt”in : 
© that caſe pay the Company 50 lacks of rupees: in 
« ready money, and exempt them from the King's 
tribute. Upon the ſame ſubje& the General has 
« alſo written to me fully. Every circumſtance which 
« you have written to me I conſider as a proof of the 
«© cordial attachment which ſubſiſts between us, and of 
ce the confidence and reliance which you place in the 
« friendſhip of the Engliſh Company; but the points 
« which you have propoſed require much confidera- 
« tion, and the previous ratification of a formal agree 
« Mien before I can affent to them; otherwiſe 205 
« incur the diſpleaſure of my employers. 1 
It is true, that I have long thought char the ion 
re. « of the Rohilla country with yours, either bY\Tur 
* and permanent obligation of friendſhip, or 
« ducing it to obedience, if they ſhould render fuch an 
« attempt juſtifiable by any act of enmity or treachery, 
* would be an adviſeable point for you to attain; be- 
<. cauſe by that means the defenſive line of your domi- 
« nions would be completed, by including within it all 
„ the land lying on that fide of the river Ganges;-and 
you would be in no danger of an attack on that 
e ter, whenever the Marattas ſhould commit difturb- 
* ànces in another. But it appears to me, that this is 
he an-objeQ not to be attained by an occafional view of 
that country; and its diſtance from the provinces of 
« Bengal will not admit of the continuance of the Eng- 
« Jiſh forces longer than the JO which: remains of 
ry weather. 
Tou will pleaſe to rowembet they were: en for 
«c. your aſſiſtance, and to defend the provinee of Ko- 
„ rah againſt the Marattas.” Thus far only am I au- 
. my fr 5 | 
"2" ce oy 
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: -- even this is the cauſe of . riſk to 
| << their affairs, eſpecially in the expences of their 
. troops and ftores, and in the abſence of ſo great a 
cc of their force, which was originally deſtined for 
_< the fole defence of the countries dependant on 

JJ HED 
_ © You have frequently repeated in your letters the 
« remark, that to wait till the enemy was at your door, 
« and then to write for the aſſiſtance of our forces, 
« would anſwer no good purpoſe ; but that every year 
ec the fame cauſe would require their return to the ſame 
«ſervice, and paſs without effecting any purpoſe of 
real advantage. My friend, all this is true; but it 
< proceeds from the want of proper meaſures having 
- > n previouſly taken, and from the imperfeQ foot- 
c ing on which affairs between us have been eſtabliſh- 
& ed. The concern which the Company take in your 
_ «ſafety, and the duties of friendſhip which their com- 
ec mands and our own inclinations equally enjoin us 
to obſerve inviolably to their allies, and eſpecially 
< to one ſo cloſely united by an approved attachment 
« to them, __ | -not ſuffer us to withhold our aid 
When your affairs require it; but it has always been 
& with relutance that we have ſuffered the army to 
40 — the frontiers of our own country, becauſe the 
« Joſs and inconvenience attending it was certain; and 
4 although, joined with your forces, there is no cauſe 
« to fear the moſt powerful efforts of our enemies, yet 
ec the events of war are at the diſpoſal of the Almigh- 
4 ty: and the only fruits which the moſt ſplendid ſuc- 
e ceſſes can afford us are, the reputation of having 
1 maintained the ſaith of our alliance, in oppoſition to 
4 every incentive of ſelf-intereſt and ſelf-defence. Thus 
1 circumſtanced, we are precluded from deriving any 
c benefit from your ſupport ; and ours can only afford 
« you a relief from preſent danger, without any pro- 
viſion of future ſecurity.,; For theſe reaſons, I have 
_.< often wiſhed for a perſonal interview with you, for 
ec the purpoſe of removing difficulties, and perpetuat- 
2 & fun- 


1 158821 
et ſuitable to dur mutual intereſts. Your Excellency 
« 41{5 hath repeatedly expreſſed the ſame inclination: 
< [-therefore write, that if your affairs will at this ſea- 
« fon admit of your giving me a meeting, I will haſten 
dente obtain it as ſoon as I am able, after the receipt 
<,-of your letter in reply to this; if otherwiſe, I muſt 
Wait for it at ſome more diſtant period, as the affairs 
ol this government will indiſpenſbly require my pre- 
<, fence at this place after three or four months, and 
« it is uncertain when I ſhall again have an interval of 
jeiſure for ſuch a journey. In the mean time, your 
« Excellency and Ge General are at a great; diſtance 
< from the province of Corab, and the affairs of that 
oy prvtices require the preſence of a. perſon. on the 
behalf of the Company, to regulate and take charge 
* of it, until it: ſhall: be hereafter determined in what 
«© manner it ſhall be finally diſpoſed of. I bave judged 
4 it adviſeable to depute Mr. James Lawrell, a Gen- 
« tleman of the Council of Calcutta, on this ſervice, 
« and he vill ſet out accordingly in a few days, which 
411. hope you will approve.” 55D 01 bh ieee 


Tbe allurement thus held out to the Vizier ſucceed- 
ed. He propoſed, in reply, a meeting with me at Be- 
naris, which took place accordingly. I found him ſtill 
equally bent on the deſign of reducing the Rohillas, 
which I encouraged, as I had before done, by dwelling 
on the advantages which he would derive from its fuc- 
ceſs; but objeQing with great force the orders of the 
Company, reſtricting us from ſuch remote ſchemes of 
5 t ;- to which I therefore could not aſſent, with- 
out ſuch conditions obtained in return for: it as might 


obviate their diſpleaſure, and win their ſanction to ſo 
hazardous and unauthorized a meaſure. _I ſear not to 


quote theſe expreſſions, addreſſing my ſelf to fair and 
unbiaſſed Judges, who will not infer my real ſenti- 


ments from the ſlyle and arguments of a political ne- 


I told him, that the Company had drawn themſelves 
into great diſtreſs by the enormous load of their a 2 
ſole 


1 
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| — ̃ malmaining-a/ couneRtion wich him, 
ſince it Was uſebeſs and unnecefiary to the protection of 
our own provinces. - That if he wiſhed, therefore, to 
avail/himfelf of our — — 82 or even 
in repelling the deſigns of his enemies, he muſt agree 
ind equal :thare of the burden of 'this ex- 


pence,” ying che whole charge: of che forces lent 
him for — whglethey were ſo employed. To 
this, after much contention, he aſſented; and the ſum 
— 2 ee the General computed to be 
the amousat expence, was fed as the 
ſabldy to be paid for the bei gade, whenever it ſhould 
1 the — of Bahar, on his re- 
| Having obtained this point, which I confi- 
ted invohc light of a military fund, I eaſily 
yielded my afſent to the Rohilla plan, on > che ſtipulacoh 
of Jacks for its ment: ten lacks being 
deduacd/from his firſt r, on account of the _ 
L 22 which had taken place in the Jubſidy. P 
This atgument was no ſooner: made tha he wagen 
repented, deſired to decline the war with the Rohillas 
till a more favourable congbaſture, when he ſhould be 
1eſs embarraſſed by other engagemems3” agreeing, how- 
ever, to the monthly ſubſidy, —2 future 6c- 
cafiotis' ſhould oblige him 10 require the aid of our 
forces: Thus the Nohilla plan remained rather ſuf- 
pended than wholly abandoned, although it was left 
al in our Government to reject or afſent-to-it on 
a future occaſion. Meſſrs. Lawrell and Vanſittart, who 
were with me at the time, and to whom I made a _— 
communication, in writing, of the ſubſtande of 
canverfation which paſſed between the Vizier and my- 
felf, will vouch for the/literal. truth of this narrative, as 
correſponding with what 1 then repeated to them; and 
en will appear from it, that although I had not 


he Government, by any expreſs obligation, to 
„ich any lication of the Vizier to 


—— his — pa the Rohillas, yet, as the moſt 


elfential . the Treaty had originated from this 
| deen yielded to in — of my 
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' nourable to decline the undertaking, when propoſed 


under circumſtances as favourable to its ſucceſs, and 
the general intereſts of the Company, as they were 
when I firſt. offered to engage in it. Soon after my 
return to Calcutta, the Vizier renewed the propoſal for 
invading the Rohillas; and repeated his deſire of en- 
gaging in it on the conditions before agreed upon. A 
variety of arguments concurred to favour it at this par- 
ticular time; none to oppoſe it. The Marattas were ſo 
much occupied by their own diſſenſions, that they could 
not even defend their poſſeſſions in the Douab, much 
leſs were they likely to interrupt our operations againſt 
the Rohillas : The King had no means of interference 
but by his General, Nudgeff Cawn, for whoſe attach- 
ment we hadaſtronger ſecurity in his intereſt, and in 
his fear of his rival, Abdul Ahed Cawn, than his maſter 
had in his allegiance. The Rohillas were too weak to 
reſiſt ſo powerful an attack; and as their country was 
open and undefended, either by defiles, woods, or for- 
treſſes, and in its greateſt extent did not exceed 200 


miles, its entire ſubjeQion did not require any length 


of tine. | 
To theſe inducements, which apply only to the ſuc- 
ceſs of the undertaking, other motives, equally power- 
ful, engaged our attention to it, as a meaſure neceſſary 
to the intereſts and ſafety of the Company. 
All our advices, both public and private, repreſented 
the diſtreſſes of the Company at home as extreme. 


The letters from the Court of Direttors called upon 


us. molt Joudly for ample remittances, and a reduction 
of our military expences. At the ſame time, ſuch was 
the ſtate of affairs in this Government, that for many 
years paſt the income of the year was found inadequate | 


to its expence; to defray which, a heavy bond debt, 


amounting at one time to an hundred and twenty-five 


lacks of rupees, had accumulated. The Board had be- 


towed much labour and time in the retrenchment of 
their expences, but much remained yet to be done; 
and the regulations which they had already formed, re- 


quired time to produce any vikble effect. 
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By allowing the Vizier the military aid which he re- 
quired, a ſaving of near one-third of our _— ex- 
pences would be effefted _— the period of ſuch a 
ſervice; the ſtipulation of forty lacks would afford an 
amply Tapply to our treaſury, and to the currency of 
the country ; the Vizier would be freed from a trouble- 
ſome neighbourhood, and his dominions would be made 
more defenſible, while his alliance with the Company 
ſubliſted, by being completely ſhut im between the river 
Ganges and the mountains; and his dependence on 
the Company would be increaſed by that extenſion of 
his poſſeſſions, as he himſelf was incapable of defending 
even his ancient poſſeſſions without our ſupport. 
For a more ample diſcuſſion of theſe arguments, T 
beg leave to refer to the conſultation in the Secret De- 
partment of the 26th November 1773; in which it was 
concluded, after a long debate, to conſent to the Vi- 
zier's requiſition. As a precaution againſt any effects 
which were to be apprehended from the Vizier's irre- 
ſolution, the conditions originally accepted for this en- 
| t were dictated to him in the 2 of a lettet 
to be written by him, in which a clauſe was inſerted, 
that whether the country was conquered, or a peace 
concluded between him and the enemy, the eh 
s the payment of forty lacks ſhould become equally 
. eee | a „ 
Of this * J ſhall ſpeak more hereafter. 
On the 24th February, 1774, the ſecond brigade ar. 
rived within the territory of the Vizier —OnA7 April, 
the united forces entered the borders of the Robilla do- 
-minions; and, on the 23d of the fame month, engaged 
and defeated the Rohillas, with the death of their 
leader, Haſez Ramet Cawn. From that period the 
conqueſt of that country may be dated, no material op- 
- poſition: having been fince made. F 
On the 6th of OQtober, the war was finally con- 
cluded by the treaty with  Fyzoolla Cawn. © Fifteen 
. lacks of rupees, which he engaged to pay the Vizier in 
ready money, were t6 be immediately appropriated to 
the payment of part of the ſtipulation of forty lack due 
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1 OH be Aud io the fol lowing þ heads: 
| n if, That | it was contrary to the expres, begue, 


* r promiſes of the Board. 


41 


ed; that the Vizier. bas returned with expedition to Fy- 


| zabad, for the expreſs purpole of diſc barging | the de- 


fie bc had been punttually p aid to the end of 
September, by the laſt advices Jud on that ſybjeR 
am Calonel Cbampion, dated 24th Oktober. 

Ino proceed to anſwer the objections which bave | 
en urged againſt the propriety of this 9 


* 


and repeated orders of the Co 
ad. That it was contrary to t ro hee e declarations 
34. That it was unjuſt. 15 
4th. That it * the gene to ths bazard of 
an indefinite or an endleſs war. 
Sth. That it might have involved the Company in a 


Var with the Marattas, and way ſill draw an us their 


Ka relentment. 3 
6th... That by the removal or a third part of the 


— military Slablimeng to ſo great a d ſtance, « our 
nn. provinces were expoſed to danger. 

- ,.qth. That by aggrandizing the Vizier, it might ren- 
r him a dangerous neighbour, and deprive the Com- 


229 of the benefits of his alliance. 


Sth. That it was reſolved on precipitately without a 


| nmol treaty, the conditions of it appearing only in a 


letter from the Vizier, where they are looſely expreſſed, 


and liable to evaſion. 


th. That the condition which the Vizier expreſſes, 


W's the brigade: ſhould never de epart without Fad 2 
_ + miſſion, was an inſtance of 583 on in bim, and 
2 unbecoming ſubmiſſion in the late Adminiſtration, _ 


might prove the cauſe of their being detained for ever. 
In the above Articles, I have not confined m myſelf to to 


| the public records, but have endeavoured to co 


| ſubſtance of all I have ſeen or heard upon this fide of 


| 1 argument, and have choſen to clothe it in my own 


uage; that which I have "ay | Pee. 2 me 


** your We avices,that 4 incurſion of the bier 


| Th wy 
not being in every inftarice ſuch as T allow war to 
uſe, even in retaliation of perſonal injury, much leſs in 


A to meaſures which e * my 


1 ſhall r eply r to each. 
Fixſt. I have read over, with great l all * 
letters A have been received from the Honourable 


Court of Direftors ſince the year 1769, and long ago 


abſtrated all the paragraphs written within that period 

upon the 9 2 555 of the Company s T concerns, 

thoſe having been given me for my ſpecial guidance in 

my negociations with the Vizier the 1 laft year at Bo. 
5 


nares. | 
I find nothing contained in any of en eh ex- 

prelaly applies to the caſe, in . I meet with in- 
1 to avoid new conneQtior „„ 
_ To endeavour to keep peace in Bebel, par” with 
* the neighbouring powers, and to conſme our w_ 
to the ſecurity and, tranquillity of Bengal; 

« to acquire further poſſeſſions, but to advert to * 
« good management of thoſe which we have; to in- 
c cline- to thoſe few Chiefs of Indoſtan, who are i in a 


5 cc condition to ſtruggle. with the Marattas ; to defend 


« the King's perſon, and the diftrifts of Corah and 


| «Allahabad, which is mentioned as an exception to 
1 their limited plans, to make known to the powers of 
, 


* 


6 India, that it is by no means the intention of the 
"ae Company to encroach upon their neighbours, or to 


acquire an extenſion of dominion by conqueſt : That 


they regard, with a jealous eye, the increafing power 
e of the Marattas; and that it would be bad policy to 
© take part in an operations, which might weaken the 
. few remaining ( hiefs who are ina a to ops 


28 1 their encroaphments.” 


. pans are " oddly fppolice 
. yo the ſabes, that I ſhall take the liberty to quote them 


* la 5 
f * 4 is with the maſt ſeriou s concern we learn N 


pad 
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bad ſp read ſuch a terror and deſpondence into the 


© minds wr thoſe Powers which were the remoter bar- 
© rier of our poſſeſſions, that the irreſolution and timi-— 


« dity of the moſt potent of them have given riſe to 


© ſuch ſucceſſes, as have encouraged the Marattas to * e 


invade the dominions of. the King, and 
© part of the territory of Sujah Dowlah. 
« But the conduR of the Rohillas and Jauts is rather 
ta matter of concern than ſurprize to us, as the King 


and Sujah Dowlah negletted that occaſion to unite 
* with thoſe powers effeftually to repel the common 
* diſturbers of the empire, and confine them _ 


© the limits of their former poſſeſſions. 
« To whatever cauſes this general timidity or fa 


« pineſs may have been owing,' we find ' ourſelves. 
« equally affected, and the tranquillity of the provinces 


endangered thereby; ; but as the projects of the Ki 
« or the conduct of the Vizier, are at preſent too myſ- 


« terious for us to decide on the motives of their ĩnac- 
„ tivity, and as we know not what alliances may be 
« formed to juſtify us in carrying our arms beyond the 
60 1 of their e 64g we are ee ae en | 
« propoſing any preciſe plan for your guidance in this 
« ER. het ould youn ibuene advices: enable 
« us to form a more certain judgment of the'expedi- 


*« ency of departing from the plan we laid down, we 
e ſhall communicate to ech y ſome early convey- 
« ance, how far we ma 7 e diſpo 


4 beyond the bounds of the provinces, or the territories 


e of our allies, _ baue the yrs in an nne 


* o i 


In the mean une; ve truſt your ſole objefts will # 


* be the ſecurity of our poſſeſſions, and thoſe of the 


„Powers with whom we are connected both hy treaty 


6 * an intereſt; and as this appears to have been the 
ide of your conduct upon the Marattas invading 
* the province of Corah, we with pleaſure approve the 
bs © menturey' = have taken for defending the domi- 

e nions of the King and Vizier from their inroads and 


= „ depredations ; more W as thoſe meaſures are 
" oy has juſtified by — bur are 1 . 


ſed to carry our arma 


* 
* . 
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8.1 {utes 22 The line of neutrality i is ill recommended, but 


Rent df Gon the intereſts of the Company ſhall ee Fen 


£16] 
ine which we * preſcribed lor your condutt in 


* ſuch a conjuncture. 


* the Board are authorized to depart from it whenever 


24 Nov? 1792,% ſhall * . 4. 


Par: . 


« which 
8 * 


The direftions. promiled. us in | the letter of the 28th 


of Auguſt, 177 1, have never yet been ſent us, nor have 
ue ſince received any further lights to guide us on this 
important ſubject, which I preſume to place to the ac- 


count of the troubles which Have embarraſſed the Ces 
pany at home. 

From the above aliens and the. conſiſtency 
marks all the orders on this ſabje8, 1 


apprehend. it will clearly appear, that the principle pri- 


po" infiſted upon by: the Honourable Court of — 


reQtors, reſpetting their political and — 
tions, was to avoid the extenſion of nne 
We; have never attempted. 

The prohibition o 


hi 


and thoſe of 1 on piudential and cautionary 
motives, or other cauſes, independent of territorial 


difficult to mark the limitations of it. 
This concluſion I draw, not only from the two laſt 
paragraphs of their orders, which I have quoted at 


3 and which were dictated by the experiences of 


but even from their orders ſo far hack as the 


| a advices, and a more intimate conſideration of the 


2 ne, 1769; in which, having declared againſt 
7 ane bi 


poſſeſſions in the f paragraph, they 


add in the third m—_ * opinion, that the moſt pru- 
1 dent ſyſtem they could purſue, and the molt likely to 
-P be-atended with a er 


rmanent ' ſecurity to the. pro- 
=. 1 vinces, 


= foilitary expeditions, u Dy" 
e the pre ſeribed bounds of their own provinces, 


acquiſitions, is only to be inferred from the e 
e, of their reaſonings on the former ſubject. 
It is evident, that it was not from inattention hott 
their orders never expreſſed a prohibition, of this kind, 
but that they rather avoided it from a convidtion that 
it _—_— ſometimes neceflary,' and becauſe it would 
have 
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„ 
“ yinces, would be to incline to thoſe Chiefs of In- 
« doſtan who yet preſerve an independence of the 
„ Maratta power, and are in a condition to ſtruggle 
« with them. 8 400% Bee: 26h ut 
But in the two laſt of the above quotations there is 
no occaſion of logical ſurmiſes to diſcover the inten- 


tions of the Honourable Court of Directors; they tell 


us plainly, that it is their wiſh < to confine their views 
« to the ſecurity of their own poſſeſſions, and thoſe of 
« their allies; but that they foreſee the neceſſity, in 
* certain caſes, of carrying their arms beyond thoſe 
„ bounds, and of becoming parties in an offenſive 
« var; and they promiſe us an early communication 
of their inſtructions with regard to the lengths to which 
they will allow this doctrine to be extended. In their 
letter to the Preſidency of Fort St. George, they au- 
thorize them, in expreſs terms, to obſerve no longer 
c the neutrality ſo heartily wiſhed for by them, in caſe 
« they ſhould judge it neceſſary for their intereſts to 
* depart from it. And it is not to be ſuppoſed; that 
the Court of Directors would recommend one line of 
condutt for their government of Fort St. George, and 
an oppoſite one for Bengal; much leſs that they would 
admit of ſuch a deviation from their former pacific 
plan on merely political motives, attended with a heavy 
expence, and yet prohibit it under circumſtances 
which, in addition to the ſame motives, have every 


_ conſideration of -cxconomy to recommend it, with the 


proſpett of an increaſe to their finances, at a time when 
their diſtreſſes both at home and abroad, Þ urgently 
required ſuch an increaſe, and their moſt peremptory 
commands (as I have already obſerved) rendered it 


the firſt object of our attention. 


I I preſume to affirm, both for myſelf and the other 
Members of the late Council, that no period of the 


Company's annals has been more evidently charac- 


| [terized by an exact ſubmiſſion to their commands, than 


that in which I. have had the honour to preſide in the 
adminiſtration; and for the truth of this I dare appeal 
0 the Honourable Court of Directors. But in caſes 
which their commands do not ſpecially ap 2 to 


* 


. 
adopt ſuch meaſures as at the ſame time approach nears 
eſt to the ſpirit of their general inſtruftions, and tend 
moſt to the advancement of their intereſts, is the faireſt 
teſt both of our obedience and fidelity. 
We might have ſuffered the Marattas, under cover 


of the King's grant, to take poſſeſſion of Corah and 


Allahabad, to have allied themſelves to the Rohillas, 
or eſtabliſhed themſelves in that territory, and lain with 
their armies unmoleſted on the borders of the open 

country of our ally, the Vizier, till tbey had completed 
every preparation ſor invading it. Such a forbearance 
might avant have been vindicated by the plea, that 


the Company 1 at the diſtance of two years 
rniſh us with their inſtruftions for a 


_ -different conduR; and that, wanting thoſe inſtruftions, 


* 5 it, to 
we took for our rule their lateſt orders on the ſubjeQ, 


Which enjoined us to confine our views to the bare ſe - 


curity. of our own poſſeſſions, and thoſe of our allies. 
This might have been a ſure way to guard our cha- 
. rafters againſt legal imputation, although in faQ it 
would have been inconfiſtent with the ſecurity required. 
But it is not by ſuch cold and prudential cautions that 
. . the Britiſh name has acquired ſuch Juſtre in India, nor 
that the Britiſh empire in Bengal is likely to be per- 
petuated ; neither is this the condutt which the Com- 
pany demands of us; their orders are informed by a 
more liberal ſpirit, and allow, in ſuch caſes as are not 
reducible to fixt and invariable pofitions, a diſcretional 
latitude for. the zeal of their ſervants to exert itſelf for 
their ſecurity. I cannot better illuſtrate this, than by 
following the 8 of their general letter, dated the 
zoth of June, paragraph 3. We eſteem our- 
5 2 ſelves bound x treaty to protett the King's per- 
& ſon, and to 83 him the poſſeſſion of the Corah 
„ and Allahabad diſtricts. When we wrote, the 11th 
« of November, 1768, we apprehended the confe- 
e quences of keeping the brigade at Allahabad would 
_ be creating in Sujah Dowlah/a jealouſy that would 
* involve us in freſh troubles, having at that time no 


. cauſe io eſteem him an enemy; but, impreſſed as 


„ you were with an 18 of his hoſtile and 
= . | | cc 


an heavy increaſed military expence, and the 
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% ae ee at the time of the diſpatch of 
* the Valentine, we ſhall _= blame your caution for 
« deferring the execution of our orders for its removal: 
de nor ſhall we at this time attempt to give poſitive 
de directions for your conduct, which in ſuch critical 
« caſes ought ſeldom to be done, and in which the 
« ſituation. of affairs may be varied by unforeſeen 
40 22 at the very moment we are writing; but hav- 
© ing. given you, with as much preciſion. as poſſible. 
«2 general view of the-ſyſtem by which we wiſh to 
« have our affairs regulated, we muſt leave it ta you to 
« improve, to the utmoſt of your power, every oppor- 
cc „ tunity of drawing towards that t; and v ebavur 
<«« you think yourſelves obliged; for our ſecurity, upon 
61. emergent occaſions, to adopt meaſures of a contrary. 
© tendency, you are to give us very full reaſons for 
« ſuch a deviation, and endeavour to return to the 
c path we have marked out as ſoon as e will 
« admit.” 
ad. The ſecond eee is partly true. The 
board have repeatedly declared, in their general let-. 
ters to the Court of Birectors, their. intentions to ad- 
here to the defenſive plan recommended to them, and 
to confine their military operations within the limits 
of the Vizier's territories, and ſuch were their determij- 
nations when thoſe letters were written ; but, at thoſe 
times, they had not fully experienced the inconue- 
niencies which attended aur engagements with the 
Vizier:in the proſecution of that ſyſtem, nor had the re- 
medy occurred which ſince preſented itſelf, in the. 
conditions offered for proſecuting the Rohilla enter»: . 
prize, and which has been ſucceſsfully applied. ur 
treaty of alliance obliged us to ſupport the Vizier, 
when his poſſeſſions were threatened with invaſion, at 


tion of our currency with our troops. For three — 
ceſſive years theſe inconveniencies had recurred; and 


it was impoiſſible to ſay: how oſten they might recur. 


Ar laſt an occaſion took place, when, by a flight de- 
viation. from the deſenſive plan, our alliance wich the 


N. a aa Ho advantages, _ 
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employment of our troops, made to fave near a third 


part of our military expences, and the ſucceſs of their 


operations to bring a large flow of curreney, not only 


into the Company's territories, but into their trea- 
„ : in effect, the very ſame reaſons which before 

urged us to ſhun every military expedition, namely, 
the expence attending it, and the exportation of our 
currency, now operated in the contrary direction, 
and recommended the employment of our army for 

the purpoſes of ene ene, and e w 
our currency. ö 

The preceding 
ſubject of foreign — It has bed urged alſo, 
_ as an argument againſt the particular caſe in queſtion, 
that the board, when adopted the meaſure of the' 
Rohilla war, were the ſelves convinced of the im- 
propriety of it, from the declaration made by them 


heir wiſh and hope that it might not take place. 
Upon chis I beg leave to offer the ere aol 


feflicas': : 


A conſiſtency of meaſures,” is difficult” to be pre- | | 


ſerved among a body of men, becauſe an accidental 
majority may occaſionally decide for contrary reſolu- 

tions; yet ſuch a caſe has never ren at our board. 
A conſiſtency of opinions is not to be : The 


propofition for the Rohilla war, after. having: paſſed | 


_ the Select Committee, was debated for three ſucceſſive 1 


days in council, in which the board met, as I recol- 
lect, both morning and evening to diſcuſs it; no 
two members agreed exactly in opinion, and it was 
difficult to reconcile them; at laſt they came to a final 


to leave it to me to accommodate my own 


at nearly as I could to — — 


wich was done with much management, and the pro- 
poſition was agreed to in the e eee eee 


in conſultation 26th November 1773. A 
My ſentiments were the ſame invariably from et 
| beginning, as will be ſeen from my report to the Board 
of my proceedings at Benares, and my minute entered 
oy: os conſultation above *eTerrec 0 . 


* are 


| 
at reſpects only the erat 


offer in their letters to the Court of Directors, | 
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„ 
are not commonly admiſſible as authorities; but on 
this occaſion I cannot produce a ſtronger, both of my 
own fixed opinion from the firſt movement of this pro- 
polition, and of the apprehenſion: which influenced the 
Board, and, I. confeſs myſelf, alſo againſt it, than in 
the following extract of a letter which I wrote to a 
Gentleman in the Direction by the firſt diſpatch after 
my return from Benares: “ I was glad to be freed 
from the Rohilla expedition, becauſe I was doubt- 
«« ful of the judgment which would have been paſſed 
c upon it at home, where I ſee too much ſtreſs laid 
d upon general maxims, and too little attention given 
<«« to the circumſtances which require an exception to 
ec be made from them. Beſides this, an opinion ſtill 
c preyails of the Vizier's great power, his tre- 
©. cherous deſigns againſt us; and 1 cannot expect 
ce that my word ſhould be taken as a proof of their 
© non- exiſtence: On the other hand, the abſence of 
« the Marattas, and the weak ſtate of the Rohillas, 
ce promiſed an eaſy conqueſt. of them; and I on, 
ee that ſuch was my idea of the Company's diſtreſs at 
« home, added to my knowledge of their wants abroad, 
© that I ſhould have been glad of any occaſion to em- 
ec ploy their forces, which ſaves ſo much of their pay 
665 and expences.“ „ „%, % ren o 450 n 1 
| When: the meaſure was determined upon, and we 
had come to a general agreement, I was averſe to in- 
troduce any new ſubject of debate, and therefore eaſily 
acquieſced in the expreſſion. of a wiſh entertained by. 
the Board, which might be conſtrued as inconſiſtent 
wich the reſolution we had taken. My. ſentiments of 
the propriety of the expedition had undergone no 
change; but I will not deny, that I felt myſelf in- 
fluenced by the ſame fears which operatedon the other 
Members of the Council, that the propriety: of the , 
meaſure might not be ſeen in the ſame light by our 
conſtituents; which we knew, from the temper of the 
times, might not only draw upon us their ſevere re- 
ſentment, but aggravate the load of popular odium 
which has of late fallen on their ſervants; and, if 1 
| | EZ Sag + 2 £5 $0 miſtake - | 
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miſtake not, theſe — are ary 0 by 2 terms o 
von our 3 | | pla 
pro 

3d. The en a the: Vizier od oh me 
Rohillas, oo have been already quoted, ſufficiently infl 
evince the Juſtice of the attack upon them. They our 
agreed to make him an acknowledgment of 40 lacks of gen 
rupees upon certain conditions - Ie performed thoſe tim 
conditions; and * l the ney ped 
ren * — 
enk 


t EY No paliicel e den 0 can be marhemaiclly 8 ton 
demonſtrated to be totally free from danger. The due 
advantages muſt by weighed again the pro- oth 

diſadvantages: When the preſent meaſure was prel 
—— there was every reaſon to expect that it em 
would be fly brought to an happy coneluſion; em 
and the event has r an our ene N e. were ſuck 
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5th... The Marattas 3 not p 


cam upon any part of the Rohilla cou 1 the 

| — when we uhderrook to aflift the was 
3 in the — of it. They might with much pul: 
more reaſon have attacked us for oppoſing them in a 
their deſigus on the Corah diſtricts, of which they had 
obtained à grant from the King; but in fact, a timid 
conduct would have been more likely to involve us 
in 2 war wich them, than either of theſe meaſures. 8 
Had they been allowed to ſubdue the Corah diftrit leſs 
and the country of the Rohillas, the Vizier's territory f 
would have been open to their incurſions; their nu- 
merous horſe might have plundered it,” in ſpite: of the 
efforts of our — and their continued ravages 
might have obliged him to come to an aceommoda- 
tion with them, as was once apprehended; on terme 
vrhich would have afforded them an eaſy entrance into 
our own-provinces. In ſuort, we are much better ſe- 
cured agamit their attacks than we otherwiſe fnould 
have been; and the better we are ſecured, a hens 


48. 

Sth. In reply to this objection, I will in the firſt 
place affirm, that, merely for the defence of our own 

rovinces, two brigades upon the preſent eſtabliſn- 
ment are ſufficient ;* a third is neceſſary to add to our 
influence amongſt the powers of Indoſtan, to ſupport 
our alliance with the Vizier, and to anſwer other ei- 
gencies which may happen at a more remote period of 
time. Upon the late occaſion, when the Rohilla ex- 
pedition was undertaken, our apprehenſions of an in- 
vaſion from the Freneh had entirely ceaſed ; the diſ- 
ſenſions among the Marattas fully employed them at 
home, and are mentioned among the ſecondary in- 
ducements in favour of the undertaking; There was no 
other enemy from whom we could have the leaſt ap- 
prehenſion of danger. Such was the occaſion to be 
embraced for effecting our purpoſe; by a temporary 
employment of à third part of our forces; and under 
ſuch cireumſtances (even without reckoning upon the 
acquiſition which was the immediate object of the en- 
terprize, to reduce the Company's military expences, 
by employing that proportion of their troops which 
was ſuperflubus for the 3 of their on defence) 
was a great and manifeſt advantage; but when the ſti- 
pulared acquiſition of 40 lacks, and the political ad- 
vantages reſulting from the meaſure, are ſuperadded, 
the viſionary idea of danger, which did not exiſt even 
in imagination at the time the expedition was under - 
taken, can have no weight as an objection; especially 
as, from our own knowledge of the open and defence- 
leſs ſtate of the Rohilla country, we were morally cer- 
tain that the undertaking would ſoon be brought to 
an iſſue. By our ancient treaty with the Vizier, we 
are bound to aſſiſt him with our forces within his pa- 
ternal dominions; and the diſtance between their bor- 
ders and the remoteſt part to which” our troops have 
marched is only 200 miles. I will only add, that fo 
long as no immediate danger threatens our own' pro- 
vinces, it is my earneſt wiſh" that one of our three bri- 
gades might coriſtantly be employed with the Vizier, 
as well to ſave ſo large a proportion of expence to the 


* 


4 


[m7 
— a5 to prevent the ll conſequences of total 
6 | 


7th. The addition of Wise 3 by che 
Vinier, inſtead of raiſing him to be a dangerous neigh- 
bour, ſerves to render him more dependent upon us 
than before; as he has more occaſion for our aſſiſtance 
to enable him to maintain it, and to ſupport him 
| ſt the claims of other powers. If his increaſe of 
——— he an 2 of jealouſy, let it be conſidered 
ompany ſhare in it. From Septem- 5 
2 1773. to ONE: 1775, the ſums we have to The 
« ive aw 1 by our r late hay crane n 1113 
; to 130 lacks of "rupees. - 4 


3 Sch. 1 bare already . that tho f/f propo- © 

e anade by the Vizier, in yo 

a letter which I received ſrom him in June, 2773; | © | 

5 what it was employed afterwards in the/negociationg, © 

at Benares, as an inſtrument for winning his conſent © t 

to the payment of the full expences of the troops em- 

_ Bloyed in his ſervice; and that it was not finally re- 

- _  folved on till the 26th November, aſter the moſt e 

ample diſcuſſion in the Select Committee and in the. 1 E 

Council; it was not, therefore, precipitately reſolved | © © 

on. It is true, that no formal treaty was executed | © 5 

| nA for the conditions on which we were to aſſiſt the Vi- 

ier; nor did the occaſion, which was only temporary, © b 

[z require it. The multiplication of treaties. weakens | © t: 

1 their efficacy, and therefore they ſhould be reſerved || ©© 

only for very important and permanent obligations. 

The form which was dictated to the Vizier for the el 
letter which was to deſcribe the conditions of this | © 

engagement, it is true, is not of itſelf fufficiently- | 

clear; but it is explained by my letter which accom- 

panied it, and the reference therein made to the con- 

ditions. which had been formerly propoſed at Benares, 

_ as they ſtood in the three Articles of the 2 55 f 

which had been prepared for the treaty before the 

RNohilla e was ſuſpended. For the fuller 
6— the ſudhect, Row Articles are here 
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Tl} © | 
ſubjoined. - The two firſt had been agreed to by the 
Vizier; to the third he objeCted, wiſhing rather to 
engage for the payment of the whole ſum at once, 
when the conqueſt was completed. It is fortunate 
that the latter mode was adopted ; the completion of 
the conqueſt having been actually effected, and the 
ſtipulation, although objected to by the Vizier when 
firſt demanded, after the defeat of the Rohillas, hav- 

ing ſince been acknowledged by him to be due. 


The aa firſt articles of the firſt draught of the treaty. 
Iſt, £* Whereas the Rohilla Chiefs, in 05 opt of 


cc. June I772, N entered into Aa rreaty with e Vizier, in 
cc the preſence and with the concurrence. of General 


« Sir Robert Barker, by which they engaged to pay. 


ec him 40 lacks of rupees for his aſſiſtance againſt the 
« Marattas, and which treaty they have treacherouſly 
« broken; it is therefore agreed, that a brigade of the 

cc Company's forces ſhall Join the Vizier 3 and aſſiſt to . 
cc puniſh them, and that he ſhall pay the whole of its 
© expence. By a brigade is meant two battalions of ; 
Europeans, one company of Artillery, and ſix bat- 
© talions of Sepoys ; and the expence is ſettled at 
“ Sonaut rupees. 2, 10, ooo per month. The Compa- 
« ny's troops ſhall not croſs the Ganges, nor march 
« beyond the foot of the hills. The Vizier ſhall re- 
ce tain as his own that part of the Rohilla country 
<« which lies on the north caſt ſide of the Ganges; but, 
ce in conſideration. of the Company's relinquiſhing all 
«. claim to ſhare in the ſaid country, although it is to 
<« be conquered by their joint forces, the Vizier en- 
c gages to make them an acknowledgment of forty 
« lacks of rupees, and in future to defray the whole 
«« expence of the Company's troops, 'agreeable to the 
ce date abovementioned, whenever he has occaſion for 

«c_ their aſſiſtance, notwithſtanding it is ſtipulated in 

C the ſecond article of the treaty of Allahabad, con- 

c. cluded by the Vizier and the Company on the 16th 
« Auguſt 1765, that he ſhall pay only. their extraordi- 


ce nary charges. 1 2. 


\ 


Vizier to require, that ſince his entire 1559-006 wane 


. | Ti 72 ] | 

2. © The Vizier may-retain the brigade afcireſiid-oi on 
« « the abovementioned terms as long as he ſhall require 
<« it, unleſs it ſhall be neceſſary to recall it for the de- 
« fence of the Company's own territories; and he may 
« employ them for the protection of any part of his 
c country; but they ſhall' be kept together in one 
< body, and not difperſed on different commands, ex- 
«cept ſuch detachments as the commanding officer 
ce ſhall judge neceſſary in the time of actual ſervice: 


-” He may return the whole or part of the ſaid brigade 


dc whenever he has no further occaſion for their ſer- 
& vices,- and he ſhall ceaſe to defray their expences as 
< ſoon as they ſhall enter. the province of Bahar. But 
0 as the Company cannot riſk- the credit of their 
< arms, by allowing a ſmaller force to remain with the 
t Vizier than half a brigade, it is provided that he 
<« ſhall either retain one half of the brigade, or return 
<« the whole. Upon their diſmiſſion, they ſhall depart 
<« with all convenient expedition; and to prevent any 
te future diſputes from ariſing on this ſubject, the time 


* of their march to the borders of this province ſhall 
* —— uted at the rate 3 coſs e day, from ad 


where they commenc 1 
73 * The Vizier engages to pay — — lacks of 


00 rupees ſtipulated in the iſt article by monthly 


< ments of 4 lacks, to commence from the end the 
6 month Rabbee Ulluwull; or 1oth June 1774: but 
% ſhould any accident (which God forbid!) _—_ our 
c forces to retire from the Rohilla country, and pre- 
«« vent the Vizier from obtaining poſſeſſion of i ” the 


* ſaid 40 lacks ſhall not be 2 od, 


9. It was neither arrogant nor unreaſonable: i in the f 


the ſucceſs of the enterprize which he had pro | 
was on the brigade of the Company's forces, the bri- 
ſhould not abandon him while he was engaged in 
it, nor while the iſſue of it remained incomplete; nor 
can I deviſe any other condition vrhich would have re- 
moved bis apprebenſions. If the Board judged the 
dropoſition reaſonable, it certainly was nor unbocom-" 


. It remains, therefore, to 
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examine, whether it was reaſonable, and whether this 
power granted to the Vizier was lable to danger or 
inen 

I have 8807 N that the removal of the. oaks 
wade; to ſuch; a diſtance would not prove of danger to 
our own provinces, becauſe it was not wanted for their 
defence; that it would be productive of no inconveni- 
ence, becauſe it occaſioned an entire ſuſpenſion of the 
Company's payments during its employment. It is 
not to be denied, that there are poſſible caſes, in which 
it, may be wanted for the protection of Bengal; but 
theſe are out of the reach of all probability, and too 
remote to be quoted as an ee Fa Freſent f 

23 ks $03: 

am not a 10 i Rode the Vizier 5 inſiſt on 
keeping the Vrignde continually with; him; my fears 
are, that he may diſmiſs it; as there is every reaſon to 
wiſh its continuance with him, and none, no, not one, 
for its fecall. When the brigade was formerly em- 
ployed with the Vizier, and the ſhare of its monthly 
expences defrayed by kim was only 30, O00, and after» 
wards 119% rupees per month, he never ſhewed 
any earue neſs for its continuance with bim beyond | 
the duration of the particular ſervice for which it had 
been wanted, but was ever ready to propoſe its re- 
turn; it 1s not likely, therefore, that he ſhould be 
more ſolicitous now for its perpetual reſidence in his 
country, at an expence to him of 25 lacks a year, 
which he muſt pay, and which his income, even with 
the late additions to it, can barely afford. 

He knows, that whenever he ſhall require the pre- 
ſerice of the brigade, it will be for our intereſt to grant 
it; and he will therefore part with it when his own 
occaſions, which in this inſtance muſt be confined to 
the defence of his own dominions, no longer require 
it, that the charge of its maintenance may be ſhifred 
from his account to the Company' Sz and that he. S 
ſubject to that burden only when he is an immediate 
gainer by it. This may ſuffice to ſhew the little riſk 
we ran, had we abſolutely engaged the brigade to him 
as long as he might _— to retain it; But in the 

| | pre- 
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preſent caſe (as I have already er in the preced- 
ing article) it was underſtood by both parties, and 
indeed is inſeparable from the nature of the engage- 
ment, and the original conditions of our mutual alli- 
ance, that we might recall it, if required, for our own 
protection, not only without any imputation of breach 
of faith; but (unleſs it was done in ſo precipitate a 
manner as to defeat the purpoſe of the expedition) 
even without affording him a pretext for refuſing the 
payment of the forty lacks.” .“. „„ 
Here I ſhall cloſe this long quotation, and return 
back to the preſent occaſion, only to collect all the 
ſcattered materials to their deſtined point.— I hope 
and truſt, that I have now proved to this Honourable 
Houſe, that the Rohilla war was, not prohibited, but 
authorized by the Court of Directors; that it originat- 

ed in meaſures which were purely defenſive, and which 
were in train-before my acceſſion to the government; 
that my ſhare of it was warranted by the ſtricteſt juſtice, 
in retaliation of groſs perfidy and violation of faith; 
that it was undertaken with every well-grounded aſ- 
furance of ſucceſs; and terminated in great and per- 


FE 


3 * 2 5 8 dr 
: N * 8 ; Po > 
5 4 
; as . 
; 2 1 I 
þ R 
» Xi &. ad 
#5 + 4 
* "a = hs. N * 
a =. $ * 7 Y 
g : E's 
— 
. % $5066 oY « > 4 * 
2 „ 8 - wt 
a * 
* «af ES, Pu 
# . = 
"8 P « 
me he 0 * 6 
7 ; " 3 
: : r 
E — 
. * * 1 N » 4 
: 4 "4 5 . 
f ; : ; * * 7 
* of * 
Sx ot 2 
* N * ? * & y * 1 
L 720 * S - * 2 
1 ? 
1 i 0 4 9 
= 
— 4 . 
, LA B22 * , „ 8 
1 2 
_ Anſwer 
* i# W144 * 
3 
2 = 6 £ 
$ ED 
8 
* 


— 5 5 \ 8 * 
— pats 
«> & © N 


2.88 


. Ss 


4 
x 
b 
a4 
c 


ELES Choong Wh i... Av. {ve 4 


tions on theſe | 8 


188 


- 8 


Anſwer to the Second Charge; 
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KING's TRIBUTE and CESSION. of 


e ee RR. 


E ſecond charge is divided: ine taw path 


the ſtopping of the King's tribute, and the de- 
livery of the provinces of Corah and Illahabad to Shujah 
Dowlah. I ſhall not find it neceſſary to take up much 
of the time of the Honourable Houſe in my obſerva- 
When Shujah Dowlah invaded the Bahar province 
in 1764, the King accompanied him; and on his de- 
feat at Buxar by Sir Hector Munro, he remained in 
poſſeſſion of the victorious army. He had the name 
of royalty, but not the ſmalleſt degree of power. Every 
province of Hindoſtan might acknowledge his ſove- 
reignty, and ftrike coins in his name; but none of 
them made him any remittances for his ſupport, nor 
aid the leaſt regard to his orders. In this ſituation ' 
he accompanied our army to the neighbourhood of 
Benares, and there remained till we had completed the 
conqueſt of Shujah Dowla's dominions. The palace 
of IIlahabad was then aſſigned him for his habitation ; 
and at the treaty of Illahabad in 1765, Lord Clive and 
his council thought it proper, partly I believe from 
humanity, and -partly from political motives, to give 
him for his ſupport the provinces of Corah and Illaha- 
bad, and a tribute of twenty-ſix lacks of rupees from 
: : | | K 2 | Bengal. > 


1 
Bengal. 1 do not mean to deny the validity of the 
treaty of. Illahabad, and I avow the neceſſity of our 
adhering to it ſo long as the King remained under our 

teftion ; but I have given this ſhort. narrative of 
222 in order to ſhew that, by the terms of 
the treaty, he was under obligations to us, rather than 
we to him, and that we were not bound by ties of 


gratitude to ſubject ourſelves to any inconveniencies 


on his account, more than our engagements abſolutely 
„ Ne It is not expreſſed in theſe engagements, 


either that the tribute ſhould be continued to him, in 


whatever ſituation he ſhould place himſelf, or that it 
ſhould only be paid him during his reſidence at Illa- 
habad; but certainly it would have been repugnant to 
common ſenſe to have paid it nominally to him, but 
really to the Marattas, to ſtrengthen them againſt our- 
ſelves and our allies. —This, however, is rather a 
juſtiſication of the Court of Directors, than of myſelf. 
It is ſufficient for my exculpation, to ſhew that I ated 


of November, 1768, they ſay, If he (the King) 
flings himſelf into the hands of the Marattas, or 


5 to their orders. In their letter of the 


« any other power, we are diſengaged from him, and 
c it may open a fair opportunity of withholding the 26 
© Jacks we now pay him.” When he actually. did 


fling himſelf into the hands of the Marattas, the tribute 
was accordingly withheld : the directors approved of 


its being withheld ; and in their letter of the 3d. of 


March 1775, written, I imagine, with the .concur- 


_ rence of his Majeſty's Miniſters, ordered, that “ no 
further remittances ſhould be made to him, without 
I their expreſs permiſſion.” . r 
pect to Corah and Illahabad, when the King 


With ref 

ed them to the Marattas, we muſt either have let 
them fall into their poſſeſſion or have taken them to 
ourſelves - or kept — for the King or ceded them 


to Sujah Dowla ; Ib have allowed the Marattas to poſ- 
ſieſs them, would have been contrary to the tenor of 
the Company's orders for ſome years before, and 
would have increaſed their power, which was already 
arming height, 3 


t 97 1 
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Had we taken them to ourſelves, we ſhould have 
excited the jealouſy of Sujah Dowla, to whom they 
had before belonged, and weakened our alliance with 
him, which it was very much our intereſt to preſerve 
and ſtrengthen; and we ſhould, have been put to great 
Inconvenience in defending countries ſo widely ſepa- 
rated from our other poſſeſſions ; for it ought to be 
remembered, that at that time the intermediate pro- 
vince of Benares did not belong to the Company. 
Io have kept them from the King would have ex- 
poſed us to the ſame inconveniencies as the taking 
them to ourſelves; and we could not be under the 
leaſt obligation to do ſo, when he had abandoned them 
in oppoſition to the advice and remonſtrances of ur 
overnment, and had actually granted them to the 
Marattas. Had ve adviſed him to throw himſelf into 
the hands of the Marattas, and they had extorted this 
rant from him, he might have had ſome claim upo 
us for the defence of them in his behalf; but when 
he did it in oppoſition to our advice, whether he 
granted them to the Marattas voluntarily, or ſuffered 
them to be extorted from him, this queſtion could 
make no other difference, than that in the one caſe we 
might have conſidered it as a meaſure of hoſtility, in 
the other, only as a conſequence. of his imbecility; 
but in neither could we be bound to preſerve them for 
him. When he had thus alienated the right, the right 
ceaſed of courſe to be his; and the queſtion of right 
then lay only between the Marattas and ourſel ves? and 
they were our enemies. bee” pag 
I am charged, that is to ſay; the Council in their 
inſtructions to me are charged, with an inconfiſtencp 
in having acknowledged the King's right to reclaim 
the diſtricts of Corah and Illahabad, if he ſhould make 
overtures to renew his former connection, and yet re- 
ſolving not to yield this right, but in return for the 
urrender. of another equally. valid. This is no in- 
conſiſtency. We certainly ſhould have been entitled 
to ſome retribution for the repetition of a grant * 


ed the poſſeſſions of our ally, which we were bound N 


tn 
he muſt have owed entirely and excluſively to our 
he er; and with ſuch good faith did we deal towards 
EY k im, that we began the buſineſy-by informing him of 
bur intentions in his favour, and by requeſting that he 
would ſend ſome perſon to us to treat for the reſtitu- h 
tion of theſe provinces. He did not avail himſelf of pa 


"this offer, bur left us with theſe provinces an mcum- pri 
| brance on our hands, and with no other expedient in wh 
our r but that of making them over to the Nabob on 
Sujah Dowla, the neareſt ally of the Company, and wa 
the firſt conſtitutional ſervant of the empire, to whom on 
theſe provinces had originally and recently belonged. ot! 
Equally conſiſtent with theſe ſentiments if the Council's ow 
letter of the 1ſt of March, 1773, which was principally fra 
intended to notify our reſolution of not relinquiſhing Pat 
theſe provinces to the Marattas ; and it is peculiarly rea 


hard that not only my actions ſhould be examined, any 
but that every expreſſion, whether of mine or of the As 
_ Council's, ſhould be criticiſed as a ground of Parlia- qui 


mentary Impeachment. | | Wa 
I have ſaid, that the only remaining expedient, with ev 
regard to theſe provinces, was the meaſure we adopted 225 


of ceding them to Sujah Dowla. The tenor of the the 
Company's letter of the 11th of November; 1768, Sre 
_ which I have already quoted, implies, that they would as, 
have been ſatisfied had we allowed him to take poſſeſ- hay 
fion of them without any pecuniary conſideration what- th 
ever. By the agreement however, for 50 lacks, we 
Procured to the Company a material aſſiſtance, at a 
time when the ſituation of their affairs very much re- 
quired it, and when they had urged us in the ſtrongeſt 
terms to find out for them every poſſible reſource. 
Sujah Nowla was anxious for the poſſeſſion of theſe 
provinces, not only for the advantage which he | 
might derive from them, but on a point of honour, ſur 
as being part of his ancient dominions; and he | Col 

_ eſteemed himſelf obliged to us for the ceſſion of them, whi 
notwithſtanding the price whichhe paid. Our alliance on- 
with him therefore was ſtrengthened - by the ſenſe ver 
Which he entertained of this obligation, and ſtill more the 
by the neceſſity of our aſſiſtance to ſupport him againſt 


th 


1 


TS 
the claims of the Marattas to the ſame provinces ; 
which would make him look up to us as his natural 
allies, and effectually preclude a poſſibility of what 
had ſometimes been apprehended, an alliance between 
him and the Marattas, to our prejudice. It is true, a 
part of our army might be wanted to defend theſe 
provinces when they were Sujah Dowla's, as well as 
when they were our own; but in the one caſe we were 
only auxiliaries, in the other we ſhould engage in the 
war as principals ;—in the one caſe our troops would 
only be wanted. occaſionally, . at his expence, in the 
other they muſt be conſtantly ſtationed there at our 
own;;—1n the one caſe their expences would be de- 
frayed by foreign wealth, in the other they muſt be 
paid by remittances from Bengal; for there is every 
reaſon to believe, that in caſe of an invaſion ſcarcely 
any thing could have been collected from the country. 
As to the ſtipulation with Sujah Dowla being inade - 
quate, I will only obſerve, that Mr. Lawrell, who 
was ſent to inveſtigate: the value, ſtates the ble 
revenue in peaceable times, at IIlahabad rupees 
22,09, 416. 11. 10; that Sujah Dowla had a claim to 
theſe provinces as well as ourſelves; that it was with 
great difficulty I could perſuade him to give ſo much 
as 50 lacks; and 1 am clearly of opinion it would 
have been better to have given them to him for no- 
thing than to have kept them ourſelves. Upon the 
whole I affirm, that the meaſures objected to me in this 
charge were perfectly conſiſtent with juſtice; that they 
were productive of no one inconvenience, but, on 
the contrary, were highly advantageous to the Com— 
pany. I flatter myſelf that this will appear equally 
roved to the judgment of this Honourable Houſe ; 
but 3 | Pl will think me ſecured from cen- 
ſure. by the very full approbation contained in the 
Company's letter of the 3d of March, 1775, with 
which 1 ſhall beg leave to conclude what I have to ſay 
on this ſubje&; obſerving only, that it does not ſeem 
very candid in my accuſer to take particular notice of 
the Company's orders, which he aſſerts that I tranſ- 
greſſed, ad. of their diſapprobation with reſpect ns 


t 2 1 
the Rohilla war, and totally to paſs over in ſllenee 
their orders which I obeyed, and their entire appro- 
bation on the matters contained in this his ſecond 
Charge. The following are the words on which the 
8 were Pleaſed to expreſs themſelves on this 
e 
* % Having taken into our moſt fevious conflde 
ration the circumſtances which induced our Preſi- 
dent and Council to ſuſpend payment of the tribute 
2e his Majeſty Shaw Aalum, we muſt declare that 


er his on conduct has rendered that meaſure not only | 


* * but abſolutely neceſſarx. 

3- We have heretofere fignified our earneſt aefire 

& to have his Majeſty icedmmoedated, if poſſible, wi 
< x fuitable . within the limits of Bengal, in 
worder to avoid thoſe evils which we ſoon found would 
« reſult from a continua drain of che circulating ſpecie 
ec f the" nes; but, notwithſtanding we were af- 
«4fired that ſuch reſidence would have been for the 
Ins's real advantage, yet as his Majeſty diſcovered 
rr kverfion to the'meifare; we never abated in our 
4 Attention to his perſon, which is fully evinced by 
4 "the rr of the ſtipulated tribute. We 
rt it incumbent on us to lay our ſentimetits 
+ his Majeſty, but we took no ſteps whatever 
3 — could he /conftiucd "as 1 to reſtrain 
* — 1 * acting on the occaſion as he ſnhould think 
Ir was, however, with deep concern” we 
00 the King's views were ſuch as appeared to 


e nſteudl of availing himſelf of a ſituation ſo eligible 


Fer oi —— with his eircumſtances: 


© a4 that Which the provinces might have afforded PL. 


* m, his Maj jeſty gave us early proofs that nothin 
« Jeſs chan wy offefion of Delhy could ſatisfy hi 
T 67 Meer and the 4 Lahe and 2 »-{ 
him ſor that were utter 4 to! 
= intereſts of t > wir e 
J. The 
« rattas, the defeat of his army by their tro6 Nw 
| * dhe Im” of the * ligne for rags; 


N * ge. | 4 * 12 


K 


* + 3; 
„ TW 


junction of his M a jeſty with kak Mas 


— " 


a 9. _. A... A * 3 r R 


® Sores K. 2 boner, Ls r the Erne yt 


| 
, 
3 
| 
|: 
— 
5 
: 


-F $1 J 

< were: circumſtances fo alarming, that it 3zcame the 
© indiſpenſable duty of our Prefident and Council to 
« ſeize the opportunity which then offered for pre- 


« venting thoſe provinces from falling into the hands 


of the Marattas, who were not only become for- 
ce midable to our ally, Shujah ul Dowla, bur were 


«evidently aſpiring to univerſal conqueſt.” 


35. Although the provinces of Cora and Illaha- 
© bad were reſerved to the King by the treaty of 1765, 
« we can by no means allow that his Majeſty acquired 
« by this treaty a right to reſign them into the hands 
« of our enemies. As the Vizier of the empire is 
te the firſt officer under his Majeſty, and as the ter- 
ce ritories in queſtion were Ginny held by the Vizier, 
© we cannot but be of opinion, that our ſervants ated 


< with propriety in committing them again to his 


© management, when it became abſolutely 1mpoſſible 
ce for his Majeſty to hold them in his 'own' immediate 
“e poſſeſſion. And as the King had not only 'with- 
« drawn himſelf from our protection, and abandoned 
« the countries aſſigned to him, but alſo continued, 
« hy his preſence, to countenance the depredations 
« of the Marattas, we fully approve the reſolution of 
tc our Preſident and Council, under theſe circum- 
6 ſtances, to ſuſpend payment of the tribute to his 
« Majeſty, as we think the general principles of lk. 
« preſervation warranted them to withhold reſources 
* which, if ſent, they knew muſt fall into the hands 
ec of the Marattas, and which they had every. rea- 


e ſon to believe would be appropriated' to the u 


of their army, and contribute towards enabling 


c them to commit hoſtilities in our own provinces 


M or in thoſe of our allies. 

36. For the above reaſons; we, bpvh the ma- 
” tureſt deliberation, confirm the treaty of e 
ec and we alſo hereby direQ that no further a Barn 
* be made to the King, without our DEW" Per- 
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In the cloſe of the Charge I am again accuſed of 
ir cy, in having affirmed at one time that 
« we held the dominion of Bengal by the ſword, 


« which I falſely declared the ſource of right, and 


te the natural charter of dominion; and that at a 
later period I had declared, < that the ſovereignty of 
« the family of Shaw Allum is univerſally acknow- 
« ledged, and that the Company ſtill derives its con- 
« ſtitutional dominion from their oſtenſible bounty.” 
Any opinions, however accurately agreeing with 
themſelves in their authentic conſtruction, may be 
made to diſagree, and even to contradict each other, 
by the mutilation or omiſſion: of the parts which com- 
poſed their connection: I affirm, as a fact unqueſtion- 
ed, and unqueſtionable, that we derive our original 
title to our poſſeſſions in Bengal from the ſword alone. 
What additional right the King's phirmaun gave us, 
it is unneceſſary for me to examine. Thus much, 
however, I may be allowed to ſay, that it found us in 
+ poſſeſſion, and that our ſubſtanrial poſſeſſion was never 
vitibly mended by it. And all that the ſubſequent 
polition aſcribed. to me affirms, is, that the ſove- 
Teignty of the houſe of Timur, though univerſally 
acknowledged, no longer exiſted in ſubſtance, and that 
the Company had derived no more than the mere 
form or ſhadow of a grant from it; that it derived its 
conflitutional dominion. from its aſtenſible bounty; that 
is to ſay, that it gave what it could, and that what 
it did give was a mere name, though the acceptance 

of the intention might entitle the donor to a return of 
kindneſs, where it could be given conſiſtently with 


our own policy. Let the whole of my declarations, 


as they ſtand in the Two Minutes which have been 
oppoſed to each other in the Charge, be read at 
large, and they will be found. to contain theſe ſenti- 
meats, and to be perfectly conſiſtent with each other. 
I have paſſed by One part of the Charge, becauſe it 
ſhifts the ground of the accuſation from me to my em- 
ployers, and in that ſenſe of it invalidates all the reſt ; 
, ing done with all chat related to myſelf, I now 
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recur to this :—It is ſtated, © that the Eaſt India com- 
« pany having on their part violated the engage- 
© ments, and renounced the conditions on which they 
< received, and have hitherto. held and enjoyed, the 
e dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, from the 
. King Shaw Allum, have thereby forfeited all right 
« and title to the ſaid Dewanny ariſing from the ſaĩid 
„ grant; and it is free and open to the ſaid king to 
ce reſume ſuch grant, and to transfer it - to any other 
ec prince or ſtate,” I hope this Charge, as it ſtands 
againſt the Eaſt India Company, will appear to be 
clearly refuted in the preceding arguments uſed in this 
Defence; for I have not reſted my own juſtification 
fimply on orders received, but have equally endea- + 
voured to prove thoſe orders conſiſtent with good 
faith, ſtri& juſtice, and ſound policy. With reſpe&t 
to the inference drawn at the cloſe of the preceding 
- Quotation, namely, that the Company have for- 
« feited all right and title. to the Dewanny ariſing 
« from the ſaid grant; and that it is free and open 
cc to the ſaid king to reſume ſuch grant, and to trans- 
“ fer it to any other prince or ſtate; I will confeſs 
that when I firſt read it, in that anxious tenderneſs 
which a ſenſe of wounded honour felt from the la- 
boured and voluminous maſs of accuſations that lay 
before me, its inſtant impreſſion on my mind was, 
that I had either uttered theſe ſentiments, ſo repug- 
nant to my duty as a ſervant, and to my loyalty as a 
ſiibjeQ, or that they followed as an inevitable deduc- 
tion from ſome expreſſions that I might have un- 
guardedly made uſe of: Nor can I yet, notwithſtand- 
ing the change of their application, underſtand them 
to have been introduced into a criminal charge againſt 
me, but for ſuch a purpoſe, ſince, with all my powers 
of conjecture, I cannot deviſe any other which could 
be meant by it. „ | | 
I rely on the conſciouſneſs. of my own undeviating 
integrity, and on the love which I bear to that coun- 
try in which it has pleaſed God to place me, to affirm 
that I never did or could entertain, much leſs ex- 
he e preſs 


and my name 


preſs, a ſentiment ſo abhorrent to my principles as a 
man, and to my feelings as an Engliſhman; and if it 
can; be proved that I have ever made uſe of ſuch a 

doctrine, to become the advocate of any prince or 

ſtate upon earth, in. oppoſition to my own, I will ac- 
puniſhed with death, 
with infamy. 
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Anſwer 10 the Third A Charge, ] Part 1. 


r . 
T l been me ide faſhion to give bid ier of Benares; 


Reports of the Select Committee, or in ano 


; mous 
pamphlets, they are, for the greater part, fanci ul and 
unſupported; - I ſhall here detail as much as I am 


warranted by certain knowledge of its former and pre- 


ſent ſituation, adopting, where I poſſibly can, the very 


words of the third Charge againſt me. | 
The territory of Benares is a fruitful, and has been 


ec es is at this day)” an orderly; well-cultivated; and 


roved province. Its capital city may rather be 


©, « conſidered: as the ſeat of the Hindu Religion than 


« as the capital of a province.“ I am not certain of 


the period at which it was annexed to the Mogul Em- 
pire; but it is clear, by the Sheence Acberet, that it 
was a part of the Subah of Allahahad in Acber's time. 


—Catrou (page 119) mentions'a Rajah Cam to have 
been ſubdued. by Acber, whom I conceive to have 
been Rajah of Benares. However, the ſame Ayenee 
Acberee aſſerts, that Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavee (the 


firſt Mahommedan invader of India) came to Benares 


in the 410th year of the Hejira, above 750 years ſince. 
After Acber, his ſon Jehan Gueer was undoubtedly 
maſter of it; and Daia Sheku, the eldeſt ſon of Shak 
Jehan, ſon and ſucceſſor of Jehàn Gueer, refided a 


N time at Benares i in a * of Cys . 


1 


but as far as I have had oëcaſion to peruſe em! e 
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as we learn from his own preface to a book he com- 


piled during his reſidence there. Aurengzeeb, his 
Toungeſt brother, and ſucceſſor to the empire after Shi 


Jehan, has effectually diſplayed to poſterity the power 
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Is the year 1564, when Sujah ul Dowla's affairg-we 


and ſovereignty which he exerciſed in Benares, with a 
_ avage bigotry characteriſtie of his temper and policy, 


(and even admitted into his plan a conſic 


the f 
moted to he Aumil or collector of Benares and Gazi- 


by a magnificent moſque which he erected on the ſcite 


the ediſice) of an ancient and moſt ſuperb. Hindi 


+,- -. remple. This moſques continues. perfect tg this day, 


and with its high-hounding minarets (which bs alſo 


erected) overlooks the whole city. If Benares, in Ac- 


© © ber's time, was a diſtrict of the Subah of. Allahabad, it 


continued-annexed to the ſame-province in the time of 


Aurengzeeb, as. we learn from. Catray, (page $62). it 


therefore never was conſidered a capital of any con; 


fiderable kingdom, nor yet as a province annexed to 


the Subab ef Oude. Benares is à naked defenceleſs 
city, ſituated ſo near to the almoſt-impregnable fer- 


tteſs of Chunar, that the poſſeſſor of the one may at 


all times be maſter of the other; and this accounts for 


ie having been annere to the Subah of Oude, fore 


time ſince the invaſion of Nadir Shah. . Rajab Bulwant 
Sing, who reſided at Benares with ſome degree of au- 
thority (but who never had permiſſion to coin money, 
nor even the adminiſtration of criminal juſtice in the 
city itſelf) when the incurfions of the Sha Chzadah, 
now the King Shah Allum, firſt drew the attention of 
the Engliſh" to that quarter; and, far from being a 
great Lord (or any Lord) of the empire, he was a 
mere dependant on the Nabab af Oude, Sbujab 
xl-Dowla. He was originally Zemindar of a ſmall 


Pergunna, call Gungapeer (by purchaſe, not by Inhe: 
ritance, for his father, Munſeram, mile mod a Zemin+ 


dar) yielding a revenue of about 500 l. a year. He 


had been patronized and employed by Sefdar Jung, 
of Sujah ul Dowla, and was gradually = 


He continued: in th 


at N the day of 


- his death; and never was Zenindar of eitber diftri. 


_ 


* 
, * 
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on the decline, Bulwant Sing made overtures to the 
Nabob of Bengal, Meer Jaffier, to join his army with 
ſuch troops as he could muſter. General Camac, 


who commanded our army at that time, warned the 


Governor and Council of Calcutta of the Rajah's per- 
fidy ; and ſo well were thoſe gentlemen convinced of 
the truth of thoſe allegations, that on the 6th of No- 
vember of the ſame year, they wrote thus to Major 
Munro: © With reſpect to Bulwant Sing, the double 
te part be ated in the beginning of the war, ſufficiently 
« warns us to put no confidence in him; and there- 
te fore, if he has not already been permitted to join 
« you, or you have entered into no engagements with 
ce him, we would have diſpoſſeſſed bim of bis 'country, 


ec and his perſon, if poſſible,” ſecured.” My prede- 


ceſſors, it may be here obſerved, both in language 
and conduct, equalled at leaſt, or rather exceeded, every 
thing of which I am now accuſed. I have ſaid that 
Bulwant Sing never was Zemindar of Benares or Gazi- 
poor; in proof of this, I appeal to Bulwant Sing's - 
own propoſals to Major Munro, dated the 21ſt No- 
vember, 1764: If you, Gentlemen, chuſe to poſ- 
« ſeſs yourfelves of Sujah ul Dowla's country, I will 


< agree to hold the Sircars of Benares, Gauzipoor, 
c Joinpoor, Bidigur, &c. on the {ſame terms as | 


« hold them from Sujah ul Dowla. Of whoſe coun- 
try were the Engliſh ſuppoſed to intend a ſeizure 
Of Sbujab ul Dowlab's. Who held the four fircars 
before. mentioned ?—Bulwant Sing. Of whom did he 
hold them? Of Sbujab ul Dowlah. By what deno- 
mination are they deſcribed? As Parts of Sbujab ut 
Dowlab's country. Every word of the propoſal proves 


that Shujah ul Dowlab was yyvereign of tboſe ſircars, 


and that a ſeizure of Shujah ul Dowlah's country ne- 


ceſſarily included the ſeizure of Benares, Gauzipoor, 
Joinpoor, Bidjigur, &c. Had Bulwant Sing poſſeſſed 


a ſeparate territory, the conqueſt of Shajab ul Dowlab's 
country would nat have been tantamount to 4 ſeizure:of 
Bulwant Sing's. Had be been Prince, or Zemindur of 
thoſe provinces, he would naturally and of courſe have 
named them, in his propoſals, © my firears,” or te ay 


c zemin- 


a” 


t 8 1 


6 zemindarry - and his arzee, or or propoſal, ul, ac» 
cording to the univerſal cuſtom of the country, have 
been ſigned by him * Zemindar of the Mihals of 
| Benares, &c. &c. Through that whole war, which 
terminated: in the entire defeat of Shujah ul Dowlah, 
Bulwant Sing's conduct was alternately treacherous to 
his maſter and to us. His firſt junction with us is ac- 
knowledged by the Court of Directors, in the letter of 
the 26th of May 1768, to have been © of fignal ſervice 
< to us, and I do not deny it; but the whole correſ- 
pondence of the Bengal Government in the Years 1764 


and 1765 proves that he zever did us any other ſervice : 


That 5 was a ſuſpected, a faithleſs, and a dangerous 
ally ; and that but for the treaty made wich him by the 
commander of our army, the Governor and Council 
would have *<_/eized bis perſon, and transferred bis 
ce diftrifts to another.” (See ad Report of the Select 
Committee, pages 4 and 5, Kc.) Bulwant Sing dying 
in Auguſt 1770, his ſon ner ting -foceoeder 
ights, as Zemindar of Gun 8. he appointment 
farmer or collector of — and Gauzipoor re- 
verted of courſe to the Vizier his ſovereign: I muſt 


obſerve, that in the tranſlations of the Perſian — 
0 


both of thoſe and the preceding times, great confuſio 

occurs, in the application of peculiar and definite 

terms, with a looſe and unguarded + Ganikemisn; for in 
twenty documents at leaſt, quoted in the ſecond part of 
the Select Committee, Bulwant Sing's farm or collec- 
tion, is ſtyled his Zemindarry.” I need go no far- 
ther than the 5th article of the Treaty of Illiabad: (ſee 
2d Report, roth page): His Highneſs Shujah ul 
% Dowlah engages in the moſt ſolemn manner to con- 
“ tinue Bulwant Sing in the Zemindarries of Benares, 
; <. Gauzipoor, c. &c.“ and in the 7th article of the 
ſiame treaty, it is reſolved © to reſtore to bis Highneſs the 


« by Bulwant Sing: Both of theſe articles cannot be 
admitted in their true and literal ſenſe. © If the Zemin- 


rent it, he tribute only. If the country did not 
8 eo Sj 


Near i £35 . 
bis 


to his 


& country of Benarei, and the other diſtricts now rented 


darry . to Bulwant Sing, he could not be ſaid to 
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to him, In ſhort, the word Zemindarry' is uſed 


by our tranſlators in a lax ſenſe, to ſignify diſtrit ar 
province; This is evident from the letter of the Ben- 
gal Government to the Court of Directors of II th 


September 2770 (ſee ad Report, roth page): © In 


Our former letter, Gentlemen, we expreſſed ou 
« ſentiments. of the conſequence it was to cl 
fairs, that the ſucceſſion to the, Zemindarry of Benares 
« ſhould continue in the family; but that it was a de- 
« licate point to accompliſh with the Vixier. - Why was 
this a delicate point? The third paragraph of Mr. 
Burke's Third Charge, peremptorily ſtates, that on 
the death of Bulwant Sing his ſon Cheyt Sing /uc- 
ec cgeded to his rights and pretenſions. The delicacy 


of the point cenliſted preciſely in the want of right, - 
for had Bulwant Sing been real and hereditary Zemin- 


dar, the ſueceſſion would have gone to his ſon. of 


ritance ; This circumſtance proves alſo, that Bulwant 


courſe, there being in India no ſuch cuſtom as diſinhe- 


Sing was ust the Zemindar ; for in that caſe it muſt 


have devolved to hin by inheritance: Inſtead of 


page 5): .* If it is the intention of the Engliſh Gen- 
te tlemen to take poſſeſſion of Shujah ul Dowlah's 
« domĩnions, I will agree to hold Benares and Gauzi - 
« poor, &. which have long been under my juriſdifion, 


c on the terms from the Company as I did from 
e Shujah ul Dowlah.“ Here was preciſely the place 
to have pleaded his right of poſſeſſion, and his 


title by inberitance ; Inſtead of which, he only ſays, 


thoſe places had long been under his juriſdiction, 


which (if any meaning be annexed to the words 
muſt imply that they were not always ſo. I = 


quote another part of this Bengal letter of zoth 


September, 1770 (2d Report, page 11): A jealous, 
« ſuſpicious diſpoſition of the old Rajah, afliſted by 


ec the diſtruſt of their own children, inherent ig the 


c minds of the people of their country, may p 
ce have been the reaſon why the ſon was not incl 


which, he writes to Rajah Shitabroy (ſee ad Report, 


te in the treaty of 1765 ; for had be expreſſed a will ty | * 
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dei ſcurcely beſirmed; &c2%—Bur ſuſpicious, probably, 


of the conſequences that bis Son, © ſbould think be 


dec had a right to the ſucceſſion, his whole aim ſeemed to 
ec center in felf-ſecurity, without the leaſt attention 


ec tothe of his poſterity.” —1 anſwer, every word 
of this, if it be really applicable to Bulwant Sing's 
ſtate of mind, proves beyond a doubt, that he was not 
tbe Zemindar ; for, as Zemindar, his ſon muſt have 
ſucceeded, in the language of the Charge itſelf; and 
it was a matter perfectly indifferent to the ſtate of the 
caſe, whether Bulwant Sing expreſſed or did not ex- 


preſs his wiſhes on that head: but if he really were 
c ſuſpicious of tbe conſequences that his ſon ſhould think 
t be had a RIGHT to the ſucceſſion,” it is demonſtrable 
that he knew the ſon to have no right; for had he a 

right, Bulwant Sing could neither ſuppreſs a know- 


of it from his ſon, nor controvert its effects. 
It would have been a clear, entailed, hereditary eſtate, 


of which it was mutually indifferent to the father and 
to the ſon what each might ſeparately tbink. When 


Cuheit Sing, by the influence of the Company, was 


_ confirmed in the place wine his father had held as 


Farmer or Collector for the Vizier, he paid, as a gift 


or Nuzzeranah, a ſum amounting. to nearly 200,000 
pounds, and increaſed his rent near 30,000 pounds 


per annum; by which,” (Mr. Burke ſays) © he 


e became a purchaſer, for valuable conſiderations of his 


ES - thrown into the account“. Cheyt Sing |/uccee | 
Se nas "> But why did the Vizier exact £200,000 on the death of 
„ af. | Pulwant Sing ?—Afuredly becauſe, as ſovereign of the whole 

44.7 * ntry, . he. poſſeſſed and exerciſed the right of D Jars, und 
> fo a. "27 as ba | * | « L335 


& right and inheritance in the Zemindary aforeſaid.” I 
do not profeſs to underſtand bow a man can be ſaid 


- to purchaſe of another that which the other bas not 


to ſell. To the rights, the charge expreſsly declares 


Cheyt Sing to have ſucceeded by the death of his father: 


the inheritance itſelf is that very right, ſo that Cheyt 


Sing purchaſed what he had already; and the actual 
functions of his office, the collection of the rents, and 


the government of the diſtricts, &c. were 2 e 2 
0 


a. 
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cbanſe to hir father's treaſures, ( ce Lieut. Col: Harper's 


evidence, Appendix to Second Report,) not by any 
teſtamentory form, not by any permiſſion of the Vi- 
zier, not by any intermediation of his friends, but by 
right of inheritance. Are there two or more ſpecies of 
rights of "inheritance ? All that the father could call 
his on, came to the ſon ; what he held of his ſove- 
reign reverted to its owner. The dignity, the power, 
the profit conſequent on the government, were matters 
which the Vizier had a right to ſell, and which Cheyt 
Sing might have a preference in purchaſing, if the 
two parties could ſettle their terms. Bulwant Sing 
ad ſaved —.— ſums of money out of his government, 
by Colonel Harper's evidence; it was therefore an 
object to Cheyt Sing to ſucceed to his father's leaſe, 
even on terms ſomewhat leſs advantageous. The go- 
vernment or leaſe (or by whatever other title of poſſeſ- 
ſion Bulwant Sing had exerciſed authority in Benares) 
was, at the father's death, procured for the ſon; and 
as the general letter from Bengal, dated 3 iſt October 
1770, (ſee Second Report, page 11th) expreſsly ſtates 
Cheyt Sing was conſidered by the Vizier as holding 
te that country on the ſame terms as his father.” Bul- 
want Sing, I have proved above, held only in capite; 
the ſon therefore, at this time, held only in capite 
alſo: and Colonel Harper, who acknowl that 
Bulwant Sing had but 2 /ife intereſt in the lands, muſt 
be miſtaken, where, in quoting from memory, he gives 
evidence that the ſunnud to Cheyt Sing was granted 
to bim and bis beirs.” It is allowed on all ſides, that 


E 


herever thoſe exiſt, the powers of the prince wil 
| w 


=] 

| ant Sing bers (fe Sccomd Rip | page.zark). 
The Vizier therefore was perfectly juſtifiable in refuſing 
to acknowledge it farther ; and in my deputation to 
Benares, in 1773, J procured a new treaty, for the 
expreſs purpoſe of ſettling this point to Cheyt Sing's 

/ ſatisfaction. It may be remarked, that all the govern- 
ig powers of Hindoſtan are extremely averſe to any 
treaties or agreements which are declared to be binding 
BN nd and! have had frequent diſficulties in many 
| the native princes on this head : they 
have alwsys pleaded « 0 * that it was apainſt the cuſtom 

| mitted, that the 


ſtipulations 5 of - ach Sin or they would 
not have e red me to rene And I am 
- warranted i having declared in my nareative,- ee that 
te Cheyt Sing obtained from our influence, everied by 
«myſelf, the firft legal title chat his family ever poſ- 

- «ſoiled of in the land, of which he, till then, 
& Was only the nl, and of which he became the 
1 acknowledged Zemsudar, — a Sunnud granted to 
« him by the Nabob 8 * at my inftance, 
* in Goh month of — rv The father was 
no more than Aumil, as 1 oath 2. ply proved; on his 
deceaſe the ſon preciſely — to his rights and 
pretenſions, as the Charge ſtares he therefore became 
Aumil 5 and if he ever was Zemindar, it could only be 
derived from the Sunnud of 1773. In 1774 the ma- 
jority of the new Council General adopted, in —_— 
of Shujah ud Dowlah's fon, the ſyſtem Regards 

ported by Shujah ud Dowlah in the 28 of the ga of 

Bulwant Sing, They decided that the 2 made witk 

the father did nos bind them with reſpect to the Jon. 
In bob caſes my opinion had been uniform and con- 


none geg ase ende. 


ſiſtent. In 177 Nr tu 

| between Shujah ud Dowlak and Bulwant Sing m 
virtually in force, though one - the pan e ing bar. w. 

l | ties was dead, and that Cheyt e an 
lte place of his father. e Arr 3 . 
ee byjah Man con- bc 
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4 to bind the Company; and that his ſon, Aſoph 
ud Dowlah, had in every reſpect ſucceeded to his 
father's engagements, as well as his dominions. - 

both caſes my judgment has been unfortunate z the I 
ter, however, procured the Company a large addition 
of territory and revenue, on the appropriation and 
management of which,; as the majority of the Council 
decided againſt my opinion, their ſentiments alone, and 
not mine, are to be conſidered in whatever relates to 
the tranſaction. I muſt therefore except to the uſe 
made by Mr. Burke, and to 4ny uſe. Whatever being 
made, of any minutes delivered in Council y m on 
that occaſion,” as thoſe minutes were no part of the 


_ cauſe or motive on which the m 2 pens, -ateds and 


therefore, 8 or evil aroſe out of the 
act itſelf, I am totally undonnected with it. General 
Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, in their 


minute of yth December 1775: (ſee ad report, ad 


page) fully acquit me; the meaſure, (they ſay) wi 
ec ſtritly and excluſively ours. The original 

i appoed in every fp by the Gevernor General and Ma, 
% Harwell. Upon the ſame principle I folemaly diſ- 
claim all „Nb wa with, and even rf knowledge of, 
any «© improper and fraudulent tranſactions with re- 
s gard to the ſymbols of inveſtiture which ought to 
and the form of the 
« deeds by which the ſaid Zemiadary ought to have 
« been granted,” as ſtated in the 13th article of the 
Charge. I am not reſponſible for the acts of the 
majority, nor for the acts of Mr. Fowke, their reſident 
at Benares, who ated wholly under their authority, 
and over whom T had not the ſhadow of an influence; 


I was at chat time but a ſpeckaton of what was doing, 
2 mere cypher at the Board. 


there were any miſtakes in the modes t inveſti» 


ture, or the forms of the deeds, they were without 
my en e ; and as I cannot even now conceive 


what purpoſe ſo pitiful an artifice could be ſu oppoſed to 
anſwer, I will poſitively aſſert they could not be 
ant. Mr. who is the ſurviving mem- 


| | der of that majority, © 10 wid the meaſure firitly and 


* excluſively 


% = 


T & 


of it, for its informalities, as well as for its merits; 
ran "complicated, artificial, and fraudulent 


ans management, chat might take place in the courſe 


of its execution, as well for the grounds on which it 
was propoſed: For my own > port (after diſclaiming all 
x fions to any particular and excluſive duty on we 
to attend to the due inſertion of all tranſactions on the 
r Veeords, which duty I conceive to be that 
-of the _- — 2 of _ who had 
the authority; and al er profeſſing m religiouſly 
chat I did never, either direcly or er indireRtly, procure 
che omiſſion of a ſyllable of any public document 
| rer, which ought to have been tranſmitted to 
the Court of Directors) I do moſt ſolemnly affirm and 
declare, that I did nos, at the time ſpeciſied, meditate 
to make any evil uſe whatever of the deeds which are 
— to have been withholden from the Company ;— 
that I did nt (until the very day when I firſt read it in 


and that I ſhould at all times have loathed and ſpurned 
at the mere idea'of grounding any meaſure of mine on 


ſo ſhallow and baſe a manuceuvre;' I may be allowed © 


to add,” that while the counterparts of the deeds exiſt- 
ed, all concealment on our fide was equally ridiculous 
and ine ffectual; it is an — form, that the 
 cabooleat; or agreement with the Zemindar, is always 


wordfor word e e ee leaſe? a %% 


"s Nor in. 1 bare * Wee 1 8 has 


were theſe deeds which were ſuppreſſed ? The only deed or inftru- 


1 — Sing's-ioveſtiture was the ſunnud or charter, and the 


82 which are all expreſſed in the Charge to have be 
made out, and tranſmitted ; I know of no other. 


— m were ſent to the Courr of Bieden. 8 
the original 7 249 13>: 3; 
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ly belonged,” is alone amenable for every 


the 2 know that ſuch deeds had been withholden, 
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IME AN to prove fully, in its proper place, that 
I never gave permiſſion to any agent to reſign for me 
the office of Governor General, I can here only aſſert 
it; but when General Clavering attempted to aſſume 
the chair which I had nat vacated, I was warranted in 
ſupporting my authority by every means in my power: 
I was warranted in ftyling him © my opponent, and 
_ warranted in treating every miſplaced mark of homage 
to him as a perſonal diſreſpect; to myſelf: When, 
therefore, I affirmed that Cheit Sing had deputed an 
agent, with an expreſs commiſſion. to compliment 
General Clavering on his acceſſion to the government, 
I affirmed a fact certainly criminal, and offenſive to 
the Company's Government, inaſmuch as it was an 
officious and premature interference on the part of the 


Rajah, pregnant in itſelf with very great diſadvantages 


to the due and orderly adminiſtration of affairs, and 
deeply injurious, by the example it held out to others, 

for taking part in the diſſenſions which at that time 
harraſſed our Councils. In Cheit Sing's caſe it was 
particularly obnoxious, becauſe all correſpondence 
with him (as with other native powers) was by the 


Company's orders conducted through the medium of 


the Governor General; the Rajah, therefore, had no 
right, no pretext, for paying ſuch à compliment to 
General Clavering, until his acceſſion to the chair 
had been notified in form; nor can it be urged, in the 
preſent inſtance, that ſuch notification was duly made; 
for, granting (as I believe I may) that General Cla- 
vering had iſſued, in his aſſumed character of Go- 
vernor General, information to that Purport, Cheit 


Sing had a Vakeel in Calcutta, whoſe expreſs buſineſa 


it was to ſet his maſter right, *and for that -purpole — 


3 might have had, and had, at all times, free acceſs to 
| 12 r 
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cial diſpacches'ro be ſent off * A u. 


0 conſent to the eſtabliſhment of three 


commeniced between Great Britain and France. It was 


1 6 

e wers, to aſſure them of my continuance in admini- 
ſtration. I urged this act of the Rajah at tbe time it 
toat place, and I now urge it, as a proof of the readi- 
neſs which he ſhewed to foment, or even to take part 
in any diviſions of our government; it always appear- 
ed to me indecent with reſpe& to my office, unjuſti- 
ſiable with re to bis ſituation, and a proof of his 
rooted diſaffection to the Engliſh adminiſtration. Whe- 
ther or not I perſonally forgave him, is of no conſe- 
I never ſought to 9 — him but upon pub- 
. And had he faithfully diſcharged his 
Company, he would never have heard a 
my reſentment. Implacability to 
| Naw ure; of ay character. TO 
cuſed That having 8 in my caſting vote, 

a ey in Council on the death of Sir John 
« Clavering and Mr. Monſon, I did ſuddenly, and 
* without any previous general communication with 
« the members of the Board, by a minute of conſulta- 
tion of the gth of July 1778, make an extraordinary 
„ demand, namely, that the Rajah of Benares ſhould | 


. talions of Sepoys, to be raiſed and maintained at his 
* own expence.” I anſwer, that on the 6th of July, 
er night, a packet was received from Mr. Baldwin at 
Cairo, with an account (deemed fully authentic by the 
whole Council) that war had been actually declared and 


— bo to propoſe meaſures in conſequence of this 
, without loſs of time. Accordingly; on the 
of J oly, after an interval — only two days, I gave 

at the Council Board a general increaſe for 
our military and marine 2 — to meet the 
exigencies of the moment. Every member of our go- 
verament felt the neceſſity of the meaſure, and we 
were for once unanimous. My propoſitions, which 
embraced every part of the Compiny' $ dependencies 


— on that fide of India, could not, without glaring and 


very ſuſpicious partiality, have omitted the territories 
5 I allotted what I thought (and. ιι 


8 2 a 'moderte potion ofthe i ages 
Oy" burthen 


1 2 
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burthen of the war to him: had my colleagues been-of 
a different opinion, they might have propoſed a madi- 
fication, or a total exemption. They did neither, 
While they admitted the neceſſity of the actual demand, 
they did not object to the ſum: and the deciſion of fu- 
ture right (on which there appeared ſome ſhadow of 
heſitation) was, by general conſent, referred to our ſu- 
periors (ſee ad Report, 26th page). On this right 
our ſuperiors did never decide while Cheyt Sing con- 
tinued at Benares, though our minutes on the ſab; 
arrived in London the 12th of April 1; 70. — The, 
filence had all the effe of acquieſcence. The Rajah. is 
ſaid to have aſſerted, that I had promiſed this exaction 
ſhould continue but for one year, and ſhould not be drawn 
into precedent. —I now molt ſolemnly declare, that 1 
never made any ſuch promiſe ; and that I had effectually 
precluded: myſelf from. making it, the minutes them» 
ſelves will teſtify, for in our firſt debate on the ſubject, 
I agreed to add to my original motion for raiſing the 
troops the following words, © and 1% be diſbanded at 
the end of the war,” (ſee 2d Report, 26th page). After 
this, I muſt have affected a ſpirit of prop ecy, to pre- 
tend that the demand ſhould exiſt oxly for one year. 
The war continued in 1779, and the demand was ac 
cordingly renewed, It met with A excuſe, 
and procraſtination on the part of the Rajah. On the 
ching year his delays grew ftill more perplexing, and _ 
indicated the Cree ſigns of determined . 
dience x. By this time I confidered myſelf as acting on 
the ſureft grounds. The letters from our ſuperiors, in 
anſwer to thoſe of the two preceding years from us, 
contained no one ſentence. which could be deemed a 
diſapproval of our tranſactions with the Rajah of Be- 
nares. As the ſubje& had been fully and 2 
before them, it was impoſſible to ſuppoſe they had 
overlooked it. With my hands thus ſtrengthened by the 
implied approbation of my employers, as the exigencies 
of the war.grew daily more preſſing, I moved in Coun- 


- 


ges all the Bengal Conſultations of that period, as exhibiced - 
in the ad Report of the Select Committee. | | 5 


c * 1 
eil, « That Cheyt Sing might be required to furniſh 
ee ſuch cavalry as he could ſpare, with an expreſs de- 
c claration to him, that they ſhould be returned at the 
te cloſe of the war:“ and this was done by the advice 
and recommendation of Sir Eyre Coote. The Rajah 
certainly maintained a conſiderable body of a 4 


He admitted thirteen hundred, and I know they were 


many more. In the war with the Rohillas he furniſhed 

five hundred to his then ſovereign, Shujah ud Dowlah, 
ſee Supplement to 2d Report, 12th page) and General 
-lavering would have recommended to him to ke 


but on his repeated repreſentations, I gradually lower- 
ed my requiſition to one thouſand. He acknowledged 
to have zhirteen bundred, and yet offered but five hun- 
Ared to the Company. My patience was exhauſted by 
ſuch repeated acts of contumacy, and I determined 
(I repeat it) to convert them into an advantage for the 
Company's affairs. I conſidered the light in which 
Juch behaviour would have been viewed by his native 
ſovereign, and I reſolved he ſhould feel the power he 
had ſo long infulted. Forty or fifty lacks of rupees 
would have been a moderate fine for Shujah ud Dowlah 
to exact; he who had demanded ag lacks for the mere 
\ fine of ſucceſſion, and received 20 in hand, and an 
increaſed rent tantamount to conſiderably above 30 
lacks more: and therefore I — 4 the offer of twenty, 
with which the Rajah would have compromiſed for 
his guilt when it was too late. If I ever talked of 
ſelling the Company's ſovereignty over Benares to the 
N abi of Oude, it was but ix terrorem; and no ſubſe- 
quent act of mine warrants me to have ſeriouſly in- 
tended it: if I ever threatened to diſpofſeſs the Rajah 


cefſors (without rebuke from their ſuperiors, or notice 
taken of the expreſſion) had wiſhed and intended to 
have done to his father, even when the Company had 
no pretenſions to the ſovereignty of the country; it is 


no more than ſuch a legal a# of ſovereignty as his be- 
haviour juſtified, ſand as I was juſtified in by the in- 


< {cations of my predeceſſors, j If I pretended to ſeize 


upon 


up iwo thouſand : this was the number I demanded; 


of his territories, it is no more than what my prede- 
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ment was made early in February, and I left Calcutta 
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upon his forts, it was in full conviction that a depen- 
dent on the Company, guaranteed, maintained, and 
protected in his country by the Company's arms, had 
no occaſion for forts, had no right to them, and could. 


hold them for no other than ſuſpected and rebellious 


purpoſes. None of the Company's other Zemindars 
are permitted to maintain them; and even our ally, 
the Nabob of the Carnatic, has the Company's troops 


in all his garriſons; policy and public ſafety abſolutely © 


required it. What ſtate could exiſt, that allowed its 
inferior members to hold forts and garriſons, indepen- 
dent of the ſuperior adminiſtration lt is a ſoleciſm 


in government to ſuppoſe it. 


-P: & NT 


' I REMOVED Mr. Fowke from Benares on po- 
litical grounds, againſt the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, becauſe I thought it neceſſary that the Reſident 
there ſhould be a man of my own nomination and con- 
fidence ; I avow the principle, and think no govern- 
ment can ſubſiſt without it. The puniſhment of the 
Rajah made no 2 of my deſign in Mr. Fowke's re- 
moval, or Mr. Markham's appointment, nor was his 
puniſhment an object of my contemplation at the time. 
I removed Mr. Fowke, to appoint Mr. Markham; 
an appointment of my own choice, and a ſignal to 
notify the reſtoration of my own authority, as I had 


before removed Mr. Fowke, and appointed Mr. Gra- 


ham, for the ſame pus 
The Charge adds, 
es pared for a journey to Benares. This is not true: 


« It was ſoon after that I pre- 
— The interval of time is evidently ſhortened, for the 


purpoſe of forcing the inference before drawn from 


my appointment of the new Reſident. This appoint- 


in July. F N 1 by * 
1 * | 


ARE ” 
1 deny that the deſign of exacting a penalty from in 


Rajah Cheyt Sing for his contumacious behaviour, hin 
was either © wicked” or © perfidious, as 1s ſtated in mu 
the Charge. I admit that I did not enter it on the Pal 
conſultations, becauſe it was not neceſſary ; even this ver 


— [plan Ttlelt of the fnelwas not a fixed plan, but to be 7th 
fe regulated by circumſtances, both as to the ſubſtantial Sin 
1 execution of it, and the mode: nay, I will aver, that ce | 
I had drawn up a review of our whole political con- 6 
44. . nexions, extended even as far as Guzzerat, and given 
a copy of it to Mr. Wheler, containing a variety of 
modes, from which I meant to draw ſome relief of al- 
liance, power, or finance, to fave them from the ruin 
which was accumulating around them; and this plan 
of the fine, as I recollect, made part of it. But was it 
neceſſary, as an official obligation upon me, or would 
it have been prudent that I ſhould enter upon our con- 
ſultations every A. api reſource to which the exi- 
gency of our affairs might eventually compel me to 
haye recourſe? And was I precluded from' availing 
myſelf of any ſuch reſources, when the occaſion re- 
quired them, and the means were afforded me, becauſe 
The deſign of them had not before been entered on our 
conſultations? In what part of the Company's ſtand- 
ing orders, nay, I may add, in what code of common 


- ſenſe, is fuch a rule preſcribed to me? In this Charge 66 
lam blamed for © the long concealment, and late com- col 
tc munication of this intention (viz. of the fine) time ha 
*© not being allowed to my colleague to conſider the EX; 
nature and conſequences of ſuch a project, or to eng 


* adviſe any precaution concerning the ſame.” The 
grounds on which this Charge is founded are, that al- 
though I communicated my intentions to Major Palmer - 
in June, it does not appear that I communicated them for 
to Mr. Wheler till the eve of my departure. It is ſup- 
poſed that the eve means the preceding night: aſſuredly 
it will admit of a larger conſtruction. From my recol- 
lection, at this diſtance of time, I will venture to affirm, 


that my intentions were communicated to Mr. Wheler — 
Jome weeks before my departure; I believe 1 may ſay, no! 
almoſt as ſoon as they were formed, for I was then f 01 
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in the habit of the moſt confidential intercourſe with 
him; nay, I think it probable, that they were com- 
municated to him even before they were to Major 
Palmer, as that gentleman arrived in Calcutta only a 
very ſhort time before my departure, which was on . 
7th of July. I avow my intention of fining Cheyt 
Sing fifty lacks. This was the improvement of the 
ce intereſt which the Company poſſeſſed in the Zemin- 


« dary,” alluded to in my minute on the occaſion. 


And as I own myſelf not to have foreſeen Cheyt Sing's 


flight or rebellion, I did conceive it poſſible to have 


formed an arrangement of this kind «© with the Ra- 
« jah,“ and it was certainly © fit and conſonant to 
te the mutual engagements /ub/iting between the Com- 


« pany and the Rajah.” This I will prove at large: 
A fine was what I meant to exatt—and 7o fine was a 
right expreſsly reſerved to the Company (ſee a ſecret 


letter from the Governor General and Council of Ben- 


gal, dated 15th January 1776—i. e. General Claver- 


ing, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis): * We 


ce thought it adviſeable to fix a proper weight and 


« ſtandard, to be invariably obſerved by the Rajah in 


« all money which might be coined, on pain of for- + 


ce feiting the mint, and being liable to any penalty the 
« Board might think fit to impoſe, on the firit inſtance 
« of any deviation.” The ſame ſovereignty which 
could dictate ſo authoritatively on one occaſion, muſt 
have had an equal right in others; and therefore the 
exaction and payment of a penalty was conſonant to the 
engagements between the Company and the Rajah*, In 

| EO | my 


for inveſting the ſon. Here then we have a ſecend right made over, 
with the other appendages of ſovereignty, to the Company. Had 
not our powerful interpoſition prevented the conſequences of Bulk» 
want Sing's treachery to his maſter, in 1764, Shujah ud Dowlah 


„ Shujalr ud Dowlah levied a fine, on the death of the =\ 


would probably have exerted; with ſignal rigour, a third right of” 


ning, and have furniſhed me with a ent full in point to 
my treatment of Cheyt Sing. The inference therefore is, that the 


right of fining was general—perhaps arbitrary; but for that I am/ 
— Corn 1 it ＋ defect woven into the texture of the Mogul 


ſyfem.—lt will, no doubt, be- moſt happy for the 2 | 
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my narrative of the ſubſequent tranſactions between 
Cheyt Sing and myſelf, compoſed while all the cir- 
cumſtances were ſtrong in my recollection, I have de- 
tailed every particular neceſſary for a complete com- 
prehenſion of the painful part I had to | 1 
the colourings which are put upon many of my expreſ- 
ſions by the ſubtilties of conſtruction, I ſhall make 
few or no objections. Truth is my immediate aim, 
and I cannot ſtep out of my way to glean up every 
caſual infinuation ; otherwiſe 1 might obſerve, that I 
cannot well conceive why, on my refuſal to ſee the 
Rajah, it ſhould be pronounced that I © rudely and 
* inſolently forbid bis viſit.” Is it rude to be peremp- 
tory? or is reſolution inſolence? If he were a great 
Prince, I, as repreſenting his ſovereign, ſhould ſeem 
@ great King. I gave the Rajahin writing my charges 
reſpecting his conduct, informal perhaps, and 
1 irregular; (for where ſhould 7 have acquired the 
legal preciſion requiſite for a ſpecial pleader?) but cer- 
tainly ſubſtantial, momentous, and juſt. I have ſaid that 
his anfever was not only unſatisfactory in ſubſtance, 
« but offenſive in ſtyle.” I repeat the aſſertion now, 
that near five years ſince elapſed have cooled my re- 
ſentments (if I ever had any) and that my feelings are 
no longer intereſted by concomitant circumſtances. 
It was filled with ſhuffling excuſes and palpable falſe- 
hoods. ' It ſtated that the Rajah had furniſhed the ad- 
ditional five lacks of rupees © with the utmoſt readi- 
« xeſs;” and that he had © taken @ penalty bond from 
< his aumils that they ſhould keep no thieves in their diſ- 
« trifts *.” AI had now reaſon to ſuſpect that the Rajah 
would never come to ſuch © an arrangement as I 
_ wiſhed; till he had, at leaſt in ſome ſlight degree, felt 
the hand of authority; and I accordingly put him 
under an arreſt. No inſult, no menace, no violence 


| | Aſia, when the deſpotic inſtitutes of Jengheez Khawn, or Tamer- 
lane, ſhall give place to the liberal ſpirit of a Britiſh legiſlature ; 
and I ſhall be amply fatisfied in my preſent proſecution, if it ſhall 


tend to haſten the appr of an event ſo beneficial to the great 
| interets of mankind. e 3 ' 
Wes all this , or fatisfafery, or dent: * 


* 
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of any kind, was intended or applied: I even wrote 
to him, to calm any apprehenſions for perſonal ſafety 
which he might be weak enough to entertain ; and re- 
ceived his anſwer, that © be was entirely free from 
« concern and apprehenſion.” What followed, I 
need not here particularize. My conduct was regu- 
lated by events which I could neither foreſee nor con- 
troul. A1l my original meaſures were broken through, 


Cheyt Sing. Every ſtep which I had taken before 
that fatal moment, is an incontrovertible proof that 1 


«* treaſures, or of depoſing him; and certainly, at 
the time when I did form the deſign of making the 


puniſhment of his former ill conduct ſubſervient to 


the exigencies of the ſtate, by a large fine, 7 did nat 
% believe him guilty of that premeditated project for driv- 
« ing the Engliſh out of India, with which I ards 
© charged him. Had I been fore warned of this pro- 
ject,” in the extent which I afterwards diſcovered, I 
moſt aſſuredly would have anticipated his ſchemes with 


more ſolid effect, and witbout perſonal hazard: I 


would never have propoſed to * ſettle his zemindary 
e upon him, on any footing at all. Nothing there- 
fore can equal my ſurprize at the tenor of this part of 
the charge, except my incapacity to anſwer, without 
contradiction, two accuſations totally contradictory. In 
the 13th, 14th, andi th clauſes of this 3d ſection of 
the 3d Charge, I am accuſed of implacability ta all the 


Rajah's humble ſubmiſſions ;' of perſeverance in reject- ; 


ing all accommodation, though ſeveral offers were 
made; and of being filled with inſolence and malice, 
in not replying to the Rajah's letters, after he had ſo 


notoriouſſy drawn the ſword of rebellion. And in the 


27th clauſe of the ſame. ſection of the ſame Charge, it 
is aſſerted, that if 1 had conceived him (Cheyt Sing) 
© to have entertained traitorous deſigns againſt the 


4 Company, from whom he held his tributary eſtate, © 


© or had been otherwiſe guilty of ſuch enormous of- 
te fences as to make it neceſſary to take extraordinary 
9 | « meaſures 


had formed no deſign © of ſeizing upon the Rajah's 


all my deſigns annihilated, by theſbarbarous malacre) j = 
of myJunarmed troops, and the unexpected flight of 


FORDS” of 
. 
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| « meaſures for coercing him, it would nat bave behind 
e proper to ſettle upon ſuch a traitor and criminal theſheſum 
E L zemindarry of Benares, or any other territory, upon Cheyt 
«. the-moſt eligible, or upon any other footing! what. ſary 1 
ever.“ Thus am I in one and the ſame Charge vas 0 
accuſed of being ſevere, and told it would not * Ally, 
gc been 1 me to have been lenient; — cenſured 
| for intending to ſettle the zemindarry upon Cheyt Sing, | 
And cenſured for having rejected all his offers toward any 
en a feitlement.I can only anſwer to this formidable. 
dilternma; that ſo long as I conceived Cheyt Sing'; 
miſconduct and contumacyſto have me rather than the 
} company for its ec ae be merely the effect 
= Pernicious advice or miſguided folly, without any 
formal deſign of openly reſiſting oy? authority, or dif- 
our ſovereignty, I looked upon a conſiderable 
ſine as ſufficient both for his immediate puniſhment, 
and for binding him to future good behaviour: I 
therefore entertaĩned no ſerious thoughts of expelling 
him, or proceeding otherwiſe to violence; but when cd 
be. and his people broke out into the moſt atrocious 
acts of rebellion and murder; hen the Jus fortioris et . 
ler ultima regum were appealed to on his part, (and 
without any ſufficient plea afforded him on mine,) 
trom that moment conſidered him as the traitor and 
= criminal deſcribed-in the charge; and no conceſſions, 
xz no humiliations, no ſubmiſſions, could ever after in- 
f 5 Aduce me © to ſettle the zemindarry of Benares, or any 
| © other nh, * b Rim on _ footing what- 


WIT 


e ever.” + e 
— by me at the Council Board ur- 
ing che time that the ceſſion of the ſovereignty of Be- 


zipoor was negotiated with the Vizier, 
* are quoted againſt ne in the 28 ch clauſe of this part of 
the Charge. 1 The minute in queſtion does undoubt- 
edly contain my ſentiments at that period, but thoſe 
s went for nothing : General Clavering and his 

: majority decided againſt my opinion; ibe meaſure ia 
7 <<: friftly and exrluſively their own ;” I, therefore, have 
to do with it. - But when, by the death of ewo 


nothing 
who compoſed that majority, I became ſome what * 


1 2056 J ME 
than a mere pageant in the adminiſtration, I neceſſarily 
reſumed-the buſineſs where they had left it; I conſidered 
cue Sing preciſely. what bey had made bim, a tribu- 

landholder; not what Im uu have made him (but 
vas over- ruled) an independent prince, and a powerful 
ally, placed as a barrier between the Vizier and Go- 
ernment. of Bengal. vould have cauſed the Com- 
pany: tribute to be received at Patna within the Com- 


1e. would 

ountry: They aſſumed it. The ſovereignty which they 

ſumed, it fell. to my lot, very — to 7 ; 
d whether. or not ſuch powers, or powers of | 

© nature, were delegated 

any — —— — 1 confeſs . 


to me by any wa, 4 | 
too 2 — 


— rights whatever annexed 6 to: ic IE bot a 
mere empty word without meaning) thoſe rights 1 
be ſuch as are held, countenanced, and eſtabliſhed 4 


ns, Iche law, cuſtom, and uſage of the Empire, a 
in- not by the proviſions of any Britiſh act of parliam ent 
ny Nbitherto enacted. Thoſe rights — none other) I have 


been the involuntary — of enforcing· And if 
ny future act of parliament ſhall 8 or by 
implieation, tend — that, ri 

their enertion, as I have cxertcd them, LOS ear, 
that che boaſted ſovereignty of Benares, Which was 
held up as an acquiſition almoſt obtruded upon the 
Company, againſt my conſent and opinion (for 1 
xcknowledge:- that, even then, I ſoreſaw many dif- 
fieulties and inconveniences in its future exerciſe) I 
ſeir, I ſay, that this ſovereignty will be found a 
r 2 
0 5 UEIns gan) 32. Ups 2 mean, 
e — ur pa: 
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pany's provinces: hey cauſed it to be received at Be- 
have renounced the ſovereignty of his 


— — 
* _ * —— — —— urn * N * — * 


„4 are expoſed. I knew, that from che#hiſtor; 
6 1 the very nature of mankind, the. 
I ſubjects of a deſpotic empire are always vi ilant fo 
the moment to rebel, and the ſovereig — 

of rebellious intentions. N Zenin 


| anarchy and confuſion of different laws, reli; 


| 8 The Hindoos, who never incorporate: 
r F conquerors, were kept in order only by th 


| and they are entered in the nitith elauſe of the fir 


E cans 1 

ou orand "the Flr Apr ment; ſuch an ar 
rangement as ſhall do away all the miſchief, doubt 
and inconveniences (both to the governors and gc 
verned) ariſing from the variety of tenures, right 
| and claims in Call caſes of landed property and feud: 

juriſdiction i in India; from the informality, invalidity 
and inſtability of all ents in ſo divided an 
unſettled a ſtate of ſociety; and from the unavoidabl: 
| signs, ane 
prejudices, moral, civil, and political, all Jumble 

together in One unnatural and diſeordant mais. Eve 
part of Hindoſtan has been conſtantly expoſed to' thee 
and fimilar diſad vantages ever ſince the Mahomeda: 


ſtrong hand of power. The conſtant neceſſity of ſimi 
lar exertions would increaſe at once their energy an 


moter of deſpotiſm. 
Sovereignty in Indis A nothing dies for 
know not how we can form an eſtimate of its power 
but from its viſible effects and thoſe are every here 
the ſame, from Cabool to Aſſam. The whole hi 
tory of Aſia is nothing more than r to prove 
the invariable exerciſe of arbitrary power. To 4 
this I ſtrongly alluded in the minutes I delivered it 
Council, when the Treaty with the new Vizier was or 
foot in 1775 and I wiſhed to make Cheyt Sing inde 
2 becauſe in India included a thou 
and evils, many of which I enumerated at that time 


ſection of this Charge. I knew the powers with aubicl 
dangers to whici 


is ever Jeajou: 
is an Indian 


* | 
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ſubject, and- as Juch expaſed to the. common lot © 
his ſellows. The nean and depraved false of 4 


extent, ſo that eee e roger a1 15 


) 
J 


« ner Zemindar is, therefore, this very dependance | 
above · mentioned on à deſpotic Government — this 
very proneneſs to ſhake off his allegiance, and this 
very expoſure to continual danger from his ſovereign's- 
jealouſy, which are conſequent on the political ſtate j 
of Hindoſtanic Governments. - Bulwant Sing if he 
lad been; and Cheyt Sing as long as he was, a Ze- 
mindar, ſtood exactly. in this mean and depraved 
« fate, by the conſtitution of. his country... I did not 
make it for him, but would have ſecured him from | 
it. ' Thoſe who made him a Zemindar entailed upon | 
him the conſequence of /o'mean and depraved a tenure. | 
Ally Verdy Khaun and Coflim Ally fixed all their Ze- | 
mindars, on the neceſſities of war, and on every pre- 
tence, either of Court neceſſity, or of Court extrava- 
D N „ . 4 
* have but few words to alledge in my own behalt 
on the depoſitions, affidavits, and other teſtimonies 
annexed to my narrative. Every man will ſee that 
in ſo ſingular a ſituation I could do no otherwiſe. If 
the means I made uſe of were the beſt in my power, 
I ſtand acquitted of neglect or ill intention. The 
perſons who have given their ſeveral teſtimonies. on 
the occaſion were not ſelected for the purpoſe by me, 
but are ſuch as were on the ſpot, and who owed their 
knowledge of the tranſactions either to actual in- 
ſpection, or to ſharing a part of the common diffi- 
culties: How ſuch of the evidence as was atteſted 
upon oath could be ot fit or decent to be taken by 
4 Britiſh magiſtrate, or to be tranſmitted ia a Bri- 
« riß governinent,” I am {till at a loſs to compre- 
hend. I have always thought that an affidavit might 
be ſworn to before any of bis Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace, whether in or out of the patticular and local 
juriſdiction of that magiſtrate. Britiſh ſubjects could 
certainly ſwear with propriety before no other perſon 
whatever, while ſuch a magiſtrate was on the ſpot ; 
and if I had neglected this precaution, I cannot doubt 
but it would have been converted into a much more 
formidable Charge againſt me, that, with every op- 
* portunity for compleatly vindicating all the ſteps I 
8 O 2 ge c had 


4 


t 


« had taken in this affair, I had moſt amefully, and 
ec fraudulently, and unjuſtifiably omitted to have the 
te ſeveral circumſtances detailed in writing upon oath, 


« although one of bis majeſty's juſtices was the pot 
« at the time.” Ina matter 2 mere affidavie (no Loy 


in a court of juſtice then pending) I never have heard 


that it was uſual, or expected, or neceſſay to have a 
perſon preſent to object to the competence or cre- 


“ dibility, or relevancy of the affidavit.” To the ad- 
miſſion of ſuch objeftions, a juſtice of peace, out of bis 


local juriſdiction, is certainly not competent » it alters 
the very nature of the function; and _ conſtitute 

a judicial proceſs between two parties, before a judge 
who ide 50 court, and to whom neither party is 


amenable. But theſe are ſophiſtries totally uncon- 


nected with the main queſtion. I deemed Cheyt Sing 
a rebel and a traitor ; 1 accordingly rejected his ſub- 
miſſions, and expelled him from his Zemindarry. The 
affidavits are meant as proofs of his rebellion for the 
ſatisfaction of others; my own conviction wanted no ſuch 
affiſtance; nor would any objections he could bave made 
ever ſhake a tittle of my opinion. My ſuperiors, the 
Court of Directors, in their letter to Bengal of the 
28th of January 1784, have ſaid, After — reſiſtance 
which the Rajah had made, —— — be 
« confiſtently ben bim; nor was any mea or his 

EH —4— poſed.” To then, therefore, and 
to their ſenſe of th —_— guilt, I may appeal for 
of tranſmitting thoſe teſtimonies. It 


the 
_ was'a maſs of evidence, which on the whole proved 


eee of the Fan on 522 1 oe Ae. 
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proper and neceſſary ſo to do. The one is held by. 
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IAM here accuſed of having cauſed a ſecond, and 
% , - 


then a third“ revolution in Benares :* That is, the 
removal of a Collector or Receiver-General of the 
province is put on the footing of a diſpoſſeſſion of the 
immediate landholder and Zemindar ; which amounts 
nearly to aſſerting, that the diſmiſſion of a Miniſtry 
in this country is as complete à revolution as the abdb» 
cation of James the Second. The expulſion of Cheyt 
Sing was indiſputably-a © revolution“ -I have always 
called it ſo. The ſubſequent arrangements were mere 
internal corrections of a ſyſtem which experiment 
roved to be imperfect. When a new ſyſtem was to 
= formed with the ſucceſſor -of Cheyt Sing. (who, 
not being his heir, bad no claim of. right) I ſaw no 
objection to making the Company's intereſts my firſt 
principle of action. The eaſy accumulation of too 
much wealth had been Cheyt Sing's ruin; it had 
buoyed him up with extravagant and ill-founded no- 
tions of independence, which I very much wiſhed to 
diſcourage in the future Rajah. Some part therefore 
of the ſuperabundant produce of the country I turned 
into the coffers of the ſovereign, by an augmentation 


of the tribute. To the mint, and the exerciſe of crimi - 


nal juſtice, we were excluſively entitled by the very 


Ad ef Ceſion from the Vizier; and they were both 


given up to Cheyt Sing as a matter of perſonal favour 
only ; That we had not given up to him the right as 
well as the function, is proved by the paragraph above 
quoted, where an arbitrary penalty, and aZual. depri- 
vation, are denounced . him for the very firſt 
abaſement of coin, by the authority of the Council, 


without any participation in the act. Theſe two, 


therefore, I reſumed, from conviction of its being 


the 


— 


_ ceive a very 


the Britiſh reſident,fnominated and appointed by the 


— Mr. Fowke, by whom I believe it to have 
n molt honourably conducted; the other I en- 


truſted, with ſome. new. and. neceſſary modifications, 
to a Mahommedan of the firſt abilities in India, and 
of 'the moſt unimpeachable integrity ; under whoſe 


- adminiſtration, tranquillity, good order, and ſecurity 


have taken place in a degree never before experienced 


in Benares, The inhabitants have increaſed fince that 


A 


period, and upwards of 2,500 houſes (as he informs me 
in a letter T have lately received from him) have been 
added to the city. To obviate miſunderſtanding, I 
muſt obſerve, that the adminiſtrator of criminal juſ- 
rice in Benares has always been of the Mahommedan 


_ religion, and was always appointed by Shujah ul 


Dowlab himfelf to the day of his death. Of the 
events ſubſequent to Cheyt Sing's expulſion, I con- 

1 account to be ſufficient. I ſettled 
the affairs of the Zemindarry at that period with as 
much care and cireumſpection as the ſhortneſs of the 
time, and the variety of my employments, would 
permit. It happened (for which I was by no means 
blameable) that the perſons in whom I entruſted 
the executive powers of the Zemindarry, and whom I 
choſe becauſe they were the neareſt relations of the 
Rajah, were inadequate to the duty. I had reaſon to 
doubt their integrity as well as capacity, and therefore 
Feaufed them to be removed. A ſecond experiment 
proved equally unſatisfactory, and from the fame 
caufes. T was therefore reduced to exert the ſame re- 
medy; but during theſe neceſſary, and by no means 
extraordinary, changes of miniftry, the Rajah himſelf 


and his people were in perfect ſecurity : the very re- 
moval of the es adminiſtra, on his op- 


prefſive conduct and official peculation, has operated 
on the minds of the inhabitants very greatly in fa- 


your of Britiſh integrity] and good government. It 


is a fact, and I can adduce very many Gentlemen now 
in London, to confirm my affertion, that the countries 
of Benares and Gauzipoor were never, within the me- 
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mory of Engliſhmen, ſo well prote&ed, ſo peaceably 
governed, or more indultriouſly cultivated, than at the 


preſent moment: and as for the city of Benares, I ap- 


peal to the letters which have been lately received from 
Madajee Scindia, by his Majeſty and the Eaſt India 
Company, and which were written months after my 
departure, to prove, that my regulations had not only 
contributed greatly to the peace and good order of that 
city, but had extended the credit and reputation of 
the Engliſh government to every part of Hindoſtan 
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EFORE- I proceed to 
B ger 9, proces . and on the 


affairs of Oude, I muſt obſerve that they contain 
particulars of which I was totally ignorant until I read 
them in the Charges. I am, therefore, very much 


indebted to the affiſtance of Mr. Middleton, and to 
r | 
By e 


the tranſactions alluded to ha 


r poof 


this Honourable 


Houle, or by evidence pag to be produced ar its 


bar. For the conveniency of this Honourable Houſe, 
1 ſhall reply to theſe Charges, not as they are num- 
bered, but as the ſubjects are connected. Firſt, 
The Princeſſes of Oude; Second, © Miſdemean- 
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PRINCESSES of OUDE. 


T is certainly not true, that the Nabob of Oude 
L was ever under the controul of the Bengal govern- 
ment, in the extent ſtated in this Charge, That the 
reſident, who repreſented the Council General, had an 
influence at his court, cannot be diſputed ; but it is 


notorious that the acts of the Nabob's government 


were, on various occaſions, remonſtrated againſt, and 


ineffectually oppoſed by the refident, as may be ſeen 


by the public correſpondence of Meſſrs. Middleton 


and Briſtow. It cannot, therefore, be admitted, that 


« the Engliſh name and character were concerned in 

« every act of his government, or in any not autho- 

« rized by them.” I 
Allowing it to be true, that the country of Oude 


was in a floutiſhing ſtate before our interference, ſurely ' 


I cannot be chargeable with the evils reſulting from 
the ſyſtem we eſtabliſhed, ſince I gave all the 7 
tion I could to the firſt introduction of it. The ſyſtem 
vas undoubtedly very defective, and generally preju- 

dicial to the Nabob's affairs, inaſmuch as it neceſſarily 


eſtabliſhed a degree of interference in his government, 
undefined by any preciſe rule; which, however diſ- 


creetly uſed, could not fail to weaken his authority, 
and in many caſes to be productive of all the evils 


| confequent on a divided ph The reſident, 


for 
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for inſtance, though officially competent to no poſitive 
act of his own, found himſelf, on ſome occaſions, driven 
to the neceſſity even of oppoſing the execution of the 
Nabob's orders to the officers of his own government, 
as the only means of defending the ſecurities made 
over to him for the public claims of the Company; 
for however willing his excellency may have been to 
grant aſſignments for the liquidation of his debt, he 
was never very ſcrupulous of infringing them, when 
preſſed by other importunate creditors, but has fre- 
quently granted Tuncaws upon Aumils, whoſe reve- 
nue, to its utmoſt amount, he well knew had been 
previouſly aſſigned over to the Company. In ſuch 
caſes the reſident, though inveſted with no oſtenſible 
authority, would have Paled in his duty, had he not 
reliſted, and exerted every means in his power to 
maintain his priority of claim, however conſcious he 
might be that in ſo doing he weakened the authority 
of the Nabob in the eyes of his aumils and ſubjects in 
This conduct of the Nabob forced the te- 


hauſted the revenues of the aſſigned lands, by giving 
new drafts, with new powers, on what was already 
pledged to its utmoſt extent, which may have been one 
ſource of the decline of the Nabob's country, ſince 
our connection with it; but more obvious ones may 
certainly be traced, in the great and conſtant drain of 
Tpecie from the Nabob's into the Company's provinces; 
in the ſupineneſs and ĩnactivity of his excellency's ad- 
miniſtration; and, laſtly, in the calamity of three ſuc- 
ceſſive years drought, which, if we may judge from 
the fatal experience of a ſingle year's failure of the 
Natural rains in our provinces, would have left 
them an entire waſte, without cultivation or -inha- 


Hbitants. The eſtimate of the revenues of Oude at 


the preſent Nabob's acceſſion to the government, as 
ven in this Charge, is fallacious ; for, from the = 
1777, when I re-appointed my own. agent to the Na- 
bob's Court, the revenue never amounted to any thing 
like the ſum ſtated, even if the revenues of Benares 
were included. Two millions ſterling would 8 
| x 


neral, 
| =>. into a competition with his authority, and ex- 
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been much nearer the reality. The revenue never was 
equal to the enormous burthen of the two Engliſh bri- 
gades, with the progreſſive liquidation of the accu- 
mulated heavy balance, and the ineffectual endeayour 


to realize ſuch claim, from the common reſources of 


the country, was ever a ſource of the greateſt embar- 
raſſment and diftreſs to the Nabob's affairs. The ha- 
lance on the annual tuncaws or aſſignments was always 


conſiderable, but never greater than it was at the time 


of Mr. Briſtow's firſt removal, and Mr. Middleton's 
appointment to the Court of Oude, (the beginning of 
1777) nor the confuſion in the country more ſerious or 
alarming, as may be proved by the public correſpon- 
dence of that period. But neither ſhall I, nor the 
reſident of my choice, be chargeable with any of the 
evils antecedent'to that time, as the whole powers of 
government were lodged in other hands. | 
The moſt rigorous means were adopted, and even 
threats of military execution reſorted to in the time of 


the late Reſident, Mr, Briſtow, in the year 1776, to 


exact the payment then made by the Begum ; nor woul 


any ſofter methods have availed, as ſhe declared“ ſhe 


« would ſooner throw her treaſure and jewels into the 
cc river, than advance the Nabob a ſingle rupee.” Her 
jewels, cloaths, and houſehold utenſils, were permitted 
to be taken in default of ready money payments, and 
converted to the Company's uſe by public auttion in 
Calcutta, without any diſapprobation having been ſig- 
nified by the - Council General, either of the principle 
on which the claim had been made on the Begum, or 
the mode of enforcing it. All delicacy was neceſſarily 
laid aſide; and it now became a queſtion, © whether 
the Nabob,” as Mr. Briſtow ftated, © ſhould ſeize his 
right, or ſuffer a lack of fouls to periſh, and the 
tc ſovereignty of theſe provinces to be transferred to 
& another family.” The Board, fo far from diſap- 
proving this dodtrine of Mr. Briſtow, that two of the 
Members, Colonel Monſon and Mr. Francis, record- 
ed 'their opinion, © that the Begum who ſucceeded to 
* the treaſures, ſhould pay © all the fums due to the 


Company; and Mr. Francis expreſſed his aſtonith; 
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ment, that the Begum, © in a country where women 
tc are not allowed a free agency in the moſt trifling 
« domeſtic concerns, ſhould, as the condition &* 
yielding up thoſe treaſures, claim an interference in 
the Nabob's government, and © preſume to talk of ap - 
« pointing Miniſters, and governing kingdoms.” The 
concluding words of Mr. Francis are very ftrong, 
« With reſpect to receiving her into the provinces, I 
« ſhall have no objeQion, provided ſhe can obtain the 
« Nabob's conſent; without that, ſhe can have no right, 
to remove the immenſe wealth ſhe poſſeſſes, or even 
ce her own perſon, out of his dominions.” Theſe were 
the opinions of two leading Members of the Council 
at that time, on the claim ſet up by the Nabob, and the 
independent rights of the Begum; and yet there was 
then no accuſation againſt her of notorious diſaffection 
and conſpiracy. *©* The treaſures ſhe poſſeſſed,” Mr. 
Briſtow ſaid, © were the - treaſures of the ſtate, as ſhe. 
« had not ſucceeded to them by any legal title; the 
Nabob was, therefore, ſtrictly juſtified in demanding, 
them; and if there was any thing in the whole pro- 
ceeding, which did not accord with the ſentiments of 
people in general, it was the part we officially took to 
prevent the Nabob's recovering the whole of his patri- 
monial eſtate from thoſe who fraudulently with-held it 
from him. He was charged with the whole of his fa- 
ther's debts ; his life was repeatedly endangered by the 
infurreQtions of his troops, who had been left many 
months in arrears; and he was moreover diveſted by. 
us of a valuable part of his dominions; and yet we 
prevented him from availing himſelf, as he had un- 
doubted right to do, of the means which were left him 
of ſatisfying thoſe debts; the whole of which had been 
incurred in the accumulation of the very wealth he 
was now contending for. th / IO Re th 
It is not-true, that the Begums were left in charge of 
the late Nabob's treaſures, or other valuable effeQs, 
for the purpoſes ſet forth in the Charge of maintaining 
his offspring and dependants; the old Begum, the 
mother of Shujah ul Dowlah, is entirely out of the 
queſtion, having had no preſents entruſted to her _ 
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HH. 
but ſhe became poſſeſſed of them in her capacity of 
truſtee and treaſurer of the deceaſed, who for ſome 
time before his death © depoſited the ſurplus of his re- 
- « venues with the Bow Begum, to provide againſt an 
« emergency.” Hence the whole of his property, of 
what ſort ſoever, was in her cuſtody at the time of bis 
death, but ſtill as a depoſit, though from the hands of 
his mother; for they were the rights of the ſtate which 
ſhe had in charge.— But I muſt repeat, that I diſap- 
prove, and ſtill condemn the interference of our Re- 
ſident; becauſe we had no concern in it, and our cre- 
dit ſuffered in the opinions of mankind, from the na- 
tural diſguſt which would be excited by a contention 
between a ſon and his mother, and by our appearance 
as incendiaries, inſtead of conciliators in it: but no 
man could ever aſſert or believe, that it was therefore 
her own. It was undoubtedly a conſtituent part of the 
hereditary eſtate, which devolved to the Nabob Aſſoph 
ul Dowlah on his father's demiſe, and as ſuch ought to 
have been wholly delivered up to him; but the Begum 
refuſed to give up any thing until coercive meaſures; 
were threatened, and then the conſented only to the 
payment of thirty out of one hundred and ft lacts, 
which Mr. Briſtow declared, that, on the moſt mode - 
rate computation, ſhe poſſeſſed; and making a merit 
of this condeſcenſion, ſhe was ſuffered to demand, and 
adtually to exact, from the Nabob, an increaſe of jag- 
heers fo ten times the amount of the income which had 
been ſettled upon the old Begum by her deceaſed ſon, 
Shujah ul Dowla, for the maintenance of herſelf and 
the numerous family and dependants of her late huſ- 
band, Sufdur Jung. The agreement thus entered into 
between the Nabob and his mother was ratified by Mr. 
Briſtow, without any authority; but © as the urgency 
« of the caſe rendered it neceſſary, the Board approv- 
*« ed the ratification.” The Board, I have faid, ap- 
of it, and I was a Member of the Board, but I 
was an inefficient Member of it; the whole of this 
tranſaQtion having paſſed under the order and guidance 
of the majority of the Board, which excluded me from 
any ſhare. in their acts, equally in ſuch as [ * 


a 
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and in ſuch as I diſapproved. It will appear from the G 
preceding reaſoning, that I approved of the Nabob's h 
aſſertion of his own right to re- claim the treaſures of p 
his inheritance. a et F 
It is not true that the women and children of the late ſi 
Nabob were left, or intended to be left, dependant on te 
the Bow Begum. They were ſeparately provided for, B 
and though, from the failure of the funds affigned for ſo 
their maintenance, they were too often ſubject to great tc 
inconvenience, they never experienced any acts of be- la 
nevolence from the Begum, beyond an occaſional dona- Bm 
tion of a few rupees to the children, when ſhe conde- 1 
ſcended, which was indeed very ſeldom, to permit them 25 
to wait upon her. Neither is it true, that the jagheers 8 
were left the Begum by the late Nabob. At the time de 
of his death the = which afterwards conſtituted 5 
the jagheer, were y the Begum on the footing of L 
Gai. under the name and ne of Jowar Ally | WI 
Cawn, with whom the accounts of the ſame were an- | 
mually adjuſted at the Khalſa. To the preſent Nabob, be 
therefore; ſhe was indebted for the principal part of her ve 
The 2 pe 3 ratified, it w_ le: 
appear, by the Council only becauſe © the urgency of we 
the caſe rendered it neceſſary; and, chough the be 
Begum, before fix months had elapſed, had, by Mr. fre 
Briftow's acknowledgment; * forfeited her claim to the fd 
« protection of the Company, by infringing the condi- thi 
_ « tions of the treaty to which they were guarantees, oro 
were moſt ſacredly adhered to by me, until the miſcon- re: 
dukt of the Begums and their dependants, on the octa- ed 
on of the infurreRtion at Benares, would have made it | 
an aft of the greateſt injuſtice in the Company to them 
ſelves ta continue their protection: The guarantee was 
then withdrawn, and the Nabob was permitted w renew on 
and proſecute his claim to his inheritance. Previous ed. 
to that period the Reſident, by my orders, on all occa- on 
ions employed the utmoſt influence of his ſtation, to we 
guard the Begums aſſumed privileges from invaſion, and the 
In various inſtances, as will appear from his public cor- ba 
reſpondence, did oppoſe, almoſt by violence, wr” pe! 
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ſigns of the Nabob, where they were hoſtile or offen- 
five to the Begum. He repeatedly went to Fyzabad, 
purpoſely to mediate between the Nabob and his mo- 
ther, and reconcile mutual animoſities; which, on one 
fide, were perpetually excited by the jealouſy and in- 
tereſted views of the two principal eunuchs, Jowar and 
Bahar Ally Cawn; and in every other inſtance what- 
ſoever, he invariably ſhewed that attention and reſpe&_ 
to the Begum, which was due to her from the near re- 
lation ſhe bore to our ally. This the Bow Begum her- 
| ſelf admitted, obſerving, in her letter to Mr. Briſtow. 
« That the Nabob, her ſon, had once before threatened 
« to ſeize her jagheer, but Mr. Middleton interfered, 
« and prevented it;“ and there is not the ſhadow of 
doubt, that, but for this interpoſition, his Excellency 
would long before not only have ſeized her jagheers, 

but have wreſted from her the treaſures ſhe unjultly 
withheld from him. „ 3 
The Nabob was permitted to reſume the jagheers, 
becauſe they were found highly prejudicial to the re- 
venue of the State; and he granted, to ſuch as were 
entitled to that indulgence, ſtipends in money equiva- 
lent to the net produce of their lands. The Begums 
were expreſsly provided for, and the payments were to 
be made them, not at the diſcretion of the Nabob, but 
from the Company's treaſury under charge of the Re- 
fident. Where then was the pretended injury, ſince 
the Begums were regularly to receive, according to their 
own flatement, to the utmoſt amount of what they ever 
realized from their jagheers? This propoſal was repeat- - 
edly made to them in writing, and fully explained to 
their agents, by the Nabob, his Miniſters, and the Reſi- 
dent, but was anſwered with the groſſeſt indecency and 


abuſe, and the moſt violent denunciation of vengeance _ - 


on the whole country, in caſe their jagheers-were touch- 
ed. With reſpe& to the other jagbeerdars, excepting 
only the Nabob Salar Jung, and a very few others, they 
were generally the meaneſt and moſt. contemptible of 
the Nabob's ſubjeRts, and in no ſhape deſerving of his 
bounty. They were, in ſhort, his Orderlies, and other 
perſons of that ſtamp, the companions of his OO 


lens 


hours. The perſonal influence of theſe men, which 


was very erful, was naturally exerted to defeat a 
deſign which fo materially affected their intereſts, and 
not without conſiderable efficacy, as appeared by the 
Nabob's ſubſequent conduct when the meaſure of re- 


ſumption came to be carried into execution. It was 


on their account only that any difficulties were ſtarted, 
and could theſe men have been exempted, his Excel- 
Jency would moſt certainly have made no heſitation 
about the reſt; but it would indeed have been a diſ- 


grace to the influence which we were ſuppoſed to have 


acquired in his government, to have ſuffered a partial 
diftinQion in favour of ſuch unworthy objeRs. = 
No injury was intended, or could poſſibly ariſe to 
the Begums, from the reſumption of the jagheers; they 
were found deſtructive of the Nabob's revenue, and 
dangerous to the very exiſtence of his government; 


they had been made the ſources to feed a rebellion. It 


was neceſſary therefore to reſume them; and the only 
change which the Begums ſituation could undergo from 
it, was the ſubſtitution of the Nabob's agency, with the 
pledged ſecurity of the Company's Reſident, in lieu of 


that of their Eunuchs Jowar and Bahar Ally Cawn. 


No ſtipulation was made in favour of any other jag- 
heerdars, becauſe the faith of the Company was not 
concerned in it. | | 5 8 

The two diſtin acts, of reſuming the jagheers, and 
ſeizing the treaſures, are confounded, and improperly 


made to originate from one and the ſame cauſe, viz. 


the deſection of the Begums in the inſurrection at Be- 
nares. At the time that the reſumption of the jagheers 
was reſolved on, the conduQ of the Begums, though 
—_ ed, was not ſufficiently aſcertained to 
| — of the Comp 
 conduQd, in openly and moſt violently oppoſing, by 
zrmed force, . 5 N. abob's orders for = . EDM % 
the jagheers, though they were not to be loſers by it; 
their exciting their agents and other Jagheerdars to 
nite in forcible reſiſtance; and, laſtly, the fubſequent 

: information 


riving them of jagheers held under the 
any, without an equivalent; and 
accordingly a full compenſation was ſtipulated. Their 


L 13 
information which was obtained of their zeal and ac 
tivity in ſupporting the rebellion of Rajah Cheit Sing, 
and ſpreading its conſequences through the Nabob's do- 
minions, for the declared purpoſe of our extirpation, 

were the et of withdrawing the Company's gua- 
rantee, and of the conſequent confiſcation of their'trea« 
fures.” Admitting the facts alledged in the Refident's' 
correſpondence, and confirmed by the ſolemm teſtimony 
of ſo many witneſſes, both native and European; and of 
the latter many (fortunately for my honour) are in Eng- 
land, who could be no ways intereſted in the iſſue, no 
man ſurely can diſpute the propriety of this meaſure, 
whether its juſtice or policy be made the criterior of 
Judging it; moſt aſſuredly, no unprejudiced man in the 
country, whether native or European, ever entertained 
a doubt of the Begums having been extremely attive in 
e the inſurrection at Benares, and in the Na- 
b's country: It remains, therefore, for juſtice” to de- 
cide, whether in ſo doing they did or did not forfeit 
their claim to the protection of the Company, by which 
2 had bitherto maintained whatever they poſ- 
I wt 79 obremtornt bas SR) 
| = the reſumption of the jagheers, he certainly had in 
iew only the Begums, and a few others of magnitude, 
which he conſidered protected, either by the guarantee 
or favour of the Company. He could not be ſuppoſed. 
to aſk my ſanction to the refuniption of grants, in which 
u faith was no ways concerned; but, be- 
ing aware that his Excellency intended a partial re- 
ſumption, reſerving the jagheers of his particular fa- 
vourites, who from their characters and condutt ought: 
to be the firſt proſcribed, I determined to defeat the 
delign, by advifing him to make the reſumption gene- 
ral; and he engaged to follow = advice. The con- 
ſequence of this his Excellency did not at the time ad- 
vert to, but when he diſcovered that, by the ſpirit of - 
the agreement, and my determined adherence to it, 
he was precluded” from ſhewing any partiality, ank 
1 that the produce of the jagheers, when re- 
ſumed, inſtead of coming immediately into his potleſs 
"SS? g a | Q . Lon, 


ys. 
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debt to che Company, for which I expreſsly Ripulates, 
be became indifferent, and even apparently averſe to 
the reſumption. He was alſo, as I have already re- 


alluded to, and ſor actual rebellion. The Nabob had 
Reſident, long before, he went to Fay of ſeizing 
not only for their ſhameful and inſidious conduct during 


every occaſion af embroiling 


122 J 
appropriated to the liquidation of his 


marked, V influenced by the inflammatory ſug-, 


bob it will not appeax extraordinary, that all theſe cauſes, 


combining and operating upon his mind, ſhould have 


dran him into inconſiſtencies of d. which to. 
others may ſeem irreconcileable.  _ 

I is not true, that Sir Elijah Impey was at Lucknow 
when I communicated my ſentiments, through him, to 


our Reſident, reſpeRing the Begum's treaſures. Sir. 


Elijah was with me at Chunar, and the . Reſident did 


a avail himſelf on this and other occaſions of that gentle- 


mans preſence and confidential intercourſe with me, 


to aſcertain my wiſhes on certain points, which the mul- 


tiplicity and importance of the buſineſs which I was 

ers engaged i in- 1 my n. ſo Wy 
TOTS s 

The Engliſh troops were not emplo ayes at Fa yzabad 

until the Nabob formally demanded their aid, in con- 

ſequence of hoſtile preparations to reſiſt his claim upon 


the Begum for his deceaſed father's treaſures, which he 


deemed his on force unable to repel. The eunuchs 


vere ſeized, not ſor the purpoſe of extorting money, 


as aſſumed in the Charge, but as the agents and prin- 
cipal inſtruments of exciting the . e before 


declared his firm intention, by letters to myſelf and the 


and feverely puniſhing. the two eunuchs of his mother, 


the troubles at Benares, but for. their long and unre- 
mitted treachery, pasticularly to himſelf, in ſeeking 


and openly iuſulting his e 3 condutt they had 


tp 


_ Ly "+ inva” 


geſtions ol incendiaries and. perſonal favourites about. 
him, who counteracted my deſigns in all my proceed- 
ings with his Excellency, by diſſuading him from a mea- 
ſurc by which:their: intereſts would be ſo much affected. 

To thoſe who are perſonally acquainted. with the Na- 
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invariably purſued from the death of the late Nabob 
his father. They have preſerved (ſays Mr. Briſtow, 
« in his letter of the 25th January, 1776) a total inde- 
« pendence of the Nabob's authority, beat the officers 
« of his government, and refuſed obedience to his 
ce perwannahs.” Their perſons were accordingly ſeiz- 
ed on the Nabob's arrival at Fayzabad, and fecured un- 
der a ſtrict guard of the Company's troops, the Nabob 
not thinking it prudent or ſafe to truſt them in the cuſ- 
tody of his own ſepoys, whilſt ſurrounded with ſuch 
large parties of their armed men aſſembled in the neigh- 
bourhood, who had declared themſelves equal to any 
conteſt with his Excellency's force, and determined on 
a deſperate reſiſtance, had the attack upon them at 
Fayzabad been made by his ſtrength alone. So cdnfi- 
dent indeed was the Begum in her own ſtrength, under 
her two commanders, Jowar and Bahar. Ally Cawn, 
that ſhe-did'on all occaſions profeſs to hold the troops 
of the ſtate in the utmoſt contempt, and oppoſed them 
without ceremony. Do not you,” ſays the to Mr: 
Briſtow, *“ take any part in the affair, and then let 
*« Aſoph ul Dowlah and Murteza Cawn (the Nabob 
* and his Miniſter) in whatever manner they are able, 
ce to take ſums of money ſrom me—they will then ſee 
» , Eo ADP 
Upon a review and due conſideration of the fitua- - 
tion of affairs at Fayzabad, it appearing that theſe two 
eunuchs were capable of affording the Nabob the moſt 
effectual aſſiſtance in the recovery of his claims on the 
Begum, and that in fact there was very little proba- 
bility of ſucceeding without their aid, it was deemed 
good policy to tempt them with aſſurances of a miti- 
gation of their puniſhment, in proportion as they 
might exert themſelves in the buſineſs. They, in 
conſequence, promiſed every aſſiſtance in their power, 
and charged themſelves with the whole claim, which, 
after a tedious negociation, was compromiſed at ſixty 
lacks. On the ſtrength of this engagement, the eu- 
nuchs were permitted (in cuſtody however of a ſuffi- 
cient guard) to return to their habitations in the town, 
for the declared purpoſe of acquitting themſelves of 
1 | | Q 2 | „„ their 


| „ 
their obligation, which they owned they could aceem- 
pliſh in three days; they, however, broke this en- 
. and were guilty of ſuch equivocation, falſe- 
ood, and evaſion, produced probably by their inter- 
courſe with the Begums, as rendered it neceſſary, in 
the judgment of the Nabob and his miniſters, to ro- 
| eur to rigorous treatment as the only means of bring- 
ing them to an immediate adjuſtment, which it was 
well known, from their ſituation with the Begums, 
was within their reach, The conditional obligation 
of their compromiſe with the Vizier was, that they 
ſhould procure the immediate payment of his claim 
upon the Begums, and in return they were promiſed. 
lenity : They wilfully broke the terms of the agree- 
ment, and it-was therefore - juſtifiable to replace them 
in the ſituation in which they would have ſtood, had 
no ſuch compromiſe taken place; and they had added 
to their other offences the recent violation of a ſolemn 
written obligation; but upon their again giving the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of ſatisfying the Nabob's claim, 
a new agreement, under the ſanction of the Begum, 
was entered into, in which they were allowed one 
5 month (conſiderable more than they had even aſked) 
to pay up the balance, and they were in conſequence 
freed from their reſtraints, the Nabob returning to 
his capital, leaving an agent of his own with a proper 
guard to conclude the buſineſs. It very ſoon, how- 
ever, appeared, that this agreement was. meant only 
to amuſe and carry the Nabob from Fayzabad, for at 
the expiration of the limited time very little had been 
paid, and only idle, fallacious, and inſulting pretexts, 
with renewed promiſes, offered in ' excuſe for the fai- 
lure. Could then the Nabob, who knew that theſe 
men had the means of ſatisfying his demand in one. 
hour, be blamed for again directing recourſe to ſe- 
| verities, as the Jaſt and only reſort ?. There could be. 
=” no doubt of the ability of the parties to comply with 
=” the demand; for, notwithſtanding the pretences which 
=: were uſcd after the delivery of the ſum obviouſly de- 
poſited with Bahar Ally Cawn for the purpoſe of con- 
cealing the ſecret hoard in the Begum's own + 9 
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and the expedient of delivering jewels and eff 

8 of her having yielded up all, — 
is every reaſon to ſuppoſe, from the beſt informations 
that could be obtained from the miniſters, and others 
converſant in the late Nabob's affairs, confirmed by 


the teſtimony of Mr. Briſtow, who ſays; © it is gene- 


m has four crores in her poſ- 


« rally believed the Be 


< ſeſſion; but I fancy I may venture to ſay, ſhe has 


ce one crore and ſeventy lacks,” that the claim now made 


upon her did not amount to one-third of the actual 


wealth in her poſſeſſion... The circumſtance of her 


yielding up jewels, plate, &c. declaring herſelf poſ= - 
lelſed of no other means of fatiafying the demands, 


will not appear deſerving of attention, when it is re- 
membered that the ſame pitiful expedients, and the 
ſame ſtories of poverty and wretchedneſs, were prac- 
tiſed on a former and ſimilar occaſion. The Nabob's 
right was uncontrovertible, and the exigency of his 
affairs, with his own and the Company's troops, who 


were dependant on his reſources, almoſt in a ſtate of 


general mutiny for their pay (our troops ſix months in 
arrear) ſtrongly compelling him to aſſert it (ſetting 
aſide the treachery of the Begums and their agents, 
and the political danger of leaving them with ſuch 
powerful means of extending their pernicious. influ- 


ence) it muſt reſt with this honourable Houſe. to de- 


cide the queſtion, whether it Was allowable, when. 
e the Nabob-was reduced to ſuch diſtrefs, that his 


c mother ſhould uſeleſsly keep up immenſe treaſures,” 
declared to be the treaſures of the ſtate ; or how far he 


was warranted in directing the courſe he did, no other 

being practicable, to obtain his lawful demands. 
In reſpect to the eunuchs, it may ſuffice further to 

ſay, that to thoſe who were acquainted with their con- 


duct during the rebellion of Benares, and ſubſequently. 


on the occaſion of reſuming the jagheers, when they 
marched their troops in every direction, for the avow - 
ed purpoſe of reſiſting the Nabob's orders, and in the 
moſt unreſerved manner encouraged others to follow: 
their example, the treatment they met with cannot 
appear harſh or undeſervedly ſevere; an the contrary. 
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peneral opinion a. mr merited even death, 
'F  _ death probably would have been the immediate 
ion, at leaſt of Bahar Ally Cawn; had the Nabob 
left uninfluenced to the | roms penal of his own 
. reſentment. + 
— I have conducted the narration of the preceding de- 
tail to its cloſe without chuſing to interrupt it, or diſ- 
turb the attention of my honourable hearers by the 
3 obſervation, which I now think it neceſ- 
fary to make upon it; becauſe I hold the whole ſeries 
of the acts thus connected ſtrictly reconcileable to juſ- 
tice, honour, and good policy, whoever were the par- 
ties concerned in them : But I muſt at the ſame time 
| affirm, that theſe acts, whether right or wrong, are 
not mine, though originating from me, in my conſent 
| yielded to the Nabob at his ſpecial” inſtance, that he 


and from my ſubſequent claim, which I avow to have 
been moſt peremptory, that my conſent to a meaſure 


perverted to an inſtrument of private compromiſe, or 
the confiſtency of my character forfeited by its being 


it, and 10 le little on myſelf, that I was ignorant of the 


Lequally concerned and unanimous. 
n the letters of Colonel Hannay ond Conienia 
Gordon, quoted by the Bow Begum in proof of her 


- Innocence of the conduct impured to her and her ſer- 


_ vants, it is only neceſſary to obſerve, that they were 
written at a time, and under the impreſſion of the Be- 


. gow having it very much in their power to contribute - 


to the fafety,-or poſſibly to the deſtruction, of Co- 

— Hannay's detachment, then in a very precarious 
ſituation in the neighbourhood of Fayzabad, and at a 
cue too when our affairs at Benares were * bn 


mould reclaim the treaſures kept back from him by 
| his mother, and the jagheers from all the Jagheerdars, 


Hable to fuch a variety of conſtructions ſhould not be 


| withdrawn after ſuch rigorous and public denuncia- 
tions of it. My laſt orders, therefore, for its execu- 
tion, & all that I am anſwerable for. The reſt de- 
_ | pended, upon the inſtruments which were employed in 


| whole mode of its execution, till it was done; and ſo 
far as I am concerned in it, the whole board were 


L 4 n 
thoſe officers to wear an unfavourable aſpect. The 
Colonel's firſt object was to procure ſafety for the per- 
ſon of Captain Gordon, who was at the mercy of the 
Begums and their eunuchs; and for this purpoſe he 
thought no means ſo likely to ſucceed, as declaring 
an implicit reliance on their friendſhip and good faith, 
and affecting to conſider himſelf under obligations to 
them. Captain Gordon, however, moſt probably 
owed his falvation to another influence: Soon after 


he fell into their hands, by the treacherous conduct 


of Bahar Ally Cawn's naib and adopted ſon, Tanda, 
the news of ſome ſucceſsful operations of our troops 


at E Te hed the Begums, and as affairs began 


to prom edy and deciſive iſſue in our favour, 


it is not ſurprizing that the Begums and their agents 
ſhould endeavour by acts of kindneſs to efface the. 


impreſſion which they muſt have been ſenſible their 
conduct had made to their diſcredit. This was the 
explanation given by Colonel Hannay to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, of the motives of his conduct to the Begums 


at that period; and the letters alluded to cannot poſ- 


ſibly bear any other conſtruction, without an: ĩmputa- 


tion on the veracity and moral character of the late 


Colonel Hannay, which his reputation and general 
conduct in life will not warrant. 

The teſtimony of Colonel Hannay cannot now be 
had, but his explanation to Mr. Middleton of the mo- 


tives of his conduct to the Begums and their agents, 
at that critical coun of his own and the nati- 


onal affairs, that Gentleman will be ready at any time 


to certify on oath ; and the evidence of Bt og Gor- 


. . s es a x 
don may poſſibly throw further light upon the ſuhject. 
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The Nath leer 
was a weak, incapable man, and had the misfortune 
Seberauy to be under the goidapce of Counſellors 
nearly us incapable as himſelf, and wholly deſtitute of 
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bad, it was extremely difficult, and perhaps utterly 
npoſible, to form any regular permanent ſyſtem. 
abob Mozuffer Jung, as deſcribed by every one, 


integrity. Upon Mr. Briſtow's firſt appointment to 
che Court of Oude, when I was a mere cypher in the 
government, he inveſted Mirza Abdoola Beg with a 


_ controlling authority over the affairs of the Nabvb of 


Furruckabad, which he exerciſed in the name of the 


Nabob Vizier, but in effect under the exclufive direc- 
tions of Mr. Briſtow himſelf. The Nabob Mozuffer 


Jung gfievoully complained of the oppreſſion of Ab- 


doola Beg, I am free to confeſs, that we interfered 


very improperly in the affairs of Furruckabad, and 
that in fact the appointment might with more pro- 
priety be called the appointment of Meſſrs. Francis 


and Wheler than my own. The peculiar circumſtances 
. of Mr. Shee's ſituation, which I forbear to detail to 
this Honourable Houſe, rendered it neceſſary, if poſe 
fible, io procure him an appointment out of Calcutta ; 

and the Board ſent him, with my conſent, to Fur- 


ruckabad 
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ruckabad.. This, however, was an expedient of ng 
avail, for equally loud were the complaints of Mo- 
zuffer Jung againſt the Company's agent; and not- 
withſtanding the ſuppoſed improbability of his ſoli- 
citing redreſs from the Vizier, who was conſidered as 
the ſource of all his grievances, he actually did ſup- 
plicate him to procure the recall of Mr. Shee, de- 
claring the utmoſt readineſs to receive any native agent 
his-Excellency might depute. . Mr. Shee was recalled 
at the requiſition of the Vizier, who was left to adjuſt 
his claims with Mozuffer Jung in the beſt manner he 
could: but it did very early appear to my judgment, 
that Mr. Shee's removal had given place to the exerciſe 
of a ftill worſe tyranny ; and Mozuffer Jung having 
made heavy complaints againſt the Vizier's agent, 
which he accompanied with an offer of ſatisfying all 
the demands of the Vizier, if the uncontrolled ma- 
nagement of his affairs was reſtored to him, again · 
exerted my influence againſt a very ſtrong oppoſition, 
and procured, with great difficulty, the recall of the 
Vizier's agent, leaving to Mozuffer Jung, as he had 
deſired, the entire management of his own affairs, 
But inftead of the meaſure being productive of the 
good conſequences which I haped, viz. relieving Mo- 
« zuffer Jung from rwe ſecuring the payment 
of the Nabob's debt, it did if an extraordinary degree 
tend to encreaſe . embarraſſments; for, 
from the knavery of his ſervants, he was deprived of 
the ſcanty means of ſubſiſtence which had before been 


allotted him, and during the whole year not one rupee . 


of his debt to the Vizier had been paid. | | 
Under theſe circumſtances, it would have been an 
af of injuſtice to the Nabob, without any benefit to 
Mozuffer Jung, to continue our interference. 
The former orders to the reſident at Lucknow were 
therefore annulled; and inftead of preventing the 
Vizier from recovering his claims on Mozuffer . 
which had been the effect of our mediation, he was 
directed to aſſiſt his Excellency with every means in 
his power to effect it. Mr. Willes was afterwards ap- 
„ 5 . 
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ng, 


* 
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pointed the reſident at Furruckabad, © from a ſenſe 
dc of ſubmiſſion to the implied orders of the Di- 
e rectors; and fince my departure from Bengal, the 
Council have thought proper to inveſt Mr. Willes 
with powers, which I conceived we were not compe- 
tent to give him conſiſtently with our engagements 
with the Nabob Vizier. I am not reſponſible in the 
-flighteſt degree for the good or bad government of 
Furruckabad ; and I. might, with equal propriety, be 
arraigned for the calamities which the late war has en- 
tailed upon Great Britain, as for the misfortunes of 
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0 F this Charge I. * no more, than — L per- 
mitted, rather than ordered, a party of the Com- 
pany's forces, under the preſcribed, but general deſti- 
nation, to purſue the chief of a herd of handitti, which 
infeſted the dominions of the Nabob of Oude, our 
ally, to death, the puniſhment which he merited. 
For the particulars of this tranſaction, as of the prin- 
cipal part of thoſe which relate to the former Charge, 
I am alſo indebted to Mr, Middleton. 

Bulbudder was formerly a Zemindar, or Landholder, 
under the Suba of Oude, but was deprived of his Ze- 
mindarry, and expelled the country, many years ago, 
by the late Nabob, or his predeceſſor Sufdur Jung (for 
the period 1s too far back to trace it with any certainty) 
for miſconduct. He took up his reſidence in the Ma- 

ratta or Bundelcund territory, acroſs the river Jumna, 
and built or purchaſed a ſtrong fort, to keep his family 
and effects in it. For many. years afterwards he con- 0 
ſtantl made incurſions, with a numerous banditti, into £1 
the Vizier's country, , when the crops. were ready to / 
gw! in, and levied very heavy contributions on the | 

armers, which they were obliged to comply with, to 

fave their harveſt from deſtruction. He was repeat- | 
edly proceeded againſt by the late Nabob; but his | = 
motions were too ſudden and rapid to be counteracted „5 8 
by force, and he had generally accompliſhed his object, | 
and returned to his Shes hold with his booty, before N 
a detachment could be brought to act againſt him, and 7 
not unfrequently even before any intelligence of his i 
invaſion had reached the court. IF the diſtrict of 

4 | s | 


\ 
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Sahlone, which lay contiguous to his retreat, and con- 
ſequently moſt ſubject to his depredations, being given 
in farm to the Bow Begum (for in the tinie of Shuja ul 
Dowla ſhe had it on no other footing} ſhe found it ex- 

ient, as ſhe could not always command. a force to 
be ſent to oppoſe him, to bribe the traitor not to moleſt 
her dependencies. He, however, notwithſtanding this 
compromiſe, did continue occaſionally to levy exac- 
tions on her aumils, pretenditig that they were the un- 
authorized acts of his adherents ; and the other neigh- 
bouring countries he plundered without mercy. The 
ſuppoſed impoſlibility of putting an effectual ſtop to 
his depredations, and the great injury the country ſuſ- 
tained by them, did induce the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah 
to propoſe a compromiſe, which, though eſtabliſhing a 
moſt bit recedent, ſeemed the only means at 
preſent o n the evil. The rebel demanded 
10,000 rupees per annum to ſpare only the diſtrict of 
Sahlone, with a reſervation of a right of plundering 
and laying waſte the reſt of the Vizier's provinces at 
r TY TE RESIST 
In conſequence of this inſolent demand, the nego- 
ciation, which was carried on through Major Gilpin, 
broke off; the detachment was reinforced (for the Re- 
bel had now 10,000 men in arms); and, by a fortuitous 
- concurrence of circumſtances, this notorious villain, a 
robber and difturber of the public tranquility, was pur- 
ſued to his deſtruction. The letters of Major Gilpin 
on this ſubje& are forthcoming, if neceſſary; and ; 
Gentleman is himſelf on the ſpot to give any further 
teſtimony that may be required,”  ' 


* 


Piccaailh, Saturday, May, 6, 1786. 
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WARREN HASTINGS, Esq. 
(Late Ch GENERAL of BEenGaL,) = 


AT THE BAR OF THE 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 


Upon the Matter of the ſeveral Charges of High 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors, preſented againſt him in 


the Year 1786. 
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Anſwer to the Seventh, Tenth, Eleventh; 
| and Twelfth Charges. 120 
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| CONTRACTS, any INCREASE 
or ESTABLISHMENTS.  * 


| the 7th, 1oth, 11th, and 12th Charges, I am 
accuſed of making improvident contracts, and for 
a waſte of the public money, by granting exceſſive 
allowances in the civil branch of the ſervice : Theſe 
Charges I ſhall anſwer as fully and diſtinctly as the 
materials which I poſſeſs, and the time allowed to me, 
wil permit. 7 57 . 
In the 7th Charge it is aſſerted, that ** it was the 
« fundamental rule of the Company'sſervice in Bengal, 
« that all contracts ſhould be publicly advertiſed, that 
ce they ſhould be granted to the loweſt bidder, and 

te that in particular the contract for proviſions, and 
e for draught. and carriage bullocks, ſhould: be an- 
„ nual.” I am charged with acting in direct diſobe- 
dience to theſe orders; firſt, for not advertiſing for 

. propoſals; and ſecondly, for prolonging the periods 
5 which J granted the bullock contract beyond one 
year, and that I further a&ed againſt the orders of my 
ſuperiors, - who had not left me in this caſe an option, 
by declaring that I diſapproved of publiſhing for pro- 
e. and that the contract for draught bulſocks had 


en reduced too low already. To the latter part of 


8 2 this 


'S [1946] 
this Charge I reply, that, according to my conſtruction 


of the Company's orders, they never were or can be | 


meant, in any inſtance, to leave their adminiſtration 
in India without an option. At ſuch a diſtance from 
the Parent State, the-government upon. the ſpot muſt 
be veſted with a diſcretionary power ; but where poli- 
tive orders are ſent, where thoſe orders are diſobeyed, 
and the reafons aſſigned for ſuch diſobedience are not 


ſatis factory, cenſure or puniſhment invariably ought 


to follow. In my opinion, the very exiſtence of the 
empire in Bengal m__—_ upon our army being in a 
fituation to move, if required, at the ſhorteſt notice, 
and the movement of our muſt always depend 
upon the ſtate of our draught and carriage bullocks. 
In the year 1777, when the Board gave the bullock 
contract to Mr. E. Johnſon, it is a fact of public no- 
toriety, that by having made that contract annual, 
and by granting it to the loweſt bidder, it was taken 
lower, by 50 per cent. than it was poſſible for any man 
to keep the bullocks fit for ſervice, provided the con- 
tract had been fully executed, and the number con- 
tracted for kept up. I appeal to the records of thoſe 
days to prove the complaints of the Commandin 
Officers of the weak ſtate of their carriage cattle; I 
al to 'our Revenue Conſukations to certify the 
amount of the deductions that were made from the 
revenues for bullocks violently ſeized, whenever any 
detachment of our army marched through any part of 
Bengal or Bahar. To remedy theſe inconveniences, 
and to fix the contract upon ſuch fair and equitable 


terms as ſhould inſure a ſtrict performance of the 


public ſervice, and afford to the contractor the proſpect 
of a reaſonable profit for his trouble and riſk, I joined 
in giving the bullock contract to Mr. Johnſon, in 
1777, and the contract for elephants to Mr. Templar, 
in the year 1779. I heartily concurred with Sir Eyre 
Coote in granting the proviſien and bullock contract 
ta Mr. R. Johnſon for five years, thereby performing, 

in my humble opinion, a moſt efſential and important 
ſervice to the Eaſt 2 Company, my r — 
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ployers. From 1979 to 1783 we were in a ſtate of 


war with European and country powers; we had two 
conſiderable detachments of our army upon forei: 

ſervice, the one upon the Coaſt of Coromandel, t 

other in Guzzerat, and our army in Bengal was fit 
for. immediate ſervice: I can therefore confidently 
aſſert, that in every point of view the bullock contract 
was highly advantageous to the Company; and fo 
fully am I impreſſed with the neceſſity of granting the 
contract, or the agency, for the ſupply of draught and 
carriage bullocks, upon fair and liberal terms at all 
times, that I took the liberty to give theſe ſentiments 
to the Court of Directors ſinee my return to England, 
when they did me the honour to aſk my opinion of 
certain military arrangements which they had at that 
time under conſideration : and it will not be deemed 
irregular or indecent in me, I truſt, to quote to this 
Honourable Houſe the opinion of a Gentleman (Sir 
George Wombwell) on the ſubject of contracts, who, 
at the time he gave it, was a Member of this Houſe, 
and Chairman of the Eaſt-India Company. Sir Geotge 


ſaid, That he believed putting up contracts to pub- 


« lic fale would be prejudieial to the public ſervice. 
« Men,” he ſaid, © inadequate to the performance of 
« the contracts, would always bid lower than men of 
« ability and reputation; and they would do much 
cc more injury by ſerving the public badly, than the 
ce difference of expence: he had feen inftances of 
“ jt in the contracts of the Eaſt India Company, 
et and thoſe of a fatal nature. I quote theſe ſenti- 


tion of my own opinion; and I affirm, that if ean- 
tracts had been given away in Bengal for ſhort periods, 
and to the W bidder, more particularly army con- 
tracts, they would have fallen invariably into the hands 
of irreſponſible men, and we might have had a very 
different termination of the late arduous ſtruggle in 
India. We advertiſed, in the year 1777, for propoſals 
for keeping in repair the cantonments of — 
* | | an 


ments, delivered in this Houſe by Sir George Womb- 
well on the th of May, 1778, as a ſtrong confirma- 
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and Dinapore by contract; an enſign in the ſervice, 
a Mr. Foſter, gave in the loweſt propoſals; but the 
board were ſenſible of the impoſſibility of performing 
the ſervice for the ſum for which he was ready to un- 
dertake it, and we agreed to nominate Mr. Vanduhag- 
den to perform the duty by agency; yet this was a 
direct breach of the Company's orders, and by the rea- 
ſoning in the charge, we were left in this caſe with- 
« out an option.” I ſhall conclude my obſervations 
upon the contract for draught and carriage bullocks 
with the following quotation from the letter of the 
Court of Directors to Bengal, of the 11th April 1781. 

. «General Coote remarks, that being in a ſtate of 
« actual war, it was unneceffary to ſer forth the indiſ- 
« penſable neceſſity of having the draught and carriage 


eic bullocks put in the beſt train poſſible, becauſe the 


« ſucceſs of every operation of war depends ſo very 
1 particularly on the bad or good condition of the ar- 


d tillery train; and in this opinion we concur with the 


« General. | 
Upon the moſt impartial conſideration of all the 
ce materials before us, we candidly allow your ſyſtem 


© « forthe proviſion of cattle for the ſervice of the trains to 


ec have been excellent, provided you had advertiſed for 
ce propoſals, and thereby aſcertained the loweſt terms 


ec procurable, with good ſecurity for performance of the 


cc contract; but the offer, without advertiſing for pro- 
< poſals, appears to us very improper. 

| K We — nevertheleſs of b that provided the 
cc terms were reaſonable, it might not, for the moſt 
c obyious reaſons, be for the good of the ſervice in 
ce time of war, to renew the bullock contract every 
* year.” ” | Fe Fel 
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MARINE CONTRACT. 


VU pon the fulleſt conſideration, the Board determined, 
in 1777, to give the Maſter Attendant, and his De- 
puty, the contracts for furniſhing pilot ſloops for the 
Ganges, upon the ſame terms that 1t had been held by 
Mr. Keble.—The contract was renewed for two years, 
in 1779, and was faithfully, honeſtly, and œconomicall 
performed: of theſe facts the fulleſt proofs were rank. 
mitted to England. I humbly conceive that the Court 
of Directors have, upon fuller information, and on more 
mature conſideration, approved of theſe contracts; and 
alſo of the contract concluded with Captain Forde for 
the defence of the Chittagong River againſt the incur- 
ſions of the Muggs; becauſe, as it is truly aſſerted in 
the Charge, the Directors have not taken any mea- 
te ſures againſt me for my ſhare in concluding them.“ 


Ma. BELLI's CONTRACT. 


The next Charge is, for giving the Agency for ſup- 
plying the garriſon of Fort William with proviſions 
to my private ſecretary, Mr. John Belli My rea- 
ſons are entered at large upon record, and to theſe [ 
ſhall refer in the courſe of this proceeding; but for the 
preſent I affirm, that by an authentic account, enter- 
ed upon our conſultations, the actual profit of Mr. 
Belli's agency, for three years, are proved to be one 
lack, and two thouſand rupees, or 10,0001. ſterling— 
inſtead of 15,9701: per annum, as it is erroneouſly aſ- 
ſerted in the Chats to have been.— This agency was 


afterwards converted into a contract for five years: I 
deemed it of infinite conſequence to beſtow it on a 
man, in whoſe integrity and honour I could place the 
firmeſt reliance ; ad the Court of Directors have never 
expreſſed the ſmalleſt diſapprobation of Mr. Belli's 
Fontract, When I propoſed originally to grant gy 3 
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Belli the agency for ſupplying Fort William with pro- 
viſions, General Clavering calculated the profits of 
this agency to be 10, oool. a year: Upon that occa- 
ſion I aſſured the Court of Directors, that if they were 
r to require it, the profits ariſing from the agency 
Id be paid into the Company's Treaſury. The 
Court of Directors, adopting the General's calculation as 
to the profits, ſtated them az 30,0001. and ordered 
that one third of the amount of them, or 10,0001. 
ſhould be paid by me into the Company's Treaſury, 


when in fact the profits of the three years did not a- 


mount to more than 10, oool. U receiving this 
explanation, the Directors were fully ſatisted.—! hope 
and truſt, that this Honourable Houſe will not adopt 
the ſentiments of my accuſer; I ſhall content myſelf 
with denying, in the moſt public manner, that I had 
any connection, directly or indirectly, with Mr. Belli, 
in his agency or his contract, or with any other per- 


ſon holding either agency or contract during my go- 


vernment. I never expected fo baſe and unworthy an 
inſinuation from any quarter, and this is the only re- 
ply I ſhall ever make to it. 7 


ALLOWANCES TO SIR JOHN DAT. 


Upon the repreſentation of Sir John Day (a Gentle- 
man intimately connected with my political opponents) 
to the Governor General and Council, in the year 
1779, of the impoſſibility of bis living in Calcutta 
upon his ſalary, the Board, ſenſible of the juſtice of 
the repreſentation, agreed to add 2,500 rupees a month 


to it, for office charges, houſe-rent, &c. but the Court 


of Directors were pleaſed to order this ſalary to be diſ- 
continued, and their orders were obeyed. At a ſub- 
ſequent period, the Board, upon a repreſentation from 
Sir John Day of the peculiar hardſhip of his ſituation, 
did agree to reſtore this allowance to him of 2, 500 
Fupecs a month, taking an obligation from him for the 

FFV tepay⸗ 
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repayment of it, if the Court of Directors, on a ſecond 
repreſentation, ſhould diſapprove. of its being conti- 


nued to him. 


- SIR EYRE COOTE's ALLOWANCES. 


I am next charged with having formed an eſtabliſh- 
ment for Sir Eyre Coote, and for having continued it, 
after orders were received from the Court of Directors 
to diſcontinue it. In reply to this Charge, I ſhall 
merely ſtate the facts; if they will not exculpate me, I 
ſhall ſubmit with willingneſs to any cenſure or puniſh- 


ment that this Honourable Houſe may think proper 


to inflict... 


x 


When Sir Eyre Coote arrived in Calcutta, in April 


1779, he propoſed viſiting the different ſtations of the 
army, and he moved at the Board that a field eftabliſh- 
ment ſhould be formed for him. The allowances of 
General Stibbert, the Provincial Commander in Chief, 
as authorized by the Court of Directors, were very 
conſiderable; his table allowance alone was above 
70001. a year; and Sir Eyre Coote's allowances of 
every kind, as ordered bythe Court of Directors, 60001. 
a year. An eſtabliſhment was formed for Sir Eyre 


Coote for boats, budgerows, table-expences, cam 


equipage, &c. when in the field, calculated, as I firmly 
believe, ſo as not to exceed the additional expences - 
which he incurred by» his abſence from Calcutta; for 
it was then only that he was to draw theſe additional 
allowances. On his croſſing the Carumnaſſa, the al- 
lowances were paid by the Nabob Vizier. In the 
Month of September 1780, he returned to Calcutta, 


and embarked for Madras with a powerful reinforces 


ment, and a large ſupply of treaſure, during the height 
of the monſoon, on a moſt important and hazardous 


| ſervice. In the month of April 1781, the order of the 


Court of Directors arrived, diſapproving of the allow- 

ances which we had granted to Sir Eyre Coote, and 

poſitively ordering them to be ſtruck off; and they 

rere immediately hs. bot By what W | 
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Sir Eyre Coote continued to receive this allowance 


from the Nabob Vizier I know not, but I have a faint 
recolle&ion of Mr. Croftes having mentioned the cir- 
cumſtance to me a ſhort time before Sir Eyre was re- 
turning to Madras, in the month of January 1783, and 
J have no doubt of his having received my authority to 
write to Mr. Briſtow.—Sir Eyre Coote was then on the 
point of returning to Madras, with a conſtitution worn 
out in the public ſervice by exertions almoſt beyond 
belief. His life was of the utmoſt importance; I had 
not a doubt of his ſucceſs againſt Mr. Buſſy, could he 
have arrived in tolerable health upon the coaſt.— This 


was not a time for me to diſpute any point that could 


add to his chagrin.—His expences were conſiderable 
He had three ſeparate eſtabliſhments ; one at Calcutta, 
one at Madras, and the third in the field. The allow- 
ance, as I underſtood, was voluntarily paid by the Vizier. 
I could have had no private intereſt of my own to gra- 


tify at any period of our connection, more eſpecially at 


a moment when the whole world knew that Sir Eyre 
Coote could not live ſix months, having, when he re- 
turned to Madras, as he truly ſaid, © one foot in the 
ec grave, and the other at the edge of it.” This Ho- 
nourable Houſe is now in poſſeſſion of the tranſaction, 
and of my motives for the ſhare which I had in it. 


CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS. 


I am next charged with an immoderate increaſe of 
the Civil Eſtabliſhment in Bengal. My accuſer ſays, 
that in 1776, before the death of Colonel Monſon, 
the whole civil expences did not exceed 205, 339 l. per 
annum; and that in the latter period of my govern- 
ment, in 1783, they had increaſed to 927, 945 l. per 
annum. This aſſertion of my accuſer is evidently un- 
fair and fallacious. The actual increaſe of civil charges 
in 1783, beyond 1776, is 65,2261. ſterling, which was 
occaſioned by an increaſe of civil ſervants in Bengal, 
by the addition of ſome new offices, and by the in- 
Freaſed ſalaries to other offices of 2 
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Thoſe which my accuſer calls civil,“ in 1783, are 
as follows: WY e 5 
General Department — 338,657 
Revenue Department — 411,397 
Commercial Department — 41,019 
Supreme Court of Judicature — 58,042 


Surgeons and Aſſiſtants — 78,830 
| L. 927,945 


The firſt head includes various charges, which are 
ſtrictly military; the ſecond head includes all the ex- 
pences of my plan of 1780, for the management of 
the revenue ariſing from ſalt; by which, after paying 
the expence of . 72, 80), the charge of the Salt Office, 
there remains to the Company a nett revenue of 
L. 603, 76: and in the year 1775-6, the Company 
ſuſtained a loſs of . 1, 473 under the head of ſalt, as 
appears by a paper printed by order of this Honourable 
Houſe, which contains an account of the annual pro- 
fits and loſs ariſing from ſalt, from 1765-6 to 1783-4: 
yet the expence of this office is one of my accuſer's 
charges III The ſecond head includes alſo the expence 
of my plan of 178 1, for the management of the reve- 
nues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and for the admi- 

niſtration of juſtice; a plan that has been fully ap- 
proved of by my conſtituents, and, if I am rightly 
informed, it has been mentioned at the bar of both 

Houſes of Parliament in terms of warm approbation, 

by the learned Counſel who were employed by the 
Eaſt-India Company to defend their rights and privi- 

leges, in November and December 1783. With 
reſpett to the allowances granted to the members of 
the Revenue Committee, and of the Salt Office, they 
are undoubtedly large; I recorded my reaſons for pro- 
poling, ſuch ample allowances, and I humbly. preſume 
that the complete ſucceſs of my plans is a juſtification 
for. my conduct in propoſing them. Mr. David An- 
derſon, the Preſident of the Revenue Committee, a 
gentleman whoſe talents and integrity arg univerſally 
ea T 2 a ccknow⸗ 
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acknowledged, was ſelected by me to perform a tem- 


ſervice of the utmoſt importance, attended with 


very heavy perſonal expences; I mean to negociate 


and conclude the Maratta peace, for which he has re- 


- ceived the thanks and approbation of the Company. 
The ſecond member, Mr. John Shore, returned 
with me to England: he is a gentleman of very great 

abilities, and of unimpeached integrity. The Court 
of Directors have ſince appointed him to fill the office 
of a member of the Supreme Council at Bengal. The 
other gentlemen who compoſed this Board were men 
of knowledge and integrity, and ſelected as peculiarly 

for the offices to which I recommended them. 
I confidently aſſert, that, under the management of 
the Committee of Revenue, the 1 OP 
country has been greatly improved, ryots have 
eee s doko — have been _ prac 
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oth THE SURGEON GENERAL'S 
tht Lok Lotion e 


In this Charge my accuſer ſtares, that I: gave * 
Surgeon General a — for ſupplying the hoſpitals 
ſor three years, in diſobedience to the orders of the 
Directors. In reply to this I affirm, that we received 
complaints of the improper. mode of tranſ- 
acting this buſineſs. Upon full and mature conſide- 
ja ry I recommended — plan in 1777; the Board 
could not determine riety or impropri 
of contingent bills br r Mr. — 
bell, our 3 General, was a Gentleman of 'ac> 
knowledged probity and honour, and of exemplary 


benevolence. xo next in rank, Mr. Williams, who 


Vas joined with him in the contract, has been above 
twenty years the Surgeon Major of the army; an un- 
doubted prgof that the advantages in this branch of 
the ſervice are v e It had been a con- 
ſtant — the commanding officers of the 


corps compoling th army, that in che molume nts of 


—— 
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the Surgeons, ariſing from the number of ſick in their 
hoſpitals, a reform was neceſſary: theſe emoluments 
were fixed by Lord Clive in 1765. I confeſs myſelf 
utterly unable to form any plan by which the office of 
Surgeon' and Contractor could be ſeparated, without 
great injury to the ſervice, or without adding an addi- 
tional expence to the Company, or depriving the head 
Surgeons of every means of ſubſiſtence. I am pre- 
cluded, by my reſpect for this Honourable Houſe, 
from going into further detail upon fuch a ſubject. 


ith. Mz. FRASER's CONTRACT. 


My accuſer in this charge aſſerts, that I gave a con- 
tract for repairing the pools or banks of the rivers in 


Burdwan upon improvident terms. I affirm, that the 


contract was concluded upon fair and reaſonable terms, 
and that the Court of Directors have never ſtated the 
ſmalleſt objection to it ; that it was faithfully and ho- 
neſtly performed by the perſon who held it. A neglect 
of my earneſt recommendations, as to another contract 
of a ſimilar nature, has been attended, ſince I quitted 
India, with the moſt fatal conſequences. I repeatedly 
and ftrongly urged to the Council, the neceſſity of 
effecting a complete repair of the banks of the Coſſim- 
buzar river, both above and below the city of Moor- 
ſnedabad; a repair which, before the commencement 


of my adminiſtration, was effected by a mhatoot, or 


ſeparate collection from the neighbouring diſtricts: 
but the tax has long been aboliſhed, and the expence, 
during my government, has been defrayed by the 
Moorſhedabad treaſury. I laid my plan before the 


Board, and recommended a very intelligent. perſon to 


carry it into execution. The Board objected to the 


expence, and quoted the orders of the Court of Di- 


rectors, who had diſapproved of the former contract 
for this ſervice. I then urged them to form their own 
plan, if they thought mine an improper or an expenſiva 
one: I implored them to appoint a perſon of their 


Was 


own choice to perform the work; for, if ſomething 


1 


the ſubject 
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was not ſoon done, very melancholy conſequences 


were to be apprehended. I had not influence enough 


to carry my point in any way: the principle of obe- 
dience was declared by my colleagues to be 

rinciple of the ſervice, and the laſt rainy ſeaſon the 
Lakes were broken down; half the city of Moorſhe- 
dabad, and half the iſland of Coſſimbuzar, have been 
under water; many lives have been loſt; thouſands of 
the poorer inhabitants have been reduced to diſtreſs; 
and the deduction from the revenue muſt be very 


conſiderable, in conſequence of ſo melancholy an 


* 


event. 


12th, OPHIUM CONTRACTS. 


Lam nccuſed in this Charge of giving the Ophium 
Contract to Mr. Mackenzie in 1777, and to Mr. Sul- 


livan in 1781. This Honourable Houſe has ordered 
a paper to be printed, by which it appears, that from 


1765 to 1772, when I ſucceeded to the government of 


Bengal, ophium was a monopoly for the benefit of in- 


dividuals, and the Company acquired no revenue from 


this article: It has produced to the Company, during 
my adminiſtration, 534,009]. ſterling ;/ and it is an 
improving branch of revenue. I did not give the con- 
tract to Mr. Mackenzie, or to Mr. any who pre- 

ceded him; but I avow having given it to Mr. Sul- 
livan, upon the ſame terms that Mr. Mackenzie held 
it. I affirm alſo, that the Company benefited more 


Mackenzie's. I alſo affirm, that the proviſion of ophium 
ever muſt be a monopoly, and that if it is to be put 
up to ſale, and granted to the loweſt bidder, the Com- 
pany will loſe the revenue altogether, by competition 


and adulteration. I find my own ſentiments on this 
ſubject, confirmed by the opinion of one of my col- 


„Mr. Francis, who obſerved, in a minute on 
of this contract in May 1775, © that he 


& ſhould think it unadviſable to engage on very low 
« terms with any contractor.” 


4 claim the merit of 
having 


the firſt 


by it during Mr. Sullivan's management than Mr. 
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I ſhould take the chance of ſending ophium to China 
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having created this revenue to the Company, and in 
one inſtance in the courſe of my government a Gen- 
tleman, whoſe intereſt I had at heart, has undoubt- 
edly benefited by that contract, which ſome perſon or 
other muſt have held. I concurred in giving this con- 
tract to Mr. Mackenzie in 1777; but if it could be 
ſuppoſed that I had been actuated in my public con- 
duct by the motives which my accuſer imputes to me, 
Mr. Mackenzie was the laſt man in Bengal whom I 
ſhould have patronized, his connections in this coun- 
try and in India having been invariably hoſtile to me. 
He went originally a cadet to Bombay in 1770, and 
ated as ſecretary to the late General Wedderburn ;' 
upon his death he returned to England, and was ſent 
to Bengal with the rank of a factor in 1776, by the 
influence, as I have always underſtood, of Lord Lough- 
borough. He was on the moſt intimate terms with 
my opponent, Mr. Francis; and it is impoſſible for 
any man to ſuppoſe that I could have any private or 
perſonal motives to gratify, when I concurred in grant- 
ing the ophium contract to a Gentleman whoſe con- 
nections were ſo adverſe to me. I ſhould be aſhamed 
to notice ſuch trivial circumſtances to this Honourable 
Houſe, if my accuſer had not charged me with at- 
tempting to eſtabliſh a corrupt intereſt in Great Bri- 
tain, by the diſpoſal of the patronage annexed to my 
flation in India. 55 55 ; 
My accuſer. has taken much pains. to prove that I 
was guilty of inattention to the intereſt of my conſti- 
tuents, by loading a quantity of ophium in two ſhips, 
for the purpoſe of remitting a conſiderable ſum on the 
Company's account to China. I ſhall merely obſerve 
upon this part of the Charge, that in the critical ſitu- 
ation of our affairs in India, in the year 1781, when 
private merchants were precluded from the purchaſe 
of ophium, firſt by the ſcarcity of ſpecie, and next 
by the dangers to which ſhips were expoſed in the In- 
dian Seas, the queſtion to conſider was this, whether 
and the Eaſtern Iſlands on the Company's account, in 
order to furniſh our ſupra cargoes at China with a * 
Fu 7 . P'Y 
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in che Company's ſervice; The appointment was made 
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ply of ſpecie, or ſuffer the ophium to remain one ſea- 
fon in Calcutta, and riſque the detention of the Com- 
pany's ſhips for one year at Canton. Mr. Wheler 
and myſelf, for the plan was Mr. Wheler's, deter- 
mined to make the experiment. The ſupra cargoes 
gave the following information to the Directors, which 
my accuſer has carefully ſuppreſſed : © The object of 
« the Governor General and Council was, to raiſe a 


„ ſum of money to anſwer the exigencies of the Com- 


c pany's affairs in that part of India, and at the ſame 
« time to afford us a ſupply for providing the car- 
« goes for the preſent year. Had ophium not been 
cc imported in Portugueſe ſhips, and had the Captain 
« obeyed his orders, we have not the leaſt doubt but it 
te might have ſold to conſiderable advantage. The Betſy 
« was taken; had her voyage been accompliſhed, we 


© have great reaſon to imagine, that the henourable Com- 


e paxy would bave received confiderable advantage from 
« t. She fold as much of her cargo as produced 


„ 59,600 dollars, which was paid into the honourable 


* Company's treaſury: here.” The ophium ſent to 
China and the iſlands, in 1781, fold for ninety-three 
thouſand three hundred and forty-five pounds ſterling, 
which was paid into the treaſury at Canton. The 
ſeheme was a temporary one, and the neceſſity urgent, 


both for railing a ſum of money in Bengal, and remit- 


ting a conſiderable ſum to China, What my accuſer 


means, by ſtating that I was guilty of a breach of truſt, 


by monopolizing an article for which there was no ſale, 


I do not underſtand ; had I thrown the trade open, or 


relinquiſhed the contract for one year, the revenue 
had been loſt to the Company for ever, From whence 
my accuſer received the information that Mr. Sullivan 


" fold bis conwrett ro Ar: Bente or that Mr. Benn after- 


wards fold it to another perſon, I know not: If the 
fact is ſo, the ſale was made without my privity or 


conſent, nor can it be a part of the preſent queſtion. 
I am accuſed of having appointed a reſident ta Goa, 


where the Company never had one before; that tlie 
office was a nominal one, and given to a perſon not 


at 


yggr 


EEE 1 13-4-3-3-1-3-8-3 08 


NDOT ao = 


at a moment when it appeared 


agenry, 


[ «7 1 
to the bon to be 2 
very ane; in the. moſt critical inament of the 
late war; it was given td 4 Gentleman who! had been 
ten years Gevernot of Bomhay, and was tethuced by 
unexpected misfortunes; in the decline of life, to te- 
turn in a private ſtation ta India. The Court of Di- 
rectors recommended him to our notice; be was or- 
dered to be treated with reſpeſt and attention, in con- 
ſequence of che rn r. had filled. I did not 

create the office of reſident at Gos ſor Mr. Caumme- 
linz I never ſaw him until he arriwed in Bengal, and 
had then no connection him ; but 1 conceived, 
at the time I conferred: e | 
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— charged with nh Len Me 'Abiieh; our 
Seoretary, the of rice and ov 
viſions for the P — Madras and Bombay, 


une very improvidenrcerms; 1 appeal to Mt- AurioPs 


juſtifiention.. .' WE 
miſſſon eee yours 224 4 * 2 from that: £ 
time he 4 hich J entruſteck 
him wich e and fidelity; his merics- 
are well known to the Court of Directors, and have 
been ucknowletiged by chem. The ſupplies ſent from | 
comet eye yr! 1782, che fut of Mr. Auro 
le and confiderable, that we 
1 Which had been the 
cuſtomary rate — ſervices, to: per cent. 
What my acculby means” Gying'l bis ty of a 
dcevhaion; cannot und d; Mr. Aeli en- 
titlec to: receive ready money for his purchaſes, but 
from il ſtate of the treaſury in 1783, we had it not 
r 7 became e 


reduced oy 
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critical period at which I 


y- — 12 per cent. ene he 
wi his purchaſes, while he received 


cube; am well convin 


pled of, the RY s ſopplics that were ſent, and 
that were made to avert the 
ere of che 8 which raged with violence at 
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Madras, ene 
I muſt however allow, that the civil expences 2 
che latter period of my government were 2 


but to a very inco © degree indeed, when com- 


to the enormity. of the ſum at which my accuſer 
erroncovſly ſtated the increaſe. I affirm the in- 
ereaſe in the civil eſtabliſhment to have been £65,226 
only, and my accuſer has ſtated it at more than oo, ooo, 
by including civil, military, and reyenue 


- Houſe ball adopt this Charge, Lana folly paogteys 
= my aſfertion. For che preſent I ſhall — muy 
at by an account upon the table of this Honourable 
Houſe, it ren that in the year 1771, the revenues 
Bengal, aft meine ung rape 1 "I 
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end, as L have been informed, in 
Contracts which were concluded, and 
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which did not exiſt in 1773-2, and the ocher has been 


very greatly increaſed. - In n the * had 


no advantage from e Ne 


842,613 


: Exceſs in 1783-4 = 842,613 £ 620,913 
Deduct exceſs revenue in 1771-2 - - $3803 


Remains * 5 8 


From this bene in, 8 . 
government, defrayi revenue expences 
every denomination, oy a an —_— increaſe of 
L. $67,110 in the reſources of Bengal alone. — 
Fer I will not affirm that the Charge is abſolutely 
. OT Rn 
economy, in which it could not in a degree y. 
The eloquence of „ 

2 


unprofitable 
loans which were made, during the late calamitous 


war, by an unfortunate Miniſter ; with what juſtice ic 
would ill become me to determine. I am ready to 
allow, that ſome of our offices in Bengal were over- 
Paid: nor were the emoluments all to all exactly 
| to their importance, or the ability re- 
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- ably appointed to offices togrhich they were fuued, or IS 

| beſt ſuited, hy their talents, experience, and, integrity; | 

. it is impodhbie chat chey ſhould, when the power of 
-patronage is in many — — and eſtabliſhed. under the 
Aoſſuence of perſondl favour, or of ſuperior patronage. 

i . The wiſdom of the legiſlature. has How: applied 2 <!e 
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JIEFORE I.encer on my deſence againſt this ar- 
D ticle of Charge, E muſt premiſe that ſome. parts 
of it relate ta tranſactions which paſſed fourteen ears 
o; and what. is very remarkable, tranſactions, which 


* 
« * * 
8 
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at Fhat period received the entire approbation of my 


employers, are no. conyerted into acts of criminality- 
There tay my dem de plead the daten of th 
Court of Directors, for a full acquittal of my conduet 
in,exery inſtance. where I can produee it; and this 
Honoorable Hauſe. mult ſee, the juſtice. and neceſſity 
of this claim, for it it be not admitted, there never 
can he an end to the.controverly, and they mult for 
ever be teaaed with a repetition. of the volumes which 
have been already written on this exhauſted 6K . 
In this article my accuſer, charges me with the 
© xeceipt. of large ſums of money corruptly taken 

« 1773, contrary to my covenants with the Company, 
4e and With the receipt af very large ſums taken ſince, 
*©, ſenſe of . 11s, proviſions,” And he uſhers, in. this 
Charge in the followipg pompous. diction : That 
4 in Merch 1775 the late Rajab Nundcomar, a native 
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& Hindoe of the higheſt calt in his religion, and of 
te the higheſt rande in ſotiety, by the offices which be 
ud bald ynder the coumry government, did fr bor " 
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« money, &c.” It ; tke every per · 
fon, 1 the character of Nundcomar, that an o 
accuſation made by a perfori of the ny ee caſt in his ro: 
religion, and of the higheſt rank by his offices, de» | ſett 
manded particular notice, and acquired a conſiderable mu 
degree of credit from a prevalent aſſociation of ideas; ¶ and 
that a nice ſenſe of honour is connected with an ele- fore 
vated rank of life: but when this Honourable Houſe pro 
is informed, that my accuſer knew (though he ſup- IU va 
- prefſed the facts) that this perſon of high rank, and um 
Rah caſt, had forfeited every pretenſion to honour, I Dir 
veracity, and credit; that there are facts recorded on in 
the very proceedings which my accuſer partially min 
quotes, proving this man to have been guilty of me 
"a moſt — 4 forgery of letters from Munny 8e 
Begum, and the Nabob Yetram ul Dowlah (inde- I © 
pendent of the forgery for which he ſuffered death) © 
of the moſt deliberate treachery to the ſtate, for 
which he was confined, by the orders of the Court 
1 3 to the Je of the town of cy, 
In order to prevent ! eee 
having violated every 4 e of common honeſty in 
. private hfe; I ſay, when this Honourable Houſe is 
| acquainted it is from mutilated and garbled aſſertions, 
founded on the teſtimony of ſuch an evidence, without 
. the whole matter being fairly ſtated, I do hope and 
truſt it will be ſufficient for them to reject now theſe 
vague and unſupported Charges, in like manner as 
they were Before —_—_ by the Court of Directors, 
and his Majefty's Miniſters, when they were fr made 
by General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 
>. Y rancis. f a 8 „ 


I muſt here interrupt the courſe of my Defence, to 
explain on what grounds I employed, or had any 
connection with a man of ſo flagitious a character as 
_ Nundcomar. This hard and odious taſk was impoſed 

upon me by the Court of Directors. It was their or- 
ders that he ſhould be employed. Theſe orders too 
_ were. private and particular to myſelf, ſo that a rigid 
.  -- "@bedience to the will of my ſuperiors, and a ſtrict 


a 
rformance of one of the ſevereſt duties which could 
required of me, ſubjected me for a time, not only 
to the obloquy of my colleagues, but alſo to the re- 
roach of all orders and deſcriptions of men in the 
e and at the ſame time forced me to com- 
munications with a man, who knew that I both deſpiſed 
and deteſted him, and who, from theſe motives, I 
foretold would one day prove the enemy he ſince 
proved himſelf. My opinion of this man has never 
varied, and it has been uniformly given at various 
times on the records of the Company. The Court of 
Directors too, when they directed me to employ him 
in the inveſtigation of Mahommed Reza Cawn's ad- 
miniſtration, were aware of the difficulties they laid- 
me. under, and of the danger of having ſuch an 
agent; but being. ** ſatisfied I was too well apprized 
ce of the ſubtlety and diſpoſition of Nundcomar to 
te yield him any truſt or authority which might prove 
te detrimental to their intereſt, and relying. on my- 
«© wiſdom and caution, they directed me to make uſe 
ce of his intelligence to detect the mal · adminiſtration 
« of Mahommed Reza Cawn, whoſe power had been 
ce the object of Nundcomar's envy, and whoſe office the 
« aim of his ambition.“ In this ſituation of Nundco- 
mar s apparent confidence with me, the majority of the 
Supreme Council, in the year 1775, thought him a. fic 
agent to deſtroy my reputation, and. eradicate my au- 
thority ; concluding that he had been truſted by me, 
and knowing that if. he were, he would betray me. 
Under theſe impreſſions General Clavering, Colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, ſelected him for that pur» 
poſe, and here the ſcene * which the preſent article 
exhibics, and which I ſhall now proceed to anſwer, : 
It is in vain that I have ded myſelf again 
ſome of theſe Charges, ſince they are renewed agai 
and again; and all my former explanations, which ag 
(hg tiene ſatisfied both my employers and the miniſters 
of government, are forgotten, and conſigned to opli- 
vion. However, ſince the accuſation. is revived, 4 
Defence, and appeal to my 
A Es offering 


f 


4 
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< would not ſuffer 
< Board; but he withholds er 


undcomar to appear before the 
every material part of 


my objections, and quotes only # fingle line, which ke 
— 1 italics, out of a page 1 that I gave 


for objeRing to the proceedings of the council at that 


time, and which: are as follow. 

l beine 6% deeröd mszeriey bevé vod 
forth as my aceuſers. I appeal, for the truth of 
« this aſſertion, to the whole tenor of their conduct 
« ſinee their arrival in this country, and to the un- 


* doubted evidences - whieh appear on the public 


4. Records of the laſt fifteen days conſultations, that 
< theſe Gentlemen are themſelves parties, if not the 
< principals, as in my heart I believe them to be, and 
Eu the world eftcems them, arid the Ranny of 
*  Burdwan; and Rajah zh Nundoocar, little more than 
«Inſtruments and oſtenſible agents, in the accuſations 
preferred by them againſt me. 
As little do I judge it eonſiſtent with; my oon 
4 honour or your intereſt, to ſuffer the firſt member 
4 ef this ſtate to be perſonally arraigned at the Council 
= Board; and expoſed to the inſolence and ealumnies 
< of a mifereunt like Nundcomar. Had the majority 
® been d:ſpoſed* i accept my propoſition” of 1 
chmee fur proſecuting their enguiries, either 
hie N the Ranny's allepations, th Might baus ob- 
< tuined the: fame hiowledge, and all th falisfadtion, in 
* this way, bal they could have expetied from an in. 
«©; taken bythe Board at large; their proceed- 
would Ruvet had the. ap! ce at leaſt of te. 


5 which they conld 


; at this time 
*— Sy; — ag am 
Dees preferred aguinſt me, in the"fiames of 


„ You 


_ ——_—_—— wholly unnoticed,” 


in my Defence, I declared: 1 


_ ang = eredit would have heeß leſs af. 


e ne ke ee Manny of: Burdwany- -yet Ido 


1 
e 
H 
a 
E 
it 
f 
- 
0 
ic 
e 
d 
f 
0 
s 


w SWASTEa LOO UIEFLESE SHRED gwn 3d 


L: F337] | 
Fou are well informed of the reaſons which firſt 
induced me to give any ſhare of my confidence to 
« Nundcomar, with whoſe character I was acquainted 
by an experience of many years. The means which 
he himſelf took to acquire it were peculiar to him- 
« ſelf. He ſent*a meſſenger to me at Madras, on the 
« firſt news of my appointment to this preſidency, with 
« pretended letters from Munny Begum, and the Nabob 
« Yetram ul Dowlah, the brother of the Nabob Jaffier 
«* Aly Khan, filled with bitter invectives againſs Ma- 
« bommed Reza Khan, and of as warm recommenda- 
« tions, as I recollect, of Nundcomar. I have been jince 
« informed, by the Begum, that the letter, which bore 


« ber ſeal, was a complete forgery, and that ſhe was 


te totally unacquainted with the uſe which had been made 
« of ber name, till I informed her of it. Fuggut Chund, 
« Nundcomar's ſon-in-law, was ſent to ber expreſsly to 


« entreat ber not to divulge it. Mr. Middleton, whom 


&« e conſulted on the occaſion, can atteſt the truth of this 
ce ſtory. I have not yet had the curioſity to enquire of 
ce the Nabob Yetram ul Dowlah, whether his letter 
« was of the ſame ſtamp, but I cannot doubt it. 

The promiſe which he ſays I made him, that he 
© ſhould be conſtituted Aumeen (that is, Inquiſitor 


& General over the whole country) and that I would 


ce delegate the whole power and influence to him, is 
« ſomething more than a negative falſehood. He did 


„ once or twice intimate to me a wiſh of the kind, 


ec but with ſo little ſucceſs that for a while he wholly 
« dropt it. On Mr. Reed's return from the Coaſt, 
* where he had been on leave of abſence, Nundco- 
* mar made his application to him for the ſame em- 
ce ployment, hoping, through his influence, to obtain 


& jt, Mr, Reed, deceived by his ſuggeſtions, brought 


» 
4 


te the propoſition. before the Board, and ſupported it 


ce with warmth, and it was rejected. The manner 


cc in which this matter had been introduced, contains 
te ſtriking proofs of the incendiary character of the 


e man; and the proceedings will ſhew the grounds 


«© on which the 99 was rejected. 


1 * 
* 
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It is further alledged, © that the evidence of this 

« man, Nundcomar, not having been encountered at ; 

« the time when it might and ought to have been, 

te remains juſtly in force againſt me, and is not abated : 

ec by the capital puniſhment of the ſaid Nundcomar, | 
e but rather confirmed by the time and circumſtances 0 

« in which the accuſer ſuffered death.“ This rea- 5 


ſoning is inconſequent and malicious. In the firſt k 
place the evidence of this man was encountered by the 1 
propoſition I made at the time to the majority, of ap- 7 
pointing a committee for proſecuting an enquiry into bis 7 
allegations : Secondly, theſe allegations were committed A 
to the hands of the Company's Solicitor, for the purpoſe tl 
of commencing a ſuit againſt me where I muſt have en- c 
countered them, had they been thought ſufficiently tl 
authentic to have maintained an action; and, laſtly, B 
I voluntarily offered to the Court of Directors, in my ir 
addreſs before mentioned, to ſubmit all my tranſac- al 
tions, of what nature ſoever, to their juſtice, in any Te 
way or form they ſhould preſcribe. But to this bour Þ 
they never have thought ſuch accuſations, from ſuch +4 
a wretch, worthy their notice; and the Attorney 1 


General told them, in his opinion, Nundcomar's 
« information goes for nothing.” _ V 
To the malicious part of this charge, which is 
the condemnation of Nundcomar for a forgery, I do 
declare, in the moſt ſolemn and unreſerved manner, 
that I had no concern, either directly or indirectly, 
in the apprehending, proſecuting, or execution of 
Nundcomar. He ſuffered for a crime of forgery, 
which he had committed in a private truſt that was 
delegated to him, and for which he had been proſe- 
cuted in the Dewanny Courts of the country, before 
the inſtitution of the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
To adduce this circumſtance therefore as a confirma- 
tion of what was before ſuſpicious from his general 
depravity of character, is juſt as reaſonable as to aſſert, 
that the accuſations of Epſom and Dudley were con- 
— 85 becauſe they ſuffered death for their atrocious 
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It is alledged, that the © account laid by Nundcomar 
ce before the Council is ſtated with a minute particu- 
« larity and precifion ; the date of each payment Tpe- 
& cified, the various coins in which it was paid, and the 
e different perſons through whoſe hands the money 
« paſſed;” and it it argued, that if no advantage 
tc be taken of ſuch particularity in the Charge, to de- 
te teQ the falſehood thereof, and no defence whatever 
c made, a preſumption juſtly ariſes in favour of the 
truth of ſuch a Charge.” In the apprehenſion of 
every candid perſon, the preſumption muſt be exactly 
the reverſe; for if there were all thoſe minute parti- 
culars to refer to, and ſo many perſons to authenticate 
them,. what prevented my enemies, the majority of the 
Board, armed as they were with full power, from prov- 
ing faQts fo eaſily 0 de eſtabliſhed ? And how can this 
argument, of there being different perſons concerned, be 
reconciled to that of ſaying, the death of a ſingle perſon 
1 all proof? or that I, without any influence, 
ſtopped the courſe of their proceedings, when it is fur- 
ther aſſerted in the ſame Charge, and almoſt in the 
fame breath, that * the majority of the Board continued 
« fo fit and examine witneſſes,” and when it is evident 
they might have carried on the buſineſs of their inqui- 
fition as fully and effectually without my preſence as 
with it? To ſuch contradittions are added bold affer- 
tions in violation of all truth; and in order to ſupport 
a fallacious principle of the accuſer's own ſtating, the 
Charge aſſerts it is not true, as I have ſaid, © that it was 
* repugnant to the manners either of the Muffulman 
« or Hindoo'to take an oath.” No it is not poſſible 
for me to have made an aſſertion more true, or more 
generally acknowledged, than that it is repugnant to 
the manners both of Muſſulmen and Hindoos to take 
an oath. It has been proved by an appeal that was 
made to eminent perſons of both religions: it may be 
proved by a number of witneſſes now in England, who 
us thing of the cuſtoms of the natives; and I 
therefore” repeat the aſſertion, and retort che untruth 
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on my accu „ 


| 
| 
| 


| Colonel Monſon, he was reſtored; to his office: . 7707 A 
5 Cha) at being carried by my Auch vote ( 
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Mich regard to the appointment of Munny Begum 
to the office 1 which pl alledg ed ſhe was unqualihed, 


and incapable of diſcharging i its of anew I ſhall only ob- 


ſerve, that it is one of the inſtances wherein I: ſhall 

avail myſelf for my Defence of the entire e 

of the Court of Directors, to whom the whole parti- 

Rd, were e detailed, aud by whom: they Were 
ighly approved, _ 

Highly next petſon who is produced is Kan Jeban 
Khan; and I muſt again refer to the proceedings of 
that time for a full account of this meaſure. The 
fimple. faQ is, that an obſcure individual, a native of 
Bengal, preſented a petition to the Supreme Council 
on the goth March, 1773, ſetting forth that the F Quge- 
dar of Hougbley, Khan jehan Khan (a man of high 
rank and office} was allowed 72,000 rupees a year, 
4% 00 of which: he bad paid to me and my Banyan; 

nd that be wauld do the duty himſelf ſor ga, ooo, by 
which the Company would fave 40,000 rupees. a year. 
So extraordinary a petition as this, in which a low and 
obſcure individual deſires a poſt of high truſt and great 
importance, onthe, novel plea of obtaining 32,000rT ees 

a year for h Pe. f, who had neyer been in any o = 
a tythe of. the value, was, I believe, never preſented 
10 a a body. However, he had accuſed me, be 
that was ſufficient for the majority to ſummon hi Fr 
fore them „He. was aſked them, who he 
and in w t "condition of life 9 5 The man re . 
— of employment now; I was a farmer of 
nces Were chen called, who direftly pd 


Tied « each other, _ Notwithſtanding this, the majority 


declared their belief of the charge. Kban Jehan Khan 
is next called upon; and becauſe he declined to take 
an path, pleading that it was repugnant.to the manner 

of his country, and in this ip ance to every idea o 


or contempt of authority. Soon after the 


e 
and that reltoration not * een prec — 
. Accom- 


. 


quſtice in any country, he is diſmiſſed from his alice | 
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accompanied, or followed by any. explanation or de- 
ſence, whatſoever, or even by a denial of the ſpecific 
charge of colluſion with the ſaid Khan .Jehan Khan, 
the truth of the ſaid Charge is confirmed... — : 
To this article 1 have only to reply, that the charge 
carried falſity on the very face of it, from the contra - oo 


dition. of the witneſſes who introduced it: I ſolemnly 
declare, that as far as relates to myſelf, it is. wholly 
falſe and groundleſs ; and I believe it to be falſe as it 
relates to my Banyan: but as I thought Khan Jehan 
Khan had been diſmiſſed, without any crime, it was but 
juſt to give my vote for his reſtorafion., © 
Much fireſs is laid upon a declaration, repeatedly 
made by me in my letters, *© that it was my fixed de- 
termination, moſt fully and liberally to explain every 
* circumſtance on the. points on which I, have been 
* arraigned, not doubting both to, convey the cleareſt 
« canyiQtion,.of my own integrity, and of the purity 
„of my motives for declining a preſent defence 
cc of * # 27 : fe Mn OY EL nt. 22 
In my. addreſs to the Court of DireQors of the 25th 
March, 7555 J informed them, That the allega- 
tions o Negah Nundcomar have been committed to 
the hands of your attorney, for the purpoſe af com- 
* mencing a ſuit at lau againſt me, in the game of the 
Company, for the recovery of ſums ſaid to haye been 
received by me from Munny Begum, in the year 
e fame channel, 
e not chooſing to give my adverſaries an advantage, 
« by anticipating it, nor to beſpeak your: ewe 
judgment on a cauſe thus depending. When theſe 
allegations were tranſmitted to the Court of Direftors, 
they in like manner referred them to the great la 
officers for their opinions, which I beg leaye to quote. 


Mr. Attorney General, 


468 
n 
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„Munny Begum was certainly a perſon within. ibe 
deſcription of the deed of February, 1775; but the 
caſe ſeems to aſcribe the 150,000 rupees in queſtion to 


entextainment afforded the Governor in his progrels, 
to ſome .cltabliſhed uſage ; nay, it ſeems to 
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ind ſuppoſe 
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if they had not been defra 
ed according to the e would have been paid : 


the Company, but were not. 
« The evidence as here ſtated is ſtill more defeRive: 


fuppoſe that his e: 


if the appendix is adopted by the Directors, and meant 
to make a part of the caſe, it throws diſcredit upon all 
the information ſo collected. Nundcomar's information 
goes for nothing. If he were otherwiſe credible, this 
makes but one article among others which ſeem to be d 92 
belizved. Upon the whole, I fee no evidence ſufficient 
in my > to maintain an action. 


Mr. Serjeant eats” 
II have conſidered this caſe, 10 confideted” the 
evidence as attentively as the time will admit. 
With reſpect to the evidence, the matter is by no 
means clear. The charge ſeems to be confined to the 
Hack and half of rupees for the Governor's entertain. 
tainment at Moorſhedabad. I think there may be ſome 
doubt whether, if the fact reſpecting the ſum given for 
entertainment was fully eſtabliſhed, it would amount to 
ſuch a clear and direct breach of the covenant as would 
entitle the Company to recover. _ 
„ At all events, I cannot think it adviſcable for the 
Company to commence a ſuit againſt Mr. Haſtings 


on ſuch evidence as ſtated in this cafe, eſpecially un- 


: X : 
. *. 
17 * 


be * the circum fn e 
W. Bab en ne v 


« It appears to me dictcult to ene the edge 
Klated, and impoſſible to judge of the credit due to any 
part of it, without full information; particularly as to 
the manner in which it is ſuggeſted to have been * F 


Mr. Smith, the Company's Solicitor's opinion. 

„ Upon the whole of this cv — . cannot bring 
myſelf to think - that there is ſufficient ground for the 
Company to commence a ſuit againſt Mr. Haſtings, for 
recovery of thoſe ſums to which my obſervations 5 


1 mean all ſums ſtated, Ns the-lack 2 
a 
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half upon which the opinion of council has been taken. 
The proof is exceedingly confuſed ; but, when I conſi- 
der the eagerneſs the majority of the Council have ſhewn 
to eſtabliſh theſe charges; the extraordinary meaſures they 
purſued ; the very ealy method of proving the ſaQts, if 
true; the very ſlender proof (if any) that is given; the 
obſervation ariſing upon the face of the proof; and the 
flat contradiction of Munny Begum ; theſe various cir- 
cumſtances, in my mind, amount almoſt. to an abſolute _ 
convittion, that the ſtory cannot be true. If the fact 
had been true, the perſons mentioned by Nundcomar 
as thoſe through whoſe hands the four firſt articles were 
paid, might have been examined, and they muſt have 
proved the facts; but it does not appear that any one 
of them was called upon, although moſt of them were 
reſident at Calcutta. This proof would have been eaſy 
and certain. As to Nundcomar, if his bad character 
was not too well eſtabliſhed not to deſerve credit, the 
manner in which he tells the ſtory would deftroy has 


credit.” 


Now when the Court of DireQors, inſtead of aſking 
any explanation from me on any of theſe allegations, 
ei them to a courſe of law; when the lawyers to 
whom they were referred not only thought them too 
vague and inſufficient to maintain an action, but even 
condemned the facts on the informer's own ſtatement of 
them; when the characters of my accuſers themſelves 
ſuffered from their intemperate conduct, and the noto- 
rious infamy of the agents they employed to deſtroy 
my reputation; and when, aſter every effort of Mi- 
niſtry and the Directors to criminate me, I was acquit- 
ted of theſe unfounded charges, and repeatedly re- ap- 
pointed to my ſtation of Governor General: after all 
theſe circumſtances, is it any crime in me not to have 
explained what to the preſent moment I have never 
been called upon to explain? . 
I now come to that part of the Charge, in which I 
am accuſed of having at different times, fince the pro- 
mulgation of the act of 1773, received various other 
ſums, contrary to the expreſs probibition of the " 
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act, and to my own declared ſenſe of the evident in- 


tent and obligation of it. . 
I hope this Honourable Houſe will not think it ne- 
 ceffary for me to anſwer all the irrelevant matter in this 
or: any other Charge; but that they will think I ex- 
culpate myſelf ſufficiently from any offence to the lay 
they have enaRted, if I prove, that the ſums I have ac- 
 knowledged, and am here charged with having receiv- 
= ed, were not taken, according to my judgment, in vio- 
ation of the ordinances of that law, but under cir- 
cumſtances which, in my opinion, fully juſtified me. 
I make this previous remark, becauſe I find in this 
Charge much cavil, -and a great deal of criticiſm on 
the expreffions of my ſeyeral letters to the Court of 
be Directors on theſe ſubjects. For inſtance; it is argued 
that T had not alienated the ſums depofited in my name, 
although 1 have exprefsly faid I had endorſed the 


bonds, or in other words, that I had declared them 


28. 


2 2 


8g 32228 82. 


" os ar v4 Te Lallude to, that I formed 
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che conſidential ſervant of Cheyt Sing, had been de- 
| 1 to me in Calcutta by his maſter, to acknowledge 


1is former ill- conduct, and to aſſure me of his implicit 
obedience and ſubmiſſion in future: He was alſo en- 
truſted by his maſter to endeavour to procure a remiſ- 
ſion of the payment of the annual ſum of five lacks of 
rupees, which the Board had fixed as his proportion of 
the oe of the war.—I peremptorily refuſed his 
requeſt; but aſſured him, that. on the reſtoration of 
peace, this additional ſubſidy ſhould ceaſe; and that 
this was all he muſt expect. Sadanund wrote to his 
maſter, and received a commiſſion from him, to give me 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his future obedience, and 
ſubmiſſion; to the orders of Government; and he was 


further directed to requeſt my acceptance of two lacks | 


of rupees as a preſent to myſelf, . My reply was, that I 
cordially received his ſubmiſſion and aſſurances of obe- 
dience, but that I muſt abſolutely refuſe his preſent, 
which I did. e 
Having been diſappointed in the execution of my - 
plan for attacking Scindia's dominions, which I deemed, 
and which proved to be of -the moſt material conſe- 
quence, and. being thwarted in it by my colleagues on 
the plea of expence, which was the only material ob- 


jection made to it, I determined to accept of the offer 


which I before refuſed; and on my return from the 
Council, the day I believe that my plan was rejected, 
I ſent to Sadanund, and told him I had reconſidered 
his maſter's: offer, and would accept the two lacks of 
rupees, which I defired him to pay to the Sub-treaſurer, 
Mr. Croftes, meaning to apply this-mohey to defray the 
expence of the expedition againſt Scindia, and thereby 
hoping to obviate the only objection which had been 
made to this important undertaking. Unfortunately IL 
did not ſucceed in obtaining the conſent of Mr. Francis 
and Mr. Wheler, and was therefore concerned at hav- 
ing accepted this ſum from Sadanugd, ſince the only 


ule to which I meant to appropriate it was fruſtrated; 
and I expreſſed my vexation to Mr. Markham, my Se- 
_ eretary, as he (who fortunately for me is now in Eng- 

land) can aueſt. Upon * reflection, I determined 
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neither to inform esd of the tranſuction, nor t 
return the money to Sadanund, having once conſented 
to accept it; I therefore ſuffered it io remain in the 
Company' S caſh, as a depoſit for their uſe, and by the 
xt diſpateh to Europe I inſormed the Court of Direc- 
ors of the tranſactioh, though I did not Nate to them 
whom 1 roteivellabe money—a neglet which 1 


S dave Rudiouſly avoided; could I have foreſeen 
es of it. I thought at the time that 1 


Fr N nt wn that was neceſſary, by declaring that it was not 


my own, nd hat neither could nor woul have ae 
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Aſter this exp anation I hope this Honourable Houſe 


will acquit me of any corrupt motive, or any view of 
private advantage, jn the manner of accepting this 


Abe reſt of the ſums/ lich de entored⸗ inthe public 


treaſury accounts, either as money lent on bond, or 


laced on depoſit, were taken, as I have already laid, 
in the time of the moſt preſſing neceſſity, in order to 
refieve the exigencies of the State, which 1 felt ſo forci- 


bly, that, attentive only to provide for them, I did not 


reflect on an int tation which might be put on my 
aktions fo totally foreign to the purity of their motives. 


I cannot better prove this purity of intention to the 
_ farisſaQion'of this Honourable Houſe, than by ſhewing, 
that every ſtep I took in this bufineſs led to a public 


ication of the money; and to put it out of my 
own n power to benefit by the acceptance of it. 


I have already fully explained the tranſactien of the 5 
two lacks of 3 eh by Sadanund; the ſum of 
or 


406,00 rupees, ich bonds were given, was paid 

ly into the Company's treaſury for their uſe, and 
never paſſed through my hands; and in a few months 
aſter the receipt of it, when I Was about to. leave the 
Prefideney* to proceed u the country on a ſervice 
liable to perſonal danger, 
to the Cp. and leit them in the bands of Mr, 
Larkins, Gur Acebustant- General, with « expreſs direc- 


| rende Rok up. 


—— dorſement 


* 


endorſed the bonds payable. 


wp. 15 hope I need not dea e 
+) a the -cavil that an in- 


j 
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dorſement on a bond is not good in common law, 
though it is in equity. I flatter myſelf it will be evi- 
dent, that I had no corrupt motive in taking this mo- 
ney; that it was bone fide for the Company's uſe; that 
they, and not I, had the benefit-of it; and that the 
alienation of my right, by the indorſement, was in-fa& 
as effectual as a formal transfer. a nit 166 
- Two other ſums, of 232,000 rupees, and of 58,000 
rupees; were paid into — treaſury, as received from 
me on account of Durbar charges; which is a regular 
official account, as much under the inſpection of the 
Supreme Council as all the other public accounts, and 
conſequently no concealment could have been made or 
intended, and they hereby became immediately as much 
the property of the Company as if they had been a re- 
ar revenue. „„ . DES 
The laſt part of the Charge ſtates, That in my letter 
to the Court of Directors of the 2 1ſt of February, 1784, 
I have confeſſed to have received another ſum of mo- 
ney, the amount of which is not declared, but Which, 
from the application of it, could not be leſs than thirty - 
four thouſand pounds ſterling, &c.— in the year 178g, 
when I was actually in want of a ſum of money for my 


private expences, owing to the Company not having at 


that time ſufficient eaſſi in their treafury to pay my ſa- 
lary, I borrowed three lacks of rupees of Rajah Nob- 
kiſſen, an inhabitant of Calcutta, whom: I delired to call 
upon me vith a bond properly filled up; he did ſo, but 
at the time L was going to execute it, he entreated 1 
would rather accept the money than execute the bond. 
L neither accepted the offer nor refuſed it, and my de- 
termination upon it remained ſuſpended between the 
alternative of keeping the money as a loan to be repaid, 
and of taking it, and applying it, as I had done other 
ſums, to the Company's uſe; and there the matter reſt- 
ed tilt T undertook my journey to Lucknow, when I. 
determined to accept the money for the Company 's* 
uſe and theſe were my es: Having made diſ- 
burſements from my own caſh for ſervices which, though: 
requited to enable me to execute the duties of my ſta- 
tion L had hitherto omitted to enter into my public ac- 
„ Y 2 _counts, 
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counts, I reſolved to reimburſe myſelf in a mode moſt. 
ſuitable to the fituation of the. Company's affairs, by 
charging theſe-diſburſements in my Durbar accounts of 
the preſent year, and crediting them by a ſum privately 
received, which was this of Nobkiſſen's. If my claims 
upon the Company were not founded in. juſtice, and 
bona fide due, my acceptance of three lacks of rupees 
from Nobkiſſen by no means precludes them from re- 
covering that ſum from me. No Member of this Ho- 
nourable Houſe ſuſpects me, I hope, of the meanneſs 
8 of preſenting falſe accounts I have never 
ed * charges, or by retaining the 
money of the public in my own poſſeſſion, for my pri- 
J riots olgh- 406 *<b foogy 8 . 757 
I have purpoſely refrained from any remarks or ob- 
ſervations on ſome unfair deduQtions and unjuſt in- 
ferences in the reaſoning of this charge, as well as on 
ſome aſſertions which are not true, in order to avoid. 
breaking in upon the narrative of theſe tranſaQtions : 
But I muſt now take leave to obſerve to this Honour- 
able Houſe, that the inſinuations which are made againſt 
me for not communicating theſe circumſtances © till I 
« was apprized of the enquiries made in the Houſe of 
* Commons, and when a dread of the conſequences of 
theſe enquiries might act upon my mind,” are equally 
injurious and groundleſs. My firſt communication to 
the Court of Directors was dated the 2gth November 
1780, when no ry” had commenced. When | wrote: 
my letter to the Directors, in May 205%, I-could not 
poſſibly have known of the change of Miniſtry in the 
preceding March, which is another conſequence allud - 
ed to.—But my accuſer ſays, this letter was not diſ- 
patched till the 16th December 1782, and it might have 
n ſent-ſooner.—To this I reply, that when I wrote 
this letter, in May, the Lively was expected to be dif- 
bed every day; that in the courſe of human events 
it was probable ſhe would arrive in England before any 
other ſhip; that her detention was neither to be fore- 
ſeen nor prevented ;—and, laſtly, a Gentleman of ap- 
proved good character, high in ſtation and reputation, 
makes oath, that the letter was made up and — 


+ 
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the, Lively's. packet, and remained: cloſed till the 16th 
of December, when it was opened for the expreſs and 
ſole purpoſe of encloſing his affidavit. —The aſſertion, 
« that it does not any where appear I have ſurrendered 
the ſaid bonds as I ought to have done,” is not true. 
They have been all ſurrendered, as will appear by the 
papers now before this Honourable Houſe. _ 
I have nothing more to add to this reply, than that it 
will be found, on a reference to the Act of 1773, which 
I am accuſed of e the prohibition of re- 
ceiving money is there ſtrictly confined to the perſons 
not receiving it for his uſe, or on his behalf; and to 
aſſure this Honourable Houſe, in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, that I never meant nor intended the money ſa 
taken by me for any other uſe than that of the State, 
which was, at the time of its being taken, in ſuch im- 
minent danger and diſtreſs, that every little aid of this 
kind became an object of national conſequence. 1 


hope this Honourable Houſe will do me the juſtice to 


believe, that a pure principle of zeal alone actuated my 
conduct; but if I ſhould not, which I am unwilling to 
ſuppoſe for a. moment, poſſeſs their good opinion, let 
me appeal to their underſtanding, and aſk them, whe- 


ther it is conſiſtent with common ſenſe, that a perſon 


who meant to take money corruptly for his private uſe, 


would ſeleQ for his Agents the Company's public offi- 


cers, men of eſtabliſhed characters, or endorſe bonds 
over to the Company which he meant for himſelf, or 
pay the ſums which he meant to appropriate to his own 


_ uſe. into the Company's public 3 ? . 


The ſum which I accepted for the Company's uſe 
from the Nabob Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah (above ten 
lacks of rupees) is ſo clearly ſtated, that I am only ac- 
countable, in the opinion of my accuſer, for having re- 
ceived it at all, and for preſuming to aſk the Court of 
Dire&ors to allow me to receive it from their bounty, 
on account of the inſufficiency of my own fortune.— 
The money I accepted for the Company, and I applied 
it faitbfully to their ſervice. —I had no corrupt intereſt 
with the Court of Directors, I never ſought to obtain a 
corrupt intereſt with them, but have always been ** | 

| that 
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car the Court of DireQors, and dic world at large; 
would determine on my conduct from my actions, not 
from my proſeffions.— told them, with t truth, 
that my private fortune was inadcquate to the fituation 
which T had ſo long filled in their ſervice, but I ſcorned 
at all times to increaſe it by improper or unjuſtifiable 
means; and Fam as ready as any man to confeſs, that 
with a very little attention to my own concerns, I ſhould 
at this moment have poſſeſſed a fortune far beyond my 
wants; or my wiſhes. This Honourable Houſe will, I 
hope, pardon me for this digreffion, the ſubjeQ in ſome 
—— bas forced me into it. Let me only add, that 
wy | confſtruQion of the Regulating Act of 
2773, STI was left at liberty to receive money, vrovided 
it was to and for the ſole Lie of the Company; and chat 
I never entertained a thought of receiving it upon any 
other terms, nor did I ever mean to appropriate a rupee 
of the ſums fo received to my own uſe, without the 
fanftion of the Eaſt India Company, my employers. 
Whatever imperſections there may be in my character, 
and T have many, yet no man who knows me will ſup- 
— — capable of aſſerting an untruth, or, which is in 
the ſame, of preſenting a falſe account to this Ho- 
nourable Houſe, or to my old ut #5 3.87 e 
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1 N the year 1776, Mr. Lauchlin Macleane, aſſum- 
ing powers with which I had not entruſted him, 
propoſed to the Court of Directors certain ſtipulations 
in my name, which when communicated to me I re- 
fuled to ratify. Ten years after, in the year 1786, 
that refuſal is charged againſt me as a high crime m_ 
miſdemeanor. In the whole of this perplexed affair 
am leſs concerned than any of the parties who acted 
or concurred in it; yet I am excluſively proſecuted for 
its real or ſuppoſed confequences. Mr. Macleane, 
who exceeded his commiſſion, is dead; but I am not in- 
heritor 4% bis ſhare of the imputed culpabilicy. The 
Committee of Directors who were appointed to inſpect 
Mr. Macleane's powers; the Court of DigeQtors, who 
acquieſced in a divided report from that Committees 
his Majeſty's miniſters, who admitted the conſequent 
acts of the Court of Directors without inveſtigation, 
were all ſeparately and jointly intereſted in the event, 
and are all much more reſponſible than myſelf; the 
Court of Directors at leaſt were under a neceſſity of 
I taking the earlieſt ſteps to reſent the inſult and redreſs 
che injury which it is urged they ſuſtained ; and miniſ- 


try were ſtill more obliged to action, from the higher 
importance of their offices. Both parties had only to 
unite, and they could have forced me from the chair 


I refuſed 
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ment on my refuſal) did, in t 


I refuſed to reſign. So far from doing this, a Court 
of Directors, conſiſting of a majority of the ſame 
members, and a miniſtry with the very ſame leader at 
the head of it (who had been 4 party to the acceptance 
of Mr. Macleane's offer, and « party to the diſappoint. 
e year 1778, continue 

me in the office I had ſo pertinaciouſly held, by a new 
Act of Parliament, and by a new acquieſcence in my 
nomination. What part therefore of the offence in- 
curred, or of the injuries produced by this affair, can 
with propriety be imputed to me? Powers which the 
poſſeſſor confeſſed he dared not ſnew, were admitted 
and acknowledged by thoſe who never ſaw them", powers 
which, if allowed to the extent in which they are ſtated, 
would not entitle the poſſeſſor to ſue for the moſt trif- 


ling ſum in any court of law in Europe, were allowed. 


to be a legal warrant: for the reſignation of 25, oool. 
annum, by thoſe who would have indignantly re- 
fuſed” to pay five pounds, if demanded on the ſame 
powers. And bere too was a matter far above the lit- 
tle ordinary concerns of pecuniary*negociation, or the 
partial powers of a common agency. Here an office, 
of the firſt importance in the whole extent of our em- 
. pire, was to be bartered away with the flight and 

flovenly informality of general declarations. No letter 
of attorney, no authentic inſtrument, no formal creden- 
tials, ſanctioned by my hand and ſeal.— A mere ſelec- 
tion and compilation from different paragraphs of a 
paper, ſtated to be ** inſtructions to my agent, is the 


whole foundtion of the Rn — was acknow- 
 _ledged by the Agent himſelf, that the powers with 
de which he was entruſted were mixed with other mat- 


© ters, of a nature extremely confidential. Much 
of the inſtructions, therefore, never was, nor could be, 
nor was intended or expefied to be, communicated. 
Ho could the Directors be certain that the paris con- 
cealed did not contain a preciſe and poſitive probibition 
to my Agent of aſſuming any ſuch powers? —It was 

flible, and not improbable, at leaſt their vigilance 


would not have ſlumbered ſo remiſsly over the er 
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of ſuch a circumſtance, had the demand been of 


pecuniary nature: But of three perſons who were ap- 


pointed examining proxies for the Directors on this oc- 
caſion, one, Mr. Richard Becher, fince deceaſed, open- 
ly declared he conceived the pretended powers to be 
#0 powers at all. Here was a warning, one would 


have thought, to the moſt indifferent temper. Credu- 


lity itſelf would here have taken the alarm to diſcuſs 
the fubje& with more accuracy and acuteneſs. What 
then did the two remaining members of this committee 
report? *© That having conferred with Mr. Macleane, 
« they found that, from the purport of Mr. Haſtings's 
© inſtructions, contained in a paper in his own hand- 
« writing given to Mr. Macleane, and produced by 


him to them, Mr. Haſtings declared he would not 


« continue in the government of Bengal, unleſs cer- 
« tain conditions therein ſpecified could be obtained, 


ce of which they (i. e. the Committee) ſaw no proba- 


< hility: That is, becauſe a Committee, unknown 
to and unauthorized by me, ſaw no probability of cer- 
tain'events, I am made to declare I would not continue 
in the government! !—Surely the Committee's ideas 
of probabilities were no rule for my conduct. What 
had an extraneous Committee's opinions to do with 
my private declarations to my own Agent? My Agent 
might have ſcent probabilities, though the Committee 
ſaw none;—or there might have been probabilities, 
though neither the Agent nor the Committee ſaw 


them or there might be a poſſibility even again} 
probabilities ; — or that Which I had declared to 


my own Agent, I might chuſe not to declare to any 
other; — or I might think ſuch a declaration (** mixed 


« with other matters of a nature extremely confiden- 


ec tial,“ and eonveyed in a paper of private infirutions 
to a confidential agent) equivatent to no declaration at all, 


On fo nt an occaſion, notbing could conſtitute 
a power, but a clear and formal appointment, ſuch 28 


x T de hereby authorize and impower you, 'Lauchlin 
&« McLeane, in my name, and on my behalf, to refig" 
<« the government of Bengal, or words to that effect. 
Surely the ſecuriry of 1 is not leſs * ' 
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chat refuſal, all the conſequent events which . 
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by law for the office of Governor-General, than for the 
moſt trifling part of our private property. Add to 
this, I have myſelf furniſhed ſubſequent proof that I 
had never the remoteſt intention of empowering my 
Agent to reſign in my name; for, between the time 
of Mr. M*Leane's departure. from Bengal, .and his 
offer to reſign my government, I had repeatedly, brice 
at leaſt, ſignified in public, and recorded letters to my 
ſuperiors, that no inducement ſhould tempt. me vo- 
Iuntarily to quit my ſtation, until I ſaw an end to the 
ſtruggles in which I was then involved with the Coun- 
cil: that, if I lived, I would ſee the end of it. My 


letters to this purport are dated in March, April, and 


October, 1775. 

My refuſai to ratify the pretended reſi nation AY 
place on the 2oth of June, 1777; and if I were war- 
ranted (which 1. have indiſputably proved above) in 


in Bengal are to. be imputed to any, or all, of the par- 
ties. to the original error and inadvertency. But in the 
year 1778, I was appointed to the Chair by @ new ad of 
Parliament: at that. time, therefore, 'my pretended 
reſignation was known to Parliament, and it muſt 
have been underſtood to be a valid act, or to be inva- 
lid. It valid, Parliament, and not I were the cauſe 
of injury to General Clavering, by aFenewal of my 


nomination: if invalid, Parliament, by the Aanction 


of a renewed appointment, certainly acquitted me of 


having given ſuch powers to Mr. MLeane. 


To the firſt article of accuſation therefore I reply, 
that if Mr. M Leane had zo powers (and none are 
proved; on the contrary,” I have proved that he bad 
none) my refuſal was no breach of faith with the Court 
of Birectors, and his Majeſty's Miniſters. To the ſe- 
cond article (“. diſreſpect to the Directors, and his Ma- 
& jeſty ) I know not what to anſwer ; for how much 


ſoever I may abhor the thoughts of ſuch indecorum, I 


cannot conceive. it to be any part of an © impeachable 
* high+crime and miſdemeanor.” If the reſignation 


- were. invalid, ab initio, as I have proved, wy refuſal 


ms: no injury to General Clavering and, if it were 
Thoul 
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that their agents ſhould 
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I ſhould ſuppoſe perſonal injury to have its remedy at 
common law, not by impeachment: and for the reſt of 
that clauſe, it would be juſt as regular to arraign a 
thunder-ftorm for the damage it might have done to 
a ſteeple, as to impeach me for the injury an act of 
mine © might have been to Mr. M beler. | 
But the laſt conſequences of my refuſal are, that it 
was an act of {ſignal treachery to Mr. M Leane, &c. 
« and prejudicial to the affairs-of the Company's ſer- 
« vants in India!“ PEE. eee ee 
Tyeacbery, not to admit the exerciſe of powers I had 
not beſtowed !—Treachery, not to authenticate an aft 
performed without a warrant, and operating moſt no- 
toriouſly to my prejudice !—Treachery, to ſet an ex- 
ample of regularity, of firmneſs, and of preciſion, in 
one of the moſt important concerns of life!! !—And 
how was it prejudicial to the Company's ſervants, or 
rather how could it be conceived poſſible, that a 
Charge founded on ſuch: lame premiſes, and cloſed 
with ſo unaccountable, unpreciſe, and impotent a 


_ concluſion, ſhould paſs for ſerious? as if it were, or 


can be, or ought to be, 1 to people in India 
| ereafter be required to pro- 

duce the powers by which they act; — that all parties 
ſhould learn to be cautious in precluding the poſſibility - 
of miſrepreſentations and miſconceptions in matters 
of agency ;—and that an exemplary check to this un- 
warrantable aſſumption of never-delegated powers, 
ſhould prove a ſalutary warning, and fure preventive 
of future prejudice to all concerned in mediatory 
JJ. TT 00007 I, 19 | 
Before I cloſe this article, I beg leave to refer to 
two letters of mine, one indeed before the Houſe, ad- 


. drefled to the Court of Directors; the other not before 


the Houſe, a letter to the Chairman of that Court, 
which I fear was never communicated to thoſe for 
whoſe information and conviction it was particularly 
intended. It is dated 27th Auguſt, 1777» the firſt 
gecaſion I had of writing home on the ſubje& of my 


pretended reſignation ; and its authenticity I can fully 
prove from my original letter book, now ready to be 
ä produced. 


Keen 

uced. This letter incloſed full copies of all the 
inſtructions I had ever given to my private agent, Mr, 
M*Leane, whom I commiſſioned ſpecially to unite 
with my other friends, -in procuring an 8 
of my authority, which as it then ſtood I had found 
inſufficient for any good purpoſes of government, and 
which by a very late AR th the legiſlature: has been 
Plank to deem inſufficient alſo. It would have 
n very extraordinary had I furniſhed him with 
powers to join my enemies, and ſo become the 
very means of depoſing me from that ſtation which 
it was the expreſs and ſole purport of his miſſion to 
ſupport and extend. Thoſe powers, therefore, which 
by a partial and imperfect ſtatement had been ſtretched 
to an indefinite and unwarrantable extent, I wiſhed by 
this letter to have diſplayed to the Directors at large, 
as the moſt obvious and ready proof of their ſpecific 
limitations. Why they were fupprefled. by the very 
Chairman, who afterwards joined in a letter of cen- 
ſure for my . ſuppreſſion of them, I do not pretend te 
explain. Very —— for me, I wavy not been 
able to find copies of them at preſent, and conceive 
they muſt have been left in Bengal, with many other 
Papers which I did not imagine likely to be of public 


and immediate importance. I profeſs. myſelf to be 


very partially informed of the various ſteps, which led 
to my ed reſignation in 1776. I am convinced 
Mr. Macſeane acted to the beſt of his judgment; and 


il it were not an improper. requeſt, I would deſire to 


call upon a Noble Lord, who was at that time the 
Miniſter, to ſtate to this Honourable e ne 


circumſtance of that nnen. 
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Anſwer to the Thirteenth Charge. 


5 4. 


Mr. RICHARD SULIVAN's 
© APPOINTMENT. ' | 


P ON this Charge I ſhall not detain this Ho- 
nourable Houſe. Mr. Richard Sulivan accepted 
from the Nabob of the Carnatic, and from the Nabob's 


produced rs for that. ſe. 
For reaſons which ſtruck me as very forcible, and 
without a wiſh wantonly or unneceſſarily to encroach 


upon the rights of the government of Fort St. George, 


1 appointed Mr. Sulivan the Miniſter of our Govern- 
ment at that Preſidency. Of this appointment the 
Court of Directors diſapproved, and they diſmiſſed 
Mr. Sulivan from their me rvice, for having accepted 
of his original commiſſion. Before I heard of his 
diſmiſſion L propoſed to him our Ambaſſador 


at the Court of Nizam Ally Canine ihias: part of this 
tranſaction is culpable, in ſo far as I am concerned in 
it I know not, and I leave it to make its own im- 
On * this e n 
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Anſwer to the Fourteenth Charge. 
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INTRODUCTION: 


| 1 Moſt ap . to this ede Houſe for . 
length i my defence upon this article of the Charge. 
As it was a Charge of breach of faith in the violation 
of a public treaty; which 1 have ever conſidered as a 
crime of a moſt heinous nature, as moſt pernicious in 
its conſequences, -and therefore required the fulleſt 
_ refutation, I have been under the neceſſity of entering 
into 'a connected and minute detail of all the occur- 
rences of our intercourſe with the Ranah for that pur- 
Poſe; and theſe will ſhew that his part of the alliance 
conſiſted of a ſeries of unremitted acts of the blackeſt 
perfidy, and ours of as marked forbearance. 
This Charge, though compriſed in the ſmall compaſs 
of 2 „contains ſo many artful miſrepreſenta- 
facts, | apparently authenticated by partial quo- 
> and perverted truths, that it will be difficult 
to give them a clear refutation, without entering fully 
into the ſubjet. 

It] is affirmed in the Charge, that in the late war 
inſt the Marattahs, the ſaid Ranah of Gohud did 
« actually join the Britiſh army under Colonel Muir, 
«with two battalions of infantry and 1,200 cavalry, 


, and did rr 
7 1 — 


thereby affording material aſſiſtance, and rendering 
« eſſential ſervice to the Company. A perſon in- 
clined to candour would have ftated this fact very dif- 


ferently : he would have ſaid, that the Ranah of Gohud | 


was bound by the 5th article of his treaty with the 
Engliſh to furniſh 10,060 horſe ;—that the command- 
ing officer, Colonel Camac, repeatedly applied to him 
on behalf of the Engliſh government, and at laſt could 
obtain no more than two battalions of infantry, and 
200 horſe; and that the Ranah himſelf did not join 
our army until no alternative was left him but that 
of either taking a decided part in our favour, or being 
declared an open enemy; that this was not until ten 
months after our army had entered the Maratta coun- 
try, and that he ſtaid with our army only a few weeks, 
leaving it at a moſt critical period before the conclu- 
ſion of peace with the Marattahs; thereby not affording 
material aſſiſtance, but cauſing eſſential detriment. to 
the ſeryice.or the Tompany: -. a 

In another part of the Charge it is ſaid, © that he 
ce the ſaid Haſtings, in the inſtructions given by him 
«to Mr, David Anderſon, for his conduct in negoci- 
« ating the treaty, of peace with the Marattas, expreſ- 
ce ſed his determination to deſert the Ranah of Gohud, 
ce in the following words:— You will of courſe be at- 
cc tentive to any engagements ſubſiſting betwixt us 
« and other powers in ſettling the terms of peace and 
cc alliance with the Marattas: I except from this the 
« Ranah of Gohud; leave him to ſettle his own affairs 
« with the Marattas,” Who would not think from 
this that I had wantonly, and without reaſon, deſerted 
the Ranah of Gohud ? Who would ſuppoſe that in de- 
ſerting him 1 was juſtified by the ſtrongeſt reaſons, and 
that theſe reaſons are recited in the very middle of 
thoſe, words, which as they are quoted in the Charge 
produce on the mind the effect of one connected ſen- 
tence? The real words of the inſtructions to Mr. 
Anderſon are as follows: You will of courſe be at- 
« tentive to any engagements ſubſiſting betwixt us and 
« other powers, in ſettling the peace and alliance 25 
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« the Marattas: 1 this precaution 
et Ranah and Gohud, who < £02 guilty of the the 
cc flagrant. breach of 240 towards us in every inflance, 
« after a moſt faithful and ſcrupulous performance of 
« every ſtipulation in his favour by us, and after we have 
e ſaved him and bis country from certain deftruttion - 
er 'Jeaye him to ſettle his own affairs with the Maratras.” 
ere then are full and ſufficient reaſons for my conduct 
towards the Ranah. The mind feels relieved from the 
ſhock which it received, at the idea of deſerting with- 
out a cauſe a man whom m 1 5 ie would repreſent 
as a faithful and ſerviceable ppeal to the can- 
dour and juſtice of this Houſe, Vie 1 i far, if it is ho- 
ndurable, to draw a criminal Charge thus againſt me 
from my own expreſſions, and yet to omit thoſe words 
which, if admitted, are a full juſtification of me. The 
only doubt that can' remain is regarding the truth of 
the reaſons thus aſſigned : a few words would not be 
ſufficient to clear up this matter, I truſt, however, 
that this Honourable Houſe will ſuſpend their judg- 
ment for a moment; and 1 promife to remove every 
2 by giving a full account of che Ranah's con- 


duct towards us, exhibiting a ſeries of treac and 

{none which ir is to be e be paralle ed in 
an 15. . 

The The framer the Charges Acud he then FEA 


to obſerve, that © the 3 erſon a PRears, very 
4 affiduouſly to have ſought for. grounds to 5 Juſtify iche 
execution of this part of his inftructions; to lich, 
« however, he was at all events obliged to conform.” 
17 my accuſer had though fl wag to quote the ſequel 
of the ſame paragraph of the inſtructions, the Houſe 
would have ſeen, that Mr. Anderſon was enjoined to 
obrain intelligence regarding the Ranah's conduct; but 


part of his inſtructions; and $6 he was ot at all 
events obliged to conform to it; for he was to Judge from 
we intelligence, whether the Ranah was worth 5515 
being any longer conſidered as the ally of the 

The words are tlicſe, and they immediately alls the 


1 kl © * Colonel Muir will give you 
| « complete 


not to ſeek for grounds to juſtify the execution of this. 
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te complete intelligence regarding the Ranah's con- 
* duct; and from this you will judge whether he is 
* worthy of being any longer conſidered as our ally.” 
But it is in vain to trace and point out all the 
ſubtilties of this Charge. We might ultimately arrive 
at truth by purſuing fallacy through all its ſtudied 


* 


mazes, and expoſing it at every turning to detection 
but how tedious, how intricate, and perplexing would 
be ſuch a purſuit ?=The eaſieſt and ſhorteſt way will 
be to quit it altogether, and to follow the plain and 
ſimple path of truth. And I truſt that this Honourable 
Houſe will not think I unneceffarily conſume their 
time, whilſt I ſubmit to them, as ſuccinctly as poſſible 
a plain hiſtory of the tranſactions which have paffed 
betwixt us and the Ranah of Gohud, from the com- 
mencement of our connection down to the period when 
his treachery and repeated breach of engagements ren- 
dered him unworthy of our further protection. 

On the 2d December, 1779, a treaty was ſettled be- 
twixt the Engliſh government and the Ranah of Gohud, 
ſtipulating certain conditions of alliance, chiefly rela- 
tive to the Marattah ſtate, which was at that time con- 
ſidered as the enemy of both. As the Houle is in 
poſſeſſion of a copy of this treaty, I will not, unneceſ- 
ſarily, intrude upon their time, by reciting the ſeveral 
articles of it; but ſhall proceed immediately on my 
narrative. 3 ne: 
At this time the Marattahs had poſſeſſed themſelves 
of many of the Ranah's diſtricts. Their armies had 
laid waſte and plundered even the environs of Ghode; 
and the Ranah, being incapable of oppoſing them, re- 
mained ſhut up in his capital. In conſequence of the 
treaty he ſolicited our aſſiſtance, and it was immediately 
ven. In the month of February 1780, Captain 
opham, with a body of Engliſh troops, arrived at 
Ghode, and being joined by the Ranah's forces, very 
ſoon compelled the Marattahs to abandon that country. 
It was then thought adviſeable to carry the war into 
the Marattah' territories; and che united forces, after 
repeated marches, croſſed the river Scind, and arrived 
in the Cutchwagir diſtricts, where” Captain Popham 
RY | Aa com- 
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commenced his operations, by laying ſiege to Lohar, 
which was reckoned the ſtrongeſt of all the numerous 
forts poſſeſſed by the Marattahs in that part of the 
country. It was for ſome time obſtinately defended ; 
at length, a practicable breach being made, it was 

igorouſly aſſaulted, and carried, with the loſs of ſeve- 
ral Engliſh officers, who fell in the ſtorm. On the 
fall of Lohar, all the reſt of the Cutchwagar country 
ſoon ſubmitted to the Engliſh and the Ranah. 
According to the 4th article of the treaty, ' it was 
ſettled, that whatever countries ſhould thus be conquer- 
ed from the Marattahs, a valuation ſhould be formed 
on the receipts of the ten preceding years, and an 
annual tribute being ſettled as the Company's nine- 
ſixteenth proportion of the revenue, the countries 
ſhould be delivered over to the Ranah. Without 
waiting for the form of ſuch an adjuſtment, Captain 
Popham, relying on the good faith of our ally, deli- 
vered up to him the Fort of Lohar in two days after 
its reduction, and permitted him to eſtabliſh his go- 
vernment throughout the whole of the Cutwagar 
country. An Aumeen or Commiſſioner was after- 
wards appointed to form the valuation; but ſo many 
difficulties were thrown in his way by the Ranah's 
officers,” that it never could be effected; and though 
our connection with the Ranah laſted for two years 
longer, and during all that time he remained in quiet 
poſſeſſion of theſe territories, he never accounted for 

any part of the revenue to the Compan x. 
The 2d article ſtipulated, that the expence of the 
Engliſh forces - ſhould be defrayed by the Ranah 
monthly, at the rate of 20, 00 rupees for each batta- 
lion. Captain Popham was unwilling to make any 
demand until ſome capital ſervice ſnould have been 
performed by our troops ; he deferred it therefore till 
after the reduction of Lohar; and as the battalions 
under his command- were ſomething leſs in number 
than the Company's uſual eſtabliſhments, he was in- 
ſtructed by the Governor General and Council to remit 
20,000 7 — per month in our claim; but the gene- 
rolity of Captain Popham, and the juſtice of the Eng- 
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liſh Government, were equally thrown away on the 
Ranah.. The ſervice for which he had required our 
troops was performed, and he thought that he no lon- 
ger wanted our aſſiſtance. He uſed every evaſion to 
avoid the payment ; he pleaded inability ; he requeſted 
a reſpite until the harveſt could be reaped ; and when 
he found that Captain Popham was poſitive in de- 
manding a ſupply of money for the relief of his troops, 
who were then greatly diſtreſſed, he peeviſhly replied, 
that he would pay their arrears, and that they might 
re-croſs the Jumna, and return to their own country. 
One month's pay, in part of the arrears, was at length 
obtained ; but as the Ranah would not pay the remain- 
der, Captain Popham did not think himſelf authorized 
to move without it; he continued therefore in the 
Ranah's country ; and although the uſage he had mer 
with might have damped the zeal of a leſs active officer, 
he loſt no opportunity of promoting the welfare of our 
faithleſs ally. The rains had now et in, and the dif- 
ficulties of marching were very great; yet Captain 
Popham, with his little army, moved frem Lohar in 
purſuit of the ſtraggling parties of Marattahs, who ſtill 
continued to infeſt the neighbourhood. In theſe. ope- 
rations he was almoſt unſupported ; for the Ranah had 
returned to Ghode, and not more than 3 or 400 of his 
troops remained with the Engliſh army. By the ſpi- 
rited exertions of Captain Popham, the Marattahs were 
ſoon totally driven beyond the confines of the Ranah's 
dominions ; ſtill, however, they poſſeſſed the Fort of 
Gualiar ; and it was evident, that if it was ſuffered to 
remain in their hands, they might renew their depreda- 
tions and encroachments on the Ranah's territories, 
whenever he ſhould be deprived of the protection of 
the Engliſh forces; and it was our intereſt to weaken - 
their power, and divert their operations. / 
This fort had long been reckoned impregnable. 
The enterprizing mind of the Engliſh commanding 
officer was not to be diſcouraged by any difficulties : 
he formed the idea of reducing it, and for this purpoſe 
encamped. at about eleven miles diſtance, at a place 
called Raypoor. The Ranah about this time became 
1 Aa 2 * mare 
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more urgent than ever for the return of the Engliſh 
troops: but, as he ſtill evaded the payment of their 
ſubſidy, Captain Popham could not comply. He 


ſhewed daily ſigns of diſcontent and ſuſpicion ; meſ- . 


ſages were canſtantly paſſing betwixt him and the Ma- 
ratta officer in Gualiar; and it was generally reported 
that he would ſoon make peace with the Marattahs, and 
diſmiſs the Engliſh croops from his territories. Sa 
manifeſt, in ſhort, were the ſigus of his diſaffection, 
that Captain Popham could not truſt him with his 
plans. Gualiar was aſſailed on the 3d of Auguſt, 1780, 
in the dead of night, and taken by a mancevre, which, 


for the ſecrecy and boldneſs of its execution, equals : 


any thing to be met with in hiſtory, The glory of 
this enterprize was reſerved for the Engliſh alone, as 
the Ranah was not informed of the deſign, until he 
heard that, on the morning of the gth, the Engliſh 
flag was diſplayed on the walls of the fort. 
"The reduCtion of this important fortreſs opened a, 
new ſource of contention. Encouraged by the eaſineſs 
with which we had delivered up our former conqueſts, 
the Ranah claimed immediate poſſeſſion of it. On 
the other hand, the Engliſh government thought it 
neceſſary that this important fortreſs ſhould remain in 
poſſeſſion of our troops, as, during the continuance of 
the war with the Maratta ſtate, the ſafety of the acqui- 
fition might be hazarded, if it were left to be protected. 
by the Ranah's. Theſe were the reaſons. ſer forth by 
the Board, in their letter to the Court of Directors of 
the 26th Auguſt, 1780. Additional reaſons were 
4 ſuggeſted at different times, which, though 
do not give them as my ſentiments, (for they were 
not mine,) had their influence on the Board, in conti- 
nuing for ſome months to retain poſſeſſion of this fort, 
t covered the expedition which was at that time pro- 


jected, and afterwards carried into execution under 
Colonel Camac; jt was the key of Hindoſtan; it opened 


a communication to Malva; it was a pledge of the 


Ranah's fidelity; and. one of the members gave his 


opinion, that it ought to be kept, to be made uſe 
of in an accommodation with the Marattahs ;” and, 
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in ſtritneſs, the treaty between the Ranah and us did 
not expreſsly require that this fort ſnould be delivered 
over to him, until the concluſion of the peace with 
the Marattahs. To quiet, however, as far as poſſible, 
the apprehenſions of the Ranah, I wrote to him a let - 
ter, containing the following ſentence (7th September 
1780, 6th Rep. App* 291): I now find. that the 
* conduct of Captain Popham has given you appre- 
* henſions of the ſincerity of our intentions in this 
ce point (the delivery of the fort). The caſe is this: 
6 You yourſelf are well acquainted with the import- 
« ance of this place to us both, during the preſent 
« war with the Marattahs, and muſt be well convinced 
ce that the retaining poſſeſſion of it is of the. utmoſt 
*« conſequence. in the future operations againſt our 
« enemies in that quarter. I muſt therefore requeſt 
ce that you will ſuffer it to remain in our poſſeſſion, 
te till the final concluſion of the preſent war with the 
« Marattahs ; declaring to you at the ſame time, that, 
« as ſoon as peace ſhall have taken place with them, 
ce the fort of Gualiar ſhall be delivered up into your 
* hands. It is your's; it is your right; nor has this 
* government any idea of alienating it. 
But theſe aſſurances had no effect on the Ranah. He 
withdrew from the Engliſh. He refuſed to 22 
arrears of the ſubſidy, and openly exclaimed that the 
Engliſh, in retaining the fort of Gualiar, had broken 
their faith with him, The fear of puniſhment how- 
ever on the one fide, and his hopes of ſome time ob- 
taining from us this fort on the other, prevented him 
from taking a decided part againſt us. Theſe motives 
obliged him to preſerve ſome Eee whilſt he 
inveighed againſt us, and dete all the neighbour- 
ing Rajahs from uniting with us. GT: 
Afterwards, when Colonel Camac arrived: at Ghode 
and it was thought expedient-to make a diverſion of 
the Maratta forces, which. were then oppoſed. to Ge- 
neral Goddard in Guzzerat, by carrying, the. war into. 
the heart of Madajee Scindia's. country, application 
Wag to the Ranah to furniſh 10, ooo horks agree · 
ably to the p th article of the treat. For 2 


* 
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he endeavoured to amuſe the Colonel with promiſes; 
and at laſt, with great reluctance, he ſent with our 
army two wretched battalions of infantry, and leſs 
than 200 horſe, and theſe were, in fact, rather an in- 
cumbrance than an aid, for the Colonel was obliged to 
ſubſiſt them with money from the Company's cheſt; 
and he has often been heard to expreſs apprehenſions 
(which he affirmed were too well founded) of their 
deſerting to the enemy. e ans 

The Rajah of Narwar, and every chief who had 
correſpondence with us, were loud in their exclama- 
tions againſt the treachery of the Ranah's conduct to- 
wards the Engliſh ;—they aſſerted, that he was treat- 
ing with Sindia for his ſafety, by deſerting us, and 
that he made a merit with that prince of his evading 
to join Colonel Camac. To this period all the mi- 
nuter parts of the preceding detail, which are inſerted 
to form the connection, and all the facts which do 
not appear on our own records, are extracted from a 
proteſt which was prepared by Colonel Camac againſt 
the Ranah, but which conſiderations of policy pre- 
vented him from delivering. | f 

Such were the diſadvantages under which Colonel 
Camac marched into the Marattah country. The 
great object of the expedition was indeed accompliſh- 
ed, in drawing Madajee Sindia from the Guzerat Pro- 
vinces, where he had long powerfully oppoſed Gene- 
ral Goddard, and obliged him to attend to the ſafety 
of his own dominions. But the event had almoſt prov- 
ed faral to our army, for when it had reached Seronge 
the Colonel found himſelf harraſſed on all fides by 
parties of the enemy, his proviſions were intercepted, 
and 5 princes whom he expected to join him all ſtood 
aloo 5 | > | PE - FLA FS, 1 
In this ſituation, when the army was reduced to 
great diſtreſs for proviſions, it was determined to re- 
turn towards the Ranah's country, and letters were 
diſpatched to the commander in chief, deſiring that 
the troops then ſtationed at Futtyghur, under the 
command of Colonel Muir, might be fent to ſupport 
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The Futtyghur detachment was accordingly ſent, and 
arrived at Ghode on the 29th March 1781, where Co- 
lonel Muir received intelligence of Colonel Camac's 
having ſurprized Sindia's camp near Colares, on the 
24th of the ſame month, and of his having put the 

arattah army to flight, and taken ſeveral guns and 


elephants, and a quantity of ammunition. In the let- 


ter which I received from the Colonel, dated 29th _ 
March 1781, on this occaſion, there is the following 
remarkable paragraph : 1 

% My accounts == Sippery further mention, that - 
cc letters have been intercepted from the Ranah to Sin- 
« dia, wherein the Ranah congratulates him on the 
« ſucceſſes which have attended all his late ſchemes _ 
« in diſtreſſing the Engliſh army, and warmly recom- 
« mends Sindia's marching part of his army into his 
« country, with aſſurances of not only joining him 
« with all his own force, but that all the Rajahs and 
« Chiefs around are ready to follow the fortune of 
« Sindia ; and indeed I muſt confeſs that the whole 
of the Rana's conduct for ſome time paſt has been 
« ſuch as to give ſome grounds for crediting this re- 
« port; and without deſcending to particulars, of 
* which you muſt have long ſince information, I ſhall 
ce only beg leave to obſerve, that ever ſince I have en- 
ce tered his country it has been with difficulty I have 
« procured a ſufficiency of proviſions to anſwer the 
te daily conſumption in my camp, although the great- . 
« eſt encouragement has been publiſhed throughout 
ce the country, nor has the value of a rupee been 
© taken without paying for it; and all this I have the 
« moſt poſitive proof has been owing to prohibitions pub- 
cc liſhed by our ſuppoſed ally the Ranah. To this treat- 
© ment, when we add his late evaſions and non- com- 
« pliance to every N by Captain Palmer to 
« march to Camac's aſſiſtance - theſe are circumſtan- 
cc ces, which if not abſolute proofs of his diſaffection, 
<« they are at leaſt ſtrong indications to ſuſpect him; 
« how far Colonel Camac's recent ſucceſs, and my 


« entering this country with ſo formidable a force, 


: 4 . 4 


cc may 
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* may operate on him to take a deciſive part, a very 
« few days muſt now determine.” 
Colonel Muir did not arrive at Antry till the 4th of 
April; the many diſappointments he met with in pro- 
curing cattle to bring ſupplies of grain had delayed 
his progreſs ; and having had no affiſtance from the 
Ranah, the difficulties he experienced were beyond 
conception. Every perſuaſion in his power was uſed, 
but to no purpoſe, for the Ranah ſtill kept aloof, and 
his example deterred uw of the neighbouring princes 
from eſpouſing our cauſe. | OM. 
About this time a meaſure was adopted by the Coun- 
cit of Fort William (then reduced to two members, 
myſelf, and Mr. Wheler) which ought to have diſſi- 
pated all the Ranah's ſuſpicions, and rivetted him to 
dur alliance for ever. 
An order was iſſued, on the 2d of April, for deli- 
vering up to him the Fort of Gualiar. oe 
Whilſt the fort was _ in our hands, I could make 
every allowance for the ſuſpicions and even the diſaf- 
fection ſhewn towards us by our ally: But if any thing 
could be offered in extenuation of his conduct, pre- 
vious to the Ee of it, what ſhall we ſay if we find 
him afterwards uniformly purſuing a fyftem of fraud 
and treachery? N - ; 
Colonel Muir, on the goth May 1781, wrote to 
me from Jomgery, as follows: © Immediately on m 
ec having received advice of the Rana's being in poſſeſ- 
cc ſion of Gualiar, I addreſſed him agreeable to the 
e Board's inſtructions, a copy of which, with his an- 


te ſwers, and tranſlations of each, I now do myſelf 


cc the pleaſure to encloſe you. So very evaſive and 
tc unſatisfactory a reply had determined me to proteſt 
ec againſt him without further delay; but juſt as it was 
4 ready for difpatch, I received ſuch information from 
« a gentleman of my family, whom I ſent ſome time 
« ago to reſide with the Rana (with inſtructions to 
« keep a watchful guard over his coriduct) as inclined 
* me to ſuſpend my proteſt for a few days, and give 
«« him an opportunity of reflecting on the conſequences 
ee that he had to expect, ſhould my operations be pro- 

7 cc craſtinated 
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0 craſtinated through any delay on his part. 1 am 
© further induced to poſtpone puſhing him to extre- 
©. mity, as I had received advice of a quantity of grain 
© having been purchaſed and ready to be diſpatehed 
* — difervne parts of his country: and as this ſup- 


<< ply muſt arrive in a few days, I ſhall, until then, 


< defer my proteſt, which I however ſtin hope his 
e conduct will render unneceſſary. Report ſays, the 
e Rana is collecting his forces; and he has declared 
to Lieutenant Gowan (now with him) that by the 
< expiration'of the 12 days (mentioned in my jetter 
te him) he will join me with 3, ooo horſes, and 4 
© battalions of his infantry. The ſincerity of 'theſe 
<« aſſurances a ſew days will determine. I cannot pre- 
ec tend to declare any fixed 1 the Rana's 
<« ſentiments His conduct muſt now be the only erĩ- 
<« terion to judge by; and it affords me a molt ſincere 
Ke ſatisfaction, when I reflect that I muſt, in a few 
ce days, — to the ultimate wy”. when he muſt 
ue prove himſel 

< an open enem to che Co any; whoſe t s have 
ce 2 — tiki 1 wil 2s mention 9 pt de 
cc treacberous conduB. I am, & e.. 

The Ranah ſtill perſiſted in his evations: At erigeh, 
on the xr 3th June, the Colonel drew out the following 
proteſt, a copy of which he communicated to the Go- 
vernor General and Council, in his letter of the 2oth 
July 178 1. Both the letter and proteſt are before the 
Houſe; but as the latter contains ſeveral boos 0 
. 4 wall” FAN Fermion c read wy 
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tiktar ul Dotolab Bebudur, on the proceedings of the 
Mabarajab 2 her 85 ing, peg Deller 
* Bebudur. 8 


« Whereas f in the ede Were e 
ban ra one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine, 
and of the Higera in the month of Zecada one thou- 
N . D We and ee the contracting 


yu * 


— 


| 
| 
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parties, that is to Gs the ſaid Maharajah Rana on tris 


part of the Engliſh Company, did conclude and ratify, 
ſign and ſeal, a and firm treaty of alliance 


.and friendſhip between each other, and in — 


to which the Engliſh Gentlemen have in every reſpe 


Fulfilled their engagements and promiſes to the Maha- 
Tajah Rana: and whereas the Maharajah Rana has 
failed in many points agreed upon, ſuch as in being 


dilatory and neglectful in the payment of ſeventy thou- 
ſand „ month by month, for each of the Com- 


ny's battalions ſent to his aſſiſtance, according to the 


ad article of the treaty; in withholding the ſhare of 


the Engliſn in the revenues of the Cutchoowergar, as 

preſcribed in the 4th article of the treaty; in corre- 
ſponding with the Marattas without communication to 
the Engliſh ;- and furthermore, in being inattentive in 


regard to the ſupplying of Colonel Muir's army with 


grain in their march tl his country, and in 82 


other acts of inſincerity, it is become neceſſary 
make known to the 1 of Hindoſtan the deſecdion 


of the ſaid Maharajah Rana, and the good faith of the 
Engizſh nation, to the end that an infraction of the 


treaty may not in anywiſe be imputed to the Governor 
General and Council, or they be ſuppoſe to have de- 


viated from the ſtricteſt juſtice. 

„% But whereas principally it was ſtipulated and con- 
tracted ſor by the Maharajah Rana, in the 5th article 
of the treaty, that whenever the war between the 


Engliſh and Marattas ſhould be carried into the Ma- 


rattas Country, he ſhould on requiſition furniſh ten 


| thouſand cavalry at his own expence towards their 
_ effiſtance; yet though this force was frequently and 
urgently required during the command of Colonel 
Camac, the Maharajah — 5 pleaded his not being in 


Lenny | of the forifeſs of Gualiar, in excuſe for his 
compliance. Now though Gualiar had been taken 
ſolely by the valour and conduct of the Engliſh arms, 


— and though the immediate ſurrender of the 
Tas * not enjoined by che treaty, yet the Eogliſh, 


gentlemen, 


&* 3 * 4 


part, and the Governor General and Council on the 


without any military aid whatever from the Maharaja 


1 I _— _ * 


— . . ̃¾ , , ĩ ·˖ ( 
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„IIe 
gentlemen, ſolely to evince an extraordinary regard 
to public faith, gave up the fortreſs, with all its 
cannon and ſtores, to the Maharajah Rana. 

« Moreover, the Maharajah Rana, after being in- 
veſted with the poſſeſſion. of the ſaid fortreſs, repeat- 
edly promiſed to join the Engliſh army, but being 
_ to fulfil hed! e engagements, he ſtill evaded their 
execution on the moſt frivolous pretences. Finally, 
whereas the Maharajah Rana wrote us a letter in theſe 
expreſs terms, on the ſixteenth of Zemmadi ul Sany, 
« I will join the Engliſh camp;”—and even from 
his- promiſe has alſo ſwerved ; it cannot but be mani- 
feſt, that the Maharajah Rana has not performed i 
anywiſe his part of the treaty, and that he is total 7 
difinclined from aſſiſting the Engliſn. 
ce It is on all theſe conſiderations become 1 incum- 
bent upon me, who command the Engliſh army now 
on ſervice againſt the Marattas, in the dominions of 
the Maharajah Mihieput Sing Tughinda Bahadur, the 
Rajah of Nurwa, to publiſh, in my own name, this 
written memorial and proteſt, on account of the vio- 
lation of the treaty.——Be it therefore known to all 
the princes and nobles of Hindoſtan, to high and to- 
low, and to the whole world, that, compelled by ne- 
ceſſity, and by theſe breaches of the treaty, I from 
this day — all intercourſe whatever with the Ma- 
harajah Rana, either by letter or embaſſy, until the 
pleaſure of the Governor General and Council on 
theſe remiſes ſhall be underſtood. +» | 

iven at the Enghſh camp, near the 1 e of 
8 the 20th Jemmadi ul Sani, A. H. 1195, or? 
un ee ata of the nnn Era Nen. "F145 


- (Signed) | G. . 
Signed). "Tho Ford, 0 
3 Interpreter,” N ob 470 


This * was ſent to Lieutenant George Gowan, + 
who aced at that time as the Colonel's agent with the + 
Rana; but as the Colonel was deſirous X {till giving 
as . an opportunity of * a total ſepa- 

B b 2 ration, 


army under ten of 


that you do inſtanti 


ration, it 8 „ gr 
ſent with re We n 


| «To 88 4 & 0. 4h Fade: 1 
de F have it in command from Colonel Muir, to 
tranſmit you a proteſt in the Perſian language, imat 
agreeable to the orders of the Governor General and 


Council, and from the Rana's ill- Judged conduct, he 
has been obliged to prepare againſt the proctedings of 


tranſlation of that paper. 

te It is the Colonel's pleaſure, chat immediately 
vpon the receipt of them you do wait upon the Ma- 
karajah Rana, and inform him of your having them in 
your poſſe ſſion, and of theſe conſequent aftoubtions, to 

which you are invariably to conform. 
Aſter this elucidation, you will pleaſe to redline 
from him  wriccer engagement, under his ſeal and 
ſignature, to join on a certain ſpecifie day (not to ex- 
eeed the tenth from your e of this letter) the 
onel Muir, agreeably 
gth irinls of the 


to the ſpirit and meaning of the 


— with the — Company, or with ſuch 
force and ſupplies of roviſions, as can dem 
by that period colle& for the ſervice. 


« Byc mould che ava gy; Rana, unde any: pre- 
tent or evaſion whatſoever, decline or reſuſe to enter 
into this agreement; or after Raving entered into it as 
before Tpecifiey neglect of be dilatory i in its N 
ance, it is the Colonel's poſitive order, in ſuch caſe, 
and in form, deliver to him the 
i m_ N r to this 8 with 


lam, on, ove 5 
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that Prince ; accompanying alſo 1 ſend Jar! a true 


an] 


1 amy not in poſſeſſion of the letters which were 
written by Lieutenat Gowan to the Colonel, and I do 
not recolle& the excuſes which the Rana made for de- 
ferring to comply with the Colonel's requiſitions. I 
find, however, that nothing was produced by theſe re- 

uiſitions, and that Colonel Muir afterwards deputed 
Captain Ford, to whom it appears he wrote the fol- 

lowing letters, under date 17th and 2 1ſt July, 


e To Captain Thomas Ford, 


*] have the pleaſure of your's of yeſterday : With 
reſpe& to the conditions held out by the Rana, they 
are ſo very abſurd, that any reply almoſt becomes un- 
neceſſary : He ſays he ere. . upon no other terms 
than upon my engaging to furniſh his troops with | 
viſions. Surely this is a requiſition you might have 
taken upon you to have given the moft poſitive reply 
to. The Rana cannot ſurely have the aſſurance of 
making my inability of ſupplying him a plea for his 
non-compliance with the article of the treaty which 
reſpects this expedition. I requeſt you will fully ex- 
8 (what he is perfectly acquainted with) to the 
Rana, the difficulties J experience daily in procurin 
grain for my own troops, and how inpratticable f 
find it to fave the leaſt overplus to lay up as a maga- 
zine; of courſe the impropriety of my entering into 

an engagement to ſupply him with what I plainly 

_ perceive the impoſſibility of my fulfilling ; you will 
alſo remind the Rana of the expectations of our : 
vernment regarding his fupplying my detachment with - 
proviſions, my perfect knowledge of the poſitive - 

roofs of his country abounding in grain, and that 

is exertions were and are only wanted, to adopt ſuch _ 
meaſures as would encourage the Benjarees and Bepa- 
rees to proceed to my camp with alacrity and fatis« * 
fe SETS 2h 3 PIR OS 
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N. 
. The Rana, from your * Se d e 


to underſtand, that my anſwer to his very poſitive re- 


quiſition is to determine him in the meaſure he is 
under the neceſſity to adopt without delay: It there- 
ſore behoves me to authorize you to acquaint him, 
that notwithſtanding the Board's inſtructions to me, 
directing me to demand his aſſiſtance reſpecting ſup- 
Plies, I am ready to forego every demand on him of 
that nature, and will, as Thee hitherto done, endea- 
vour to ſupply myſelf, as he muſt his oops, without 
any promiſe of aſſiſtance from me. 
_ * After having delivered yourſelf as above to the 
Rana, you will, as if by my requeſt, particularly cau- 
tion him, and point out to him, how much the Go- 
vernor has already been diſappointed in his expecta- 
tions — how much the ſervice has been retarded by 
his moſt unaccountable conduct. Remark that the pre- 


ſent-is a moſt critical juncture, and that the leaſt abate- 


ment in our expected aſſiſtance ſrom him cannot fail 
of making him obnoxious to a government who have 
ſuffered themſelves to be too _ amuſed by * eva- 


"= N 


Ia am, | Sir, « 


a « 


3 771 ö Tour obedient ſervant,” 
; 33th. Joly 51. N= 
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EXTRACTS 455 a 3 from Colonel Moir t to 


. Thomas Ford; dated Siflac, 211t July, 1781. 


40 1 have the pleaſure ys ws your letter of yeſterday, 
covering one from, the Rana, I am ſorry to obſerve. 
that the arguments you have, urged to ſtimulate him 
to performance of his engagements have not been 
attended wan ſucceſs; and, as I am perfectiy —— 


„ 2 
9 f . 1 6 


(Signed) 6: MUIR,” 


Det! 
he wants inclination (and not the power) to fulfil 
every article required of him, I can conſider his pre- 
ſent pretences to the contrary in no other light than a 
freſh proof of what I have long ſuſpected, viz. a de- 
termined reſolution in him, not only to fail in fulfill- 
ing every eſſential aſſiſtance expected from him as an 
ally, but even to throw obſtructions in the way of the 
ſupplies coming to the army. Lou will be pleaſed to 
deſire the Rana to recur to his engagements, as ſtipu- 
lated in the treaty; his moſt ſacred promiſes of aſfliſt- 
ance.to the Governor, and to me, ſince his being put 
in poſſeſſion of Gualior ; and the length of time he 
has had to prepare and equip an army, in every reſpect 
adequate to that I have repeatedly pointed out to him: 
after which you will recommend him to his cool re- 
flections, and then let him account to our government 
% AA ( 
„ Upon the whole, you will be pleaſed to inform 
the Rana, that ſo fully convinced as I am of his 
ability to fulfil every engagement, and afford every 
aſſiſtance required o him, I cannot of courſe any 
longer admit of ſuch vague excuſes as he has all alon 
held out as pleas for his delay. His laſt demand 5 
aſſiſtance from me to ſupply his tropps with proviſions 
(as the only condition upon which he would join) is ſo 
ſitive a proof of his infidelity, that fo far from de- 
ſerving any ſerious reply, I ought, in juſtice to myſelf, 
not to have heſitated in obeying the orders of govern- 
ment, by immediately proteſting againſt him for in- 
fraction of the treaty. . 3 
„ From what is above ſet forth, you will be guided 
in every reſpect as to.what I ſhall conſider vague and 
frivolous excuſes ; you will in conſequence. acquaint 
the Rana, that I am determined not to ſuffer myſelf 
to be any longer amuſed with his evaſive promiſes and 
unaccountable delays, by which the public ſervice has 
already ſuſtained more injury than it would have. done 
by an early poſitive refuſal on his part. OM 
3 Should you ſee no probability of effecting a fa- 
vourable change in the Rana's conduct, I deſire tr 
„ | "TOA ws - 3 
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vill inform him, that I ſhall without delay proteſt, 

* agreeably to my inſtructions, and refer him to the 
Council; after which you will 88 to Joke me at 
_ conveniency. 5 


Theſe are the only W wink Colonel Muir and 
Capt. Ford which have come into my hands, and theſe 
are ſurely enough to ſhew that the Rana ſtil} evaded 
to fulfil the terms of his treaty, and that the excuſes 

he aſſigned are frivolous and * — * 

During the important period which was thus waſted 
in e to 3 our faithleſs ally to a ſenſe 
of his duty, Colonel Muir had joined the troops com- 
manded by Colonel Camac, and was laying with the 
united army at Siſſac, a place ſituated in the Maratta 
dominĩons, feveral days journey beyond the frontiers 
of the Rana's country. . 

' His troops were ſuffering great hardſhips: from Sek- 


2 neſs and want of ifions. The main body of the 


enemy, under Mahajee Scindia, was lying very cloſe 
to them, and parties of horfe were hovering about, 
harraſſing his camp and intercepting his inc Foy 4 
It appears that the Rana, being reduced to the al- 
e of either joining the Colonel or relinquiſh- 
our alliance, did at laſt join about the beginning 
A Auguſt, but with a body of troops very oe ori 4 1 
what 2 had ſtipulated, and very unequal to the pe 


formance of any ſervice, being only 2 battalions of 


infantry, and- 1,200 cavalry. 


About this time oyertures were TE by the Ma- | 


rattas for commencing a negociation for peace. Th 
were made through the Rana, and the Colonel 90 


it adviſeable to encourage them: accordingly, on the 


16th Auguſt, Chimnagee Row, the Maratta Envoy, 
arrived in the Rana's camp, where he had a conference 
with Captain Ford,” who afterwards introduced him to 
Colonel Muir. In the mean time the Colonel applied 


to me for inſtructions and powers to treat: theſe were 


immediately ſent to him; and on the 13th Ottober, « 
= was 9 concluded betwixt the Colonel 285 
Mahajee 
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Madagee Seindia, in which the Colonel, agreeable to 
the inſtructions I had ſent him, particularly included 
the Rana, ſtipulating that the Fort of Gualior ſhould 
be preſerved to him, and that the country taken poſ- 


ſeſſion of by the Engliſh from the Marattas, on the 


ſouth ſide of the Jumna, ſhould be reſtored, or, in 
other words, that the Rana ſhould retain: the acquiſi- 
tions which he poſſeſſed without our participation, and 


chat all thoſe in which he held a ſhare ſhould be given 


up. Having thus, in ſpite of all the evils which had 


| atiſen from the Rana's infidelity, adhered on our parts 


to every article of our agreement, and attended to his 
intereſts even to the very concluſion of peace, let us 
ſee how the Rana conducted himſelf in this laſt ſcene. 
— The following is a copy of a letter which I received 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Muir to the Governor 
ee ee e eee e 

Dear Sir, Seffac, 6th October, 1781. 

c IJ have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
the original and duplicate of your letter of the roth 
ultimo, with the 8 papers that accompanied 
them. The anſwer which I had given to Scindia's 
propoſals coincided almoſt exactly and verbatim with 
your own ſentiments on this occaſion, and would very 


1 have effected an earlier termination of the 


uſineſs, had not a diſcovery been made, during the 
courſe of the negociation, of an incident that might 
have produced embarraſſing conſequences, had not our 
honour been held in higher eſtimation than that of its 
machinator.—-Chimnajee Row being preſſed to admit 
the Ranah as a party in the treaty, objected to the 
propoſition, and, upon our importunity, urged the im- 
N of the demand, declaring openly, that the 

anah had made a ſeparate written engagement with 


Scindia, by which the whole of his poſſeſſions were 


ſeeutech to him. This clandeſtine tranſaction was even 
4 ; GC | carried 


Reer 


| CDs Þ 
carried on in our own camp during the Ranah's laſt 
-vikit here; immediately after which he withdrew to 
.Gualior, promiſing to return in fifteen days; which he 
has nor only evadedever ſince, but remanded his army, 
and on the whole appears totally unconcerned as to 
our affairs. Notwithſtanding theſe inſults, I have pre- 
vailed upon Scindia's agents that his preſent dominions 
_ ſhall be guaranteed by the treaty, ſpecifically including 
the fortreſs of Gualior.—It will not however be unin- 
tereſting to you to be informed, that notwithſtanding 
the unfair precautions taken by the Ranah, the Ma- 
rattas themſelves ſeem greatly diſſatisfied with his 
conduct, and Chimnagee gives me ſome encouragement 
to expect, that a copy of his treaty ſhall be delivered 
to me; a point which I have much at heart to gain, 
and which is evidently of the higheſt importance. 

« The treaty is at laſt fairly made our, and is this 
day tranſmitted to Scindia for his approbation : to- 
morrow it will be returned; and, if approved, Captain 
Ford will be diſpatched to his camp to fee his ſignature 
and ſeal affixed ; afrer which interview, I ſhall be able 


© I cannot conclude this letter, 8 


„ >” 


— aſſure you the perfect reſpeRt aud eſteem, with which 


hd 


4 4 * 
5 am 2 * Ce 1 " N p 1 
. ? ” * # ? = : L 8 * 4 * —_ 7 a? * * 9 7 — * « 77 18 * „ 3 * E * 4 LS Fa Py 2 
3 24.7 S- * + 8 S # & How , KA $ 4 — * * 2 * k * * 13 14 14 4 * W 7 4 25 12 2 ; 1 4 
* : | 4 4 | : 
vl 
3 al 


* 
* 
(8 


# * * 
„ id 8 % - N 1. 16 45 4 ue d y 
TFT 
5 N . : _—_—— v ö | ©. +a 

__—_ 21 bf 3 4 8 1 £35 44 


„ . * * $4 
1 7 1 « 25 SEX 8 f 2 p 
. S EH . t# E 3 $5 go 2 + SH * 5 3 £ = + 7 1 
c, 8 7 q * | 2 
4 od +4454 3 * + = #7 4 F 
| 

* * pes SY 7 * « 

* $4 1 3 3 at £ w 
3 3% 5 ; CO 

Iz: 4 2 2 * ; — # 4 : 2 
oy 8 5 © 

7 3 * 8 

4 * 
. 
U 


OLA n 1 I» ow 


Sn + ®.- * LY "4: 2 We: * 5 
89 N 


ä L 197 J 
Colonel Muir afterwards procured a copy of the 
agreement granted by Scindia to the Ranah, which he 
tranſmitted to me, under the atteſtation of Sewajee 
Etul, one of the Maratta Chiefs, who bore rank in 
—1 1 Scindia himſelf, 2 who had been 
chiefly employed in negociating and ſettling the whole 


A tranſlation of this inftrument is in poſſeſſion of 
the Honourable Houſe : Iwill not therefore further 
iſs on their time, than to remark, that it is of a 
nature altogether inconſiſtent with the faith which was 
due to us by the Ranah, and that there is one article 
in it in particular, where he endeavours to reſtrain 
the Marattas from making peace with the Europeans, 
meaning thereby undoubtedly the Engliſh nation, with 
whom they were then at war, and whom he was bound 
to aſſiſt as their ally. So glaring an act of treachery 
rendered the Ranah unworthy of our further protection. 
In the treaty which Colonel Muir had concluded 
with Madajee Scindia, an opening was by my defire 
left fot a general pacification with all the Maratta 
powers; and as I was deſirous of effecting an object, 
which the ſituation of our affairs both in India and in 
Europe rendered ſo deſirable, I deputed Mr. Anderſon, 
who was at that time with me at Benares, with full 
powers to negociate on behalf of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment: and in the inſtructions which I gave. him on 
his departure, I inſerted the * ph which I have 
before quoted, viz. You, will of courſe be attentive 
« to any engagements ſubſiſting between us and other 
« powers, in ſettling the terms of peace and alliance 
« with, the Marattas; I except from this precaution 
« the Ranah of Gohud, who has been 3 of the 
© moſt flagrant breach of faith towards us in every 
r inſtance, after a moſt faithful and ſcrupulous per- 
ce formance of every ſtipulation in his favour by us, 
« and after we had ſaved him and his country from 
« certain deſtruction: leave him to ſettle his own 
« affairs with the Marattas. {ogg war wid 44 | 
te you complete intelligence regarding the Ranah's 
7 8 | 6. CY oY * * conduct, 
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cc conduct, and from this "us will judge whether he is 
$6 worthy, of being any longer conſidered as our ally.” 
Mr. Anderſon accordingly held ſeveral conferences 
with Colenel Muir in his camp at Etaya, and received 
from him full information of the treachery of the 
Ranah, and of the many inſtances in which he had 
violated his engagements with the Engliſu. He pur- 
ſued his enquiries, aſter his arrival in the Maratta 


camp, en the only point which could not be intro- 


vertibly proved from Colonel Muir's own: knowledge, 
namely, the ſeparate agreement ſettled between the 
Ranah and the Ma Marattas, and he communicated the 
reſult to me, in a letter dated the 29th January, 1782. 
The letter is long, and is already before the Houſe; 
but as it contains material inormatio, 18 beg 


6 . 


nd | 
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kana of Bengal Secret Cnfulions the 18th 
| 1 11 


them Sir, 


a . Eneloſed, Thaye the AP bs fend 15 vide 
plicate of my. letter of the 26th inſtant. | 

* ſhall in this letter giye you as full an account as 
I have been able to procbre, of the preſent diſputes 
berwixt the Marattas and the Ranah o | Ghode.—The 
claims « of the Marattas are as follow: 
* iſt. They claim a right to the reftitution of 
Cutchpagar, the tertitory which was conquered fro 
them by the Aten forces of the Ranah and the Eng. 
lich, and which, according to the treaty. of Colonel 
Muir, mould have been reſtored to the Marattas, 

Bow Bow Buck ty Was ſent with à body of troops to collect 
the revenue 3 it, and in ſbme parts his aumils have 
been eſtabliſhed ; "but "the principal forts have, — 
ver, continued ih the ' poſſeſſion the Ranah. The 
Marattas' demand, therefore, either the entire fur- 
render of theſe forts, © or a fi fixed reyenue, at the rate 'of 


SIPS per annum. os. 
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* Theſe claims have for ſome time paſt given riſe 


| 7 


| 1 -a99 31 
cc ad. A tribute on account of the diſtrict of Binde. 
It appears that this claim is derived from the time 
when that country was in the poſſeſſion of the Marat- 
tas. It was taken from them by the late Vizier, Sujah 
ul Doulah, when he reduced the countries on this ſide 
of the Jumnah, as far as Janſey; and, at the requeſt 
of the Ranah, it was given by the Vizier to Buht Sing, 
Rajah of Badour. It was afterwards taken from him 
by Aſoph ul Doulah, and given to Himmut Bahader. 
Again it fell into the poſſeſſion of Buht Sing; when 
Himmut Buhadre, alarmed at the deligns of Moktur 
ul Doulab, fled to Nudzif Cawn, at Delhy. This 
claim, therefore, is in fact not againſt the Ranah, but 


againſt Buht Sing, who. ſtill retains poſſeſſion of the 


diſtrict of Binde. But the Ranah has drawn it upon 


himſelf, by aſſuming the patronage of Buht Sing, and 


the. mana nt of his political intereſts, and declar- 
ing he will ſtand forth in his defence. 

e qd. Five mehals of Sukerwary, which of old be- 
longed to Nurwur and Gualier. They were afterwards 
conquered by the Marattas, and annexed to Cudeir, 
under Eetit Row. Some years ago they were reduced 
dy the Ranah. The Marattas are deſirous of reco- 
vering theſe / five mehauls, though I am not ſure if 


_ they have yet formally demanded them from the 


Ranah.” | 


to a variety of diſcuſſions ; and on my arrival in camp, 


I found that there was a negociation on fogt hetwixt 


Sindia and the Ranah, which was conducted on the 
See the latter by Hir Pirrſhaad, Moonſhey of 


wajee Eetul. The Ranah, it is ſaid, elaimed the 

urchwagar-country, agreeable. to the ſepatate treaty 
_ 3 2 br | ——.— ou N 4 2 
culty lay in jettiing the annuay FEVENUE. For the pre-. 
ſent year, in particular, the Banah claimed Jarge de, 
ductions on account of the dations and collections 
made by Bow Buckſey. To the: ſecond claim alſo 
the Ranah was: willing to agree, but he claimed a de- 
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Which, though they had formerly belonged to Bend 
- Had for many years paſt been annexed to his own poſ- 
ſeffions. For ſome days there remained a proſpee 

an accommodation, till Sindia thought it 1 

accelerate the negociation, by letting looſe. is Finde 

Ties on the Ranah's country. 

e Both parties then applied to me, as bs Repreſen. | 
ative of the Engliſh government. The Ranah com- 
Plained generally of the bad faith of the Marattahs, 
and the intentions which they had formed of deviating 
from the terms of their agreements reſpecting him, as 
ſtipu — in the treaty of Colonel Muir. - Sindia ap- 
particularly : he ſent a meſſage to me by 
plea mor Buckſey, 7 reſenting that diſputes had ariſen 
betwixt him and the Ranah; that he had in vain en- 
deavoured to ſettle them by amicable means. He 
fad now advanced to the borders of the Ranah's coun- 
try, hut could not proceed farther until he had aſked 
3 advice, as Repreſentative of the Engliſh govern- 
ment, Teſt his conduct might occaſion diſputes betwixt 
him and the Sagi which he was mate defirous 
of avoiding.” | 
The anſwer which 1 muſt ultimately give to theſe 
applications was clearly pointed out in my inftruc- 
tions, but ſeveral reaſons induced me to defer giving 
any anſwer whatſoever for a few days. - 

% During my ſtay at Etaya, Colonel Muir com- 
| Þlained much of the conduct of the Ranah. He ac- 
cuſed him of not marching in time, or with a ſufficient 
body of troops, to his ſupport ; of neglecting to uſe 
| | his endeavours to procure ſupplies of grain for the 
* © army; andofclandeſtinely negociating and concluding 

a ſeparate treaty with the Marattas, contrary to the 
intereſts of the Engliſh. ''The two former of theſe 
charges depend on that come within the imme - 

diate knowledge of the Colonel, and however the 
Nana may attempt to juſtify or extenvate them, their 
teality cannot be obs T have therefore confined 
myſelf in my enquiries to the laſt charge. The Ranah, 
on finding that he was ſuſpected of having entered into 
4 engagements with Sindia, juſtified himſelf by 


ai ſaying, 1593 


 faying, that he had Colonel Muir's permiſſion in writ- 


ing for ſo doing. Having delired to ſee a copy of the 


Colonel's permiſſion, and. alſo of the®agreement, en- 
tered into by him and the Marattas on both ſides, he 
ſent me the copy of a letter, ſaid to have been written 
to him by Colonel Muir, under date the 27th Auguſt 
1781, of which the following is a tranſlation: “ You 


may afford every degree of aſſiſtance to Chimnajee, 


ce that, in the manner that I have ſtipulated eighteen 
« days on the ſubje& of peace, I am hopeful that it 
« will certainly take place in that period, according 


« to what I have written : aſſure. him alſo, that in that 


« ſpace of — will make no attack, nor commit. no 
« kind of hoſtilities, on condition that none are.com- 
ec mitted by the oppoſite party: You mult alſo obtain 
te ſome aſſurance on this head from them; and, if the 


« Pattele pleaſes, let writings be mutually given on 


e this ſubject: alſo, in this ſpace, no troops wil 
« march acroſs the Jemna.” 4 


Having obtained ſo. little inſight into the 
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ledged the contrary, he might be required to produce 
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enquiry of this kind, becauſe I muſt-in the end decline 
any inteiference in their diſputes : and, as this muſt 
appear a conceffion to them, I was defirous that it 
mould not be conſidered as the effect of a temporary 
policy, or of too eaſy a diſpoſition in us, but as the 
reſult of well- ded ſuſpicions, or perhaps a clear 
detection of the perfidy of our late ally, which no 
longer made it neceflary-for us to affert his rights. 
* Accordingly, when I received Sindia's meſſage, 
I replied, that the difputes which were going on be- 
tween him and the Ranah could not have eſcaped my 
_ ears; bur that T had hitherto paid no attention to 
them, and might never have appeared to know any 
- thing of them, if he had not firſt broached the ſubject. 
That, confidering the Ranah as one who was con- 
nected in alliance with the Company, it might have 
been my duty to affert his rights, according to the 
treaty of Colonel Muir, but that ſome ſuſpicions 
which were entertained of his faith had induced me 
to remain ſilent; that ſuſpicions alone, however, could 
not be oppoſed to ſulemn treaties; and, as theſe ſut- 
. picions were founded on tranſactions ſaid to have 
paſſed betwixt the Marattas previous to the treaty of 
Colonel Muir, they only could know with certainty 
how far they were juſt or not; and that I wiſhed there- 
fore that they would ſhew me ſome authentic proof; 
of the Ranah's treachery towards the Engliſh govern- 


ment, before I returned any anſwer to Sindia's meſ- 


ba the courſe of the two following days Bow Buckſey 
informed me; by defire of Sindia, that previous to our 
delivering over the Fort of Gualier, a treaty was in 
agitation betwixt him and the Ranah, through the 
means of Gungudir, but that the negociation was af- 
terwards broken off, I hat ſome months before the 
date of Colonel Muir's treaty, Chimnajie and Germajee 
were ſent to the Ranah, and a ſecond negociation took 
place. The Ranah drew out and ſent a form of an 
engagement, which he wiſhed to obtain for his own 
Ffarisfaction and ſecurity, and verbally promiſed; that 

Sindia wouldreturnicto him executed, he would 4 
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treſs the Engliſh detachment, by cutting off their ſup- 
pb s of gr ain, and 5 them every moleſtation in his 
power in their march back towards the Jumna. That 
Sindia accordingly ſent to the Ranah a paper under 
his ſeal and ſignature, in which the articles, as pro- 
poſed by -the Ranah, were tranſcribed, and under 
each of them ſhort ſentences were written, either 
Parking his approbation, or expreſſing the alterations 
or conditions which he thought neceſſary; and that 
ſoon after the negociation took place with Colonel 
It appeared from this repreſentation, that no 
agreement whatever had been executed by the Ranah ; 
and on my expreſſing my ſurprize at the ſeeming in- 
conſiſtency of this circumſtance, it was obſerved, that 
the articles of agreement were all in favour of the 
Ranah, and that Sindia being much ſuperior to the 
Ranah, and requiring nothing from him, did not think 
it neceſſary to exact any writing—The only proof 
which Bow Buckſey could bring me of the reality of 
, Tp 

e Iſt. A paper not ſigned or ſealed, but faid to be 
the original paper of articles ſent. by the Ranah: a 
tranſlation of theſe articles, and the anſwers, accompa- 
nies this letter. It correſponds with the paper "at 
merly ſent by Colonel Muir in every thing, but the 
arrangement of the articles and anſwers; a difference 
which may be eaſily accounted for, from the croſs man- 
ner 10 which 1t Arne... co 
ad. An original letter from the Ranah to Bow 
Buckſey, dated Cuttach Suddajeh, in which he com- 


plains of the Bow for entering the diſtrict of Cutch- 


wagar, contrary to the agreement; which had . paſſed 


betwixt him and Sindia, through the mediation of 


Sees ce - l. „ 3a 1: Kun 5 EL iid gets 
1 Theſe were all the written proofs that the Marattas 
could produce to me. They alledged, that the nature 
of. am pours which was executed only on ↄne 
45 49 t of more; 

difficulty had ariſen in clearing up the matter by cir- 
umſtantial evidence, a * negociation had been 


not admit of more; and that a conſiderable 


managed 
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managed by Sewajee Ectul, and the ſervants. Chimna- 
jee and Girmajee, who had ſince eſpouſed the Ranah's 


cauſe, and were on that account at ſome degree of 


variance with Sindia. Though theſe proofs fall ſhort 
of what might have been expected, I have ſcarcely a 
doubt in my own mind that a negociation took place 
between the Ranah and the Marattas, previous to the 
treaty of Colonel Muir; and 1 even believe that he 
received a ſeparate agreement from Sindia, though it 
is plain that a counterpart was not executed by him. 
It ſeems probable that Sindia's diſtreſſes led him haſtily 
to grant this agreement; and that a proſpea opening 
ſoon after of a peace with the Colonel, he entered as 
haſtily into it, without concluding effectually his mea- 
 fures with the Ranah, ſatisfied perhaps with only that 
letter, which the Ranah himſelf acknowledges to have 
written to him, and which is quoted in the courſe of 
this addreſs. ' 5 a Ea 


2 


„ The Ranah has indirectly alledged, 28 1 
ilition 


know not with what ſincerity, that on my requ 
he would deliver up the forts of Lukar, &c. and ſettle 
- the revenues of Binde. If ſuch a requiſition were 
made, he might claim our interference 1a ſettling all 
his diſputes. If the Ranah was ſincerely deſirous of 
fulfilling this part of the treaty, he is doubtleſs in- 
formed of the articles, and might do it of himſelf, 
without any requiſition, but I believe he has made no 
fuch propoſals to the Marattas; and though ſome of 
their pretenſions are ill-founded, yet, whilſt the Ranah/ 
maintains poſſeſſion of the forts, they have a juſt right, 
according to the late treaty, to uſe hoſtile meaſures 
againſt him. The Ranah may deſerve to ſuffer for his 
conduct towards us, yet, in a political light, as his 
territories form a ſtrong barrier to our own, it ſeems 
not our intereſt that he ſhould be entirely deſtroyed, 
but this is an event of which he appears to have no 
_ apprehenſion ; except from the interference of the 
" ÞB "ws his territories may be over-run, and laid waſte, 
dy ſuperior numbers, but ſecure in his forts, he may. 
bid defiance'to the whole force of the Marattas* em- 
re for a period of years; and whenever 8 
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compels them to withdraw their armies, he may eaſily 
recover all the open country. The Marattas them- 


ſelves, though they affect a high language, and have 


even ſent for ſome battering cannon from the fort of 
Bellah, are, 1 believe, fully ſenſible of their inabiliry 
to reduce the Ranah, or make a permanent conqueſt 


of any part of his territories. Both are apprehenſive 
of the interference of the Engliſh, and both gave out 


that they expected our aid. There is nothing ſo ar- 
duous which they think may not be atchieved by us; 
and it was recommended to Sindia, by ſome of his 
counſellors, to aſk our aſſiſtance in the reduction of 
Gyalier. But no propoſition of this kind has been as 
yer mullet 9 me,” 3 
„ The anſwers which I have given are ſuch as leave 
us in a perfect ſtate of neutrality. To the Ranah I 
have declined interfering in his behalf, becauſe I have 
no authority from you; and becauſe, from apparent 
circumſtances, his diſputes 'with the Marattas are 
grounded on agreements with them foreign to the 
treaty with Colonel Muir; and to Sindia J have de- 
clincd giving any advice, becauſe, though he has af. 
forded grounds to ſuſpect that the Ranah has acted im- 
properly towards us, yet the proofs he has produced 
are not ſuch as could juſtify me in taking a decided 


line, without the orders bf my ſuperiors ; and, in the 
mean time, I have declared to both, that I muſt leave 


them to ſettle their diſputes betwixt themſelves. _ 

ce The ſubſtantial part of theſe anſwers is framed ex- 
atly erin; to the letter of your orders; and the 
reaſons which I have aſſigned will, I hope, meet with 
your approbation—they are calculated both to impreſs 


the Ranah and Sindia with a juſt ſenſe of our public 


faith, ſince they evidently imply that uncertainty alone 


induces us to ſtand neuter; and that a more clear con- 
viction of the Ranah's fidelity or perfidy would have 
biaſſed us to take an active part cither for or againſt 


him. C 
«+ Although war has actually commenced, yet the 
negociations betwixt Sindia and the Ranah are ill 
* i D d 2 : going 
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to 1 their procuring, ſupplies 
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going forward; and it ſeems not improbable, that i in 
a:ſhorr period the whole of their iſputes my 6% 46. 
com lated, . 
ce Sindia's camp. on the oy 9 55 | | 7 3 5 43 5 

banks of the Pur- (Signed) D. Auxpzksox.“ 
ec butty, four coſs mY ni ws v0 
c from Niniar, 29 
January 1782.” 


This letter was laid before the TAS | on the Fry 
of February 1782, and as we conſidered that the 
Ranah had forfeited all claim to our protection, the 
Board and myſelf for a long time thought it unne- 
ceſſary to give Mr. Anderſon any further inſtructions 


on the ſubject: And in the mean time the Marattas 


continued to purſue, with flow but gradual opera- 
tions, the war which they had commenced againſt 
the Ranah. I will here ſummarily repeat the reaſons 
which determined my conduct on this occaſion, 4855 

The Ranah had broken his ex with us in all the 
following inſtances; 

Ile had not paid the ſubſiſtence of the troops ſent 
to his aſſiſtance, either regularly or compleatly, and 
in this had broken the 2d article of the treat. 

He had not accounted for the Company's ſhare of 
the revenue of the Cutchwagar want, eee to 
the 4th article of his treaty. 


He had not complied with the requiſition of the 


Eng Iiſh Government for 10,000 horſe, and had Arey: 
T5 the 5th article of this treaty. 

He had acted in a manner very inconſiſtent wi 
bis alliance with us, not only in not aſſiſting our 
troops in procuring, but eyen in uſing his endeavour 


of JP and 


proviſi ons. 
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Theſe reaſons were ſurely ſufficient to diveſt the 
Ranah from having any claim to be conſidered by the 
Engliſh as an ally whom they ought to protect. But 
there is another reaſon why the Ranah, even if he 
had not been guilty of all theſe infidelities, had no 
right to claim our ſupport in the war which broke out 
betwixt him and the Marattas; for the Honourable 
Houſe will obſerve, the principal cauſe ok that war was, 
a diſpute relative to lands which the Ranah held in 
conſequence of his ſeparate agreement with the Ma- 
rattas, and in contradiction to the treaty which Colonel 
Muir had ſettled with them on behalf of the Engliſh 
government; wherein it was ſtipulated, that theſe 
lands ſhould, be given up to them. Surely the Ranah 
could not expect us to ſupport him in keeping poſſeſ- 
ſion of lands to which he poſſeſſed no right, except what 
was founded on an act of treachery towards ourſelves ; 
and ſurely we could not give him ſuch ſupport, wath+ 
out breaking our treaty with the Marattas, one of the 
articles of which 'was, that theſe lands ſhould be 
reſtored to them. TE" , 

I entreat the forgiveneſs of the Houſe, for thus in- 
truding on their time ſo long a detail: the importance 
of the accuſation rendered it neceſſary, and I preſume 
that they will rather wonder at the - patience with 
which I bore this long ſcene of perfidy and treachery, 


tending to fruſtrate all the ſchemes I had projected for 


the advancement of the ſafety, intereſt, and glory of 
the Britiſh nation for that quarter, than think me 
blameable in thus leaving our faithleſs ally to ſettle his 
own affairs with the Marattas. I have now only a few 
words more to offer on the ſubje& of this Charge. 
Several animadverſions are paſſed in at, on the con- 


duct which I obſerved towards the Ranah, in the en- 


deavours which were afterwards uſed to mediate a peace 
betwixt him and Madajee Sindia. For an account of 
this tranſaction, I beg leave to quote the words of the 
letter from the Governor General and Council to the 
Court of Directors, dated a0th October 1783. In- 
% dependent of any view to the acquiſition of terri- 
* tory, Madajee Sindia has manifcited great perſonal 
| | p enmity 
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Cay 
& enmity againſt the Ranah of Gohud. A Vackeel 
c from the Ranah arrived here in April laft, with 
< propoſals for the interpoſition and guarantee of this 


« Government, to effect and ſecure a 


. treachery of his former condu#, yet on principles of 
* policy and humaniry we recommended it to Mr. 


* Anderſon to uſe his interpoſition if Sindia was 
« likely to be influenced by it, to grant him a peace. 
r Mr. Anderſon however met with no ſucceſs in his 
& attempts to urge ſuch a wiſh. © Before the fall of 
©. Gualior, and prior to that event, his brother writes, 


tc that Sindia had declared his intention to proſecute 


& the war to the extermination of the Ranah, aſſign- 


c ing as a reaſon, that he had broke his faith fo often, 


« that he was not to be truſted. We thought this a 


«© fir occaſion to expreſs our interpoſition more di- 
«.reQly to Sindia, and therefore directed Mr. Ander- 
cc fon to apply to him in our name, requeſting that he 
« would carry his reſentment no Naber againſt the 
«© Ranah, in which caſe we would become guarantee 
« for the Ranah's faithful obſervance of any agree- 
& ment, which might be concluded between them.” 
In the form and manner in which this part of the 
Charge is drawn, it ſeems to be the endeavour of 
my accuſer to impreſs the mind with an idea that no 
efforts were uſed by the Engliſh Government in fa- 
vour of the Ranah until his affairs were deſperate, 
and” until ſuch efforts, if they had proved fucceſsful, 
muſt have been of no ayail, being deferred till after 
the reduction of Gualior: This I deny. The firſt 
letter that was written to Mr. Anderſon to ſound the 
ſentiments of Sindia, and offer our mediation, was 
dated the 21ſt April 1783, and Gualior was not ra- 


duced till the 3iſt July 1783. Mr. Anderſon made 


an attempt to urge our wiſhes to Sindia very ſoon after 
the receipt of our letter, but it met with no ſucceſs. 
The attempt ſeemed to give Sindia a degree of jea- 
Jouſy which Mr. An n had been cautioned to 
avoid; and the means which he uſed.to * 


peace between 
* þ;m and Sindia. Although the Ranah had forfeited 
< every claim to our ſupport and good-twill by: the 


SF 4 7 


3 


FFP ²˙ A ̃¾ u ̃˙ a . . Rnd Ring) 


1 e 
when he found that there was no proſpect of our me- 


diation being accepted, was by affecting to treat the 


ſubject with an appearance of indifference. The 
Houſe will obſerve with what ingenuity the ex- 
preſſions uſed by Mr. Aiſderſon on that occaſion are 
quoted as my ſentiments. They will alſo obſerve 
with what ingenuity, on another occaſion, the lan- 
guage uſed by Mr. Anderſon in combating an appli- 
cation of the Marattas for our aſſiſtance againſt the 
Ranah, is converted, in the Charge, into arguments 
for defending the Ranah againſt them. 

From the time that Mr. Anderſon received the 
Board's order of the 21ſt of April 1783, I believe he 
watched every opportunity of offering our mediation 
in favour of the a and afterwards when he re- 
ceived my inſtructions of the 24th September 1783, 
he held frequent conferences on the ſubject with Sin- 
dia's Miniſters, which, however, were attended with 
no effect. But as I truſt that I have proved that, after 
ſo many acts of treachery, and violations of faith, 
we were not bound in juſtice to ſupport or protect the 
Ranah, it would be a uſeleſs, waſte of the time of 
this Honourable Houſe to enter more minutely into 
2 diſcuſſion of the meaſures which were taken in his 
behalf, What could be done in the way of friendly 
mediation was done. We did not proceed any fur- 
ther. And I imagine it will be follows to .recall 
to the recollection of the Houſe the ſtate to which 


Company's affairs were reduced by the late war, to 


ſhew that it would not have been juſtifiable in the 
Engliſh Government, from mere motives of a limited 
policy, to have ventured the renewal, of hoſtilities 
with the - Marattas, for the ſake of protecting a man 


who, during his alliance with the Company, had 


broken every article of his treaty, and at laſt ſacrificed 
vs and our intereſt to a treacherous alliance with our 
Enemies, Ef} | | 
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AM ie with having hatraffed and z lidded the 
inhabitants of the provinces, by frequent changes 
m the ſyſtem of adminiſtration of the revenues, con- 
trary to my own declared opinion, that innovations 
vere always attended difficulty and inconveni- 
 Encies. | * 

General principles in theory often require deviations 
in praQtice:* An alteration in the ſyſtem of managing 
the finances of a kingdom is no crime; property is not 
transferred by it. That changes. bave been made in 
Bengal, is admitted; but that the natives have been 
6 12 and afflicted by them, remains to be proved 

I poſitively deny the aſſertion. 
When I arrived in Bengal, the revenues were under 
the management of collectors or ſuperviſors, who were 
fubordinate to two councils, one at Moorſhedabed, and 
one at Patna; and theſe councils were under the ſupe- 
nor” Sanin rated of Fort William. With the con- 
-currence of my council, 1 appointed a Committee of 
Circuit to form the ſettlement of the revenues, conſiſt- 
ing of three members of the government, and myſelf. 
The propriety of the meaſure requires no proof. It 
was 3 a * r 8 
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purpoſe 
exiſted long after the ſaid act, the power of making the 
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a few months, when the object of it was accompliſhed. 
I preſided at the Committee for a ſhort time only, and 
left it at Moorſhedabad. The collectors remained in 
their reſpective diſtricts, as before the inſtitution of this 
Committee, until November 1773, when they were re- 
called, and Provincial Councils eſtabliſhed, profeſſed- 
ly, at the time of their inſtitution, as merely temporary, 
and as preparatory only to that ſyſtem which I adopted 
in 1781. This is proved by the Board's minute in 
November 1773. „ „ 

I am free to acknowledge, that after the eftabliſh- 
ment of the Supreme Council, of which I had no idea 
in November 1773, I did deliver it as my opinion up- 
on record, and in an addreſs to the Court of Directors, 
that the ſyſtem of the Provincial Councils was the be 
that. could have been adopted. Is it to be imputed to 
me as a crime, that at a ſubſequent period, upon the 
factious diſputes that divided each council, and the 
declining ſtate of the revenues, I altered that opinion, 
and reverted to the ſyſtem, or nearly to the ſyſtem, I 
recommended in 1773? | OS : 

I will not take up the time of this. Honourable Houſe, 
by repeating: my minutes recorded in the year 1775, on 
the ſubje of my Banyan's Farms, it is now become 
obſolete ; I affirm that I had no intereſt whatever in 
the tranſactions, and I really believe he loſt very con- 
ſiderably by his farms, which, in common with others, 
were let at too high a rent. 8 


The ſecond Charge is, for having ſubſtituted my own ; 


inſtruments to be the Managers and ColleQors of the 


Public Revenue; that in ſo doing I aQted illegally, 


having no power to delegate the truſt and duty com- 
mitte to me and the council for ordering and manag- 
WWW 5 
Surely this is a mere abuſe of words, and a perver- 
ſion of the meaning and intent of the act referred to. 
Every member af this Honourable Houſe knows the 


impracticability of ſuperintending the revenues of Ben- 


gal without delegatory authority to inferior Agents for 


that . Had not the Provincial Councils, who 
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ſettlements and colleRtin 5 the. revenues? and did nat 


they order, manage, and govern the revenues under 
them, 0 virtue of the power delegated to them? Was 
not this known to my accuſer himſelf, and did he ever 
r REIT 
IT The powers delegated to the Committee of Revenue 
were conſtantly greater than had ever before been en- 
truſted to any ſubordinate department of the-State, and 
they were neceſſary, becauſe their controul was more 
extenſive ; but let it be added, that they were placed 
beyond tempration, by the liberality of the commiſſion 
allowed them ; and reſtrifted from improper pecuniary 
advantages, by an oath which each member was bound 
10 take. And who has ventured to accuſe them of any 
infringement of it? Pond th OE ORE 
©" The members of the Committee were not my in- 
ſtruments; their characters place them beyond the ſuſ- 
picion of an improper bias towards me, were it ſup- 
ſed poffible for me to have been aQtuated by an in- 
: Ow or an unworthy motive in forming the ſyſtem 
of 1781, I 3 5 
Mr. Anderſon, the Preſident, and Mr. Shore, the 
aQing Preſident of the Committee in Mr. Anderſon's 
abſence, 'baye received the moſt flattering marks of the 
approbation of the Court of Dixetors and the Board 
of Controul. I had no knawledge of either af theſe 
Gentlemen, until their official merits recommended 
them to my notice. Mr. Shore, of whoſe merits 1 
cannot fay too much, lived for years in habits of inti- 
macy and daily intercourſe with Mr. Francis. The 
other members, Mr. Charteris and Mr. Evelyn, were 
men of ability, and of irreprovable characters, but to- 


* 


tally unconnected with me. | 
The Committee were _not empowered to aft inde- 
er e the Supreme Council. They tranſatted the 
gurrent buſineſs without a reference, but extraordin 
matters they were obliged to report. Their 80 
1ngs were regularly laid before the lea wogihty ; no 
concealment was intended ar praftiſed. By fixing the 
{lation of Committee of the Reyenue to Calcutta im- 
mediately under the obſervation of the Board, the 
3 70321 55 | * - Zemin- 
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Zemindars, Farmers, or their Deputies, who had bufi- 
neſs with the Committee in Calcutta, could make their 
references or complaints to any member of the Council. 


The inability of the Provincial Councils, from the 


decline of the revenues, was a ſufficient. reaſon for a- 
boliſhing them. The Supreme Council were not ade- 
quate to the detail of the revenues; and I affirm, after 
the moſt mature deliberation, that the eſtabliſnment of 
the Committee of the Revenue was indiſpenſably 


neceſſary. 


It is in proof before this Honourable Houſe, that the 
revenues have conſiderably increaſed under the manage- 
ment of the Committee of Revenue. The plan was 
formed in 1781. My conſtituents never did expreſs the 
ſmalleſt diſapprobation of it, though in the following 
two years many of my aQts, unfortunately, drew from 


them letters of diſapprobation ; and I have had the 


happineſs of hearing, that before this Honourable Hou 

me the Houſe of Lords, the learned Counſel employ 

my conſtituents to defend their rights were in- 

_—_ to do juſtice to my zeal, effeQually diſplayed 

in [the improvement of the revenues, - when the exiſtence 
of the Britiſh Empire. 1 in India . 0 our re- 


ſources in Bengal. 1 


I refer this Honourable Heal to 8 eee 
ments upon their table, tranſmitted from Bengal ſince 
my reſignation of the ſervice; theſe will prove how 
conſiderably the revenues have increaſed ines thei in- 
n of the Committee of the Revenue. «ls by 
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athough'it contains no leſs than ninety-fwe 8. 
This Honourable Houſe is already in poſſeſſion of vo- 
lames that have been written upon the fubject of Oude; 
to theſe I ſhall refer, not only for niy complete juſtifi- 
cation from every artiele of this Charge, but for more 
than my juſtification, I am confident that I ſhall re- 
ceive'the approbation of this Honourable Houſe, and 
of my country, for my condu@ towards the Nabob 
 Vizier, who has faithfully and honourably performed 
every ſtipulation of our agreement. I have already 
bad the honeur to receive the approbation of the Court 
of Directors, and the Board of Controul, for all m 
eee, in Oude. The Company's debt, whic 
was once ſo 
irrecoverable, amounting, when I left Calcutta in Fe- 
bruary, 1784, to proceed to Lucknow, to above twelve 


hundred thouſand pounds, is now completely liquidated. 


The country, which - was in a ſtate of univerſal con- 
fuſion and diſtreſs, now wears the face of plenty and 


happineſs.—It is incumbent upon me, however, to 


prove to this Honourable Houſe, that I was not the 
author of thoſe meaſures, which I am as free as any 
man to _ did bring great diſtreſs upon the domi- 


nions 


* * * 
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conſiderable, and univerſally pronounced 


of 7 
nions of the Nahob Vizier; and it is further incums? 
bent upon me to prove, that I took the earlieſt oppor . 
tunity of applying an effectual remedy to thoſe evils. 

The treaty which I concluded with the late Vizier 
Sujah ul Dowlah in September, 1773, did not contain 
a ſingle article which encroached upon his rights as a 
Sovereign and independent Prince, nor was the ſmajl- 
eſt attempt made by me to deviate from: the terms of 
that treaty. The 'Refident, Mr. Middleton, rom I 
appointed to his Court, wich the permiſſion of: my 
Council, never interfered in the management of hir 
dominions; be was merely the channel of political 
communication from me to the Vizier ;anduhefirongelt = 
remonſtrances which T ever ĩinſtrudted kim to make tw 
his Excellency, were thoſe which I have read to:ghis 
Honourable Houfe upon the ſubject of his treatment 
of the wife and children of Haffeza Rhamet and his 
Rohilla priſoners. Sujah ul Dowlah died in Febmary, 
1775, — I had —— ſmulleſt _— of -power or 
authority in the government of Beng 1 my opl- 
nion s upon record, chat the treaty aneh had con- 
claded in 4773 J with Sujah — ought to have 
continued in foree with his ſon and ſucceſſor, the pre: 
ſent Vizier: The ity; >General-Clavering,: Colo- 
nel Moniſon;-and Mr. Francis, | were of a [different 
opinion: they deibimined that the : treaty) was no 
longer binding upon us, and they framed a new one, 
the merit of Chich, as they informed the Court of Di- 
reQrs, with great truth, was ſolely and excluſively 
their bon. By this treaty the ſovereignty of Benares 
and Ghazipore were transferred to the Eaſt- India Com- 
pany, and the ſubſidy for the pay of our brigade was 
raĩſed from two lacks and ten, to two lacks and 
thoaſand rupees a month. The Court of Directors 
were of opinion, with me, that. thertreaty concluded 
with Sujah ul Dowlah in 177 Ace ought to have remained 
in force on his ſon's ſuceeſſion; but they warmly ap- 
proved of the conduct of the majority, in procuring 
ſuch advantageous 3 for the Company, in the 
treaty concluded with the preſent Nabob Vizier. I 


uniformly afſerted, that theſe conceſſions would be a 
ſource 
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ſource of infinite diſtreſs to the Nabob, and that they 
| were obtained by a breach of faith. I beg leave to 


quote the following paſſage from the 5th Report of the 


Secret Committee of this Honourable Houſe: It is 
e however to be obſerved, that the Governor General, 
in his remarks upon theſe beneficial repreſentations, 
« perſiſted in his prophetic apprehenſions, that the con- 
«ditions of the treaty could never be fulfilled, neither 
« did he think it honourable to have forced from the 
* Nabob conceſſions inconſiſtent with their former 
E treaties, to which the neceſſity of bis ſituation alone 
«4 compelled him, however unwilling, to ſubmit.” 
The country of Oude was, I believe, upon the death 
of Sujah ul Dowlah, in a flouriſhing condition -as to 
culture, commerce, and population—The ſame ob- 
fervation would apply to bis newly-acquired dominions 
in Rohil Cund, the Douab, Corah, Curah, and Alla- 
babad. His troops, at the time of his deceaſe, were in 
general twelve months in arrears, and a conſiderable 
balance was due to the Eaſt-India re The 
treaſures of which Sujah ul Dowlah died poſſeſſed, and 
which, in the opinion of Colonel Monſon and Mr. 
Francis, ought to have been applied to the diſcharge 
of the debts of _ * were in p — of — Bhow 
Begum, the widow of Sujah ul Dowlah.— The young 
Nabob vas ſurrounded with difficulties; the — 
mutinous for want of pay ; his relations, and the Mi- 
niſters of his father, difſaffeted to him—hbis life was re- 
tedly attempted ; more than once it was preſerved 
his own were * = _ and the 
country kept in ſubjection by the preſence of a Britiſn 
— treaty was concluded by Mr. Briſtow in 
May, 1775, without difficulty. The alternative was 
this, that we ſhould abandon his country and his con- 
cerns together, unleſs he came immediately into our 
terms. The diſtreſſes of the Nabob continued, and 
the country declined in culture, population, and com- 
merce, from the period of our avowed interference in 
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In the month of December, 177 5, the Nabob ap- 
plied to us, through Mr. Briſtow, to aſſiſt him with a 
number of Britiſh officers to command his troops—his 
requeſt was complied with, and this brought additional 
diſtreſs upon his affairs: many of the corps thus com- 
manded feized and confined their officers; and many 
months elapſed before order and tranquillity were in 
any degree reſtored, by the diſmiſſion of large bodies 
of troops, whoſe mutinous behaviour repeatedly en- 
dangered the life of their Sovereign. Murteza Cawn, 
the Nabob's Miniſter, was murdered by Cojee Buſſaun, 
an eunuch, and one of Sujah 'Dowlah's beſt and moſt 
favoured officers. This eunuch was himſelf cut to 
porch in attempting to force through the guards which 


Turrounded the Nabob's perſon, with a determination 


to aſſaſſinate his Sovereign with his own hand. Mr. 
Briſtow's correſpondence with the Supreme Council, 
in the years 1775 and 1776, will ſufficiently ſhew the 
confuſed and diſordered ſtate of the province of Oude 
during thoſe periods, and the diſtreſſes to which the 
Nabob Vizier himſelf was perſonally ſubjett; but I 
repeat, that I am not reſponſible in the ſlighteſt degree 
for the eſtabliſhment of that ſyſtem which cauſed thoſe 
diſſreſſes; I diſapproved it; I foretold the conſequences 
of it. —Colonel Manſon died on the 28th of Septem- 
ber, 1776: from that period only am I accountable 
for any act of the government of Bengal, under the 


adminiſtration eſtabliſhed by the regulating att of 1773. 


Mr. Briſtow was recalled, and Mr. Middleton ſuc- 


ceeded him as Reſident in Oude, early in the year 1777. 
A very heavy debt was then due from his Excellency 
to the Company; for its liquidation, for the pay of the 
regular brigade ſtationed at Futtyghur, of the Nabob's. 
troops commanded by Britiſh officers, and of the va- 
rious eſtabhſhments which had been formed in Oude, 


tuncaws,. or affignments, 'were granted upon ſeveral 


diftrifs in the Viziex's dominions. My firſt meaſure 
relative to Oude was, to propoſe that the troops of the 
Nabab Yizier, which were commanded by Britiſh offi- 
cers, ſhould be put upon a fimilar eſtabliſhment with 
gur own troops, or that they ſhould be withdrawn alto- 


+ i 


gether, 
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geiher. This was no encroachment. upon the rights of 
the Nabob. The appointment of Britiſh officers to 
command his troops was a moſt pernicious meaſure to 
our ſervice in general. The advantages were avowedly 
greatly ſuperior to any that were enjoyed by officers 
of the ſame ranks in the Company's . and of 

courſe ſuch an eſtabliſhment OY 


The Nabob conſented to a reduQtion of this eftabliſh- 
ment, and the temporary brigade, as it was called, was 
formed upon the ſame plan with our army, the regi- 
ments to take their tour of duty in our own provinces, 
and to be reheved equally with all the regiments in our 
ſervice: The cavalry were to be upon the ſame foot- 
ing. The Nabob applied to me, and deſired my con- 
ſent to the formation of a corps to be commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, for the ſervice of the col- 
legions; and another by Major Oſborne, for the de- 


fence of his frontiers, which had hitherto been in a ſtate 


of actual revolt. In recommending ſome of theſe efta- 
bliſhments, and conſenting to others, I encroached up- 
on no rights which the late majority had left to the Na- 
bob; but I affirm, that theſe eſtabliſhments appeared 
neceſſary to his Excellency, and I exerted no improper 
ipfluence in order to perſuade him to adopt them. 
They were formed the Jatter end of the year 1777, > 
earricd into effect early in the year 1778. 
In the month of May 1778 it was deemed neceſſary 
to form a detachment for the aſſiſtance and ſupport of 
the Company's intereſts on the weſt of I ndia, 44 


- of the war with France. Accounts had much earlier 
been received by me, from the moſt reſpeQable autho- 
rity, of the deſigns formed by the French againſt our 


received very heavy eomplaints from the Nabob Vizi 
of the ruinous ſtate of his country, and of the diftrel 
which the eſtabliſhment of Britiſh troops in Oude had 

wrought upon him. I am be $0 fy theſe repre- 
ntations were founded in truth; but was it in my 


power io afford him effettual relief at that time? was 


* 


Sh) 


# 


| very great diſguſt 
amongſt thoſe officers who ſerved in our own army. 


h in the 
month of july 1778 we received the firſt intelligence 


ns in India. In the following year, 1779, we 
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10 ſuſf the Compan ue e s een hag 
from him ? or could ee then engaged in a 
war with one, _ the Marattas, 1 moment's 
notice to nine regiments of diſciplined ſepoys, 
and three regiments of cavalry ; or could the Coles. 
ny's finances have borne' the burthen of this eſtabliſh- 
ment ? ar had the Nabob Vizier at that preciſe moment 
any ſorce of his own to repel an invaſion of the Ma- 
* if they had entered his cry? The Nabob 
flated, in his letter to me, that the ſame evils which he 
then experienced he had ſtru with for three years 


paſt; n from the firſt adoption of a ſyſtem in which 


I had no concern. In conſequence of my repreſenta- 
tions to the Nabob, he granted affignments for the ear 
1779, in the fame manner as he had done eaeh year 
fince the death of the late Visier. In ehe year 1780, 
the Nabob Vizier again repreſented to the Council the 
diſtreſſed tate of his country, and urged his requeſt 
that the t ade might be recalled. I deſire 
this Honourable Houſe to reflect for one moment upon 
our ſituation at that period. The Nabob was made, 
but not by me, in a great degree the vaſſaf of the Com- 


pany ; his own army was not adequate te che defence 
of his dominions without our aſſiſtanee; and the Britifly 


empire in India, in the year 2780, was in ſo preca- 
r that I fhould have been a traitor to my 
if 1 bad confented' to the diſbanding of any 
of the troops neceffary to our mutual intereſts; for 
the Nabob Vizier was Irc In a common cauſe, 
with us. 4 
In the following 3 year, 17075 Imer + the Nabob Vieles 
at Chunar. His debe to the company was at that time 
very confiderable, and 1 was full 3 of his- 
inability to liquidate the arrears due, and to diſeharge 
the eurrent demande upon him. — I agreed, therefore, 
to recall the temporary Brigade altogether, and to 
leave him with no other Britiſh troops in his domi- 


nions, exeept the regular — ſtationed at Cawn- 
pore, a regiment of cknow, and ſueh other 
ga Wn reſ: require from us. 


dene to remarit to hy 7 


tae] 
at the period this agreement was concluded, every aps 
prehenſion of an invaſion of Oude by the Marattas was 


At an end. We had obtained many ſignal advantages 


in the war with that ſtate, and I did not entertain a 
doubt of the concluſion of the ſeparate treaty with Ma- 
Ao Scindia, which was ſigned a few days after my 
nt with the Vizier: When I refuſed, on the 
15th December, 1779, to withdraw. theſe troops from 
the Nabob's dominions, our fituation was entirely dif- 
ferent; and Iam morally certain, that the Commander 
in Chief would moſt ſtrenuouſly have oppoſed ſuch a 
propoſition, ſince it was his object to ſecure, by every 
means in his power, the Province of Oude againſt an 
_ attack, and to act offenſively from that quarter, as the 
means of bringing about a peace with the Marattas. 
I never — L confideatly affirm, in the flight - 
eſt inſtance from the letter or the ſpirit of the treaty 
which I concluded with the Nabob at Chunar. 
The cavalry, the temporary brigade, and Colonel 
Hannay's troops, were recalled. I never propoſed 
their re-eſtabliſhment; nor would I have agreed to ſuch 
a meaſure, hut at the Nabob's earneſt requeſt... Mr. 
Middleton and Mr. Johnſon, in December, 1781, made 
ſtrong repreſentations to me of the diſordered ſtate of 
the Nabob's government, from its participation in the 
conſequences, of the Benares inſurrection, and the vio- 
: Tong OP tion ſupported hy the influence and reſources 
gums. In conſequence. of their repreſenta- 
2 4 * that a 3 of four regiments, 


with a ſuitable train of artillery, under the command 


of Sir: John Cumming, ſhould. be ſtationed at Lucknow, 
during the unſettled ſtate of the government, but upon a 
repreſentation from the reſident, that ſuch a meaſure. 


would not meet the Nabob's concurrence, who was enti- 


tled to demand ſuccour, upon an emergency. fromthe re- 
gular brigade at Cawnpore, I countermanded the march 
of this detachment; and I deny that I ever entertainedan 
idea of ſending a ſingle Sepoy into the Nabob's.domi-. 

nions without his conſent, | My accuſer. very ſtrangely 
confounds my, orders; for the march of a detachment of 

on e embe nen e aer Fareed: the the. 
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Nabob's dominions, with a reſolution of Government 


taken in the latter end of the year 1782, in conſequence 


of a requeſt from the Nabob himſelf; tranſmitted to us 


through Mr. Briſtow, that we would ſtation a detach- 
ment of five regiments of Sepoys at Futtyghur;' and 
we did ſo, This is the detachment at preſent ſtationed 
there, whoſe ſervices I thought the Nabob did not 
want; and this Honourable Houſe is in poſſeſſion of 
the orders of the Court of Directors which confirm 
every part of my agreement with his Excellency, I 
therefore again moſt ſolemnly affirm, 1 have never devi- 
ated in the ſmalleſt degree from my engagements with 
his Excellency. I appeal to all his letters, and to the 
ſentiments of every man now in England, who has ſerv- 
ed in Oude, to juſtify me againſt ſo unmerited a ca- 


lumny as this Charge would fix upon me. 


I am accuſed of cauſing the treaſury accounts of 
Calcutta to be ſcrutinized, in order to diſcover one 
demand of £260,000, and a ſecond of £140,000; by 
which the Nabob and his miniſter were ſo terrified and 
confounded, that the former deſired the Reſident might 


at once take his country, ſince Juſtice was out of the 


= 


veſtion. © h SMOT) 11.1 Gy 2 
© How ſhall I reply to ſuch a Charge, preſerving at 
the fame time the reſpe& which is due to this Honour- 
able Hovſe? If, upon adjuſting the annual accounts 
in Calcutta, our Accountant-General diſcovered a ba- 
lance of £400,000 in favour of the Company was it 


LY - 


not my duty to Rate the claim? The juſtice of it the 
Nabob did not diſpute : he allowed the claim, but 


ſtated one which he had againſt the Company; this 


the Reſident could not allow without authority, and 
upon this demur, his Excellency made uſe of the lan- 


age quoted by my accuſer as a Charge againſt me. 
Le me here repeat, that theſe claims, and all others, are 
fully liquidated, and that in the month of September 


laſt, the Nabob did not owe the Company -alhilling, 


I neither meant to add to the confuſion, perplexity, 


or diſtreſs of the Nabob, by ſending my Secretary 


Major Palmer to his Excellency: the deputation has 


been attended with the moſt fortunate conſequences 
© 7% 64 F : 
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both. to the Nabob, and the Eaſt-India Company, I 

appeal to my inſtructions to Major Palmer to juſtify 

me againſt the inſinuations contained in this part of 

the Charge. It was my duty to relieve the diſtreſſes 

of the Company by every poſſible means, and we were 
ſtruggling for our exiſtence in India, in the month of 


y 1782, when l · deputed Major Palmer to Lucknow, 
as it criminal in me then, to deſire the Nabob would 
pay ten lacks of rupees, which he had intended as 
| Preſent to myſelf, to the Company, to whoſe 561 
ſhould faithfully have applied it, as I did the. former 

had I received it? and was it criminal in me 

defire Major Palmer to raiſe, if poſlible, the ſum of 
50 or 60 lacks of rupees, for the relief of our exhauſted 
treaſury, upon a loan for which Company's bonds were 
to be given? Theſe are Charges I did not expect, and 
I poſitively deny, that I inſtructed Major Palmer to 
inſiſt upon a ſingle point contrary to the Nabob's in- 
elination. It is extremely difficult for me to anſwer 
8 Charge of this kind, except by a moſt ſolemn denial 
of the truth of it. I never expreſſed a wiſh. to fix a 
 fingle regiment in Oude beyond the regular brigade 
and the Relidegs's guard at Lucknow, nor had the 
Nabob a Sepoy in Oude in the year 1782, beyond the 
number preſcribed by treaty, but either three or four 
 -Tegiments ſrom the regular ene were at that time 
detached in different parts of his dominions.. This 
was not conſormable to the ſpirit of the treaty, and it 
was in oppoſition to an opinion I had always profeſſed 

and acted up to, that our force, to be reſpeRable, ought 

not to be — away in detachments, or in danger 
of being deſtroyed in detail, The brigade was ſtationed 
for the defence of the Nabob's frontiers, and his Ex- 
oelleney himſelf propoſed. that a ſeparate eſtabliſnment, 
eonſiſting of four regiments of our troops, under cer- 
tain. preſcribed regulations, ſhould be kept up for the 
ſervice-of the collections. This propoſal was ſubmitted 
to me for approval in the month of March, 1782, and 
thus the conſideration. of it became an article in Major 
_ Palmer's inſtructions two months after. If the regi- 


ments 


- 
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ments were to be eſtabliſhed, it was my duty to ſecure 
funds ſor the payment of them; but it was entirely 
optional in the Nabob to fix, or to reject the eſtabliſh» 
ment altogether; —and he did reject it. 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay's corps was eſtabliſhed 
with the Nabob's conſent, and even at his on expreſs 
defire, for the defence of Gerruckpore and Baratch, 
the moſt diſaffected arid diſorderly diſtricts in the Na- 
bob's: dominions. Until the period of Colonel Han- 
nay's appointment the revenues of theſe diſtricts were 
nearly expended in the maintenance of the troops which 
defended them; and it has been proved that much 
larger remittances were made from thoſe. diſtricts to 
the Nabob's treaſury, while Colonel Hannay com- 
manded in Gerruckpore, than at any other period be- 
fore his appointment, or ſince his removal. 
The ſtate of the adminiſtration of juſtice in Oude 
was ſo very defective in 1782 (though preciſely the 
ſame as it had been ſince our firſt connection with that 
country) that I urgently preſſed the Nabob to eſtabliſh 
Dewanny courts upon a ſimilar plan with our own 
courts in Bengal; but, anxious as I was upon this 
point, I never preſumed to declare the Company the 
ſovereigns of Oude, which 1 muſt have done, had 1 
impoſed thoſe regulations, which I conceived to be 
neceſſary, againft the conſent. of the Nabob; and it 
was a point of great delicacy to be eſtabliſhed gradu- 
ally, even with the Nabob's full conſent. The ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice is undoubtedly the foundation 
and eſſence of government, and the ſecurity of the 
revenue; but, to have taken it into my own hands, 
would, in fact, have been to declare myſelf the ſove- 
reign of Oude. My accuſer may, with equal pro- 
riety, charge me with a high crime and miſdemeanor, 
or not preventing the commiſſion of murder or rob- 
bery in England at the preſent moment, as he has done, 
for my inability to put a ſtop to ſimilar enormities in 
Oude in the year 178 3. Admitting the fact to be true, 
as ſtated in a letter from Mr. Briſtow of the 29th of 
January 1784, written and diſpatched aſter his removal 
from office, that a woman was murdered. in ere 
N © 


t 3 
Lucknow, the aunt of Nabob Behadre, one of the 
Nabob's brothers; how am I reſponſible for this atro- 
_erous act? I do not know that I ever ſaw or heard of 

the Nabob Behadre. He has been deſcribed to me; 
fince I'read this Charge, by many gentlemen who knew 
him, as a depraved, profligate, and abandoned charac- 
ter, perpetually involved in quarrels, and his life 
Hourly in danger from his own irregularities: a man 
Hardly recognized as a relation by the late Sujah ul 
Dowlah, the preſent Nabob, or by any of his family. 
But were he of a different character, am I accountable 
for the attempt which a ruffian made upon his life, or 
for the death of his aunt? The circumſtance of this 
tranſaction I am to this day totally unacquainted with. 
In the length of time that I paſſed at Lucknow, and in 
daily converſation with the Nabob, his miniſters, and 
others, I muſt have heard of it, had it been true—1 
„%“ TNT, ON 
With reſpect to the relations of the Nabob, I do 
aſſure this Honourable Houſe, that IT was in habits of 
continual intercourſe with them; that they expreſſed 
their fincere ſatis faction at the meaſures Which J adopt- 
ed ; and the moſt powerſul amongſt the Nabob's fa- 
mily, his uncle, Salar Jung, and the Begums, declared 
upon all occabons, while I reſided at Lucknow, and 
ſince my departure from it, their moſt complete faris- 
ſaction and approbation of all my proceedings. © © 
I am accu of inconſiſtency in my conduct towards 
Almas Ally Cawn; a very few words will exculpate 
me from this Charge. In the year 1782, Almas Ally 
Cawn was repreſented to me, as in a ſtate of actual re- 
bellion: I believed the repreſentation, and J inſtructed 
Mr. Briſtow, if it were true, and bit crimes proved, to 
urge the Nabob to puniſh him with death; but even 
here, I ſaid, that whatever engagements had been made 
with him, muſt, however exceptionable, be faithfully 
obſerved. Subſequent information induced me to 
believe that I was miſtaken; and as an incontrover- 
tible proof of it, Almas Ally Cawn, upon the faith of 
my affurances, in the month of February 1784, came 
to Lucknow unattended, where he reſided as a private 
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man, 'while 1 remained in India. By my ſolicitations, 
he advanced the ſum of 50,0901. to the Nabob, which: 
was employed for the Company's ſervice, and by this 
aſſiſtance afforded to his ſovereign and the Eaſt India 
Company, he refuted the Charges of perfidy and diſ- 
loyalty, which had often been too ſucceſsfully. urged 
againſt him; but I declare at the ſame time, that I 
thought Almas Ally Cawn's power was too conſider- 
able, and contrary to good policy; yet as it had been 
given to him by the Nabob, I found it impoſbble/ta 


change the ſyſtem, and therefore adviſed. its continu- 


ance. Let the confidence which Almas Ally 
placed in me, by coming unattended to Lucknow 
the faith of a letter from myſelf only, be a p 
it ought to be, that my character does — — 
inſinuations which have been thrown; our againſt it. 
In ſeveral articles of this Charge, it is inſinuated chat 
I provided for my-creatures and dependants, by aſ- 
ſuming the management of the Nabob's revenue no 


proof has been brought of the aſſertion, and I affirm it 


to be wholly groundleſs: What deſcription of gen- 


tlemen have I employed, or patronized in India, who. 


deſerve to be mentioned in ſuch opprobrious terms 2 
Thoſe who compoſed my family were men of ability 


and integrity, men diſtinguiſhed i in the civil and mili⸗- 


tary branches of the Company's ſervice: Major Pal- 


he army; Major Davy, whom I alſo employed as my 
Perſian tranſlator, enjoyed the ſame office under Sir 
Robert Barker. Theſe gentlemen were of my own: 
nomination, and they ſerved the Company faithfully. 
and ſucceſsfully on various occaſions. Mr. Womb- 
well was expreſsly appointed by the Court of Directors 


to an office of great emolument in Oude; and the ror 


verſion of this office was on the iſt March 1783, be- 


ſtowed by the ſame; authority upon Mr. John Taylor, . 


the nephew of a gentleman then Chairman of the Court 
of Directors, and a Member of chis honourable Houſe, 
Sir Henry Fletcher. But what relations, or what in- 


timate: connections of my own, have I provided for, 


Ger from che revenues of ade or by beſtowing 
2 81 OM - offices 


mer, my ſecretary, has been nearly; twenty years in 
t 
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offices upon them in Bengal? I never had more than 
two relations in Bengal; one of them was killed at the 
ſtorm of the fortrefs of Lahore, and at the time of his 
death was many thouſand rupees in debt. The other 
is at this moment a Lieutenant in Bengal, totally un- 
provided for; and the only requeſt which I ever made 
in his favour (though an ineffectual one) was that the 
Court of Directors would be pleaſed to appoint him 
a writer in the ſervice, 

My accuſer aſſerts, that 1 authorized 
ances to be received from the Nabob Viaier, akd there- 
by violated my own ſolemn ment with khim.—1 
do deny that 2 —— Major Palmer to draw 


or allowance whatſoever; but I fuppoſe that ka 


r while he remained at Lucknow by the ex- 
; and urgent requeſt of the Nabob Vizier, would 
- defrayed” by his Excellency.—My reſolution was 
taken to return to England. —Fhe other — 

were merely temporary, not fixed by me, by the 
Nabob Vizier bieaſolf” and to be totally reduced at 
any time, either dy himſelf or by an order of the Board; 


or do be moliifiedand fettled in the manner which they 


have been fince my reſignation of the ſervice. 
Having affirmed that I provided for no creatures or 
from the revenues of Oude, I can with 
equal truth declare, which I now do moſt ſolemnly to 
this honourable Houſt, that 1 did not add to my own 
fortune by my 'ro Lueknow, or by my connec- 
tion with the Nabob.—On this fubject, however, I 
e. -I claim no merit with this ho- 
r having merely done my duty. 
Ii is alſo a Charge againſt me, that I neglected | an 
application from: a brother of the Nabob Mirza Jung- 
ly; who wiſhed to Hx himfelf in our-provinces—l dif- 
couraged his deſign; and with r ſos, The Nabob 
Saadut Ally has ded; under our protection ſinee the 
Fur 7%, SN though his reſidence with us is often- 
libly ſanctioned by the Nabob, it has ever been a ſource 


of jealouſy and unealineſs to him, and it has afforded. 


an pro ie ind to diſaffacted and infidious men, to im- 
nd with falſe notions: of * de- 
igns. 


Allen 
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ſigns.—If I had afforded an aſylum for Mirza July 
in our own provinces, with a ſuitable proviſion for his 
ſupport, or an acquieſcence in his return on his own 
terms to Lucknow, there were at leaſt a dozen other 
brothers who would have followed his example, and 
would of courſe have expected our mediation in their 
behalf; and on what obligation ſhould I have done 
it? or on what principle could I have been juſtified in 
theſe petty interferences in the competition of indivi- 
_ duals of the Nabob's family?  _ | 
The remainder of this Charge is more a defence of 
Mr. Briſtow than an attack upon me.—l ſhall not 
trouble this Honourable Houſe with a detail 
upon this ſubject.— For the preſent, I ſhall merely 
_ obſerve, that in the month of September 1782, Mr. 
Briſtow. was appointed reſident at Oude—That a very 
few months after his appointment, very great heats 
and animoſities broke out between Mr. Briſtow on the 
one part, and the Nabob and his miniſter on the other 
—[ had no enmity to Mr. Briſtow, nor had I any per- 
ſonal motives to gratify by his removal. Theſe diſ- 
putes were referred to the Council in Calcutta took 
the part of the Nabob and his miniſter ; my Council 
juſtified Mr. Briſtow—But a government ſo diſorder- 
ed could not poſſibly crit became neceſſary, in 
the month of December 1783, either to remove Mr. 
Briſtow, or to authorize him to aſſume an abſolute au- 
thority in Oude; and this I ſtated to the Council, who 
were alarmed at the proſpect before them; and thou 
they were all the ſtrenuous defenders of Mr. Briſtow, 
agreed to his removal, and to delegate to me the 
power of ſettling every diſputed point with the Vizier, 
provided I would be reſponſible for his payment of 
the balance due to the Company, not with my fortune, 
as my accuſer truly ſays, but with my character, which 
I prize infinitely higher.—lI accepted the truſt, and it 
detained me one entire ſeaſon in India.—lI proceeded 
to Lucknow ; I met the Nabob upon the moſt friendly 
terms; I declare to this honourable Houſe, that I 
treated him with the reſpect and the attention which 
| g Was 
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was due to his high rank—that I never preſumed to 

ſpeak to him in an authoritative tone; and that, by 
argument and perſuaſion, I carried all my points both 

with the Nabob and his miniſter—l never interchang- 2 

ccd an unpleaſant word with him, during the five months ; 

which I remained at his court, and near four of that 

period lived, with thirty Engliſh gentlemen, and nu- 

merous guards and domeſtics, within the ſame enclo- 

fure; nor in that period did the ſlighteſt diſpute ever 

ariſe between his people and mine. ; 


I 
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Anſwer to the Nineteenth, Eighteenth, 
and Seventeenth Charges. 121 


Libel on the Court of © Dirediors—Mogul 
delivered u p to the Nie ee 
Need! Reza. Cawh. OS. 
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IF the three e which were delivered to me on 
Je: Friday, and I believe to the Members of this Ho- 
nourable Houſe on the fame; day, contained much im- 
peachable matter, I ſhould. requeſt a delay of a few 
days to prepare my reply. te them ; but I have no ob- 
jection to leave them, accompanied by a very ſhorr 
explanation, to make their own impreſſion upon this 
Honourable Houſe. In truth, I have read them over 
myſelf very curſorily. 
In 19th Charge, I am accuſed of publiſhing “ a 
ce libeſ on the Court of Directors. How can I reply 


to ſuch, a charge? The Court of Directors have com- 


menced no proſecution againſt me for. a libel ; on the 
contrary, two years after the publication of my letter, 
which now for the firſt time is called a libel, I have 
had the honour and happineſs to receive their una- 
nimous thanks for my long, faithful, and able ſervices, 
The Court of Directors cenſured me for addreſſing 
them with ſuch unguarded warmth, in their letter of 
* 28th January, 179 but I had the n 
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find that cenſure accompanied by the following words: 
* After the reſiſtance which the Rajah has made, 
ce no countenance could be conſiſtently ſhewn him, 
0 However, 0 turn aſide _ this diſagreeable 9 2 

ject, to expreſs great approbation at the extraord 

ce 2 ions of our Governor General and Council, 
4 to counteratct the deſigns of our numerous enemies.” 
And with this quotation I ſhall cloſe my obſervations 


on the 19th Charge. 


T know not, 1 proteſt, what my accuſer means by 
the Charge which he ſtyles © The Mogul delivered 


« up to the Marattas.” I muſt decline any anſwer to 


this Charge, until I receive ſome further lights upon 
the 9 I avow, that I would have afforded 
effeQual aſſiſtance to the Mogul, that is to the King 


Shah Allum, if powers had) been ted to me; but 


my Council differed in opinion with me, and nothing 


was done. Major Browne's letter to the Court of 
Directors, on the 6th of October, 1785, fully proves 
that no engagements of any kind were concluded. I 
declare, thar I entered into no negociations with 


Madajee Scindia for delivering the Mogul into the 


Hands of the Marattas; but I muſt have been a- mad. 
man indeed; if I had involved the Company in a war 
with the Marattas, becauſe the Mogul, as his laft re- 
Wurce, had thrown himſelf under the protection of 
Madajee Scindia. I do aſſure this Honourable Houſe, 
that when the Council: agreed to inveſt me with full 
powers, to aſſiſt the Nabob Vizier in reſtoring order 
and tranquillity throughout His dominions, I drew up 
my own inſtructions, which, on their * 4 


eame an act of government. I mention this cireum- 


ſtance, as a full refutation of my accuſer's remark, 
«© rhar the Council, being well aware of his (the ſaid 


_ «© Haſtings's) diſpoſition to engage in unwarrantable 


| « deſigns,againlt the neighbouring ſtates, did enpgiay 


« confine bis powers, &c. &c.“ 


Tue oh) remaining Chargrwhich has been delivered 


6 


Ko 


and 


to me, reſpects my treatment of Mahomed RezaCawn, 
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and the Nabob of Bengal. To this I ſhall reply ſome- 
what more at length, preſſed as I am in point of time. 
It was my lot to be entruſted by the Secret Com- 
mittee of the Court of Directors with the execution of 
orders, which were to be returned to them unſeen; in 
the event of my death. Theſe orders I received the 
day after my acceſſion to the government of Bengal. 
J ſhall inſert a copy of them, and the ſubſequent let- 
ters which paſſed: between me and the Court of Di- 
rectors on the ſubject of them. . , 


From the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors 
to Mr. Haſtings, dated the 28th Auguſt, 1771. 


e By our General Addreſs you will be informed. of 
the reaſons we have to be diſſatisfied with the admi- 
niſtration of Mahomed Reza Cawn, and will perceive 
the expediency of our diveſting him of the rank ant 
influence he holds, as Naib Dewan of Bengal. But 
though we have declared our reſolution in this reſpect 
to our Preſident and Council, yet, as the meaſures to 
be taken in conſequence thereof might be defeated by 
the Miniſter, and all enquiry into his conduct rendered 
ineffectual, were he to have any previous intimation 
of our deſigns, we, the Secret Committee, having the 
moſt perſect confidence in your judgment, prudence, 
and integrity, have thought proper 0 entruſt to 
your ęſpecial care the execution of thoſe meaſures 
which alone can render the Naib's conduct ſub- 
je& to the effect of a full enquiry, and ſecure that 
retribution which may be due on tlie detection of any 
fraud, embezzlement, or colluſive practice, in his 
public or private tranſactions. 

cc In order, therefore, to make him amenable to a 
due courſe of juſtice, and to prevent the ill conſe- 
quences which may reſult from the reſentment and re- 
venge which he may conceive in the knowledge of our 
intentions, we hereby direct and enjoin you (immed:- 
ately on the receipt of this letter) to iſſue your private 
orders, for ſeeuting the perſon of Mahomed Reta — | 
IDES : | together 


- 


* 


EE 


together with bis whole family, and his known partizans 


and adherents, and for bringing them down to Cal- = 
cutta; and it is our pleaſure that they by no means be M 


ſuffered to quit the place, until Mahomed Reza Cawn his 
Mall have exculpated himſelf from the crimes of which 


he now ſtands charged or ſuſpected. In this reſearch, 1 
your own judgment will direct you to all ſuch means Fn 
of information as may. be likely to bring to light the A 


molt ſecret of his tranſactions. We, however, cannot 
forbear recommending. to you, to avail yourſelf of the 7 
intelligence which Nundcomar may be able to give, 


reſpecting the Naib's adminiſtration; and which the = 
envy which Nundcomar is ſuppoſed to bear this mi- r 
niſter, may prompt him to a ready communication of * 
all proceedings which have come to his knowledge, *. 
we are perſuaded that no ſcrutable ou of the Nabob's ge 
conduct can have eſcaped the watchful eye of his jealous joi 


and penetrating rival. We have the fſatisfaCtion to re- 
flect, that you are too well appriſed of the ſubtilty and int 
diſpoſition of Nundcomar, to yield him any truſt or ob 
authority which may be turned to his own advantage, M 
and prove detrimental to the Company's intereſt. Ra 
© «© Though we have thought it neceſſary to intimate 
to you how little we are diſpoſed to delegate any power * 
or influence to Nundcomar, yet ſhould his information Re 
and aſſiſtance be ſerviceable to you, in your inveſti- 
gating the conduct of Mahomed Reza Cawn, you will 
yield him ſuch encouragement and reward as his trouble, * 


and the extent of his ſervices, may deſerve.” - cc 
rn; I» | "Wore Þ | | 

* i 8 7 RE © | . cc 
” ct of my Letter to the Court of Directors, ec 


\ 
+ 


* & 


dated iſt Sept. 1772. 7 


- « The immediate departure of the Colebrooke, 
which failed the day after my letter of the 24th of 0. 
April had reached her, prevented my giving you further * 
intelligence of the iſſue of the meaſures which I had 'Co 
| — the arreſt of eee rege. 7 er the 
commands were peremptory, an eſſed to myſelf alone, 
I carefully concealed them from every other perſon, 1 
„ 2 5 except 


) 
— 
ö 
} 


—_ bath. i * 
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except Mr. Middleton, whoſe aſſiſtance was neceſſary 
for their execution, until I was informed by him that 
Mahomed Reza Cawn was actually in arreſt, and on 
his way to Calcutta. I had no connection with Nund- 
comar or his family prior to the receipt of your com- 
mands by the Lapwing: on the contrary, from the 
year 1759 to the time when J left Bengal, in 1764, J 
was engaged in a continual oppoſition to the intereſts 
and deſigns of that man, becaùſe I'judged him to be 
adverſe to the intereſts of my employers ; and, in the 
courſe of this contention, I received ſufficient indica- 
tions of his il]-will, to have made me his irreconcileable 
enemy, if I could ſuffer my paſſions to ſuperſede the 
duty which I owe to the Company. To the ſervice . 
of the Company, and to your commands, I have ſacri- 
ficed my feelings, and I have combated thoſe of others, 
joined with me in the adminiſtration of your affairs. 

« The ſame principles guided me, though not un- 
influenced by other arguments of great force, in the 
choice of Munny Begum, the widow of the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier, and of Rajah Goordaſs, the ſon of Maha 
Rajah Nundcomar, the former for the chief adminiſ- 
tration, the latter for the Dewanee of the Nabob's 
houſhold ; both the declared enemies of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn. To the latter, indeed, I was principally 
inclined through your commands; and I hope it will 
appear, that I have adopted almoſt the only expedient 
in which they could be exactly fulfilled. You directed, 
cc That if the aſſiſtance of Nundcomar ſhould be ſer- 
« viceable to me in inveſtigating the conduct of 
© Mahomed Reza Cawn, I ſhould yield him ſuch re- 
« ward as his trouble, and the extent'of his ſervices, 
te may deſerve.” Had I not been guided by the cau- 
tion which you have been pleaſed to enjoin me, yet 
my own. knowledge of the character of Nundcomar 
would have reſtrained me from yielding him any truſt 
or authority, which could prove detrimental to the 


.Company's intereſts, - You will perceive by the records, 


that this appointment has not taken place without op- 

poſition, I did not think myſelf at liberty to divul 

your ſecret commands. I am at this time moſt on 4 
8 F 
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W that no other meaſure whatever would have 
been likely to prove fo effectual, either for promoting the 
enquiry which you have direfed, or " giving Erengeh ang 
duration to the new ſyſtem.” 


Extract of the Court of Directors Reply to the above. 


ec The extirpation of Mahomed Reza Cawn's influ- 
ence was abſolutely neceſſary; and as to any hopes 
which he may entertain of profiting by changes in the 
Court of Directors, theſe hopes muſt ſpeedily vaniſh, 
for however different their ſentiments may be in ſome 
iculars, they heartily concur in the propriety and ne- 
ceffity of ſetting bim afide. Your choice of the Begum 
for guardian to the Nabob, we entirely approve. The 
uſe you intend making of Nundcomar is very proper; 
and it affords us great ſatisfaction to find, that you could 
at once determine fo ſuppreſs all perſonal reſentment, 
when the public welfare ſeemed to claſh with your pri- 
vate ſentiments relative to N . W : 


Ertrag if « hender dem Mr: Haſtings to * Court of 
; DR, dated Fort William, 24th March, 1774. 


we Although the proceedings of the Board, very mi- 
nutely recorded all the meaſures which were taken for 
* roſecuting the enquiry into the conduct of Mahomed 


eza Cawn, and my own ſentiments both in the courſe 


and che iſſue of it, yet as I was originally honoured 
with your ſeparate commands for conducting this intri- 
care buſineſs, I conceive it to be in ſome meaſure in- 
cumbent on me to addreſs you on its concluſion. You 
will be pleaſed to recollett that the charge was general, 
without any ſpecification of time, places, or perſons; 
I had neither witneſſes, vouchers; nor materials to begin 
with; for theſe I relied chiefly on the abilities, obſer- 
vation, and active malignity of Nundcomar. In the 


courſe of the enquiry. ] OTE 8 the W rigid 


— 
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impartiality; not ſuffering (I can ſafely ſay) the ſmalleſt 


bias to incline me. You will ſee with what materials 
I was furniſhed; I am ſorry to ſay, that ſome were 
collected with fo little regard to decency or truth, as 
to make me apprehenſive of the effects which they - 
might have produced on my character, from the coun- 

tenance which I afforded — Meer pod in the proſecu- 


tion, had I not, in my own immediate conduct, inva- 


riably adhered to the ſtricteſt rules of juſtice. Notwith- 
ſtanding: the conſciouſneſs which I poſſeſs of my own 
integrity, and the certainty that my conduct throughout 
this 5 buſmeſs will, on the moſt rigid ſerutiny, 
do me credit, yet I am not without my fears. I am 
aware of the violent prejudices that were taken up at 
one time againſt Mahomed Reza Cawn by all ranks of 
people, both here and at home. I am alſo aware that 
in I Le where che very name of enquiry into the 
paſt management of affairs in India flatters the paſ- 
ſion of the times, and raiſes expectations of great and 
important detections, the reſult may baulk- thoſe ex- 
pectations, and turn che *0rrent of. enen clamour 
another way. 
« I muſt deelare chat 1 have another motive for my b 
fears 3 the dark and deceitful character of Nundcomar, 
whoſe gratitude no kindneſs can bind; nor even his 
own intereſt diſengage him from thoſe crooked 
tics which have deen the ſtudy and practice ot his | 
whole life. of. this T have had 1 ere e f + 


1 My experiende of his bear has never altered 
my behaviour to him, but in ſuch inſtances only, and 
ſuch have occurred, as required it for the public tran- 
quillity. I have ſupported the authority of aſt 
Gordaſs, even in oppoſition to the Begum, 'beca | 
was eonſiſtent with your intereſt,” - * 

Mabomed Reza Cawn was acquitted by me, and 

in i775 to the ſuperintendance of the Na- 


bs 
bob's houſhold, during his minority, and to the admi- 


nitration: of criminal juſtice throughout the provinces. 


| H * Board, 


i E 
* 
* 


Te. wa — on was removed in 17785 by the 
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Board, where Thad a caſting voice, the Nabob being 
then 20 years of age. Of this removal the Court of 
Directors diſapproved, and, againſt the moſt ſtrenuous 
remonſtrances of the Nabob and all his family, he was 
re- appointed in 1780, when the Nabob was 23 years of 
age. On repeated petitions from the Nabob, I again 
removed Mahomed Reza Cawn, in 1781, from being 
guardian of the minority of a man who was then 24 
ears of age, but he was continued Chief Criminal 
Tuage of the provinces, and that office he ſtilll retains, 
T have ſettled jagheers on his two ſons, which produce 
them a liberal income. To my juſtice and imparti- 
ality Mahomed Reza Cawn has often declared he owes 
his liſe and Honour, when the deepeſt ſchemes of vil- 
lainy were laid to deprive him of both. He has re- 
ceived many offices of kindneſs from me; and I am 
I hope I may be allowed to make an obſervation on 
the conduct of the Court of Directors, as it reſpected 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, Nundcomar, and myſelf. The 
gratitude which I owe to them, and the reſpect which 
I feel for the individual members of that court, is as 
great as can warm the breaſt of any man; yet I had 
f ubſtantial cauſe of complaint againſt them for the 
return I met with for a rigid and literal obedience to 
their orders in the inſtance I have quoted. I employed 
Nundcomar, and I proſecuted Mahomed Reza Cawn. 
The Directors were well aware of the faithleſs charac- 
ter of the firſt, and aſſured me, that under no change 
Frhatſoever ſhould the latter be reſtored to power; yet 
both theſe men, within two years of the date of their 
letter, were employed as inſtruments of vengeance 
Againſt me. The opinions of counſel were taken in. 
England, whether, upon the informations of Nund- 
comar-a proſecution could not be inſtituted againſt me 


ſuor money ſtared to be corruptly taken; and there was 


2 time when I was threatened with a proſecution by 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, for a rigid obedience to the 
orders of my ſuperiors ; — and I ſtand here now to an- 
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ſwer to a Charge of High Crimes and r | 
for having obeyed theſe orders. 13 

1 — not ſufficient time left to enter minutely 
into the particulars of my defence againſt the Charge 
intruded into this article, of inſolence and oppreſ- 
ſive treatment of the N abob Mobarek ul Dowlah, 
and thereſore borrow. the aid of Sir John D'Oy- 
pk who was the reſident at the Durbar, and is 

with being the inſtrument of my. oppreſ- 


| five acts to the Nabob, to recite,” as he would do 


upon oath, if required, all that he knows relative to 
theſe tranſactions, and his teſtimony is hereunto an- 
nexed. It remains ſor me only to premiſe, in a-few 


words, that I always regarded the Nabob Mobarek 


ul Dowlah as ——. under my protection, and myſeif 
as his at whenever he committed ſuch 
— as tended to injure either his intereſt or 
reputation in an eſſential manner, I admoniſhed him 
to avoid ſuch exceſſes in future; and by gentle per- 
Cake, for I never uſed any other, I tried, and ge- 
nerally with ſucceſs, to wean him from his bad habits, 
as 1 became acquainted; with them. | 
I prevailed upon him to remove diſcradicable people © 
fram his ſaciety, and I gave.him the affiſtance of Sir 
John D'Oyly, under my own inſtructions, to make 
a new arrangement and diſtribution of his expences, 


becauſe they had run out beyond all bounds; and if-I: 
had not done this, he would have been involved in 
debt, his palace would have been ſurrounded by cla- 


morous creditors, and ultimately the demand would 
have been defrayed from our treaſury. 1 hope nothing 


Jhave ſaid will appear to reflect on the young Nabob, 


whoſe diſpoſition is gentle and pliant, and his general 
behaviour ſuch as merits every inſtance of kindneſs 
that ean be ſhewn him by the Eaſt India Company. 
I was appointed reſident on the reſignation of Mr. 
Byam Martin, in the month of January 1780, and 


took — 2 beginning of een — 


ſame year. * n * 4 1 * 1 2210 
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ce The fubftance of the inftruftions Lrectived was ts 


endeavour, by every means in my power, to coneiliate 
te good opinion and regard of the Nabob and his Fa- 


mily, chat I might be able to perſuade him to adept 


effectual meaſures for the — 8 regulation of his ex- 
which were underſtood. to have greatly enceed- 
ed his income; that I might prevent his forming im- 


*. connections, or taking any ſteps — to 


? and by every means in my power ſupport 
his credit and dignity: in the eyes of the world: and 
with reſpect to the various branches of his fami 5 
was inſtructed to endeavour to put a ſtop to the difl 
fins which had too frequentiy prevailed a 
them. The Nabob on bis part —— 
pay 1 +yrytpr ho mgphemn 
done to thar of the Governor General in 

e „ Some time (I think) in the month of — 
of. the ſame year, I received à letter from Mr. Haſt- 
ings, purporting chat the critical ſituation of affairs 
requiring the union and utmoſt exertion of every mem · 
ber of the gouermnent, to give vigour to the acts ne- 
ceſſary for its relief, he had agreed to an accommoda- 
tion with Mr. Francis; but to effect this point, he had 
been under the neceſſity of making ſome painful ſacri- 
fices, antl particularly that of the reſtoration of Ma- 
homed Reza Than to the office of Naib'Soubah, a 


meaſure which he knew muſt; be highly diſagrecable 


to the Nabob, and which nothing but the urgent ne- 
_ cefſiry/of the cafe ſhould have led him to acquieſce in; 


chat he relied on me to ſtate all theſe cireumſtances in 


moſt fordible manner to the Nabob, and to 

his. compliance, aſſuring him thar-ir ſhovid not con- 

tinue longer than until t neut — vecewed: 

from. the Court of Directors. Ha 
Never did 1 — Aiſucatvable ul 


ſo teluctant was the Nabob to concur; and ſuch in- 

ation did he expreſs at being again ſubjected to ſo. 

diſagteeable a ſituation, chat I. More than once de- 

ſpaired of ſucceſs, and apprehended that he would, as 

* 3 repair to 1 and appeal Fay 
na 
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nally to the juſtice of the Council; anf notiniy: 1 
am perſuaded, would have induced him to acqmeſce; 
— aſſurances to him, on the part of the Gover- 
nor General, that it was only a temporary meaſure, a5. 
ſolutely rieceſfaty for the welfare of the ſtate, and ſhould 
be done away as ſoon as that neceſſity was removed; 
The letter, which contained the Nabob's | 
will prove how much he felt himſelf injured by it. 
„ Mabomed Reza Khan was accordingly reinlimed 
in all his offices, and the Nabob again reduced to the 
ame He was chen ax 2 


"Cs Abe ci . — * vos; Mr. F 
being then at Moorfhedebad, communicated ro me 
intention of performing his promife to the Nabob, — 
reſtoring him to the management of his own affairs 3 
and at — ſame time gave me inſtructions, with the 
doncutrence of the Nabob, to make a minute inveſti- 
gation into the Nabob's accounts, and to concert with 
him a plan for the reduction of his expences within his 
income: he alſo drew up eertain articbes of inſtruction 
for the Nabob's conduct, and the management of his 
affairs. This change was by no means agreeable to 
me, as I was ſcnfible it drew on me à great weight of 
reſpcnſibility, and that the reform, 'which I had en- 
to uſe my endeavours to bring about, would 
not only be a laborious and arduous — but 
ſubject me to the enmity of all thoſe o muſt» ſuſſer 
by it. J however undertook it; and the Nabob, at 
my requeſt, did order his Accountants to furniſh:me 
we. whatever papers I ſhould call for. Theſe were 
very voluminous; and I found, on i ion, that 
his diſburſements exceeded his ſtipend about three 
lacks of rupees per annum. I ſet ahout to form 1 
plan ot — and requeſted of the Nabob ta de 
the ſame; and when both were finiſhed, we compared 
them, and from both, b mutual „ ech all 
his expences on ſuch a as to come wichiw bun 
income. Doubtleſs this — bee ed ane 
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enabled to live much better than he bad ever done 
before. 


* During the eee of Mahomed: Reza 


Khan, it had been a conſtant ſubject of complaint 
from him, and of repreſentation to the Nabob from 
me, that many of thoſe of whom he made ns 
were perſons neither entitled, by their rank in life, or by 
the goodneſs of their characters, to ſuch a diſtinctions 
and indeed they frequently led him into very improper 
and diſgraceful acts: Alſo, © That many Europeans 
made i it à practice to vĩſit the Nabob, in hopes of re- 
ceiving preſents from him; and to my knowledge, 
ſeveral/Europtay ſervants had intruded themſelves into 
the Nabob's company as gentlemen, and through his 


_ Ignorance had been treated as ſuch by him. _ Theſe 


circumſtances: I repreſented to the: Governor General, 
- who made it à point with the Nabob to avoid it in 
future, by informing himſelf from me of the different 
characters who were deſirous of viſiting him; to this 
| he cheerfully agreed, and I never once objected to 
any perſon, in the character of a gentleman, viſiting 
the Nabob. He was pleaſed alſo to remove from 
about his perſon the other parties complained of. 

ee The Nabob did actually diſavow and — 
with a moſt ſolemn oath, that he never authorized any 
perſon whatever to make an offer to give up any part 
of his ſtipend; and never did I ſee expreſſion of afto- 


niſhment painted in the countenance of any perſon 


more than in that of —— e firſt 
—_ it; his remark-was, © How is it poſſible to ſup- 
ſe ſuch __ _— —— 5 . when 
Lam already much ſtraitene the inadequacy of 
. income to my diſburſements, and have been 
< continually applying for relief from my. . 
6 ties,” He was ſo enraged at the circumſtanc ; 
to baniſſ the perſon from-his'preſence; 1 _ vic | 
"LS Fo ne reduced plan of the/Nabob's expences cduld 
"to diſgrace him in che eyes of the peo- 
=p e reſident never appeared in it — no part of it 


in his name; in fact it was a plan of his un. 
« I cannot 


was — but with his concurrence, and made public 
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cannot pretend to ſay what might have been 
formerly the practice reſpecting the iſſuing the Nabob's 
ſtipend; that which ſubſiſted on my taking charge 
was this: The reſident made application by writing to 


the provincial council of revenue at Moorſhedebad, 


to the collector of Rajeſhahey, or whoever was ap- 
pointed to furniſh the ſupplies for a ſpecific ſum, 
from one to five. lacks of rupees; when received, 
it was paid to the Nab Soubah, whilſt that office 
exiſted, or to the Dewan, who gave receipts under 
his own and the Nabob's ſeal and ſignature, which 
receipts were kept As, vouchers, and to be ſent 


don to the Prefidency whenever the Accountant-Ge- 


neral called for them. I never received any orders to 
ſend to the Council an annual account of the particu- 
lars of the Nabob's diſtribution of his ſtipend; nor 
ſhould I have thought myſelf authorized to have de- 
manded ſuch an account from the Nabob. I received 
the ſupplies in groſs ſums, and immediately paid the 
fame in groſs ſums. The Reſident ſends down an ac- 


count: current monthly of the receipts: and diſburſe- 
ments of his office, and the receipts from the Nabob, 
&c. are the vouchers for the having iſſued it. 


I could have very little occaſion to correſpond with 
the Nabob when I lived within four miles of his palace; 
and ſet apart two days in the week for meeting him on 
buſineſs. Letters of complement or inquiry I might have 
written to him, but I believe never on buſineſs; bez 
ſides, not a day ever paſſed without the attendance of 
the Dewan. _ ; 1 e 
The Company have received a very full and cir- 


eumſtantial account of the ſituation of the Nabob's: af 


fairs in a letter written in the year 1783, in which his 
diſtreſſes, and the cauſes of them, are particularly ſet 
forth. That his diſtreſſes are great, that he is burihen- 
ed with an enormous debt, and that not only the Muſ- 
ſulmans dependant on his family, but even many of his 
relations, and others of high rank, are reduced to a 


ſtate of indigence, is moſt true, and calls loudly for re- 


lief. He made repeated applications to the council on 


. this ſubjeQ, and repreſemations were made to the Court 
£268] e of 
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of -DireQors ; but as theſe were not attended with ſue- 
ei, he did, with the concurrence: of the Governor 
General, determine to make 2 dirett--appeal. to the 
Company for relief. i- wil anend 08 
| . 1 > 
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5 Iv On tie Su of Mahomed Reza Khan.” 


. ed Dew Ken, 1 from of. 
bee, vepentedly declarcd to me his fatisfattion at being 
reheved from à ſtation which was not only exceedingly 
_ troubleſome, but to the higheſt — both 
from the inadequacy of the ſtipend to the neceſſary ex- 
ü and from che numerous claimants on it, both 

among his own de and thoſe of the Nabob's 
— and who, if diſappointed, took every means in 
their power to miſrepreſent his conduct, or Fr 


bis meaſures; to which the Nabob, from a defire to 


emancipate himſelf from a yoke at · once ſo galling and 
dilgraceful, was ever ready to lend his ſupport: The 
neceſſary conſequence was a conſtant augmentation of 
a debt, commenced under his father, and increaſed 
under each of his 2 e, een Tos 
TEENS ns : 
£3 £23 1 n ˙˖˙ 43:if5 
Extrafts of a 8 an landed nab berech ul Dow. 
| hy ag the Court of Directors, e in ee ”"__ 
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* * Dowlab, the ſum allotted for the expences of the Ni- 
<. zamut;'the ſubſiſtence of its dependants, and the ſup- 
© pore" of its ſplendor, was fixed at upwards of fifty 
«Jacks of and that this — from What, it 
60 22 in the time of che Nabob my father, and 
E 8 
% multitudes in Bengal, let the Honourable Company 
judge ho infiniteſy the diſtreſs mult have been ag- 
; Are . 
- um 


predeceſſors, occaſioned ſuch ruin und diſtreſs to 
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ſum of ſixteen lacks; and to the farmer. eſtabliſhed 

ic expences were added thoſe of ſupporting; all the 

c women,.; relatives, connections, and dependants/ of 
« my father and the ſucceeding Nazims (vhich in 
« Hindoſtan amount to an incredible number; and in- 
* conceivable expence) and they will then he able to 
« form. ſome judgment of the preſent miſerable ſtate of 
* the Nizamut. | Thoſe who are acquainted with the 
* manners and cuſtoms of different countries Know, 
« that moſt of the Muſſulmans of this country are to- 
* tally detached from trade and manufaftures, particu» 
* larly thoſe who haye been in the fervice of the King 
ce or. Princes of the country, who are accuſtomed to 
te conſider their offices as for life; this being the cale, 
it mult be evident to what a ſtate of diſtreſs all under 
tue this predicament, with their families, muſt be reduce; 


from having heen ſa many years out af » employ, 
* through my inability to retain them in pa. 
As the Almighty delegates! his power to Princes 
and Magiſtrates, for the purpoſe of een the 
* needy, and for the eaſe and happineſs of mankind; 
© a multitude of people in Bengal derived their ſub- 
*« ſiſtence from the cquntry of the Nazims, the fame of 
* which hrought numerous bodies, in expeRatian af a 
ee Iiyelibhood, from the different parts of Hindoſtan, 
« from Perſia, &c. nor vere they td. There 
* are till thouſands of theſe in the utmoſt diſtreſs, who 
* look forward with hope to the re-eſtabliſhment of the 
« eaſe and ſplendor of Nizamut through the liberality, 
“ of the Company. In faq, innumerable Muſſulmans 


* and others depend on the Nizamut for a ſubſiſtence. 


My requeſts are, 


„ Firſt, That as I have now attained my twenty- 
eighth year, and am perfectly competent to the ma- 
«« nagement of my own affairs in the propereſt man- 
te ner, my undoubted right to be maſter in my own. 
« family, by the appointment and diſmiſſion of my 
„ Miniſter (Naib) and — be acknowledged. It 
e | | i e 


J 
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© can never be neceſſary: that any interference ſhould 


ce take place in matters of this kind; ſuch interference 
r has already been highly detrimental to my affairs; 
and God is my witneſs that, but for the kindneſs and 
. friendly attention of the Governor General: and the 
* meaſures he has taken for the regulation of my af- 
cc fairs, I ſhould at this time have been in tenfold: debt 
* and diſtreſs” By means of his kindneſs, and the aſſi- 
© dbuity of Sir,John D'Oyly, my affairs have been put 
in ſuch a train as to enable me to expeR your deter- 
* mination. My obligations to the Governor General 


<'are boundleſs: Were I to write volumes on the ſub- 


e jelt I could never ſufficiently expreſs my gratitude: 
The virtues which adorn bis character are recious 
gifts of the Almighty to the people of Hit , and 
2 te enſure to them the enjoyment of comfort and kale 
* That God may preſerve his life and power, and long 
© continue him in the government of this country, is 
© not my wiſh alone, but that of the whole — mo 
Although the great refpe&t ſhewn me by he Go- 
* 'vernor General on every occaſion calls for my warm- 
* cſt;gratitude, and God is my witneſs that I am ſo per- 
* feRly content therewith, that had I a thouſand tongues 
e ſhould fail in the praiſes juſtly due to his virtues; 
yet, as ſuch qualities are rarely found, the confidera- 
cc tion of the future leads me to requeſt you vill. direct 
te that the forms of he Quo to wy ran way id in- 
85 e e N 0 
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tunity of peruſing until my return laſt night from 

| this Honourable Houſe ; it will not, therefore, be ex- 

| petted that my anfwer to each ſhould be long; in truth, 
the ſubjetts do not require a long defence. I affirm, 


I affirm, that every, ſtep which I took in the year 1778, 


the defence of the Company's N e the 
and the Marattas. 


12 


His and the following Charge 1 had no oppor- 


| - IJ 
tertained, unleſs their production ſhould be deemed 
dangerous to the national intereſts. —I affirm, that the 
Court of Directors, with the approbation of his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, approved of my conduct in forming 
a detachment for the defence of our poſſeſſions in the 
Weſt of India.—I affirm, that when 1 propoſed to 
change the deſtination of this detachment, and to form 
an alliance with the Rajah of Berar, it was not to pur- 
| ſue ſchemes of conqueſt, but to defend the Britiſh em- 
pire in India from the dangers with which it was threat- 
ened by the war with France, of which we had then 
received intelligence.—1 affirm, that I had received 
from Mr. Elliott a very pariicular relation of The Reps 
which France meant to purſue at the commencement of 
the war, and that Mr. Elliott's information came from 
the moſt reſpeQable on in Europe; that it _ 
eonfirmed to me a the reception of a 
French ſs 2. the court jg Ren. "add Tell. 
_ of the moſt ekatt coincidence with his from 
oon. cl affirm again, that I was not the author of 
the Maratta war; that the truth of this affertion has 
been proved again and again.—But 1 afhrm, that the 
peace is my own; that it was 


1 of the Maratta 

5 - * f p 1 * wy Te of of et + 1 ht . . 8 
nc | under reater 1 lies than any. Miniſter, 
at any period of time, in any nation, has had to con- 


1 


tend with ; that every poffible obſtruction was thrown 
in the way of the negociation for peace, by the advices 
which every diſpatch brought from England: theſe di- 
minimed my authority, and annoupced my diſmiſnon 


from the ſervice. Every man in England, who fpoke 


clared, as I have been informed, that peace upon 2 
terms was "deſirable, and that ho peace could he a ba 

one.—T affirm, that under all theſe diſadvantages, the 
peace eopeluded by Mr: David Anderſon, under my 
inftrotions; was honoufable and "advantageous in the 


- s 4 , 


— 45 
at it has x 


| Fay ] | 
received the unanimous thanks of the DireQors, and 
the thanks of the Proprietors, with one diſſenting voice 
only amongſt the latter, for effecting this important ſer- 
vice to my _— and 3 eee _ _ 4-6 
lieve, till I read it in the e, that a ſingle perſon 
in Europe or in India, A bart des hes ney ig- 
nominious or diſhonourable. My — n 
ence with Mr. Anderſon, and his letters to me, are at 
the India Houſe; to theſe letters d En and I reſt 
my defence c on the evidence they contain. 
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SUPPRESSION of CORRE- 
SPONDENCE. _ 


| T Hrs i is a Charge for FT ſuppreſſion of carreſpond- E 
ence with the Princes and Country Powers of In- 
dia: I ſhall reſerve my reply till the inſtances are ſtated 
in which I have ſuppreſſed correſpondence; denying U 
for the preſent, as I ſolemnly do, that I had any impro- 
per or dangerous practices of any kind to cover or : 

' conceal from my Council, the Court of Direftors, or | 
1 Britiſh nation. 
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WARREN HASTINGS, Exc, 
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(Late Governor GENERAL of BENOAL,) 
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W the kar of the: fereral Charges of High 


Crimes and Miſdeme 
in the Year 1786. 
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TFVHIS Charge was not delivered to me till late 
I on the 8thinſtant; and I was informed yelterday 
morning, that in compliance with the prayer of my 
tition, to be heard in reply to it, this Honourable 
Houſe had been pleaſed to direct my. attendance. on 
this day. I moſt reſpectfully allude to the ſhort in- 
terval of time allowed me for this purpoſe, not as in- 
dicating the Nighteſt | ground of complaint; for I 
accept with equal gratitude the permiſſion to appear 
in my own defence, and the early allowance of my 
attendance, it being, next to my entire acquittal, my 
firſt wiſh to obtain a ſpeedy termination of the 7 wa 
But it is proper to 7 to this Honourahle Houſe 
the juſt ples rhich I may have for any deficiency of 
my Defence: to this laſt article of the Charge, drying 5 
from the want of ſufficient-time to examine every part 
of it every part of it containing ſome politive or 


3 * 
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inſinuated, but not always a diſcoverable Charge ; 
and the whole comprizing no leſs than 21 folio pages. 


Theſe have-furniſhed.. me with employment for one 
third of my allotted portion of time to read, to 


analyze, and to und d ſo much as I do under- 


ſtand of them, much of their ſenſe being diſſipated 


by nice and fybtle diſtinctions, and obſcured by — 


ſions which I have not leiſure to trhee to their docu- 
ments, and perplexed by forced inferences, and the 
introduction of other Char which are totally 
foreign from Fu — uch un; that I $4 rn 
an illegal delegation o whole powers 

« Governor Genel and Council, in By. 11175 
that I reflected diſcredit to the Crown of Great 
Britain by a private converſation with Sir Elijah 


Impey;“ and many other lateral accuſations and 


inſinuations of the Tike extr Ane quality. 
f All ſuch matters, as of inferior note, I ſhall 0 
without more Le ngpe them, — to _e 


1 Juſtice which have al 
"PIT pu of fibgral this? Hohourab 


ouſe or — 
acquittal of theſe minuter Charges, if in * main 
ints I ſhall a _-_ to have conſulted the intereſt, 
nour, and ſafety of my employers ;- and that I could 
have no view to my own intereſt in the proceedings 
vhich have a relation to ehe Charge, us in effect no 
foch VIEW or could | Have been 5 0 me in ĩt. 
25 A SLES 4/5 Fee FT fi; 5 7; Ts 
The Chiirge'confiſts of ei © 2idded-chky b. 
1 a d ſtheſe ſubdi vide —— en 
pl be RR ane numbered Pofftlo. 


Khan, Kc. e the treaty uf Lall- Dong. 
. un examine hinbtely, as it wa ferve to 
rove What L have aſſerted e ches character of 
reioh'; 'ahd 1 in thew' to this Ho- 
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e fit chi der is [nated Rights of Byzool 
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rſt. The Firſt Poſition ſtates, that Ally Mahmud, 
the father of Fyzoolla Cawn, was the ſovereign of 
Cutteher or Rohilcund; and by aſcribing to him a 
« Renown in the Hiſtory of Hindoſtan,”. it mult 
have been intended to convey the concluſive opinion, 
that he inherited his ſovereignty from a line of a an- 
ceſtors who held it before him. 

Both points are falſe in fact. Ally Mahmud was 
not the ſovereign of Cutteher or Rohilcund, but the 
uſurper of that province, which he originally ac- 
quired as a ſervant. of the crown, and converted into 
an independency by repeated acts of rebellion againſt 
his lawful maſter and ſovereign; and his father Daood | 
Cawn (I think that was his pare) 4 had no W 
or fo6Ung 1 in that country. - 

ad. The Second Poſition ſtates in terms, the, pro- 
vince of Cuttcher to be the; © ancient eſtates,” and 
cc hereditary rights,” of Fyzoolla Cawn, which 1 
again aſſert to be falſe in fact. Theſe words are in- 
deed borrowed from, tranſlations of letters from Fy- 
ꝛ2oolla Cawn to Colonel Champion; but I have doubts, 
which I have a right to expreſs, of the fidelity of the 
tranſlation; and even af it be Zenuine, it is but the 
aſſertion of F yzoolla Cawn himſelf, in favour of his 
own caufe, which cannot be ee in evidence of 
it; and the evidence againfl it abounds in the records 
of the Company, which are before this Honourable 
Houſe, and on undoubted notoriety. Try 
4d. In this Poſition he is again, a chird time, 
ſtated: t the undoubted heir of his father's authority; 
which, as the Chapter itſelf is entitled Rights,” and 
theſe can only mean rights of which,my conduct was 
a violation, is untrue in that ſenſe 8 
aAth. This Poſition ſtates again, (the ah: time) the 
country in queſtion to be his ancient poſſeſſions, the 
country oſ his father; and. it ſtates, by implication, 
that he was innocent of the war; yet the 3d Poſition 
has admitted, that the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn, with 
« fame: of his people, was preſent, at the deciſive bat- 
4 tle of St. George, but 9 3 
ee of flea —— 
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4 good towards the mountains, with all his treaſure, 
and « there collected the frattered remains of his 
« countrymen; that is, for ſo it was, ſtill conti- 
nucd the war againſt us in chief. Both cen 
cannot be true. | 
th. This ſtates in terms, that I rejected a ſpecific 
offer, by which, if accepted, an annual increaſe of 
near 400, oo0 l. would have accrued to the revenue of 
our ally, and the immediate acquiſition of 300, ooo l. 
to the Company, which is not true; for no conſe- 
quences can be more remote from their premiſes, than 
that the performance of ſo extravagant an offer would 
have followed the acceptance of it, when it appears in 
proof before this Honourable Houſe, that a moſt 
facred engagement of the whole Rohilla tribe, before 
the war, was inſufficient to bind them to the payment 
of little more than half the ſum which Fyzoolla Cawn 
offered to pay for the poſſeſſion of the country after 
the war. In effect, the extravagance of the offer was 
a clear proof of che infincerity of the man * made 
| ", and fo I treated it. 

© -6th.” This ſeems to be a Charge of Decking: for 
it ſtates, „that ſo great was the confidence of the 
% Nabob Fyzoola * in the juſt, humane, and 
liberal feelings of Engliſhmen, as to lull bim into 


2 « an mattivity of the moſt effential detriment to his 


* jntereſts; and this effect is diſplayed by a detail of 

what he might have done; blen che Charge affirms 
< would have enabled him certainly to baffle all pur- 
| 2 ſoit, and probably to keep the Vizier in a ſtate of 
b diſquietude for the remainder of his life.“ Now 
Either it is inſinuated by this ſtate of facts, that I, by 
ſome act or eh did deceive or lull him (as it 
is exprefſed) into this activity; ; or it ſimply affirms 
that he deceived himſelf. If the Werder is meant, 1 
deny the fact, and it is refuted by the Whole tenor of 
Colonel Champion's correſpondence; if the latter, 


2 *Fyzoolla Cawn only is to blame for the neglect of his 


own intereſts; And why is this inferted- in an accu- 
ſotion againſt the? Why, but to miſlead the unwary 
# +5 th "IO artful” involution of — 
i 5 3 
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dependent c on another, with expectations that might 8 


be inferred to have ariſen from me. As to the de- 
ception itſelf, from whomſoever it proceeded, fince I 
had no concern it, I ſhould be moſt heartily, glad of 
it, if it were really true, that ĩt prevented him 5 from 
« keeping the Vizier in a ſtare of diſquietude for the 
« remainder of his life;” for the Britiſh intereſts 
would have been equally injured and endangered by. 
it; and it was not my duty to awake the vi ilance. of 
an enemy in arms a in he us, or to apprize him of the 
advantages of which he might avail himſelf to our 
detriment. . 
7th. If I underſtand this, it means chat Colonel 
Champion's propoſal of peace with Fyzoolla Cawn 
was efſenciall X 
Britiſh juſtice and humanity, which 1 facrificed-by my 
heſitation; to agree to ir. I may ſafely deny this alle- 
2:1 44125 Bu the firſt propoſition is not attempted to 


proved; nor, if it were proved, would the latter 


follow as a. conſequence of it. We had certainly a 


right to continue our operations againſt an enemy in 


actual war with us, if we could not agree on the con 
ditions of accommodation. 


8th. In this poſition the conduct of the . — 


in Chief is decorated with all the gaudy epithets of 
E Tic, to make my character appear the blacker 
y the contraſt. I crave leave to quote the whole 
paſſage as it ſtands—*<* That in anſwer to ſuch laudable 
e with of the ſaid Commander in Chief, the Preſident 
„(Warren Haſtings) preferring his own prohibited 
ce, plans of extended dominion to the mild, equitable, and 
* wiſe. policy inculcated in the ſtanding orders of his 
e ſuperiors, and now enforced by the recommendation 
e of the Commander in Chief, did inftru& and deſire 
ce him, the ſaid Commander in Chief, inſtead of ſo- 
« liciting the Vizier to relinquiſh his: conqueſt to 
cc Fy — 133 to diſcourage it, as much as it 


« was in his power, „ although the ſaid Haſtings 
* did not once. expreſs, or even intimate, any doubt 
« % whatever of the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn's innocence 


5 45 40 the origin of the war, or of his hereditary | 
« right 


y, neceſſary. to the r 1 of the 
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right to the territory which he claimed; but to the 
* ſaid pleas of the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn, as well as 
to the argument both of polity and juſtice, advanced 
by the Commander in Chief, he the faid Haſtings 
4 did ſolely oppoſe certain perulative objects of 
_ © imagined expediency ; ſumming up his decided re- 
« jection of the propoſals made by the Nabob Fy- 
_ «zoolla Cawn, in the following remarkable words: 
<< "With refpef to Fyzoola Cawn be appears not to ne- 


x 
ak. 


1 


rere an impediment 10 any of our meaſures, or to affet 


Firſt Article of the Charge, namely, the Rohilla war; 


: 


in my anſwer to which I have faid all that was necef- 
fary for me to urge on the ſubje&. I have alſo en- 
. deavoured in the ſame place to prove, and I think 1 
| have proved, both to the juſtice and policy of the war 
undertaken with the Rohillas, Theſe are points which 
F claim to be allowed me in the prefent Charge, be- 
cauſe either they are already proved, or they muſt 
operate to my condemnation 9 rl the whole 
courſe of the war, and cannot apply further than the 
I Charge itſelf to any of my tranſactions 
Wich Fyzoola Cawn. But if t ent 
with. the principle of juſtice, it was alfo allowable b 
the laws of war, and it became my duty, ſo far as 
was the director of it, to proſecute it to e attain- 
ment of its profeſſed purpoſes, or of others equivalent 
t them, or as nearly equivalent as I could obtain. 
| The Commander in Chicf was defirovs of 8 
. 4 peace with Fyzoola Cawn, and leaving him in poſ- 
on of a part of the*country for which we * con- 
#5.:55 : te ing. 


® 


the war was conſiſtent 
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tending. I was of a different opinion; an opinion not 
ſpeculative, as it is deſcribed, but obligatory by the 
principles of conſiſtency, to which I have ever adhered 
as a primary rule of conduct, and by the terms to 
which I myſelf had exacted the compliance of the Na- 
bob Suja Dowlah, before I would ſuffer the Company 
to be a party to the war, namely, that if we were once 
engaged in it, we ſhould not deſiſt till we had accom- 

liſhed the total reduction of the country—as will be 
een by my letter to the Nabob Suja Dowlah, entered 
in conſultation of the 22d November 1773, and in 
the Appendix to the Fifth Report of the Secret m- 


mittee, No. 24. It was not neceſſary that I ſhould 


change my original plan, becauſe the Commander in 
Chief recommended, though this ſeems to be ſtated 
as a crime againſt me. Neither was it: neceſſary for 
me, in a correſpondence with the Commander in 
Chief, then the executive officer of the board, not 
Joined in their deliberations, to enter into a diſcuſſion 
of the original grounds of the war, or of the inno- 
cence of Fyzoola Cawn as to the origin of it, or his 
rights of inheritance, though my ſilence on theſe points 
is ſtated as an admiſſion of them againſt myſelf. The 
uſe that is made'of my letter to Colonel Champion, is 
an inſtance of that unfair mode of quotation, of 
which I have already had too frequent occafion to 
complain in the other articles of the Charge preferred 


againſt me. I ſhall therefore beg leave to treſpaſs on 
the patience of this Honourable Houſe, by inſerting 


the letter at large, by which they will judge for them- 
ſelves, whether it deſerves to be treated as a mere 
© oppoſition of certain ſpeculative objects of imagined 
* expediency to arguments of policy and juſtice.” 


To Colonel Champion, &c. 
Saas, 
001 am now to reply to your letter dated the 28th 

of May. The following are my ſentiments on the 


propoſitions which have been made to you by Abdu- 
| Eg L I reen 
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reen Khan on the part of Fyzoola Khan: The firſt is 
not to be liſtened to; it would be a owes violation 
of our treaty with the Vizier. 
The ſecond muſt depend ſolely upon the Vizier; 
and if it 4s not agrecable to him, we could neither 
compel nor inſiſt to > his acceeding to it. 
The third is exactly the ſame with the ſecond, 
with the difference only of offering money to the 
Company for influencing the Vizier; for which reaſon 
I would of the two prefer the ſecond to the third, 
becauſe. ſuch an agreement muſt become public, and 
a conduct of this kind would breed perpetual diſtruſt 
in the Vizier agent every future advice we ſhould 
give. him. 

Theſe are my particular objections to the ſeveral 


propoſitions; but I have one general objection to the 


whole of them, which is, that they are diametrically 
oppoſite to the principle on which the Rohilla expe- 
dition was on our part undertaken, which was not 
merely on account of the pecuniary acquiſition of 
forty lacks of rupees to the Company; for although 
this might be an acceſſory argument, it was by no 
means the chief object of the undertaking. 

e We engaged to aſſiſt the Vizier in reducing the 
Rohilla country under his dominion, that the boun- 
dary of his poſſeſſions might be compleated, by the 
Ganges forming a barrier to cover them from the at- 
tacks and inſults to which they were expoſed by his 
enemies, either poſſeſſing or having acceſs to the Ro- 
hilla country; ; this our alliance with him, -and the ne- 
ceſſity of maintaining this alliance, ſo long as he and 


his ſucceſſors ſhall deſerve our protection, rendered 
advantageous to the Company's intereſt, becauſe the 


ſecurity of his poſſeſſions from invaſions in that quar- 


ter is in fact the ſecurity of ours. But if the Rohilla 


country is delivered to F yzoola Khan, the advantages 
propoſed from this meaſure will be totally defeated ; 
the ſame objections from the Vizier will take place 
againſt him as againſt Hafez Rhamut; he will be ac- 
tuated by-the ſame principles of ſelf-defence, and the 
* impreſſions 111 to ſcek the protect ion =; 
421 Other 
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other powers againſt the Vizier, and of courſe will 


create the ſame jealouſies and ſuſpicions in the mind 
of the Vizier, wich the additional and ſtrong incentive 
to a mutual animoſity, of an enormous debt, which 
probably Fyzoola Khan will find no other means to 
get clear of, but by engaging in hoſtilities againſt 
the Vizier. 444 | * 


e cannot ſubſcribe to your opinion of the Vizier 


being unable to maintain poſſeſſion of the conquered 
country; it is at leaſt certain that there is a much 


greater probability of his maintaining poſſeſſion: of it, 


ſupported by the reſources of his hereditary do- 
minions, and the credit of the Engliſh protection, 
even without our actual intervention, than that Fyzoola 
Khan ſhould' maintain the poſſeſſion of it; a man of 
no repute, without natural power or intereſt, and un- 
provided with every mans of ſelf-defence. The 
Board undertook the Rohilla expedition on à firm 
conviction, both that the Vizier would be able to 
maintain his conqueſt of it, and that it would make 
his other dominions more defenſible for the reaſon 
before aſſigned; and with reſpect to myſelf, I declare, 
that if I had not been morally certain of the juſtneſs 


of this reaſoning, I would not have conſented to have 
entered upon the enterprize at all. W i ne 


« Upon the whole, my opinion is, that inſtead of 


ſoliciting the Vizier to relinquiſh” his conqueſt to 


Fyzoola Khan, every argument ſhould be uſed: to diſ- 
ſuade him from ſuch an intention, and it is my defire. 


that you will diſcourge it as much as is in your power. 


I make no doubt but, from the explanation I have 


given, you will be convinced both of the propriety- 


of adhering to the principles now laid down, -and the. 


neceſlity- of acting with confiſtency. Excuſe me for 
adding, that if we ſuffer our attention to be drawn off 


from our grand and principal deſign by every adven-. 


titious allurement that may preſent itſelf,” our conduct 
muſt prove deſultory, and we can adhere to no regular 
plan, nor propoſe any certain end to our purſuits. 


« You mention the neceſſity the Vizier will be un- 


der of conſtantly having a brigade of our troops with. 
| . | 8 hin I, 
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him, as an argument againſt his retaining the Rohilla 
country, which you have repeated in ſeveral of your 
letters, but I ſhould be ſorry to regard this circum- 
ſtance in that light: It has always been my wiſh, it 


was a principal reaſon aſſigned by the Board to the 


Court of Directors for our joint undertaking with the 


Vizier, that a third part of our army ſhould be con- 


ſtantly employed in his country; becauſe it would 
keep them from loſing diſcipline and vigour by in- 
action, would prove an encouragement to the officers 
and foldiers, would ſave the Company a very con- 
fiderable expence, and perpetuate the dependence of 
the Vizier upon our alliance. This circumſtance 
2 —.— operate as an objection, ſince it is a 
principal advantage propoſed 
reſult from the — they have adopted. 

If it would have had any weight againſt the ex- 
tenſion of the Vizier's territory, it would have pre- 
vented the undertaking entirely, and precluded you 
from the preſent command, and the honour you have 
acquired in it. I cannot ſuppoſe that you mean the 
reaſoning which you have at preſent adopted on this 
ſubject, as a reproach to the Board for having formed 
a deſign which, by your argument, muſt defeat itſelf, 
even with all the ſucceſs that could attend it : but it 
is aſtoniſhing that this conſideration ſhould have 
eſcaped you, ſince, by the frequent reiteration of this 
argument, you have undoubtedly been - caſting the 
ſevereſt refleftions on the meaſures of Government, 
which, right or wrong, we muſt now maintain, and 


which I ſtill think founded on the ſoundeſt policy, 


and 1 truſt that the event will prove them ſo. 


The Seiks are at too great a diſtance, and too 


much engaged in their own affairs, to give any ma- 


terial or laſting oppoſition to the Vizier; nor are the 
Marattas likely to get freed from their own internal 


_ divifiong, or the effects of them, ſoon enough to re- 
new their pretenſions in the next ſeaſon. But even 
although the reaſon for expecting a junction of the 
Seiks and Marattas with Fyzoola Khan were well 


founded, neither this alarm on the one hand, nor the 


. I a temptation 


by the adminiſtration to 
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temptation of the eighty lacks on the other, ought to 
have a moment's influence with us to deviate from 
the line preſcribed for the undertakingngg. 
ce. With reſpect to Fyzoola Khan, ie appeared not 
to merit our conſideration. The petty ſovereign of a 
country, eſtimated at fix.or eight lacks, ought not for 


a moment to prove an impediment to any of our mea- 


ſures, or to affect the conſiſtency of our conduct. I 
own it was my original wiſh, that the King, or Nud- 
iff Cawn on his part, ſhauld. have been included in 
the participation which has actually taken place of 
the Rohilla dominions, as it would quicken the iſſue 
of the war, obviate one ſource of competition, and 
ſtill keep up the connection of intereſt between us and 
the King, and between the King and his Vizier, But 
my next wiſh was, and is, that the King and Vizier 
might be induced to. accede to a new participation, 
by an exchange of the doab, to be given to the King 
in lieu of the territory of Zabita Cawn, : po 
e If my memory does not deceive me, this plan 
was recommended by me to the Vizier in perſon, 
when the Rohilla expedition was firſt concerted at Be- 
nares, and I own 1 wiſh it to take place; this you 
will obſerve is but a conſequence of the original prin- 
ciple of completing the boundary of the Vizier's do- 


minions, ' | 
I ſhall not take up mare of the time of the Ho- 


nourable Houſe on this letter than to obſerve, that an 


accommodation of a different kind from that which 
was urged by Colonel Champion, did ſoon after take 
place, and that the Vizier's dorninions ever fince have 
continued in a ſtate of uninterrupted peace, except 
from its internal diſturbances; which I adduce as a 


proof. both that the Rohilla war did completely fulfil 


my prediction of its effects, and that I was as well 
grounded in my perſeverance in rejecting the propoſal 
of placing it again under the charge of that dangerous 
tribe, which we had ſo happily expelled from it. Yer 
are we indebted entirely to the pacific diſpoſition of 


Fyzoola Cawn, his infirm habit of body, and * 
4 * | | | | 3 | Ce 
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able purſuits of huſbandry, to which he has entirely 
devoted himſelf, for the quiet which the Nabob of 
Oude has enjoyed on a quarter fo vulnerable; for 
ſmall as that territory is, the chief of it may at all 
times invade the dominion of the Nabob of Oude, 
with an effect proportioned to the force with which it 
is attempted, and with an aſſurance of impunity in 
the laſt reſort, from the unknown woods and moun- 
rains which lie behind it. The time may yet come, 


and that not far diſtant, which ſhall verify this deſcrip- 


tion of the relative ſituation of the two countries. 

9th. This poſition affirms, that in the violent and 
arbitrary poſition aſcribed to the quotation made as 
above from my letter, I did avow it to be a public 
« principle of my government, that no rigbt, however 
« manifeſt, and no innocence, however unimpeached, 
tc could entitle the weak to our protection "againſt 
ct Others, or ſave them from our own active endeavours 


« for their oppreſſion and even extirpation, ſhould 


« they interfere with oor notions of political expe- 


« diency.“ I dare not truſt myſelf to comment on 


this extraordinary aſſertion, but appeal to the candour 
and juſtice of this Honourable” Houſe to determine, 
whether any words uſed by me in that letter on which 
it is profeſiedly grounded, or whether, in all the com- 


ſitions I have ever written, and which are before 


the Honourable Houſe, I have ever been guilty of a 
ſentiment ſo profligate as my accuſer has herein im- 
puted to me, without ever deigning to ſpecify the 


words which he has ſtamped with ſo wicked a con- 


ſtruction. a | 
 xoth. This poſition aff 


#9 


« my colleagues, contradictory of a letter written 
eight days before by them, &c. Were this aſſertion 
true, yet, as my letters to Colonel Champion had no 
force of authority, I was guilty of no crime in writing 
them, though they were not written without the con- 
ſent or knowledge of my colleagues; but the fact is, 
that 1 did write the letter, which my proſecutor has 
2 e ; * ; notic 


| ms, that I wrote a private 
letter to the Commander in Chief, dated the 16th of 
September, without the conſent or knowledge of 


Cas 7 | | 
noticed as defective in this ſuppoſed formality, with 
the knowledge of my colleagues. The very next letter 
following it in the Appendix of the 5th Report of the 
Secret Committee, No. 27, is a letter from the Select 
Committee (my colleagues) dated the next day after 
mine, and beginning with theſe words: The Preſi- 
ce dent has laid before us your letter to him, under 
e date the 26th of Auguſt, with the reply which he 
« immediately diſpatched to it, and which perfectly 
te agrees with our ſentiments.” This reply was my 
letter in queſlion.. . : 2 
Neither was my letter contradictory of that of the 
Select Committee, dated the Sth of the ſame month; 
for both expreſſed a hope of accommodation, but 


mine urged a vigorous proſecution of the war, as the 


means of effecting it. E A. as ts; 

. .Tith. I cannot underſtand this; perhaps the follow- 
ing reply may meet the ſenſe of it :—The Nabob Vi- 
zier, by the original terms of our engagement, was to 
dictate the ſervice to be performed, and we were to 
perform it. It is ſtrictly conſiſtent with the real, not 
« ideal, obligations of dignity and honour,” to dic- 
tate the conditions of peace to an enemy, rather than 
to receive them. I thank God, I have never degraded 
my. country's dignity and honour by adopting any 
other rule. As tothe ſubſtantial claims of juſtice,” 
I know not what is meant by them; but ſurely all 
claims of juſtice are abrogated by a ſtate of actual 
war. | | | 

- .12th. This is mere declamation ; but as it aſcribes 
to me, without ſpecific Ruge te an ultimate adhe- 
ce rence. to principles of violence and injuſtice, diſ- 
ce graceful to the character, and injurious to the inte- 
te reſts of the nation,” I have a right to affirm it, as I 


, « 


know it to be utterly falſe. 


From the preceding ſpecimen, this Honourable 
Houſe. will judge of the unwarrantable licence which 
my accuſer has aſſumed in his reflections upon my 
conduct; and of the intolerable length to which it 
would lead me, were I to follow it in the ſame accu- 
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rate manner through all the remaining poſitions of the 
Charge, ſeventy- nine in number, of which I have 
only anſwered twelve, which are the number in the 


firſt divifion: I ſhall now proceed to offer a connected 


narrative of all my proceedings, or, to ſpeak more 
properly, the proceedings of the Governor-General 
and Council (for Thad no excluſive ſhare in them) 
with the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn, from the concluſion of 
the treaty with him at Loll Dong, on the 6th of Oc- 
tober 1774, to the cloſe of my adminiſtration” 
From the month of October 1774; to the latter end 


of February 1778, we had no-reference made to us 


relative to Fyzoola Cawn ; but on the 25th of Febru- 
ary, 1778, we received a letter from Mr. Middleton, 
in which he informed us, that reports had prevailed at 
Lucknow, that Fyzoola Cawn retained in his ſervice a 
_ greater body of troops than were fpecified in the treaty 
of 1774, and that he had given protection and encou- 
ragement to Zabitta Cawn's defeated army. Mr. 
Middleton in the fame letter told us, that he did not 
pay much attention to theſe reports; but added, that 
the Nabob's oppreſſive and unjuſt conduct, in various 
inſtances, might induce Fyzoola Cawn to form con- 
nections, and to engage in ſchemes, incompatible with 
his duty and allegiance to the Vizier. Mr. Middleton 
alfo informed us, that Fyzoola Cawn was very deſirous 
to obtain the guarantee of the Company to the treaty 
which he had concluded with the late Vizier. Upon 
this ſubject I had had repeated applications from him: 
but the guarantee ap d to me unneceſſary, except 
as it would afford great ſatisfaction to Fyzoola Cawn; 
for our government muſt have interfered, if the Nabob 
Vizier had attempted to encroach upon the rights 
pm Fyzoola Cawn enjoyed under his treaty with the 
= | 1 Wee | | 
Mr. Middleton deputed Mr. D. Barwell to Ram- 
pore, the reſidence of Fyzoolla Cawn. Mr. Barwell 
tranſmitted ro Mr. Middleton a- very particular- ac- 
count of Fyzoolla Cawn's conduct, which appeared to 
have been in no inftance contrary to his engagements ; 
and in the month of April, his treaty with the —_ 
| izier 
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Vizier was guaranteed by the Company, agreeably to 


his carneſt and reiterated requeſts: By whoſe ſug- 
geſtions doubts were inſtilled into the mind of Fy- 
zoolla Cawn, as to the validity of the treaty which 
Colonel Champion had witneſſed, I know not; but 
J am equally at a loſs to diſcover in what part of the 
tranſaction which I have juſt detailed J am culpable. 
On the 5th of December, 1778, Mr. Middleton 
informed us, that Fyzoolla Cawn, had offered a body 
of two thouſand horſe to be employed in our ſervice. 
Of this number, not more than five hundred were at 
any time furniſhed by. Fyzoolla Cawn, and thoſe were 
employed to guard Rohilcund from an ; invaſion, 
which in the firſt inſtance would have affected Fy- 
zoolla Cawn, as his country lay the moſt expoſed to 
the ravages. of an enemy. For this voluntary offer, 
Fyzoolla Cawn deſerved and received my thanks. 
He was under no engagement to furniſh us with a 
angle man, nor did I ever demand a man from him 
Why then does my accuſer confound this with the 
ſubſequent demand which was made upon him by the 
Nabob Vizier, at the recommendation of the Gover- 
nor- General and Council? It is true, the Board ac- 
cepted Fyzoolla Cawn's offer; but it is equally true, 
that Fyzoolla Cawn never did fulfil it, nor ever fend 
more than the five hundred horſe which have been 
n, il. def cd. a9 1 190; | 
_ Until. che 27th of September, 1780, no meaſures 
relative to Fyzoolla Cawn were propoſed ; and I de- 
fire this Honourable Houſe will be ſo good as to con- 


ſider, what our actual ſituation was at that period. We 


were engaged in a war with the Marattas—Flyder Ally 
Cawn had over · run the Carnatic—had defeated Colo- 
nel Bailie's detachment and Sir Hector Munro had 
been obliged to retreat to Madras —a Maratta army 
lay contiguous to the ſouthern frontier at Bengal and 
at the ſame inſtant of time we received intelligence, that 
a very conſiderable armament had been fitted out by 
France, which did in fact arrive upon the Coaſt of 
Zaromandel in the month of January following. I 
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conſented, on that momentous and important occaſi- 
on, to take the command of the army at Madras. Be- 
fore his departure, the board requeſted his * 
as to the diſpoſition of our forces for the defence of 
Bengal, and the dominions of our ally the Nabob Vi- 
zier; for on their ſecurity the exiſtence of our empire 
in India depended. I beg leave to read Sir Eyre 
FR minute in conſequence of this application to 

. ET 1 a . #41. 1 
- © The very accurate and juſt deſcription which the 
© Governor-General has given of the danger which at 
<< preſent-impends the intereſts of the Britiſh nation in 
"= India, Jam perſuaded will have the ſame influence 
te upon the mind of every other member of the Board 


& as it had upon mine, and tend to produce that free- 
* dom of deliberation, concord, and unanimity in our 


* councils, ſo neceſſary for the public good. In full 
* confidence that no other view can exiſt amongſt us, 
« I with the greater chearfulneſs undertake that part 
c of the ſervice which falls to the lot of the ſtation I 


* fill; and, relying on the ſupport of the Board there- - 


ce in, moſt readily repoſe my military character and 


« credit in their hands, — 


e In conformity to the requeſt made at the cloſe of 


« the Governor-General's minute, I now deliver in a 
« ſtate of our force on this eſtabliſhment, and' of the 
ec diſpoſition propoſed to be made of it for the protec- 
cc tion of theſe provinces, and the relief of Madras.” 

Sir Eyre Coate, in this minute, recommended to us 
ir e to Cheyt Sing for the ſervice of a body of 
hor 


to cover the province of Bahar, and that Rohil- 


eund ſhould be defended by a battalion of Sepoys, a 
thouſand of the Vizier's infantry, and as maby of 
Fyzoola Cawn's as could be procured. The 
Board unanimouſly adopted Sir Eyre Coote's ſenti- 
ments. The other members were, Mr. Francis, Mr. 

Wheler, and 


* 


large ſupply of treaſure, and a ſtrong detachment of 


Europeans. On the 28th of October, 1780, the Board 


received 


2 


d myſelf. In the following month (Octo 
ber) Sir Eyre Coote embarked for Madras, with a 


received a letter from General Stibbert, encloſing the 
following letter from Major Briſcoe to Sir Eyre Coote, 
which in his abſence General Stibbert had opened. 


From Major Briſcoe to Sir Eyre Coote. 


Daranagur, the t{t of Ottober, t780, 


e On my being appointed to, and taking, the com- 
© mand of . Daranagur, I was not honoured with any 
« jijnſtructions from you reſpecting the Nabob Fyzoolla 
© Cawn's troops: I have only 500 of his horſe, and 
te the Nabob, in his agreement with Government, is 


ce obliged to keep up 5000 troops for aſſiſting in the 


« defence of Rohilcund: A few months ago three 
« battalions were ſtationed here with Colonel Muir, 
© beſides a body of the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn's ca- 


ce valry; and they were well employed, and had 


« enough to do in protecting the country from inva- 
cc ſion. The command is greatly reduced, one bat= 
ce talion taken away, and Fyzoolla Cawn has not 
« afforded; more than 500 men ſince I have been here, 


ce which is a great deal too ſmall. a force from him, 


« as I acquainted you, in my former letters, two bat- 
te talions was too ſmall a command to defend Rohil- 


cc cund from invaſion.” 


Wich this letter General Stibbert wrote to the 
Board, on the 28th October 1780, as follows: | 

I preſume, that on a peruſal of the Major's let- 
te ter, the neceſſity of preſſing both the Vizier and 
« Fyzoolla Cawn to contribute effectually to the re- 
« lief of the Rohilcund will not fail to appear to the 
« Board.” Ys $a 


The Letters from Major Briſcoe and General Stib- 
bert were taken into conſideration on the ad of No- 


vember, the Members preſent being Mr. Francis, 


Mr. Wheler, and myſelf; and it was agreed, without 
any debate or. diſſent, as a matter of coutſe, that 
* the Governor-General be requeſted to write. to the 
„ Nabob Vizier, recommending to him to require 
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ee from Fyzoolla Cawn the quota of troops ſtipulated 
« by treaty to be furniſhed” by the latter for his ſer- 
ce vice, being 3, ooo horſe, to be put under the im- 
« mediate command of Lieutenant Colonel Muir at 
% Futtigur.T n TOME FHIOTE 
In conſequence of this unanimous reſolution of 
the Board, I wrote to the Nabob Vizier, who ap- 
plied to Fyzoolla Cawn, and tranſmitred to me the 
anſraer which he received to this application. The 
anſwer is certainly evaſive and r. Fyzoolla 
on ſtated that 1000 of his horſe were with Major 
riſcoe, although in fact he never had more than 
500: With reſpect to the treaty itſelf, I do freely 
_ confeſs that, in common with the other Members of 
the Board, 1 conceived Fyzoolla Cawn was obliged 
by treaty to furniſh 5000 horſe in time of war, inſtead 
of © 2 or 3000 men, according to his ability;” 


which are the words of the treaty. 


* 


I muſt obſerve, that the treaty was ſo looſely worded 


as to be open to cavil and diſpute, and every part of 
it hable to miſconſtructions: But in juſtice to the 
other gentlemen who compoſed the Council, as well 
as to myſelf, I deſire to obſerve, that we had at that 


time a variety of moſt preſſing and important buſineſs 


before us; nor can I, now conceive, how we could 
commit ſo palpable an error, unlefs, in the hurry of 
buſineſs, with Major Briſcoe's letter lying before us, 
which tated that the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn is obliged. 
to keep up 5000 troops, we adopted his affertion as a 
fact, without conſideration or debate, and immediately 
acted upon it. A Member of this Honourable Houſe, 
Mr. Francis, was at that time one of fp colleagurs 
I would deſire to call upon him to ſtare what he can 
1180 upon this part of the Charge. 
pon the receipt” of the Nabob Vizier's letter on 


< 'deputation to Fyzoolla Cawn ſhould be immediately 
« recommended to be ſent by the Nahob Vizier, ac- 
4 companied” by an agent" ftom Mr. Middleron in 
behalf of our Government, as guarantees, and that 
ce in Freſente of propet Withelles they ſhould demand 
* 4 N « immediate 


the 15th. of Febtuary 1781, 1 propoſed; ** That a 


- 
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immediate IG. of 3000 cavalry; and if he 
cc ſhould evade, or refuſe N that the depu- 
ties ſhould deliver a formal proteſt againſt him for 


breach of treaty, and return, making their report 


* to the Vizier, which Mr. Middleton was to tranſ- 
« mit to the Board. 

In conſequence of this reſolution; Mr. Jolie 
was deputed to Fyzoolla Can; and on the iſt April 
1781, he wrote to Mr. Middleton, ſtating various 
points in which Fyzoolla Cawn had broke his treaty 
with the Vizier: That particularly, as he was pre- 
cluded by treaty from keeping more than 5000 Ro- 
hillas in his diftrits, there were in Rampore alone 
not leſs than 20,000 Rohilla ſoldiers; and that the 
excels of 1 Cawn's revenue beyond what he 


was allow 
at the time of the grant, and did not proceed from 
the improvements in his collections: In a ſecond let- 


ter from Rampore, Mr. Johnſon informed Mr. Mid- 
dicton that Fyzoolla Cawn had given a flat refuſal to 
the demand of 3000 cavalry; and he therefore, in 

hance with the orders of the Board, drew up 


and delivered to Fyzoolla Cawn a formal proteſt, which 
was witneſſed by Major Balfour. | 

© Fyzoolla Cawn faid, the treaty ſpecified rio definite 
number of cavalry or infantry, only expreſſing troops; 
that he would furniſh 2000 horſe and 1000 foot, and 
one year's pay in advance.—Mr. Johnſon's Letters 


were tranſmitted to us, accompanied by a letter from 
the Nabob Vizier, urging us to confent to the re- 
ſumption of Fyzoolla Cawn's jagheer, and that he 
ſnould receive the amount of it in money, after de- 
ducting the expence of the troops he was n to 


furniſh, 


On theſe letters the Board came to no aum 6 
tion. I myſelf moved, on the day they were read, in 
June, 1781, That a final refolution on the ſudject 


« of the above letter, and the papers accompanying 
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| L | | 
On the igth of September, 1781, I concluded an 
agreement. with the Nabob Vizier at Chunar. At 
this time, the rebellion of Benares was ſcarcely quell- 
ed, its conſequences uncertain, and the province un- 
fettled. Violent commotions, excited by this exam- 
ple, ſtill prevailed in many parts of the Vizier's do- 
minions. A ſincere and cordial. union between his 
government and ours, and even the moſt public indi- 
cation of it, were neceſſary to the peace aj proſperity, 
and, as I believed, to the exiſtence of both: I was, 
therefore, more than ordinarily ſolicitous, both to 
contribute to his means of power and wealth, and to 
confirm his confidence in my attachment; nor was I 
without a feeling of gratitude, for. the recent proofs 
which he had given me of his attachment to me and 
to my government, in the precipitate. manner in which 
he had flown to offer me, and to afford me, if wanted, 
his. aſſiſtance. I was determined to gratify him in 
every point which could be with propriety and with 
conſiſtency granted. Here, too, I muſt add, that I 
ſtill retained the impreſſion of Fyzoolla Cawn's refuſal 
to furniſh the military aid ſtipulated by his treaty, 
and 1 maintain, that I was warranted in conſidering 
it an evaſion, if not a breach of his treaty ; ſince, 
though our demand had exceeded the letter of the 


treaty, we had an undoubred claim (I mean the vi- 
zier under our guarantee, for in this inſtance we were 
One) to ſome aſſiſtance, and he had eluded it alto- 
gether. Beſides this, I had for ſome time paſt re- 
ceived various and repeated informations of treache- 
rous intrigues, and other acts imputed to him; to 
which, though I refuſed that degree of credit which 
might have impelled me to any decided act againſt 


him, yet 1 certainly yielded ſo far to the belief, as to 
ſeek to guard myſelf by every. poſſible means of cau- 


tion and 8 againſt what migbt eventually 


happen. When therefore the Nabob preſented to me 


the paper of requiſitions, which, by my aſſent to 
them afterwards, formed what has been ſtyled the 


Engagements of Chunar, the demand to be allowed 
to . the jagheer of F yzoolla Cawn being one of 


3 


* 


. 3 
them, I aſſented to it, as I did to the reſt; but in 
ſuch a manner as to reſerve the rights of further exa- 
mination, and of indefinite ſuſpenſion, until the 
grounds of proceeding to the extremity portended in 
the clauſe were ſufficiently aſcertained. In this nicety 
of diſcrimination, I deſired the Nabob to infert the 
words, © when time ſhall ſvir,” into the requiſition, 
which was abſolute in the firſt draft of it; and with 
that qualification of it Taffented to it. That this was 
my intention, is demonſtrated by the declaration made 
of it to the Board, in the annexed obſervations on the A 
engagement, when I tranſmitted to them immediately 
after the full Report of my tranſactions with the Nabob 
Vizier, which terminated with it. My words will 
better demonſtrate this than any reaſoning upon them. 
After ſtating the ſpecific inſtances of ſaſpetted | 
fidelity, which had appeared in the behaviour of Fy= 
zoolla Cawn, I concluded my obſervation with the 
following ſentence: © But I am of opinion, that 
«. neither the Vizier's nor the Company's intereſts 
«© would be promoted by depriving Fyzoolla Cawn 
te of his independency; and I have therefore reſerved 
te the execution of this agreement to an indefinite 
« term, and our government may always interpoſe to 
ce prevent any ill effects from it.“ r 
Hence it is plain, that no wrong, no ſubſtantial 
wrong, was either done or intended Fyzoolla Cawn; 
and that if I can be ſuppoſed to have been actuated 
by any ſecret motive of enmity to him, I had effectu- 
ally precluded myſelf from gratifying it, by a decla- 
ration ſo explicitly made, that it was contrary to the, 
intereſts both of the Nabob and the Company (for 
ſuch is the conſequent ſenſe of it) to deprive Fyzoolla 
Cawn-of his independency. © 3 e 
Had my conduct in this inſtance been arraigned at 
the time, while the ſenſe of recent provocation, the 
gathered alarms around me, and the conſciouſneſs of 
internal rectitude, had poſſeſſion of my mind, I would 
have juſtified the act againſt the judgment of all 
mank ind, if that had condemned it. In the calmer 
reflection on events, which have loſt by time r 
2 7 ; 0 | 
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hold on the paſſions (though few, .I hope, have been 
the inſtances in which mine have prevailed over my 
judgment) and to which ſubſequent events have given 
a different colour, I am not aſhamed to acknowledge, 
that the act itſelf was formally wrong, and. yet more 


than formally, as it might become a precedent for 


worſe ee e this Honourable Houſe ſhall 
judge that I deſerve its cenſure for an error thys . 
ed, I ſhall reſpectfully ſubmit to it. 
After the Vizier had returned to r in the 
courſe of the y 82, I received repeated com- 
from the Natel, and from the Reſident, againſt 
Can; but 4 reſiſted every 2 En that 
made to me for depriving * o his jagheer; 
— when I a ted Mr. Briſtow to the reſidency of 
Dude, I gave Fim explicit inſtructions on the {ſubject 
of Fyzoolla Cawn, which will prove, beyond a world 
of ar N how careful I was to avoid a rupture 
with I deſire to enter them entire, and to con- 
traſt chem with ROS Fe of them in the 


1 « Mr. Middleton. has written 'to the Board, that 

« Fyzoalla Cawn has been making preparations for 

& entering on open hoſtilities with the Nabob Vizier, 

% and combining other perſons againſt him. I ſuſ- 
oy, , peck the 8 informazign but prudence requires to be 
againſt che poſſibility of ſuch an event. 

7 7 is 2 8 that the Vizier's apparent weakneſs 
« may have excited Fyzoolla Caun to form; ſuch. a 


« deſign : It is more probable, that he has been 


« driven to it by the public declarations and menaces 
4 both of the reſident and the miniſter, I have writ- 
4 ten à letter to him, ſuch as 1 think beſt calculated 


et to divert him from any ſuch undertaking, by aſ- 


% ſurances of the favourable diſpoſition of this go- 


et vernment_ towards him, hie he ſhall not have 


4 forfeited it by any improper conduct; and by ſtat- 


{+ .ing to him the fatal conſequences which muſt attend 


1 112 defection. That letter you will, perhaps, re- 
10 geive earlier than I ſhall be oo, to-put you in poſ- 


e this 


I hall only add upon 


L 973 1 


« this head, chat yon muſt be guided by your own 


cc diſcretion in whatſoever relates ro it; but be care- 
ce ful to prevent the Nabob's affairs from being in- 
% volved with new difficulties, while he has already 
ec ſo many to oppreſs him?) 
My accuſer ſtates, That © in my inſtructions to 
« Mr. Briſtow, I did leave him to be guided by his 
* own diſcretion ;” but (I add) “ be careful to pre- 
vent the Vizier's affairs from being involved in new 
« difficulties, wbilſt be bas already ſo many to oppreſs 
« him; thereby plainly hinting at ſome more deci- 
ſive meaſures, whenever the Vizier ſhould be leſs op- 
preſſed with difficulties. 

How my accuſer can infer, from the words of a pro- 
hibition; my concealed intention of authorizing ' the 
thing which I had prohibited, or what right he has to 
be Wa interpreter of my thoughts, much leſs to preſs 
them to bear evidence againſt me, I know not. I 
refer to the extract which 1 have given of my inſtruc- 
tions, for the full interpretation of my real intention, 
and, as I truſt, for a full refutation of ſo groundleſs 

* chirget. 1554 15 20/2197999 . 55, 75 | 
Mr. Briſtow, in conſequence of my / inſtructions, 
adviſed the Nabob Vizier to concert and form a new 
and permanent agreement with the Nabob Fyzoolla 
Cawn, which might obviate all future ſigns of jea- 
louſy: and diſtruſt; and on the zoth December 1782, 
Mr. Briſtow informed the Board, that he had deputed 


Major Palmer to Fyzoolla Cawn with inſtructions for 


conducting, on the part of the Nabob Vizier, a for- 
mal arrangement with Fyzoolla Cawn. In the ſame 
letter Mr. Briſtow ſtates, That Fyzoolla Cawn had 
te not inſtructed his Vakeel to agree to grant any pe- 


* cuniary aid to the Vizier, and that he withed to 


be evade granting military aid to the Vizier at any 
« diſtance from his own country.” Mr. Briſtow adds, 
That, Fyzoolla Cawm has derived ſecurity, honour, 
te and advantage from his connection with the Vizier's 
« Government, and thinks he would hardly attempt 
te to cteate diſturbances, as he could not be benefited 
« by a change.” — But he adds, That, “ Jealouſies 
- hu | 5 N n „8 are 
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1 
te are likely to ſubſiſt, while Fyzoolla Cawn may 
cc poſſeſs the means of bringing 20, ooo men into the 
cc | Rd b . . 4 a ü 
I beg leave to continue the narrative, in inſerting 
Major Palmer's letters, containing an account of the 
commencement and concluſion of his negociation. 
Theſe will, I am confident, convey to this Honour- 
able Houſe a very different idea of my conduct re- 
ſpecting Fyzoolla Cawn, than that with which the par- 


tial quotations from theſe letters, which my accuſer 


Copy of a letter from Major William Palmer to Mr. 
John Briſtow, reſident at the Vizier's court, dated 
the 24th January 1983. 5 


& Since my laſt, adviſing you of my arrival at this 
place, I have had daily conferences with the eldeſt fon 
of the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn, in which every point of 
miſunderſtanding and complaint between the Vizier 
and Fyzoolla Cawn have been fully diſcuſſed, and the 
ſentiments of the board and the Vizier relating thereto, 


. of the Vizier, and the dependance 


and their deſire of removing them, and of _ the 
Fy- 


ſovere 


zoolla Can, upon an unequivocal and permanent foot- ; 


ing, clearly explained. | | Hs 
. - <« Fyzoolla Cawn perſiſts in denying the infringement 
on his 


— 


t of any one article in the treaty, or the ne- 
any obligation which it impoſes upon him. He 


tions this year will fall ſhort of the original jumma, 
by reaſon of a long drought. He denies having ex- 
ceeded the limited number of Rohillas in his ſervice, 
and having refuſed the required aid of cavalry made 
by Mr. Johnſon to act with General Goddard. He 


W 


not admit of the improvements reported to be 
made in his jagheer; and even aſſerts that the collec- 
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gur to be ſtationed at Lucknow, that he is not bound: 
by treaty to maintain a ſtationary force for the ſervice 


of the Vizier, but to ſupply an aid of 2 or 3, ooo troops 
in time of war. Laſtly, he aſſerts, that ſo far from 
encouraging the Reiots of the Vizier to ſettle in his 
jagheer, it has been his conſtant practice to deliver 
them up to the aumil of Rohilcund whenever he could 


diſcover them. 


_< It is very difficult, if not impracticable, in my 
ſituation, to obtain ſuch information as might enable 


me to aſſign the degree of credit to which theſe denials . 


and aſſertions of Fyzoolla Cawn are entitled. From 
general appearances, as well as univerſal report, it 
cannot be doubted that the jumma of his jagheer is 
greatly inereaſed beyond the original grant. The 
number of Rohillas, in Rampoor alone, certainly ex- 
ceeds- that limited by the treaty for his ſervice. It is 
not clearly expreſſed whether the reſtriction included 
Rohillas of all deſcriptions ; but ſuch was apparently 
the meaning of the late Vizier in the firſt treaty, ſince 
he required Fyzoolla Cawn to ſend all above that 
number beyond the Ganges; and it 1s ſufficiently 
known, that every Rohilla in this jagheer, however 
occupied in ordinary, would appear in arms for the 
defence of Fyzoolla Cawn, by whomſoe ver he might 
de attacked. But it does not appear that their num- 
bers are formidable, or that he could by any means 
ſubſiſt ſuch numbers as could cauſe any ſerious alarm 
to the Vizier; neither is there any appearance of their 
entertaining any views beyond the quiet poſſeſſion of 
the advantages which they at preſent enjoy. 

e With reſpect to the increaſe of jumma, although 
it has-been ſolemnly relinquiſhed- by the Vizier, yet, 
the conceſſion having been gratuitous, ſo great a fa+ 
vour ſhould certainly operate upon Fyzoolla Cawn in 
a new and durable accommodation, propoſed as much 
for his ſecurity as for the intereſt of the Vizier. 
„ Fyzeolla Cawn ſeems to be fully ſenſible that an 
engagement to furniſh- military aid, however clearly 
the conditions might be ſtated, muſt he a ſource of 


perpetual Rs and inconveniences, * 
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. ³mÃ Bͤle- n wo wo we 4 2 — 
0 8 — — 


„ —— — 


FFF ²˙ m a S DSI ᷣ—ͥẽi.̃ mer; tres Bans nates we 
— 


v9 K R 4 : „* ET 
” — —— — —— — — bet wr Io om 


—— vey eta... Jl war hb ar. — — — — 8 am r 
2 mo 22 —— — * —— — — — — — wp on entree 
__ bs * R " _ ä 7 . . y) =. of 2 1 A : 


L 276 J 


he is very deſirous of the remiſſion of that ſtipulation 
for a compenſation ii money. But he and 1 differ, 
widely in our idea of the equivalent to which the Vi- 


zicr would be entitled for it. He offers only five lacks 
of rupees altogether; and I have given him my _—_ 
nion, that the Vizier may reaſonably demand that ſum 
annually : but objections, or rather a refuſal, ſo ſtrong, 


was made to any continual payments, that I am con- 


vinced he would riſk any extremity rather than yield 


to it. I was, however, deſired to name a ſum to be 
paid at once, in lieu of an annual demand: I men- 


tioned twenty lacks of rupees, as the leaſt ſum which 
I thought the Vizier entitled to, or that he would ac- 
eept, for the propoſed conceſſion. I have not yet 
been informed of Fyzoolla Cawn's reſolution upon this 
propoſition; but, if he rejects it, I ſhall have no fur- 
ther hopes of effecting ſuch an accommodation as will 
be conſiſtent with the intereſts and dignity of the Vi- 
ier, or the views of our government, and ſhall return 
immediately to Luck no. 


A true copy. By di mA 
(signed) JOHN BRISTOW, + 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court.“ 


”- 


* 


From Major Palmer to Mr. Haſtings. © + 
N 


« © T have at length come to a final agreement with 
Fyzoolla' Cawn, for the remiſſion of the military aid 
which he is bound to furniſh the Vizier. This is the 
only propoſition upon which he was willing to treat; 
and I am well pleaſed to have eſcaped the dangers of 
ſo important a negociation as that of ceding © the Vi- 
_ zier's ſove:eignty' and property in this valuable jag- 


heer, I am de à loſs to conjecture what can be Fy- 
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of ſuch magnitude. The reaſon he has aſſigned to me 
I cannot credit it is an inability to advance the peſh- 

cuſh. I demand only thirty lacks for this important 
ceſſion, in which eyery other would have been in- 
cluded, and he has given fifteen for the ſingle one 
above-mentioned. : I look back with ſelf-congratula- 
tion on my offer having been rejected. I ſhould have 
incurred much cenſure and ſuſpicion if he had ac- 
cepted it, from thoſe who do not know the real ſtate ' 
of things, and the liberal principles upon which your. 
board recommended the ceſſion. There are no pre- 

cedents, in the ancient uſages of the country, for aſ- 

certaining the nuzzerana or peiſhcuſh of grants of this 

nature, they were beſtowed by the prince as rewards 
or favours; and the accuſtomary preſents in return 


were adapted to the dignity of the donor, rather than 


the value of the gift, to which it never, I believe, 
bore any kind of proportion. - In my demand, I en- 
deavoured to reconcile this practice with the object 
which the board had in view, of ſome indemnification 
to the Vizier; and when you know that the chief 
claim, upon which it was ſuppoſed the Vizier had a 
right to compenſation, was not formed, I am per- 
fuaded that you will approve my conduct; I mean the 
advantages which it was alledged F yzoolla Cawn had 
derived from the labours of the Vizier's ryats. I be- 
lie ve I have already informed you, that he has proved 
to me the error of this ſuppoſition, by producing 
receipts of various dates, and for great numbers 


thoſe people, ſurrendered upon requiſition from the 


Vizier's officers. I trouble you with-this vindication, 
leſt it ſhould be inſinuated that I had an intention to 
ſacrifice the Vizier's intereſt, but only wanted oppor- 
tunity to carry it into execution; and beſides, I think 


it as ihdiipeniable to you for my intentions as. for my 


actions. 

e The ſum which I 3 accepted for relinquiſhing 
tha ſtipulated aid will, I think, be thought an ample 
equivalent for ſuch precarious ſervice. - 1 think my- 
ſelf that I have made an excellent bargain for the Vi- 
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zier;- and, at the ſame time, I believe Fyzoolla Cawn 
is perfectly ſatisfied, ſince I have ſpent a month, in 
order to effect by argument and perſuaſion, what 1 
could have —— in an hour by threats and com- 
pulſions. 

* The money is to be paid by the en inſtall- 
ments: Five lacks in ſpecie, to be delivered to me 
__— ſigning the releaſe ; five lacks at the commence- 
the next Kuriof harveſt two lacks at the fol- 
8 rubby; and the reg three lack at che 
Kuriof enſuing. 

c The ſpecie is Barelly rupees of uncertain aulee, 
becauſe fluctuating at Lucknow, at this time 10 or 11 
per cent. below the reccarys of that place. TI could 
not obtain better, and I beheve that no perſon, not 
known to poſſeſs your confidence and ſupport in the 

that I am ſuppoſed to do, would have obtained 
nearly ſo. good terms. Fyzoolla Cawn has invariably 
refuſed, at the Vizier's dunn more than five lacks 
for this very condition. 
ee I expected to have ſet out on my return this day ; 
but the ſhroffing the money, and Providing carriage 
far it, proves very tedious. 
LI have taken from Fyzoolla Cawn an engagement 
to afford no afylum to the Vizier's ryats. 
4 ] cannot conclude this letter, without once more 
recommending to your notice the indefatigable atren- 
tion, the extraordinary abilities, and incorruptible 
integrity, of Jehfuſal Huſſein Cawn. He is to you 
an invaluable ſervant, and I ſincerely wiſh he was em- 


e 2 gs er more: eſſential ſer- 


| * | Lam, with reſpect, gc. "OY 
37h FebrL 1783. (Signed). W. PALMER.” - 


Ld „ * 


By the agreement thus concluded by Maj jor Palmer, 
en the: behalf of the Nabob-Vizier, every path ility of 
future doubt or difficulty is removed:; and ſureiy it 
was of the utmoſt i tance to Fyncolla Cawn,. that 
Ln * „e miſconüruftion as that 


aka 
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was, which bound him to furniſh the Vizier with two 
or three thouſand men, ſhould be effectually explained. 
It was therefore a prudent and œconomical agree- 
ment, on the part of Fyzoolla Cawn, to free himſelf 
entirely from every obligation to afford military aid in 
future, by the payment of a preſent fine, and that ſo 
moderate as fiſteen lacks of rupees. | 

I acquit FyzoqUa Cawn of having entertained hoſtile 
deſigns againſt theV izier; yet, notwithſtanding his poſi- 
tive denial of the fact, I did, and do ſtill, think the 
Nabob Vizier juſtified by one inſtance of his behaviour, 
in exacting from him ſome conſideration for the im- 
proved ſtate of his country and revenue, derived as z 
conſequence from the protection of the treaty ſubſiſting 
with him. This aroſe chiefly from the encouragement 
given by Fyzoolla Can to deſertions of the Nabob's 
tenants, who were known to have reſorted to him in 
great numbers, which is a breath of one of the moſt 
antient and fundamental laws of all Indoſtan. In the 
e inſtance, it was aggravated by the acknow- 

dged relation in which Fyzoolla Can ſtood to the 
Nabob Vizier, as his titular vaſſal. While this af- 
forded a plea for a demand which was ſtrictly con- 
formable to the uſages of Indoſtan, and no way con- 
trary to treaty, I was induced to encourage the demand 
on the fame ground, becauſe I knew that Fyzoolla 
. Cawn was well able to anſwer it; and ſo in effect it 
T | 

I am alſo clearly of opinion, that Fyzoolla Cawa 
deviated in other inftances, not only from the ſpirit, 
but even from the letter of his treaty. Major Pal. 


mer, in the letter which I have read, informs Mr. 
Briſtqw that Fyzoolla Cawn. denies his infringement 


of any one article of his treaty; but Major Palmer 
aſſerts, That the number of Rohillas, in Lampoor 


« alone, certainly exceeds that limited by treaty for _ 


te his ſervice; and he further ſays, © That from 
«« general appearances, as well as univerfal report, it 
ce cannot be doubted that the jumma (income) of his 
Jagheer is greatly increaſed beyond the original 


« grant ;”” 


C 23%, 

grant; and it has been poſitively aſſerted, chat he 
obtained his jagheer originally upon a falſe valuation. 
It is alſo an undoubted fact, that frequent diſtur- 
_bances were raiſed in the Vizier's country by the Ro- 
Billas; and in particular, that Hoormut Cawn, one 
of the ſons of Haffez Rahmut, who had by indul- 
gence been allowed to remain in Rohilcund, and who 
was actually under the protection of F yzoolla- Cawn 
at the time, raiſed a. of 800 or 1000 armed Ro- 
hillas, before the ſmalleſt intelligence was received of 
his deſign, and with this force, which was hourly i in- 
ereaſing, committed depredations in the Vizier's ter- 
ritories in Rohilcund for ſeveral days before wy el 
Tomes check. could be given to him. c 


1 LOOK decks to the length of this . FEA 
to ſo long an intruſion on the time of this Honourable 
HFouſe, with a regret aggravated by reflexion, that 

after all I may have been em in a waſte of ar 


ment; for though the production to which I have re- 


plied is entitled © an Article of Charge of High 
« Crimes and Miſdemeanors; though it conſiſts of 
ſo long, laboured, and methodical an arrangement, 

and 1 have ſtudied i it with- all the accuracy of atten- 
tion which I could give to it; yet am I ſtill unable to 


draw from it any ſpecific Charge. I know not whether 


it was intended to convey the Charge of Diſobedience 
of Orders, of O nn, of Corruption, of Embez- 
Klement, of pr 
of Treaty, for none of theſe crimes are ſpecified ; and 
the two laſt of theſe only ſeem to be implicated in it, 
and the firſt ſo remotely, that I ſcarce think myſelf 
warranted in ſuppoling it. To theſe, however, I have 
directed my Defence, and with them, in the only 
mode in which J could defend myſelf againſt all 
. poſſible and unknown imputations, by a plain narra- 
tive of all the tranſactions in which I have had any 
participation with Fyzoolla Cawn, and which could 
; 2 either as the eyes: of accuſation or the refu- 


tation of it. 7 | 
, Wich 


ibited or unjuſt \ ar, or of Breach 


L 2% J 


Wich reſpect to the mode in which this. Charge is 
drawn, I mean in the ſubdiviſions of it, I muſt throw 
myſelf upon the generoſity as well as juſtice of this 
Honourable Houſe; in full confidence they will acquit 
me of the imputations with which thefe.abound;: on 
the credit of my refutation of thoſe which ſtand in 
the firſt diviſion or chapter, and to which alone I have 
applied a minute and appropriate repiix. 


That, in an intercourſe of many years, I have com- 
mitted errors, I will not deny: I have acknowledged 
it And what mortal being is exempt from the com- 
miſſion of error? But that I have ever committed 
intentional wrong, I can truly and ſolemnly deny ; 
and I appeal to the judgment of this Honourable 
Houſe for my complete acquittal of ſuch a charge, if 
ſuch a charge does exiſt againſt me; for ſtill I muſt 
repeat that I have fouglit in vain to find it. 


To ſum up the whole: Let the Charge with my 
Defence, be taken together, and they will ſhew, that 
] was vigilant in my attention to Fyzoolla Cawn, a 
chief who, from his ſituation, might prove dangerous 
to the intereſts of the Company, and the ally of the 
Company ;—that I protected him againſt any eventual 
deſign of his Superior, in virtue of the Company's 
guarantee ;—that I drew-from the connexion a pecu- 
niary aid to the Company, at a time when their wants 
moſt preſſingly required it, and without any moral 
objection made to it by the only perſon who had a 
right to object to it ;—that I never ſent a man in 
arms, nor ſuffered one to be ſent againſt Fyzoolla 
Cawn, our guarantee of the treaty ;—and I will add, 
with a reference to the records before this Honourable 
_ Houſe, and to the evidence of undoubted notoriety, 
that though the treaty with Fyzoolla Cawn has now 
ſubſiſted above eleven years, his country has enjoyed, 
through its protection, a ſtate of undiſturbed peace 
and improved cultivation ; and 1s at this time in a 
more flouriſhing ſtate, both in population and re- 

| 0 tn An venue, 


. 


venue, than it was known to p 


clufion of his deny with the Nabob Sujah Dol. | 
3 ter in all this time, 1 held 
place in the adminiſtration of the government # 
of Bengal, on which the ſubſiſtence of that treaty de- 
| 7 and from the effects which 1 have detailed, 
1 the integrity of my conduct be inferred; and its 
influence allowed in their production. . 
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This duden, in 'One legs Volume Quiarts, a+ 
1 ET es of the Author, Price 11. 78. an hu 
HE HISTORY of the UNION between ENGLAND 
T and SCOTLAND ; with a Colle S ion of Original Papers 
relating thereto. By the celebrated DANIEL DE FOE. 
With an Introduction, in which the Conſequences and Proba- 
bility of a like Union between this Count and Ireland 
are conſñdered, by JOHN LEWIS DELOLME, Author of 
the Work on the Conſtitution of England, To n is Fer 
fixed a LIFE of the AU THOR, and a copious INDE 


The. Union between England and Scotland, being an extremely 
Intereſting Event, has led the Publiſher to imagine, that 

a2 New Edition of this Work of De Fee, which is grown 

very ſcarce, would be acceptable to the Public, eſpecially 
at the preſent Time, when the Situation of Affairs in Ite- 
land induces many Perſons to wiſh, that a ſimilar Union 
 detween Great Britain and that Kingdom, . take place, 
as it may cauſe ſuch an Union, if not to be effected, at leaſt 
to be propoſed, and to become, ſor Tr w the * 
e W in both ann. 5 


5 a Vigerous Ge er. "; 
neuer once thanged my 7 . | or my bart ; 
and let what will be js ſaid of * 2 this 1 maintain, 
that I never once deviated from the Revolution Principles, nor 
* _ Doctrine of Liberty and Property, on on Ab it war 


| N. B. . are printe on Royal pP es 1. I 1.64 


1 
J STOCSPALE, having purchaſed the remaining Copies of the 
 beautif1 ul and uſeful 1 propeſes to ſell 22 7 the 

2 rice of * 6d. in Boards. 

RANCISCI GODWINTI primo Landavenſis dein Here- 
| F fordenſis Epiſcopi de Præſulibus Anglia Commentarius, 
omnium Epiſcoporum necnon & „ ejuſdem Gentis 
Nomina, Tempora, Seriem, atque Actiones maximè memora- 
biles, ab ultima Antiquitate repetita complexus. Ad Fidem 
* ia Archivis Regiis, HIS &c. &c. re- 


. 


n BOOKS printed for Join STOOKBALE, 


. £ognovit, plurimis i in locis (adjeQis Annotationibus) ad verita- 
tem reduxit, & perpetua demum Serie ad pv. uſque Szacu+ 


lum continuavit Gul. RicuarDgsow, $. 
Cant. Magiſter, & Eccl. Lincoln. Canonicus, Cantabrigiz, 
. Jp Academicis excudebat Joſephus Bentham, 174 * 


7% Publited, _ 
1 = large . 40. 7 1 bound in calf, gilt, a” 
| 2 260 price af 28. 
courLErx GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY ; 


or, UNIVERSAL GAZETTEER, of Antient and 


Modern Geography, containing a full, particular, and accurate 


deſcription of the known World in Europe, Aſia, Africa, and 


America; compriſing a complete ſyſtem of geography, illuſtrat- 
ed with correct e Ae — Sewn 1 cities, 
Kc. and chronological tables of the Sovereigns of Europe. The 
* 4 parts by Joan SzALI Y, A. M. member of the 
oman academy; author of the Hiſtoire Chronologique, ſacree 
et profane; Elements of Geography and Aſtronomy, &c. &c. 
interſperſed with extracts from the private manuſcripts of one of 
"the officers who accompanied Captain Cook. in his voyage ta 
the Southern Hemiſphere. The aſtronomical parts from the 
papers of the late Mr. Len AET Lyons, of nber fie aſtrong- 
mer in n MBH s voyage to the n emiſppere. 
Price 18. 6d. 
A SHORT ADDRESS to the PUBLIC | on the Loy ofthe 
Britiſh Army. By an OFFICER. 
Price 28. ſewed i in Marble Paper, 
THE ARMS, CRESTS, and SUPPORTERS of the pre- 
ſent rr of Great n 15 by B. 
 . Lohgmate, - 7 
Price 25. 6d. 


Tue Preſene POPE of IRELAND: Confiting of 
I. The Right Hon. Mr. Hutchinſon's Letter to his Con- 
ſtituents at Cork. II. keen Diſcuſſions c on the : Iriſh | 


ue mares ; by o 
Pr Connolly, | es eien, 
| BIEN WW 928 
e | / © orſter, l 
8 Hutchinſon, * 
Againſt 1 them. For them. 


n. Mr: Laffan's Obſervations on the relative Situation of 
Britain and LON 3 N Notes thereon by an Engliſh 


as 1 : Price 


P. Coll. Emman. | 


| Nw. BOOKS printed: for John STOCKDALE, . 


Price 88. Gd. 


Tu LONDON CALENDAR for the Year 1786, * | 


on a ſine large Paper and Type, bound up with Stock- 


gale's New Companion to the London Calendar, for 1786, 
Fielding's new- engraved Arms of the Peers of Great Britai 
Arms of the Baronets, and an Nimnangch, the Whole bound 


together, 


+1+ Be careful to aſk for the LONDON CALENDAR, 


ke * may be * ſeparate, price ae 28. 


„ 


Price I 55. or 128. each on ming Gus copies, by 
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Hncluding, in ONE VOLTA gro. the WHOLE of his 
._ DRAMATIC WORKS: 


With explanatory 1 NorTzs, compiled from various Commen- 


tators. 
To which are _— his LIFE and WILL. $60 


„ Nature her pengnt to his hand commits, | 
20 And then in all er forms to this great maſter ſits. | 


' ADDRESS ro THE PUBLIC, , _ 
AE edition of SHAKSPEARE, and an edition of ſo eng 


lar a form as the preſent, in which all his plays are compre- 


hended in One Volume, will perhaps appear ſurpriſing to many 
readers ;- but, upon a little refleion, their ſurpriſe will, the 
Editor doubts not, be converted into approbation. 

Much as SHAKSPEARE has been read of late years,and lar 
= the admiration and ſtudy of him have been extended, {2 
is ſtill a numerous claſs of men ta whom he is very imperfeAly 
known. Many of the middling and lower ranks of the inha- 


bitants of this country are either not acquainted with him at 
all, excepting by name, or have only ſeen a few of his plays, 


which have accidentally fallen in their way. It is to ſupply 
the wants of theſe perſons that the preſent edition is principally 
_ - undertaken ; and it cannot fail of becoming to them a nn 
ſource of entertainment and inſtruction. 

But the inſtruction that may be drawn from SHAKSPEARE is 
equal to the entertainment which his writings afford. He is the 
reateſt maſter of human nature, and of eng life, that, per- 
ere ever exiſted j ſo 9 We net * uſe his works without 
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New BOORS Sha fo * ee 
Wake underſtandings conſiderably enlarged. To promo --= 


e, the Ehowledge of him, is to contribute to gen 


| vement. 

"Nor ; is the utility of the preſent publication confined to per- 
a of the tank already deſcribed ; it will be found ſerviceable 
even to thoſe whoſefituation in life hath enabled them to — 
chaſe all the expenſive editions of our great dramatiſt. The 
book now offered to the public may commodiouſly. be taken into 


' a coach or a poſt-chaiſe, for amuſement in a jourhey. It is a 


compendium, not an abridgement, of the nobleſt of our poets, 
and a library in à fingle volume. 

The Editor hath endeayoured to give all the perfection to 
this work Which the nature of it can admit. The account of 
His life, which is taken from Rowe, and his laſt will, in reality, 

comprehend almoſt every thing that is "known with regard to 
the erſonal hiſtory of SHAKSPEARE, 

notes which are ſubjoined are fuch as wire neceſſary 
for the purpoſe of illuftrating and explaining obſolete words, 
phraſes, old-cuſtoms, and obſcure: or oe diſtant alluſions. 
ſhort, it has been the Editor's aim to omit nothing which 
may ſerve to render SHAKgPEARE intelligible to every capa- 


city, and to every claſs of readers. 


Gentlemen in the country „ finding a difficulty in procuri the above 
E work, by direRicg a line to Mr. STOCKDALE, 5 ite Bur- 
lington Houſe, W F e the payment thereof in London,) 


have it immediately forwarded PTL Pre, to any part of Great 
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